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GOV. FRAZIER'S
FIRST MESSAGE

Urges Strict Economy
of the State

for the of

.and a of the
of the and a

of the

Nashville, Tenn., Jan. 23. Hon. James
Ti. Frazier, the new governor of Tennessee,
today sent his first message to the State
legislature, where It was read In both
bouses.

The governor touches on every point of
Interest to Tennesseans, laying particular
stress on the subject of economy In the
administration of every department of the
State government.

Particular attention is called to the pub-
lic school system of the State and the need
of more funds to extend the school term
In the rural districts.

A synopsis of the message follows :

To the Senate and House of
:

The able and exhaustive message of my
honorable predecessor, covering as It does
a thorough and review of
the State's condition In Its several depart-
ments, renders It unnecessary for me to
consume your time and attention In pre-
senting to you a detailed account of the
present status of the State's affairs. But
In compliance with the law and In obedi-
ence to a d custom I submit
for your consideration some suggestions as
to certain legislation, which if enacted Into
laws I believe would prove beneficial to
the public service.

The State Debt.
It should be gratifying to all the people

of Tennessee to know that the State is
free from any floating debt; that it Is
paying Its semi-annua- l interest on Its bond-
ed debt when due out of its own revenues
and without borrowing, and that It Is
steadily reducing the principal of Its bond-

ed debt. I trust that It will be your pa-

triotic purpose, so far as lies within your
power, to see to It that these favorable
conditions are not disturbed. The State's
Interest-bearin- g obligations consist of bonds
and certificates of indebtedness which at
this time aggregate $15,346,500. This is
exclusive of certain contingent liabilities
to which reference will be herafter made.

Much the greater portion of this Indebt-
edness bears 3 per cent. Interest, but the
State owes certain obligations which bear
a higher rate of interest than 3 per cent.
There are outstanding $400,000 of redemp-
tion bonds, which bear 4 per cent. Interest,
and $1,000,000 of redemption bonds which
bear 4 per cent. Interest, and $000,000
penitentiary bonds which bear 4 per cent,
lnterst, and $ 070,000 certificates of indebt-
edness held by certain charitable and edu-

cational instltulons In the State, of which
$20,000 bear 5 per cent, and the remainder
C per cent. Interest. The 4 per cent, re-

demption bonds mature in l'J07, and are
not subject to call. The 4 per cent, re-

demption bonds and the penitentiary bonds
do not mature until 11)13, and are not sub-
ject to call ; hence none of these bonds can
be now purchased by the State on terms
that are as advantageous as the purchase
of 3 per cent, bonds.

All of the bonds or certificates of In-

debtedness held b-- charitable and educa-
tional institutions In the State, and which
bear either 5 or C per cent, interest, are
redeemable at the pleasure of the State.
It Is certainly a sound business policy,
where possible, to pay off first these ob-
ligations of the State which bear the high-
est rate of Interest.

State University Indebtedness.
The University of Tennessee owns ?403,-00- 0

of these certificates of Indebtedness, of
which $0,000 bear 5 per cent, and the re-

mainder 6 per cent, interest. This fund
arose from the sale of certain land scrip
donated under an act of congress of July
2, 1802, and subsequent acts, for the pur-
pose of establishing agricultural colleges
In the several States of the Union, and by
the terms of that act the States, accepting
the fund, obligated themselves to guarantee
that it should yield 5 per cent, interest.
This fund was by act of the general as-

sembly, January 1G, 1SG0, turned over to
the university.

The saving, therefore, to the State,
should these certificates be redeemed, would
be only 1 per cent. In Interest annually on

306,000.
As this Institution Is the State university

and should be the object of Its generous
care and protection, and as it Is educating,
free of tuition, all of the youth of the
State who are willing to avail themselves
of its advantages, and as the Slate has not
heretofore made any direct
for Its support and maintenance, I think
It just and proper and, therefore, recom-
mend that the certificates held by the Uni-
versity of Tennessee be not called.

The University of Nashville, now consol-
idated with and known as the I'eabody
Normal College, is also a semi-publi- c In-

stitution, and is under the Joint manage-
ment of the board of education of the
State and the board of trustees "of the
Teabody fund, and Is yearly educating, free
of tuition, a large number of youth of the
State.

I therefore recommend that the certifi-
cates held by this Institution be not called.

The other Institutions In the" State hold-

ing certificates are private
and the State owes them no higher obli-
gation than It does many others of like
character and usefulness in the State. I
therefore think the certificates held by
them, bearing 5 and 6 per cent. Interest
should be called and paid off out of the
first moneys available from the sinking
fund. These certificates amount In aggre-
gate to $167,000 and their redemption
would result in an annual saving in Inter-
est of about $10,000 to the State.

The Public Schools.
In this age of civilization and Intelligence

and of close and sharp competition in ev-

ery line of human endeavor It is impossible
to overestimate the subject of public edu-

cation to the people of Tennessee. I there-
fore respectfully but earnestly Invite your
attention and invoke your patriotic consid-
eration of this most important question.
Universal education is the only safeguard
for universal suffrage. It Is the very bed-

rock- of our civilization, as well as of our
prosperity.

