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So Great Salvation
What Is Involved in God's Offer

to the World

Sermon by the "Highway and Byway Preacher.

(Copyright, 1904, by J. M. Edson.)

- . Chicago Sunday. May IS, 1904. I water, but that salvation did not pre-text: How shall we escape if we neg-- I
t to great salvation r Hebrews 2:3. ent his finally losing his life by drown- -

O GREAT salva
tion." There i s
nothing which
thrills the heart of
man more than the
fctory of heroic res
cue from danger
and death. When
hurricane and flood
wrought such aw
ful destruction to
life and property

at Galveston and the newspapers were
filled with the blood-curdlin- g details of
Death's relentless harvest, it was a re-
lief and a joy to read of some incident
of heroic rescue, of some one who at the
risiv 01 me and limb had snatched a
precious life from the very jaws of
death. These were the bright touches
in that awful black picture of death.
The world is ever eager to hear of such
Incidents. When the explosion of gun-
powder in the turret of the battleship
Missouri snuffed out over a score of the
lives of our brave seamen, we were
thrilled with the story of the heroic-actio- n

of the gunner's mate who sprang
through the open door of the powder
magazine and closed the iron door just
as the flames leaped against it. Into
the face of death he rushed that he
might save the ship and its 600 precious
lives. He knew that the apartment
would be immediately flooded and that
he would probably be crowned like a
rat in a trap, but it did not make him
falter. He was saving the lives of his
comrades and his superiors. And more
dead than alive, with the water up to
his neck, he was finally rescued from
his watery tomb. Such stories are the
sparkling diamond settings in the ebony
background of disaster and death. It
warms the blood and quickens the pulse
to hear and read of such incidents. And
if the story of human rescue from im-
pending physical death thrills and in-
terests so, how much more should the
story of the Divine rescue from impend- -
ing soul death fascinate and quicken the
6eart of man the story of "so great
salvation."

F)AUL REVERE riding madly in ad- -
1 vanceof theonrushing flood wasable
to warn many of the impending danger,
and it was a great salvation which he
wrought that day, but it was a salvation
which only involved a small section, a
mere dot on the surface of the earth,
and it was onlj-- a salvation from phys
ical death. But not so with the salva
tion which God has wrought. His is a
salvation which is in Its
f'op and meaning, that is, it is a uni
tnrsai saivaiion. Ana it is also an
eternal salvation; a costly and glo
rious salvation; a complete salva
tion; an immediate salvation; and
an only salvation. No wonder
that God, speaking through the inspired
writer of the Hebrews, calls it "so great
salvation." No woncer the Bible, from
Genesis to Revelation, is filled with the
theme. "So great salvation." Con-
ceived and planned and wrought out by
God the Father, and God the Son and
God the Holy Spirit. The blessed Trin
ity united In the one purpose of rescuing
the human race, lost and ruined by sin,
from death and destruction. It is a
wonderfully thrilling story. The story
of man's peril and of God's saving grace.
The story of man lost in the darkness
cf sin and Jesus coming from Heaven
to earth to find him and bring him back
to God. The story of man helplessly in
the power of Satan and doomed to

with him, and the Mighty De-

liverer, Christ Jesus, coming in
power and setting the captive

free.

I IRST of all, it is "so great salva
tion. Decause 11 is universal in its

scope. It takes in the whole world.
Universal! No, not in the broad and
popular sense of universal salvation by
some means or other. When we call
it a universal salvation we do not mean
that God is too good and kind and lov-

ing to damn anybody; that somehow or
etner everyDoay is going to nnaiiy fei
through the pearly gates and into the
Eternal City. No, we cannot read God's
plain message that way. But we do
mean that God's salvation is universal
in its scope, and that "whosoever will"
may be saved. We do mean that Cod's
plan is broad enough, and long enough,
to include every soul that will turn to
.Him and live. We do mean that God's
plan is deep enough to reach down to
the very mouth of hell and snatch from
eternal death the poor soul that will
lift but one feeble glance of faith to
Him or utter one dying cry of repent-
ance and faith in Christ. .And it is high
enough to lift the poorest sinner, the
most humble and despised disciple, up
to a throne and a crown in Heaven.
God's salvation is universal, for He
longs "to have all men saved and come
to the knowledge of the truth." He
takes "no delight" in the death of the
wicked.. He calls to all the 'world:
"Whosoever will may come" and be
saved.

