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REV. M, W, STRYKER.

“Democracy and Christianity,” the Bub-
Juet n_lf A Forecsful Argument by the
Frealdent of Hamilton Oollege, Clin.

ton, N. ¥ .«The Feople’s Day Advances, |

NEw Youx Ciry, — “Democracy and |

Christinnity’ was the subject of n {oreeful
sermon by the Rev, Dr. M. W. Stryker,
'I"Q‘!!ld!'nl of Hamilton College, Clinton, N,
Y., in the Brick Freabyterian Church, Sun:

tln[;' morning, 1. Suryker said
t is not piways remembered that, on ita
human side, Moses founded s republican
form of government. It was o be main
tutnoed through popular representation, The
fallure was in lsrasl, not in the idea. When
Salesl anointed Saul he did it wnder wol-
“atest, It wos a relspee from privil-
1ge were 8 mnkeshift and it turned

.

n sound philosophy of man and
and distinguishing humanity
ulensils and furnitore, 1 would
Attempt the connotation of the
A which state—each in its own
with the strongest mutual bears
| avhole hope of mankind: Demoe-
ristianity. You may run out, in
el and ‘width, the many proposi-
jigh 1 can now only utter, not am-
g have only time for the broadax
the ads,
thie word “‘mankind”—that 1,
man-kinned — reluted, eousined, brotheys,
When Paul, the apostle, speaks (literally)
of “the whole fatherdom in heaven and
earth"-—he aflirma the broad and elemen-
til gospel theorem of the common origin,
tae common opportunity, the common con-
eorn of all humanity, “God bhath made of
one blood"—"In ome spirit all baptized
into one body”—such phrases chavacterize
this whole new covenant and contemplate

the rearrangement of the world.

A unity of privilege, daty, affection—a
common derivation, development and goal

* —the doctrine of the essential solidarity of
man, To affiem this is the instinct, the
infrangible purpose of the gospel. Either
thin mutuality, thia cohesive and integrat-
ing impuise, working ite way steadily, how-

" ever slow its stages, or at last a sterile race
and a shattered star!

Economics? It is the law of the world’s
hnusckecpmq. Politles—it s man's com-
mon citizenship, Philanthropy, equity, law,
ethics, religion—these are the bonds that
transcend roce ard region and date. Be-
fore their scope {‘I‘O\‘Illf'hlhﬁlll pheses into
insigniticance, History ia thé record of
the painful but steady evoiution of human
wnity—homogeneity. Socialogy is ethics.

This 18 the “increasing purpose” of time,

fan's nature involves society, He g en-
vironed by his fellows. He is born into
apd constructed for their close relation.
This is his irrevocable constitution—the
means toward it, better or worse, are but
by-laws, The one inevitable, the others
provisional and ftentative. These are
changed and shaken, that remains, The
definition and practieal ordering of this
relation, whether by means better or
worse, the pussertion of puartnership and
federntion, in whatever degree of wisdom
—the assertion of a common weal (or woe)
—this is government.

However they have blundered, or stut-
tered, or fumbled, the experiment toward
the organizing of human life and its activi-
ties have been experiments in search of

. fair and fruitful terms under which men
may live together. Perceived or unseen,
the ends of government are to secure the
well being of men as men, and that must
be the best government which maost ef-
fectually secks the utmost welfare of all
within its control—which seeks a right
and equitable society, As a means to t%is
end it is atrong and sacred, as & means to
ﬂ other ends it is stultified,

it concerns us, then. at once to note the

/ mames and essentin]l implications of the
eeveral schemes and forma of government
\(or ways of getting on together) which
men have attempted and exhibited.

«Autocracy—the rule of one man, cen:
“tering all poweér in his own person and
responsible only to himself. “I'etat c'est
moi.”  Absoluteism—an imperfect man
cannot, a perfect man would not; for
gither way individually is frustrated, Des-

e Potism is misanthropie.

! snarchy—which ordinarily impliea a
pgree of consent and delegation of pow-

md has wide limits according as the

€ts have great or small influence.
orms of monarchy are not inconsise
it with real popular power, only then
eir terminology i3 an anachronism and
their retention a superflaous and absurd
CXpense.

Plutocracy 18 the rule of wealth—the

<nower of money holders as such, It is
wbtle and suliversive of men. That
itota by “community of interest,’ by si-
ent arithmetic, does not indeed mecessi-

~tate, but makes possible oppressions not
less actunl Dbecause insidious and wuna-
yowed. It has ruined greak peoples. For
Ysommunity of the interested” 35 widely

«diverse from tho interest of the communi-
ty. The peoples also “cannot serve wod
and mammon.” #Plutoerncy is not a coms-
monwealth. Weal itsolf is not mere
wealth. The word “swealth” begs the
question. Plutus was blind!