It raises the standard of citizenship,
while It decreases crime nad cheapens

It Increases the productive
energy of the people, while It augments
the wealth of the State. It encourages
healthy Immigration and adds desirable cit-

izens to the It has come
to be universally conceded in all the Amer-
ican that public education
Is a function of the State, and I believe It
Is second only in Importance to the preser-
vation of law and the maintenance of or-

derly While as a State we
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have made commendable progress under
many and trying difficulties toward the
education of all the people, unfortunately
the recent census reports show a degree
of Illiteracy In Tennessee which should not
be allowed to exist In a State whose people
have always displayed the highest patrioti-
sm, and whose natural wealth is unsur-
passed by that of any State in the Union.

From these facts it must be clear to any
thoughtful citizen that if the masses of our
people are to be properly educated, If they
are to keep pace in intelligence and prog-
ress with their neighbors in other States,
if they are to be equipped to meet the de-

mands of good citizenship, and to develop
and utilize the natural wealth with which
our State is so richly blessed, we must
broaden and extend our public school sys-
tem, especially in the country districts.

I do not agree with those who are dis-
posed to criticise the efforts heretofore put
forth or the progress made toward univer-
sal education In Tennessee.

No Permanent School Fund.
In Tennessee we have no such fund. It

Is true we have what is called a permanent
school fund, but in reality it Is only a cer-
tificate of Indebtedness for $2,512,300,
which the State has deposited in its treas-
ury and upon which it has agreed to pay
0 per cent. Interest annually, for the sup-
port of the public schools. So that the
only source of school revenues in Tennes-
see is taxation.

In Tennessee our public school system is
a mixed one, partly State, partly county
and partly district. That is, the State ex-

ercises a general supervision over the pub-
lic schools and contributes annually to
their support the interest on the
schoooi fund paid out of the general rev-
enues of the State. It also levies a poll
tax and a property tax of 15 cents on the
$100 for their support, but both the poll
tax and the property tax, while levied by
the State, do not pass through the State
treasury, but are expended in the counties
where collected.

I am convinced that If the power could
be given to the districts to supplement the
State and county funds by a district tax,
such as Is allowed to municipalities under
the act of 1883, our system would be great-
ly strengthened where weakest, and that
this would meet the pressing needs of our
country schools.

But after a careful study of the subject,
1 am of the opinion that there are insur-
mountable constitutional objections to the
vesting of this power In the school district,.

The law providing for a uniform system
of text-book- s for the public schools of the
State, passed in 1809, lias, after more than
three years of trial, fully met the expecta-
tions of its friends.

I am satisfied that it has saved to the
people of the State many hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars in the cost of their school
books, and I respectfully urge you not to
allow It to be repealed or Its usefulness
crippled by unfriendly amendments.

Uood Koads.
Closely associated with the subject of

rural public schools Is the question of pub-
lic roads. Uood roads would enable coun-
try schools to be consolidated and strength-
ened, and at the same time facilitate the
attendance of students. In the last few
years there has been a general awakening
throughout the country on the subject of
good roads.

Public highways are the arteries of local
commerce and trade, and when made per-
manent and substantial they facilitate trav-
el, cheapen transportation of farm and oth-
er products to market, stimulate business,
attract desirable citizens and increase the
value of lands. They fill school bouses
and churches, encourage social intercourse
.and advance civilization.

Reducing the question to a purely busi-
ness basis, good roads pay.

I trust that your honorable bodies will
give this important subject the most care-
ful study and amend the present law or en-
act some new law that will Insure the
people of Tennessee a better system of
public highways.

flection I. W3.

Our election laws have grown up through
a series of enactments passed at different
times until they have become somewhat
complicated and difficult to understand,
both by the voter and those charged with
their execution. They should be codified
and all uncertainty removed and be made
as plain, simple, and direct as practicable.

It should be the purpose of all election
laws to aid in securing, so far as possi-
ble, a true expression of the will of the
people at the ballot box. I therefore rec-
ommend that you carefully Investigate
these laws and make such amendments, if
any, as you may deem proper and neces-
sary to effect this purpose.

Revenue aod Assessment Laws.
I cannot too strongly impress upon you

the impropriety of biennially enacting new
revenue and assessment laws. Such a
course results in confusion, uncertainty, lit-
igation and delay in the collection of taxes.

The present laws on this subject were
carefully prepared and have been in opera-
tion long enough to be well understood,
both by the people and those clothed with
the duty of enforcing them. Under them
the State has been nearer able to collect
all of its revenues than under any other
system heretofore in force.

I therefore respectfully urge you not
to overturn the present system, but to leave
it as a whole in operation, with only such
specific amendments as time and experience
has demonstrated a necessity for.

Personal Property.
While the present law has been a great

improvement over Its predecessors in the
assessment of personal property, I am
convinced that under its most careful en-

forcement a large amount of personal prop-
erty yet entirely escapes taxation.