It is "so great salvation.'' because it
Is an eternal salvation. Man measures
values with a short yard stick, but God
uses a measuring rod which is not lim-
ited to time, but extends on and on and
on through the endless years of eternity.
Eternal salvation. A salvation that
knows no end. I remember hearing of
a man once who was saved from death
by drowning a half dozen times, anC
then at last met his end in a watery
grave. He was eaved from death in the
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ing. God does not save a man and then
leave it possible for him to be lost
God's salvation is of the eternal brand
This is the reason it transcends the
mere human. It becomes operative in
this life and continues in force through-
out the endless ages to come. How
could God call it other than "so great
salvation?"

A ND further, it is "so greatsalva
A tion" because it is costly and
glorious. Costly, not in the coin of
this world where nearly everything 13

tested and measured by the gold
dollar; glorious, not in dazzling dis-
play of external trappings; but cost-
ly in that "Heaven gave her best to
the earth, and Christ, the Gift, gave
His best. His very life's blood, that
salvation might be accomplished for
man. and glorious because it revealed
the love, mercy and righteousness of
God to the heart of man. Costly
God's only begotten Son was the price
of man's redemption. When the cruel
civil war wa3 raging in this country
many a home was bereft of its brave
sons who went forth at the nation's
call never to return. Was it not a
costly gift which the mothers and fa
thers gave in the persons of their sons?
Anything, everything else in the
world would have been easier to give
than the beloved sons, the pride and
joy of the home. Costly gifts to the
nation, indeed! The home impover
ished that the nation might be saved!
Heaven impoverished and emptied
that lost mankind might be saved!
A costly salvation, surely! Oh, soul,
just contemplate ail that this salva
tion means in priceless treasure!
The human heart is unable to even
encompass the fullness of its meaning.
It will take eternity to reveal it.

And the glory of it! How would
we ever have known of the love and
mercy and righteousness of God if it
had not been for thft -- salvation which
He gave to the world? We know it Irj

"so great salvation," because it re-

veals the infinite love of God, because
it brings the inexhaustible mercy of
God to meet the desperate need of the
human soul, and because that salva-
tion is the open door to the righteous-
ness which i3 in Christ Je3us, the
expressed and manifested righteous-
ness of God. What conception has
the unsaved man the irnregenerate
man cf the love and mercy and
rightfousness of Cod? A warped and
twisted and unreal conception at best.

UT we have not done ret. It is
complete salvation, and this is

one of the ctrong evidences that it
is a great, marvelous salvation. A
complete salvation! God nas not left
His work half done. Christ did not
come to earth, and live a spotless
life, and suffer and die for sin, and
rise from the grave victor over
death, and then ascend to the throne
at the right hand of God in Heaven,
leaving His work of salvation incom-
plete. No, praise God. He declared
with His dying breath: "It is fin
ished," and it was finished. Atone
ment for sin was fully made. Salva-
tion was complete. And this fact
ought to put joy in the heart and a
song in the mouth. The "hope-I'm-saved- "

Christians have either got a
weak kind of salvation, or else they
are willfully blinding themselves to
the fact that Christ's work was a fin
ished work, and that to the salva-
tion which He offers there is nothing
to be added to make that salvation
sure. Is there nothing for the Chris-
tian to do, then? perhaps you ask.
Is there nothing for the babe to do
after it is born? Yes, it must grow.
It must feed its stomach, it must fill
its lung with air, so as to keep that
life which was given it at birth. But
it does not have to keep being born,
any more than the Christian nas to
keep on being saved. Salvation's
work was complete as soon as the
regenerative work of Christ was
wrought in the heart by faith, and
after the new birth there was need of
growth, but that wa an entirely dif-
ferent thing from salvation. Growth
is not birth, but follows birth.
Growth in the Christian life is
distinct from salvation In that it
follows salvation, and the former can
not take place until the latter condi
tion has been realized.

0, then, salvation which God offers
O t

a

a

a

he lost sinner is complete, th
matchless work of God. Human effort
cannot add to it or make it more ef-

fective. But Paul makes use of the
term "salvation" In speaking to those
who have been saved by faith in Christ
Jesus which has a different meaning.
The Christian is told to "work out hi3
own salvation." But this Is not th
salvation which he experienced when
he was taken a lost sinner by Jesus
Christ and made a redeemed soul. It
is not the salvation that found him
dead in trespasses and sins and with-
out hope, and left him a cleansed and
quickened soul, with a. living and
eternal hope. That salvation was
blood-bough- t. It is the finished work
of Christ. But the salvation which the
Christian may continue to know is
that of development and growth of the
life which Christ has given, v- - .That
plant must keep on growing'jt' must
continue to drink lathe sua. and the

dew. Its rootlets must persistently
reach down and out and draw up the
nourishment it needs, or else it will
wither and. die. And the law of life
and growth is as binding upon the
Christian as it is upon the little plant
The Christian must will to grow. He
must drink in the sunshine of God's
love, and the rain of His discipline.
He must send out the rootlets of de-

sire and purpose into the rich soil of
God's Word and God's presence and
draw the nourishment which he needs,
if he would keep in health and vigor
the spiritual life which Christ has
given. And this Iz the salvation
which the Christian is admonished
to work out "with fear and trembling,"
but the salvation which God offers to
the unregenerate sinner is the finished
product of Hi3 marvelous love and
mercy. God's salvation is a complete
salvation.

is also immediate. Oh, if guilty,ITlost
sense of their need of God and of
Jesus' power to save them would only
realize that the salvation which is of-

fered them is one of immediateness.
Not something to he realized w,

next week or next year, but now,
right now. It Is always in the pres-
ent that God saves. All of God's
promises of salvation are written In
the present tense. God does not date
His salvation notes ahead so that the
soul must wait until the day arrives
before cashing them. God says: "Now
is the accepted time, now is the day
of salvation." Now. right now! Im-
mediate salvation! I wa3 talking with
a dear man the other day who realized
he needed Christ. He believed in God.
He believed in Christ as the Son of
God and the Saviour of the world. He
wanted to be and expected to be a
Christian some day. And in the dark-
ness and uncertainty of a future hopo
and purpose he was groping about. To
him, "religion was a profound study."
as he put it. The idea possessed his
soul that to ba saved required days
and weeks and perhaps months and
years of study and preparation. I
tried to point him to the immediate
ness or the salvation which God of-

fered him. But he is still unsaved. Ho
is still groping about in the darkness
of his own notions, while the bright
promises of God's word continue to
bear the date of the present. To-da- y

he may have salvation. To-morro- w,

next week, next month, next year, God
promises nothing.

AND last of all it is an only salva- -

there is nothing like it in Heaven or
in earth. It Is the one and only sal
vation. The world has sought to pick
a quarrel with God upon this score.
t has called God narrow because He

offered an only salvation, and has in-

vented schemes and religions of its
own which would seem to offer . a
multitude of roads by which the soul
may travel irom eartn to Heaven.
God's road is the only through road
to Heaven. Man's roads appear well
paved in this life, but they end in
nothingness in the life beyond. And if
God has provided an only and a sure
way of salvation, what more is need
ed? What man is th-;r- e in the world
who would seek to pick a quarrel with
his town and a neighboring city be-

cause more' than one good, safe
through road was not provided? It i3
considered enough. Those who want
to pass from one place to the other
are glad to take the only road. What
folly for some dissatisfied soul to
plunge off over some road that begins
well and ends in a swamp or woods
somewhere. He would have no one to
blame but himself. And why should
the man be dissatisfied with God upon
this score? When God provides an
only salvation in the person of His
Son, and then makes the offer to the
world that whosoever will may come,
He has done all that i3 necessary to
save the lost world, and He is not
to be blamed if some "choose dark-
ness rather than ligh. because their
deeds are evil."

mHIS is the wonderful salvation
jl which Goa oners to you ana to me,
and as He offers it and in patience walta
its acceptance, the servant of God, m
our text, exclaims: "How shall we es
cape if we neglect so great salvation."
There are an infinite number of rea
sons why people reject God's offer of
salvation. We have not space or time
to enumerate them. You know what
it Is that -- is keeping you from accept-
ing of this "so great salvation." But
our text suggests perhaps the reason
why most people are not saved. Just
simple neglect. But even those who
neglect "so great salvation, are to be
lost with all those who for other rea
sons reject God's offer. Ah, hpw
many, many precious souls, who know
of God's offer of salvation, who be-