That this is true there can be no serious
question. Out of fourteen Southern States,
embracing Missouri and West Virginia,
Tennessee is the lowest in the ratio of per-
sonal property taxed to the whole, and In
all but three the ratio Is morn than double
that of Tennessee. Ours is one of the rich-
est States in the South, and It is difficult
to believe that such a small per cent, of its
wealth consists of personal property.

If it is true that a large amount of pr-son- al

property escapes taxation, it is an in-

justice and a wrong to the other taxpayers
of the State, and some plan should he de-
vised to remedy this injustice.

Bank Assessments.
Another Question of taxation to which X

Invite your atttntlon is that f back assess-
ments.

That some provision for back assessment
of property is essential to secure for the
State Its just dues under the law I have
no doubt. The present system, providing
for three revenue agents, one in each grand
division of the State, has undoubtedly
proven to be a great improvement upon
systems which were formerly In operation
In this State.

The power of back assessment, while pos-
sibly necessary to protect the State against
wrong, is nevertheless one that should be
hedged about with proper limitations, so as
to prevent any injustice to any citizen or
serious disturbance to the business affairs
of the State.

It is necessary for the successful conduct
of business enterprises for those engaged in
them to know what their fixed charges and
liabilities are. among which are the annual
taxes, levied for the support of the govern-
ment.

If, after a citizen has In good faith paid
the taxes levied and asessHed against him
by the State's representatives, lie can In
after years, without restriction, again be
assessed and required to pay an additional
sum, with no right of appeal, it has' a ten-
dency to disorganize business and to drive
investments from the State.

When the State has made Its assessment,
through Its proper officers, and that asses-men- t

has been reviewed by the county
board of equalization and that again re-
viewed by a State board of equalization,
thus giving the State three chances to as-
sert its just claims, and the citizen has
paid his taxes upon the basis thus fixed by
the State's agents, the State ought to be
estopped to go behind the asesssment, un-
less It appears that there has been some
concealment, misrepresentation or fraud ;

and then, upon the payment of the back
assessment, he ought to have a right, if he
considers himself aggrieved, to sue to re-
cover it back.

Criminal Costs.
While the reforms Inaugurated several

years ago resulted In materially reducing
the costs of criminal prosecution in the
State, we are still paying cut too much
money for that purpose. From the report
of the comptroller it is apparent that these
costs are again Increasing year by year.
This indicates that there Is a lea some-
where. It should be found and stopped.

You should carefully investigate this im-
portant subject and see If you cannot devise
some plan to relieve the taxpayers of at
least a portion of these enormous burdens
without impairing the proper enforcement
of the laws, or doing injustice to those
charged with its execution.

I would invite your attention to one sug-
gestion which it seems to me should be
adopted In justice to the State, and that is
in all small felonies, where the prisoner is
sent to the workhouse or jail for les3 than
a" year, as now provided by law, that the
State do not pay the costs. In such cases
the county gets the services of the prison-
er and can reimburse itself. If it desires, by
working him in the workhouse. In cases
sent to the penitentiary the State can repay
itself the costs of prosecution by the labor
of the prisoner, but in workhouse cases It
cannot.

Mining Laws.
Tbe vast beds of coal, iron and copper

and other minerals which have been found,
and which are now fast being opened and
operated, are making Tennessee one of the
great mining States of the Union. These
industries are no longer in their Infancy,
but are rapidly assuming vast proportions.
Many thousands of our citizens are daily
employed In their operations. The fact
that there has been within the last year
or two a number of most disastrous explo-
sions in the coal mines of Tennessee, result-
ing in the sudden death of hundreds of our
citizens, admonishes us that the time has
come for the enactment of such mining
laws as will, if possible, prevent a recur-
rence of these horrors. These laws should
be fair alike to the mine owner and the
employe, but they should be such as to
Prevent, so far as human judgment and

can do so, the mine worker
against loss of life.

The number and extent of the mines In
Tennessee has grown so large that I am
informed it is impossible for the commis-
sioner of labor, witn the other duties de-
volving upon him, to find time to inwpect
them as often as the law now requires
and as thoroughly as the safety or the
great interests involved would warrant.

Confederate Pensions.
The Confederate soldier fought for his

State to establish and maintain a great
principle of constitutional government as
he saw it. He believed he was right, and
at the call of his State he left home, fam-
ily and property and gave the years of his
best manhood to her service.

At her bidding he freely offered his es-
tates, his health and his life upon the
altar of her destiny. When the war was
over he came back to a home of poverty
and want, and by his high and lofty pa-
triotism, his peaceable and conservative
obedience to law and his industry and pro-
ductive energy as. a citizen he has contrib-
uted In no soil' degree to raise Tennessee
from poverty and debt and place her upon
the high, road to prosperity and develop-
ment. And now, more than thirty-fiv- e

years after the close of the great drama
In which he played so conspicuous a part,
the old Confederate soldier comes and asks
a generous people to make the few remain-
ing years of his life less hard and rugged.
This just and modest appeal should not fall
upon deaf ears.

The pension board informs me that there
are claims of absolutely just, worthy and
needy applicants, which cannot be allowed
for want of funds with which to pay
them, and they ask that the appropriation
heretofore made for this purpose be In-
creased from $150,000 to $175,000. I rec-
ommend that this request be granted. It
has been suggested there are possibly per-
sons now drawing pensions who are not
deserving. If there be such, they should
be stricken from the rolls. None but the
absolutely deserving and the needy, as
provided by the pension act, should be al-
lowed to share in this fund. It should be
kept in truth and In fact a roll of honor.

Industrial Developments.
Tennessee is blessed as are but few of

her sister States with a mild and equable
climate, a fertile soil, splendid forests of
hardwood and mines of great variety and
unsurpassed richness.. The flow of men and
money is turning from the North Und West
toward the South. I believe the day of the
South's industrial development Is at hand.
No State can offer greater natural advan-
tages for habitation or Investment than
Tennessee.

Our coal is abundant and of easy access.
We can manufacture iron more cheaply
than can Pennsylvania. Our cotton fields
are but a stone's throw from our coal
fields, so that the raw material of the for-
mer can be manufactured into the finished
product as cheaply here as anywhere In the
world. The three great sources of wealth
to a State are agriculture, mining and man-
ufacturing. These great Industries should
be fostered and encouraged by just and lib-
eral laws.

St. Louis Exposition.
In the race for industrial and economical

supremacy among States and nations it has
been found essential to make their re-
sources known to the world. For this pur-
pose nothing affords such splendid opportu-
nity for a proper display of a State's re-
sources as a great International exposition.
In 1004 what promises to be the greatest
fair of the world will be held at St. Louis
in the State of Missouri. The national gov-
ernment has appropriated for a government
building and exhibit and other purposes,
$0.30.o00. The city of St. Louis has raised
$10,000,000, and the State of Missouri

to inaugurate and carry this great
enterprise to a successful conclusion.
Many foreign governments and States of
this Union have already made liberal appro-
priations for a display of their resources at
this exposition.

Recommends Economy.
- I recommend that you make an approba-
tion of such a reasonable amount as you
may deem necessary to aid in the proper
display of the State's resources and indus-
tries at that exposition.

In conclusion, I cannot too strongly Im-
press upon you the necessity and duty of
observing the most rigid and exacting econ-
omy In the administration of every depart-
ment of the State government. Your ap-
propriation should be scrupulously limited
to the actual needs of wise and economical
givernment.

While the State has many heavy and
pressing obligations, its fiscal affairs are on
a sound and healthy basis, and they can
only be kept thus by your unwavering ad-
herence to the soundest principles of mod
eratlon and economy.

You are the .representatives of a great
people, clothed with the highest civil trust,
the power to levy taxes upon and to ap-
propriate the money of your constituents.
I admonish you that that trust is sacred
and should be exercised only for the good
of the people.

Tennessee
TWELFTH DAY.

Nashville, Tenn., Jan. 17. Many
members of both branches were away
from the city, and the senate held no
session. -

Brief Session of the House.
The house decided to' provide each

of its members with a copy of Shan-
non's Code and to visit the Confed-
erate Soldiers' Home next Wednes-
day.

Bills were introduced by Mr. Peay to
repeal the act authorizing law schools
to grant licenses to practice law and
to prohibit all -- aw schools from
granting licenses, and by Mr. Sturdi-van- t

to create the office of State
bank examiner at a salary of $2,500
per year and prescribe his duties.

Under the proposed act authority
is given to close insolvent banks and
take charge of all property. A fee
regulated according to the amount of
the capital stock is to be paid to the
secretary of State. This fee ranges
from $12.50 for a bank of ten thou-
sand or less capital stock to. $125 for
a bank of a million.

The house adopted the resolution
requesting the road committee to
report a road bill as soon as possible.

"

Bills on fibnal reading were thus
disposed of:

To limit the time within which
claims shall be presented in cases of
special assignments or mortgages
made for the benefit of creditors, re-

jected.
To make it a misdemeanor to report

any candidate for office as having
withdrawn, rejected.

To redistrict Hawkins county so as
to place it under the operations of
the Dortch election law, passed.

THIRTEENTH DAY.
Nashville, Tenn., Jan. 19. Both

houses held very busy sessions and
met ii joint session to count uie vote
for governor and declare the result.
Both passed quite a number of bills
on final readings.

The house passed more than a dozen
bills on final reading without a word
of debate. A joint resolution wa3
adopted in the house providing for
a recess from February 13 to March 9.