lieve that Jesus is the Sen of God and
the Saviour of the world, are every day
and month and year going down to eter-
nal death because of neglect! They in-

tend some day to close with God's of-

fer. They want to be saved. But they
keep putting off. They neglect "so
great salvation," and how can they es-

cape? They have no excuse to offer.
Neglect has written the warrant of
death against their souls. The ques-

tion which our text asks has never
been answered. Man has theorized
and speculated over it, but never has
there been an answer found for thi.s
solemn question: "How shall we es-

cape?" Yea, answer oh, soul! Con
sider the matter well! How shall you
escape If you neglect so great salva
tion? You cannot escape, for there is
salvation in none other than in
Jesus, for there is no other nam
under Heaven given among men,
whereby we must be saved." Then let
not neglect or any other thing hinder
you from accepting the salvation
which God so freely offers you. Let
this question burn itself into your
heart: "How shall we escape, if we
neglect eo great salvation?" .

CHINESE ATTACK

RAiLRQAD

Civil Officials Barely Escape From
Troops at Port Adams.

REPORT JAP SHIP DAMAGED

aplha Lnnurh Frnni Port Avihar
Plant m Torpulo A((alnt the
. Side of a Jap Crniarr Rum-ai- an

Cm ft Bfarbril.
-

Lino Yang:, May JO. Cblnetp ol-tlie- ra

Sunday attacked the rallwny
roal mines occupied by the Randan
administrative "force near Port
Adams, and ilmve ant the official!
who were irorUinj: therein, many of
them escaping; only partly clad. The
Clilnesc looted the nork and re-
tired.

CRIPPLE JAPANESE CHIISER.

Russian Fleet Scores Its first Naval
Success.

" Liao Yang, May 16. (Delayed In
transmission.) The Russian fleet
scored Its first disinct naval success
of the war on May 10 by the torpedo-
ing and crippling, though not the sink-
ing of an armored Japanese cruiser in
Talien Wan bay.

The Russian attack was carefully
planned on May 10, while the Japanese
squadron was concentrated outside
Dalny,. devoting its whole attention to
Talien Wan bay, and waa carried out
the same night.
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The attacking force was not a
torpedo boat, but was only a
naptha launch in command of a

young naval officer, who had with--

three The mounted a
machine gun and

torpedoes.
. When darkness fell, the crept
out of Port Arthur, hugging the shore,
with no lights, and no
from the engines to betray

It was late when she gained the
outer line of the squadron.
Slipping- - through the torpedo boat
pickets, selecting the war-
ship, a big armored cru,iser, she stols

her and "succeeded in exploding
her a single torpedo. A

deafening roar followed the explosion,
which echoed far ashore. Immediate-
ly enveloped the cruiser,
evidently was criippled.
" The crew of the cruiser was seen to
be fighting the fire, which they at
succeeded in extinguishing. A sister

took the vessel tow
and disappeared to the southwest.

The escaped the hot fire di-

rected her by the Japanese
ships, but unable to return to
Port Arthur or to get into Dalny,
was-- beached not far from Dalny.

Only a few of the higher officers
were aware of the plan, the success cf
which upon secrecy.
achievement raised the 'spirits of the
Russians afloat and ashore, and the
young naval officer who was the hero
of the exploit was feted recom

for the of St.
The Russians, on May 11,

that the presence of a Japan-
ese rqiyidron meant an attempt to cap-
ture Dalny, blew up the piers and qui-
etly evacuated the place.

Two thousand Japanese have reoc-cupi- ed

the road to Sanchilipu,
off Port Arthur. A

force is advancing again&t Polandien.
HAS OT BEEN CONFIRMED.

Rumors of a Gre-t- t Battle at
ot Credited In

London, May 16. No
has reached London of the rumors of
a great battle at Siu-Ye- n, no at-

tention whatever is to the wild
reports of the fall of Port In
Japanese quarters here, confidence is
expressed that a great assau,lt upon

A Resjnlnr Business
St. 13. Recruits for the

States marine corps re-

ceived at the fair The
recruiting station will be maintained in
connection with the model camp to be
established for the 200 marines from
th? east. v

Kennr to Canal Treasurer.
Washington, May 15.

Sewall retired, formerly pay-

master general of the navy, it is stat-
ed at the navy has been
selected as treasurer the Panama
canal commission
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TENNESSEE, SUBSCRIPTION:

MINES

that fortress will be attempted
the end of May.