Jim Crow Bill Passed.
The senate today passed the "Jim

Crow" car bill and the house adopted
a resolution to take a recess from
February 13 to March 9. The- street
car bill requires car compXaies in
counties of 150,000 inhabitants to fur-
nish separate cars for white and
colored passengers. This makes the
measure applicable to Shelby county
alone. Mr. Norfleet introduced a
resolution in the. senate instructing
the comptroller to make a report in
detail of revenues collected by his rev-
enue agents. The senate concurred
in the resolution asking the return
of Forrest's regimental flag by the
State authorities of Illinois. The
senate also agreed to the house bills
authorizing Winchester to issue im-
provement bonds and to provide a sys-
tem of improved highways. The sen-
ate concurred in the house postage
stamp resolutions. The senate con-
firmed the nomination of Mr. Spencer
F. Thomas of the Ninth congression-
al district as trustee of the University
of Tennessee, vice Frank P. Bond,
resigned.

Among the new senate bills were
these:

By Mr. Cate of Bradley To estab-
lish a special department of horti-
culture.

By Mr. White To regulate and li-

cense private detective agencies.
By Mr. Stewart To "permit banks

and trust companies to secure the
performance of their fiduciary obli-
gations by a deposit with the State
treasurer.

By Mr. Erwin To reflate the sale
of hides so as to prevent fraud.

By Mr. Jones To permit steam
railroads to adopt electricity in oper-
ating their cars.

House Bills Passed.
The house had a lot of new bills

and disposed of a number of others
on third reading. The following
passed:

To require justices of the peace to
give judgment for rent and interest
in cases of forcible entry and unlaw-
ful detainer.

Blow at Magistrates.
The more important new bills were:
By Mr. Harlan To prevent mem-

bers of the County Court and other
law-makin- g bodies from holding po-

sitions of profit created by them.
By Mr. Stratton To provide that

only the foreman of the grand jury
shall sign presentments.

By Mr. Morgan-T- o require land
owners to cut up logs, tree laps and
drifts that accumulate in running
streams.

By Mr. Hamill To extend farmers'
lien where supplies are furnished
by two months.

By Mr. Hamill To pay the assistant
attorney-genera- l for Montgomery
county $1,?00 per annum by the State.

By Mr. Edgington To provide for
the organization of corporations for
the establishment and maintenance
of hospitals for women.

By Mr. Wilkerson of Smith To
make the delivery commoa carriers
responsible to the consignee for any
damage to the consignment caused
by transportation.

By Mr. McRee To authorize rail-
roads to relocate tracks when it is
desired to take out curves.

FOURTEENTH DAY.
Nashville, Tenn., Jan. 20. The

house was in session but a short time,
and adjourned without important ac-

tion, to make way for the inaugura-
tion of Gov. Frazier, .which took place
with dignity and form, and which
event was witnessed by leading Dem-
ocrats from all sections of the State,
including an enthusiastic crowd of
several hundred from Hamilton coun-
ty and Chattanooga the governor's
home. M Frazier's inaugural ad-
dress was a masterpiece of rhetoric
and composition, and was delivered
in the usual felicitous style charac-
teristic of ali his speeches.

Short Session of the Senate.
The senate concurred in the house

amendment to the Knoxville bond
bUL making it necersary for a' two--

Legislature
thirds vote to validate the issuance
of the bonds. Bills were introduced
as follows:

By Mr. Caruthers To allow rail-
road companies to purchase and con-
demn land for shops and switch yards
in the counties having a population
of 45,000 and less.

By Mr. Hancock (by request) To
authorize and require Justices of the
peace to give judgment for rents and
interest in cases of forcible entry and
unlawful detainer.

By Mr. Ledgerwood To make un-
lawful the prosecution of a person
twice for the same offense. That
is, a prosecution by a competent court
of any person for an offense shall be
a bar to another prosecution by any
other court for the same offense.

By Mr. Hancock (by request) To
dispose of all tax suits that have been
pending in any court of the State for
more than six years, and to limit the
time for prosecutting other suits to a
final judgment or decree.

FIFTEENTH DAY.
Nashville, Tenn., Jan. 21. Neither

branch of the general assembly was
in session, the members spending the
day at the Confederate Soldiers'
Home, where each inmate was pre-
sented with a Cross of Honor by the
Daughters of the Confederacy.

Practically no business has been
transacted during the week, but it is
expected that work will begin in ear-
nest now and continue until the recess
date arrives.

Visit to the Old Soldiers' Home.
It is probable that the trip to the

home will result in larger appropri-
ations for the old Confederates. A
movement is already on foot to ask
that the appropriation for pensions be
increased from $150,000 to $250,000,
and there is also considerable "talk
of amending the existing laws so as to
allow a larger number to be eligible
for pensions. There are now 1,574
pensioners on the rolls. Over 3,000
more applications are on file, and fully
two-third- s of these are clearly enti-
tled to pensions, but the appropriation
is exhausted in paying the 1,574. This
is being used as an argument against
amending existing laws, but there
seems to be a strong sentiment in
favor of increasing the appropriations.
Additional appropriations will also be
asked for improvements at the home.
The average age of the inmates is 71
years.