The correspondent of the Daily News
at Chefoo says that he left Port Arthur
last Tuesday, when the channel had
been cleared, two crui&ers having
steamed outside. On May 7, he adds
the garrison there numbered 15,000
men. and was provisioned for nine
months.

IT IS A CRITICAL MOMENT.

Movements of the Japanese DIs
enssed by the Russian Press.

St. Petersburg, May 14. 12:50 p. m.
The army organ is disinclined to be

lieve that Hal-Chen- g is the Japanese
objective. It says the division of
guards now marching in that direc
tion probably will swerve northward

Liao-Yan- g, followed by the
forces now at Suyan-Chow- ,. z nd com
bining with the division reported 10 be
at Somaitzi. make a combined attack
on Liao-Yan- g.

The Vremya's expert esti
mates the forces advancing against
Liao-Yan- g at 100,000 men, with 50,000

and 270 guns, and believes the
Russians are retiring upon their base.

"It is a and anxious mo
ment," the paper continues. Gen
Kuropatkin, allowing the enemy to
take the offensive, is for a fa
vorable moment to strike a decisive
blow."

Although the issue price of the new
Russian loan is a secret here, the
newspapers express satisfaction with
its terms. The Novoe Vremya points
out that seven per cent, was paid dur-
ing the Turkish war, and that now the
rate is only five per cent, whereas the
Japanese are paying at least six per
cent, for a smaller amount.

The emperor has accepted $750,000
for the navy from Stroganov,
from the p'atriotic emergency fund,
consisting of several million roubles
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The army medical department has
completed its prophylactic measures
for the east and are now able to cope
with any epidemic among the troops.
A disfnfecting apparatus has been sen
to every point in Manchiyia, and also
every kind of serum, to the total value
of $55,000. Every soldier was vacci
nated after passing Baikal. Smallpox
is the only contagious diseas--e reported
by the Siberian hospitals. There nave
been three cases at Chita, 14 at Werkh--
neudinsk and 15 at Ailan.

THE IAPS IO.VTIMK I.AM1I5G,

Seventeen Miles of the Railroad to
Port Arthur Destroyed.

New Chwang, May 15. The Japan
ese troops continue landing at Pitsewo
and the railroad has been cut again
17 miles of track being gone. Com
munication, however, for that distance
has been kept up by the aid of carts
The Port Arthur mail is about S6
hours old when it gets to New Chwang.
This morning a few more troops left
and moved to the Russian camp, three
miles east of the city, which is now
practically unprotected. Two corre
spondents went over the entire town
last night and did not see a single sen
try on duty. The natives are growing
more restless as the Russians continue
to move out.

Vladimir Inspects Troops.
St. Petersburg, May 16. Grand Duke

Vladimir, Sunday, inspected ten com
panies of the men of the second re-
serve, who are called upon whenever
mobilization brings the first reserve in-
to the active army. To the number of
1,000 they paraded through the Kras
noye Sel, 16 miles from St. Petersburg,
where the guards are encamped. They
afterwards practiced at the rifle ranges,
and made an average of 32 per cent.
of hits. As it has been 13 years since
the men saw active service, the grand
duke was highly pleased with the
showing which they made.

Report Dalny Taken.
New York, May 16. A St. Petersburg

cable to the Herald says-- : From Muk
den the Japanese are reported to have
turned up in six different new places.
occupied four stations, blown up the
line five' vorsts below Port Adams and
taken Dalny.

Allegred Missouri Lynch! nr.
Joplin,.Mo., May 15. It is reported

here that James Marion, father of Ed
and Will Marion, in jail here for horse-
stealing, was hanged in Newton coun-
ty. The report says that the body was
found hanging to a tree, riddled with
bullets.

A Pretty Big: Discrepancy.
Boston, May 15. The firm of Whit-

ney. Pousland & Co.. leading commis-
sion merchants of this city, has filed
a voluntary petition in bankruptcy
with liabilities of $111,908 and assets of
$163.

(Tennessee State Newsj
The Boll Weevil Fight.

A late Washington dispatch, dis-

cussing the boll weevil fight, says:
Work has already begun, under the

direction of the field agents of the di-

vision of entomology of the bureau of
plant industry of the department of
agriculture, seeking means for fight-
ing the cotton boll weevil. Congress
realized the danger to the cotton in
dustry in this pest when the appropria
tion of ?500,000 was made for the pur
pose of fighting it.

Fifteen stations have been selected
In Texas, where cotton will be culti-
vated under the direction of the spe
cial men in the employ of the depart
ment, and the work of the weevil with
the growth of the cotton plant will be
closely watched and recorded. In the
meantime investigation is being made
Into the origin of the insect in Mex
ico to ascertain, if possible, whether
It has a natural enemy which may be
Introduced into Texas. The discover
ies of the investigation so far ad
vance little hope for its ultimate de
struction. ' .

l nere is in press now, however, a
bulletin of 116 pages, dealing entirely
with the weevil. It will be issued
soon and distributed to the growers
and planters in the infested area. It
is prepared under the direction of
Field Agents W. E. Hunter and W. D.
Hinds, and is said to be a most com
plete treatise. The following extract
irom tne bulletin relating to the pros
pects of the spread of the insect is
believed to be of special Interest at
this time.

That the great cotton growing sec
tion of Mississippi may not escape in
vaslon is a serious question to contem
plate. The extract referred to reads
as follows:

"The investigations of the life his
tory of the weevil have indicated that
the most important elements in limit
ing the spread of the insect namely.
winter temperatures in this case of
fer no assurance that the pest will
soon be checked. For the past ten
years, except where local unfavorable
conditions have interfered, it has ad-

vanced annually a distance cf about
fifty miles. The insect is undoubtedly
changing its habits and adapting itself
to climate conditions in new regions
that it is invading. It is undoubted
ly true that it has acquired an ability
to withstand more severe frosts than
occurred in the vicinity of San An
tonio In 1895. Except in a few partic
ular regions, however, it does not
seem that the continued spread will
be as rapid as it has been. The coun-
try between Gonzales county and the
Red river is practically a continuous
cotton field, and the prevailing winds
have undoubtedly favored the north
ward spread of the insect. Similar
conditions will now favor a rapid ex-

tension into the Red river valley in
Louisiana, and likewise there seems
no doubt that the spread will be rapid
in the Yazoo valley in Mississippi,
but in most other situations through-
out the belt the cotton fields are
smaller and more isolated than is the
case in Texas; consequently it is to oe
supposed that the spread of the pest
will be retarded somewhat.

"Basing estimates on a careful study
of the distance the boll weevil has
traveled each j'ear, as well as upon
some attention that has been paid to
the means whereby it reaches new ter-
ritory, it seems safe to predict that in
from fifteen to eighteen years the pest
will be found throughout the cotton
belt. During the time it has been in
Texas there has been no tendency
toward dying out, and in South Texas
the pest is practically as troublesome,
except in so far as it is affected by
changes in managing the crop, as it
was in 1893. In Mexico, where it has
existed for a much longer period, it is
apparently as plentiful as ever. Care-
ful attention which has been paid to the
study of parasites and diseases, as
well as temperatures unfavorable tc
the insect, has failed to reveal any
prospect that it will ever be much less
troublesome than now. There will,
nevertheless, be seasons from time
to time In which the damage will be
much less than normal. Climatic con-
ditions will undoubtedly cause tem-
porary diminution of the numbers of
the pest in certain localities. In Texas
these conditions have given rise al-
most every year to the supposition on
the part of the planters that the in
sects have died out. W henever a se
ries of years of scantj'. rainfall is fol
lowed by one of normal precipitation
the weevil will temporarily be com
paratively unimportant. The most
disastrous seasons will be those in
which the rainfall is excessive and
planting unavoidably thrown late.

The fact that the insect is rather
rapidly adapting itself to conditions
in the United States that are quite
diverse from those of its native home
leads to the supposition that it would
experience " but little difficulty in
adapting itself to climate conditions
wherever cotton may be grown. This
probability of the spread of the weevil
outside of the United States Is In-

creased bv the fact that cotton seed
for planting purposes is frequently
shipped from the United States to va- -

rior.K parts of the globe. There is
nothing whatever to prevent weevils
that may happen to be sacked with
cotton seed from being carried long
distances on shipboard.