SIXTEENTH DAY.
Nashville, Tenn., Jan. 22. The

liquor interests received a terribly
black eye today when the senate by
a vote of 20 to 12 passed the Adams
bill, extending the provisions of the
four-mil- e law to towns of 5,000 inhab-
itants and under. The " present law
takes in all towns of 2,000, and if
the house concurs in the senate's ac-
tion, which it is certain to do, liquor
is likely to be cut out of nearly every
town in the State except the eight
cities whose population exceeds 5,000.
The vote came after a heated but good-humore-d

discussion, and after an ef-
fort to postpone and several amend-
ments offered by Messrs. Cox, Peak
and Garrett, all seeking to weaken
or practically nullify the pending
measure, had been sent to the table
by. a good margin.

Those voting for the bill were: Sen-
ators Adams, Baxter, Bell, Bowden,
Bright, Cate of Bradley, Cate of Cocke,
Crowley, Irwin, Graham, Jackson,
Jones, McFarland, Nelson, Parsons,
Rice, Stafford, Tharp, Wooldridge,
Speaker Seay 20.

Those voting against the bill were:
Senators Caldwell, Cole, Cox, Garrett,
Hancock, Kimbrough, Ledgerwood,
Norfleet, Peak, Stewart, White, Wor-thingto- n

12.
Senator Caruthers, who had voted

with the opponents of the bill on all
amendments and the motion to post-
pone, left the chamber just as the pre-
vious question was called and did not
vote for the bill, although Mr. Cate
of Bradley voted with the opposition
on all amendments and motions pre-
vious to the final roll call. ,

Applause from the Lobby.
The announcement of the result was

greeted with great applause from the
lobby, which was jammed with friends
of the measure, both ladies and gen-
tlemen. The house committee on
education will meet tomorrow to con-
sider the three temperance bills now
before it, but It is supposed the John-
son bill, which is practically the
same as the Adams bill, will be sub-
stituted and passed. Under-- the op-
erations of this bill, towns of 5,000
and unde can vote for the abolishing
of their present charters and rechar-te- r

under a law which has the advan-
tages of the four-mil- e law of 1887 as
amended in 18S9.

The Law as Amended.
The evolution of the movement

against" the sale of liquor in Tennes-
see has been gradual but sure. What
Is known as the "Four-Mil- e Law,"
which is the nucleus about which has
formed the present formidable senti-
ment, was passed during the session
of 1887, and is chapter 167 of the acts
of that session. It provides for the
keeping of liquor out of any district
within four miles of a school house,
except in incorporated towns.

Just twelve years after this time
the temperance movement had gained
sufficient strength to amend the law
so as to make it apply to towns of
2,000 Inhabitants, and chapter 221 of
the acts of 1899 makes this amend-
ment.'

Now comes the Adams bill, amend-
ing the last law so as to extend it to
towns of 5,000 inhabitants.

The amended law follows:
Section 1 Be it enacted by the gen-

eral assembly of the State of Tennes-
see, That it shall not hereafter be
lawful for any person to sell or tipple
any intoxicating liquors, including
wine, ale or beer as a beverage within
four miles of any school house, pub-
lic or private, where a school is kept,
whether the school be then in session
or not, in this State, and that any one
violating the provisions of this act
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and
upon conviction shall be punished by
a fine of not less than ten dollars nor
more than one hundred dollars, and
imprisonment for a period of not more

than six months, at the discretion of
the court.

.. Sec. 2 Be it further enacted. That
this act shall not apply to the sale of
such liquors within the limits of any
incorporated town, except towns here-
after incorporated with a population
of not more than 5,000 inhabitants by
tne federal census of 1900, or any oth-
er subsequent census, nor to sales
made by persons having licenses to
make the same at the date of the pas-
sage of this act, during the time for
which such licenses were granted, nor
to sales of manufacturers of such
liquors in wholesale packages or
quantities.

Flow of Bills in the House.
The senate's only work today was

the passage of the Adams bill, but
the house held two sessions. There
was the usual flow of new bills in
the house, and quite a number from
the committees were either passed or
rejected. The anti-firewor- bill died
as soon as it hit the clerk's desk,
and the effort to make women eligible
to the office of notary public met the
same fate. The Hardeman county
hog fence law repeal bills were passed.
The King bill, abolishing the State
and county boards of equalization was
rejected. The house passed the bill
making it unlawful for attorneys to
sign bail bonds in criminal cases, and
by the close vote of 45 to 44 rejected
a bill repealing the Jarvis law. An-
other bill making it a misdemeanor
to forfeit a bond was rejected. The
bill to allow County Court clerks 25
cents for recording real estate trans-
fers was also rejected.

Knowles-Lewi- s Contest.
Speaker Tyson appointed a commit-

tee to investigate the Knowles-Lewi- s

contest from White county.
Among the new house bills were the

following:
By M. Browning To make the

school age 18 instead of 21 years.
By Mr. Browning To require pa-

rents to send children between 6 and
13 years to school at least eighty day3
each year.

By Mr. Browning To make the
permanent school fund $5,000,000, to
bear 6 per cent interest.

By Mr. Stratton To strike out of
the act extending the four-mil- e law
to towns of 2,000 Inhabitants here-
after incorporated, the provision, "ex-
cept towns having more than 2,000
Inhabitants by the federal census of
1890," and inserting "having more
than 5,000 inhabitants by the federal
census of 1900," and adding that the
section not apply to towns of 5,000
or less until a majority vote of the
people have accepted the benefits.