Lauderdale's Big Strawberry Crop.
Home grown strawberries have

been on the market at Ifipley about
two weeks, and the prospects for a
big crop are said to lie flattering,
although the cool weather and ex-

cessive rains will cause them to be
somewhat late. Last week the first
carload was shipped from Curve, the
center of the crop in the county, and
when the season gets into full swing
several carloads will be shipped
daily from that point.
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A Warning to Southern Girls. ' !

TJe most stupendous and auda-
cious scheme which the world vei
witnessed is being organized and op
erated at this time to lure young
girls from the towns of this an--

other States into the dens of iniquity
in St. Louis. The matter has Com.
to light through the abortive aj- -
icmpis oi some oi tne agents ot tne
S3ndicate engaged in this traffic of
iniquity', and the most determined
efforts to stop the practice are being
set on foot by. the people of the city
of St. Louis, as well as those of other
cities and towns where the
hopes to recruit its victims. Tiie
plan of the syndicate is to procure
young Avomen from the working
classes to come to St. Louis under
promise of employment during the
World's Fair season, and then to
meet them at the depot in St. Louis
and conduct them to some brothel,
where their feet are set in the ways
of ruin and their lives are hopelessly
wrecked before 'they can be reached
by any possible assistance.

Final Decree Entered. -1

A final decree was handed down
at Knokviire last week in the re-
ceivership of the Southern Building
and Loan Association, which, when
thrown into the hands of a receiver
in March, 1897, had subscribers and
stockholders in eight or ten Southern
States. Attorney-Gener- al Chas. T.
Cate, Jerome Templeton, Webb &
McClunsr, as attorneys, have received
$70,000 and are allowed $25,000
more, with an additional fee of $12,-o0- 0

for acting as attorneys for the
receiver. Maj. D. A. Carpenter, re-
ceiver, is allowed 5 per cent 'of the
collections, which totaled $1,000,-00- 0.

This gives him $50,000. Two
bankers get $1,000 each for auditing
the accounts of the receiver. A final."
dividend of .ro per cent paid to
shareholders. The Southern was the
largest building and loan association
in the South, if not the United
States. Outside of Tennessee, Ar-
kansas had the largest number.

Text Book Commission.
Ciovernor Frazier last week ap-

pointed P. L. llarned of Clarks-vill- e,

H. D. Huffaker of Chatta
nooga and J. II. Kirkland of Nash
ville members of the State Textbook
Commission. These gentlemen are
members of the State Board of Edu
cation. With the governor and State
superintenxlent of schools they con-

stitute the State Textbook Commis-
sion. Immediately after appoint
ment the new commission met and
appointed a subcommittee of -- five to

will not be known until t lie bids are
in. The commission will, it is said,
make some changes in the books now
in use, but will also arrange for a
gradual introduction of new books,
so as to entail as little cost as pos
sible on the public.

Seven Horses Burned.
A hirge barn belonging to Jim

Porter, south of Huntingdon, was
destroyed by fire last week, and with
it were burned seven horses belong- - --

ing to Mr. Porter. A large quan
tity of corn, fodder and farming ma--

chinerv was also consumed. The
origin of the fire is a mvsterv. The
loss to Mr. Porter is about '$1,000,
with no insurance.

""Farmers to Meet.
The farmers of Montgomery- - coun-

ty will hold a meeting in Clarksville
this week for the purpose of consid-
ering ways and means for more prof-
itable farming, and discussing other
matters if interest to them. The
meeting has been called by the
American Society of Equity of
Xortli America.

Big Gusher at Jamestown.
A flowing oil vein was struck last

week about four miles from James-
town. At a depth of about, seven
hundred feet, oil began to flow at
the rate of 12,000 barrels per day,
and it has continued to flow at this
rate. Excitement is at a high pitch
throughout the entire oil belt sec-

tion of Kentucky and Tennessee.

Stave Factory at Bolivar.
A new stave factory has been es-

tablished at "Bolivcr, and was put
into operation last week. The fac-
tory has a capacity of 20.000 tight
barrel staves per day, and the pro-
duct will all be shipped to Northern
markets.

An Important Opinion.
An important opinion has been

rendered Secretary, of State Morton
by At tornej-Gener- al Cates regard-
ing the expiration of the terms of
office of notaries public. He holds
that the notaries' term expires four
vears from the date of election and
not from the date of commission.
Another legal proposition is that
whether or not a deputy county
court clerk has the right to take
acknowledgements of incorporators
of charters.
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