By Mr. Straub To amend the pub-
lic printing act so as to provide that
no bid be received except from es-
tablishments authorized to use the la-
bel of the Allied Printing Trades
Council, and no work to be received
unless it actually bears the label.

By Mr. Sturdivant To extend the
open season for game 'birds ia Hay-
wood county to March 1.

By Mr. Edgington To make dep
ositions, pleadings, etc., filed in Feder-
al Court valid in cases that are re-
manded.

The senate resolution to investigate
the cost and advisability of building
or buying a governor's mansion was
concurred in.

SEVENTEENTH DAY.
Nashville, Tenn., Jan. 23. That the

temperance bill Is to be pushed to a
vote at the earliest practicable mo-
ment is shown by the action of the
house committee on education this
morning, when it decided by a vote of
about two to one, to recommend the
Johnson-Moor- e bill for passage, and
recommended that the house take it
up next Tuesday. The Johnson-Moor- e

bill is similar to the Adams bill passed
by the senate yesterday. Mr. Strat-
ton made a hard fight for his local
option bill, but a motion to substitute
it for the Moore bill failed, 15 to 7.
The bill came before the house after
tne call for new bills had been con-
cluded, and efforts to postpone con-
sideration, to defer action until Tues-
day and to substitute Stratton's local
option bill all failed.

Later the senate bill was substi-
tuted, and after a sharp fight, the
house adjourned until Monday, pend-
ing a call of the previous question
on the passage of the bill. Several
members expressed opposition to the
bill as drawn, but most of them said
they would vote for it if they could
get nothing better. On nearly every
move made by the opponents of the
measure the vote showed the bill
would pass when it reached a final
vote. It will come up Monday, to
which date both houses adjourned.

Negro Normal Institute.
Among the senate bills was one by

Senator Peak to appropriate $10,000
for the establishment of a colored
summer normal and industrial college
at Tullahoma, to be modeled after
Tuskegee Institute.

Senator Cox introduced a bill to
amend the sinking fund law so as to
permit the funding board to call in the
certificates now drawing 6 per cent
interest, held by private schools. This
bill is in accordance with a suggestion
in Gov. Frazier's message.

The senate refused to blindly con-
cur, in the house recess resolution,
but referred it to a committee.

Senator Hancock introduced a bill
to compel telephone companies to al-
low other companies to use their long
distance lines upon the payment of
reasonable compensation. ,

Senator Caruthers introduced a bill
to declare Reelfoot lake a navigable
stream and public highway.

Senator Peak introduced a bill giv-
ing banks with $100,000 capital the
same powers as are now enjoyed by
trust companies in the matter of ad-
ministrations, guardianships, etc.

The bill to limit the liabilty of the
State and counties for costs in crim-
inal cases tried before justices of the
peace was rejected.

The bill empowering county judges
to perform the marriage service
passed.

Mr. Hancocks' bill to regulate trials
of civil cases was rejected.

The bill allowing County Courts to
make appropriations for the estab-
lishment and maintenance of homes
for fallen women was rejected.

Children in Saloons.
The house bill prohibiting children

under the age of-1- 6 from entering sa-
loons or purchasing intoxicating bev-
erages was amended to raise the age
to 21 years, and passed with only one
opposing vote.

CUREENT TOPICS.
THE HEWS HI BEEF.
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In the senate, on the 19th. Mr. Bailey
(Tex.) obictnl to consideration by unani-
mous mnspnt of nil hills from the repub
lican side, on the ground that the senator
irom New irk had interfered win
matter purely local to the state of Texas.
This created a discussion, which was
ended by the senate going into executive
session on the Cuban reciprocity treaty,
at the conclusion of which Mr. Foraken
continued his remarks favoring statehood:
for Oklahorra. Arizona and New Mexico.

In the house considerable business
was transacted. Among the measures
passed was the senate Hawaiian fire
claims bill. The consular and diplomatic
appropriation bill, the third of the regu-
lar budgets, was passed, and fair progress
was made with the District of Columbia
appropriation bill. In the discussion of
the diplomatic bill Mr. Slayden (Tex.)
made some serious charges against United
Stales consular representatives in Mexi-
co, which Mr. Grosvenor (O. ) declared
were unjustified.

In the senate, on the 20th, the legisla-
tive, executive and judicial appropriation
bill was passed. Mr. Quay demanded an
Immediate vote on the statehood bill,
which he said was being willfully ob-
structed by discussion. Mr. Beverldge de-
nied his assertion, and spoke on the meas-
ure, opposing statehood for Oklahoma.
Arizona and New Mexico. Mr. Quay
made some ineffectual attempts to fix a
dav on which a vote on the bill could be
taken. Mr. Hanna spoke briefly in oppo-
sition to the bill The house passed
the District of Columbia appropriation
bill and began discussion of the Philip-
pine coinage bill. The Alaska boundary
dispute was injected into the district ap-
propriation bill, and in the discussion Mr
Cochran (Mo.) denounced the course of
the state department as a cowardly sur-
render to Great Britain.

In the senate, on the 21st, Mr. Burnham
(N. H.) spoke in opposition to the omni-
bus statehood bill, after which Mr. Cullom
made an effort to get an executive session
on the Cuban reciprocity treaty. Mr.
Quay objected and the matter was put to
a vote, with the result that the senate,
bv a vote of 37 to 27, refused to go into
executive session. This is regarded as a
test vote on the statehood bill. In the
course of some remarks Mr. Hoar took
occasion to cri.cise the president for ex-
pressing his approval or disapproval of
bills before congress had acted on them.
A bill was passed amending an act cre-
ating a new division in the western dis-
trict of Missouri In the house the day
was spent in debate on the Philippine
coinage bill. A substitute was offered
proviuinsr for the introduction of the
American currency system into the isl-
ands, and it was asserted that this prop-
osition had the support of Secretary Shaw
and other high officials of the treasury
department. .

In the senate, on the 22d, the statehood
bill occupied almost the entire day. Some
routine matters were disposed of, and the
legislative, executive and judicial appro-
priation bill was sent to conference,
Messrs. Cullom, Warren and Cockrell be-
ing named as conferees. After an execu-
tive session the senate adjourned In
the house the Philippine coinage bill was
the order of business, and the report cf
the committee on insular affairs was re-
jected and the substitute offered by the
minority, for the introduction of Ameri-
can currency and the American coinage
system into the islands, was adopted. The
majority reported a bill to establish a gold
standard in the islands and to authorize
the coinage of silver pesos of 416 grains,
to be made legal tender at the rate of two
pesos for one gold dollar. The substitute
provides that the lawful money of the
United States shall be legal tender in the
Philippines and declares the coinage laws
of the United States in full force there.

In the senate, on the 23d, the statehood
bill was again under discussion and oc-
cupied most of the day, senators on both
sides charging the others with obstruct-
ing important legislation. Mr. Fairbanks
made an ineffectual effort for considera-
tion of the .immigration bill The
house passed 235 private pension bills
among them being one to the widow of
Gen. Franz Sigel of $1" a month; the wid-
ow of Gen. James S. Negley, $50 a month,
and the widow of Rear-Admir- al Picking,
f 10 a month. The Alaska delegate bill was
passed. It provides for the representa-
tion of the territory of Alaska in con-
gress by a delegate. The first delegate
is to be elected next autumn, and is to
take his seat in the Fifty-eight- h con-
gress.

PERSONAL AND GENERAL.

John Cuthbert Hare, the author,
died in London, on the 22d, aged 69.

Ex-Go- v. Stanley having withdrawn
from the contest, the republican
caucus at Topeka, Kas., on the 22d,
nominated Chester I. Long, by accla-
mation, for United States senator, to
succeed Senator W. A. Harris.

A Washington dispatch says that
the unveiling of the statue of Fred-
erick the Great, presented to the
United States by Emperor. William of
Germanj', may possibly be delayed
for a time, owing to the feeling of
resentment felt in this country at
Germany's course in Venezuela.

J. Ogden Armour is manipulating
the May option in wheat, and at last
accounts held a line of 20,000,000
bushels, which practically places him
in control of the market with ali
traders in that option at his mercy.

The senate committee on military
affairs, on the 22d, ordered a favora-
ble report on Senator Foraker's bill
appropriating $200,000 for the erec-
tion of headstones to mark the graves
of confederate soldiers buried in the
north.

David Williams, colored, more fa-

miliarly known as "King David" Will-
iams, entered a plea of guilty of wife
murder at Edwardsville, IU., and was
sentenced by Judge Burroughs to im-
prisonment in the penitentiary for
his natural life.

Andy Clark, a negro, was lynched
at Leeper, Mo., on the night of the
21st, for the murder of James Her-
man, a white farmer, whose head he
shot almost oiT after a prolonged
quarrel over some land.

Hurrying home through the crowds
to attend a musical with his wife,
William II. McLean, chief clerk of the
Southern Freight association, fell un-

conscious on the street, in St. Louis,
on the evening of the 22d, and died in
an ambulance.

Mason Lane, alias Rev. Jean Skyles,
the bigamist of seven wives, convicted
at Port Gibson, Miss., was given the
limit, on the 22d, being sentenced by
Judge Anderson to ten years' impris-
onment.

S. P. Watkins, a clever forger, who
married the daughter of a rich Oma-

ha packer after three days' acquaint-
ance, was arrested at Billings, Mont.,
on the 23d, where he had attempted
to pass a worthless check.

Hyman Filarsky, reputed head of a
fur company, was arrested in New
York, on the 23d, and a search of his
premises resulted in the seizure of

--$40,000 worth of stolen furs.
Charles M. Sherman, a veteran,

showman who once started a wagon.
! show on the road from Bushnell, III.,
J died at Clinton, Mo., on the 23d.