Oligarchy, the “few" in power, whether
a clique, a bureau, n “machine,” or a ring,

Bnd by whatsoever means instailed and tol

4 ted, Tis selectness and separateness

Blid virtual assumption is its odiom. Ita

esponsibility is its wiee, Tts seifish-
ey 14 its defeat. It refuses Lo share.

3% Aristocracy, liternlly the rule by the
Best, ideally an excellent term and thing,
P ) : !
thiir own rating—what one has called “the
fifle irony of an entailed nobllity!"” Heve-
Wtary privilege tomted with pride and

gupercilionsness and snobbery and the dry
rot of these—a non-sequi
ping the many for the few, cliss prevoga-

tve and the non-human proseriptions of
Aste. The "best” shoald rule in the in
Mirests of what is good, bul the self-stvled
Waw of lowlessndss, the rule of eaprice and
1 violence, denying authority in  that
icense whoich is the parody and ruin of
true liberty!
eal recognition of Him “the first and the
last and the living one;” but never dele-
goted to any vieegereat, installed in the
vommon consent of free consciences and

"l

t, nitrsing their own exclusivenesy, may
hecome the worst.
Anarohy! Contradiction in tspms! The
sbsoluteism of the mob!
Theocracy — the reign of God, sctual
while God is God, truly realized in univer-

when usurped by kingeraft or priesterafc |

the basest perversion of the highest truth,
Democracy: Beli-government by the
. people. The dignity of the people is the
mtention of their Creator, He who is the
source of this seif-role, is also ita only se-
curity. Each man with, not apart from,
every other, directly and {Dil‘lti on-
sgihle to God. The highest law mmn
sbaolved from all vsurpations, aud
wan, secured in the perizct
argrat obedience, 3 ¥
A name for the maete tyranny of S
fude—a sulservient miEn o
wnd 1o schemars WHO SRR
seticuing whlls

O

stically, however, the seif-clected at

15, 8till exploit- |

Freedom ecrushed under the |

Sy Al

the “rule” 4o lost, sod the demos i by

tis mesna thwarted of his ends. Demos

o ideal whan it meets all the con-
ditions of tolal responsibility to God-—-
when in the hl,h peerage of that luyalty
of ereature to Creator all neighbors love
all neighbors as one family of the highest!

Love, vertical and lateral, is its law—the
“pcrfeut law of liberty,”

Therefora, 1 hold both that Christlanity
intends demoecrscy, and that only in ils
reality ean democragy thrive or endure
Other foundation it cannot lay. If the
Son of Man shall make the peoples free
they shall be free indecd, and not other
wive. Iis autonomy is theire, His valy
ation exaltsa them. Hiy rights sscure
theira. In Him, who ia all in all, they are
complete,

A republic is a demoerscy convoniens
ing 1ta sell-rule by representatives who ave
it sgents. These are but trustess and
stewards—accountable to the people's in-
telligent will, Othér, thev are defunlters

Helieving that under God man shall not
fatl, T believe utterly in demoerney as the
final experiment of time, up to which all
othoers have led. Tf this idea is bankrupted
pll goes down, Only s it reasous deeply
na to the source of ita righta and the
scope of
and eataclysm. God, or the deluge!

believe in democracy because I hold
that man & not & mechanism bul & me-
chanic—{lat every individual soul of the
race 14 sacred, that the probation of mane.
kind lies in the full congent to human
enuality before (God, and to all the equiticn
which that invoiven. Here stands “he lase
bulwark agalnst tyranny. This must be
the method, if there be uny, Lefore which
a false subordination and a false insub-
ardination are both to be banished. The
valvation of the peoples is in a divine hu
man society which at last shall realize the
whole purpose of Jesus Christ. 1t has
not yet been seen; but “lo this bear all
the prophets witness"—a society feehn
all its eommon responsibilities, and "wwﬁ
for all"" fulfilling every relation—this, and
becavse it 1e “idea),’ ia the finality. In
it democracy and Christinnity ‘would
meat, and righteousness wed peace!

To econguer thin ideal into actuality is
the task nnd travail of time—to doubt
that it can be is to surrender the couse of
mankind,

There ia now in some quarters a sickly
and sentimental dissent from the goal of
democracy, and a cowardly whispered
préference agningt the substantive claim
of man as man. This reluctancy from the
burden of the problem and disregard of
the good of the manv 19 ordinarily tracea-
ble to a selfish snd absentee spimt. It
assumesa to distrust what love of ense dis-
likes, nnd what eomfortable and compla-
cent apathy woold pestpone, Its invest-
ments are all in the present, aa it is, and
it wil take no stock in the future as it
should be. It interprets the major con-
miderations of hife by the minor. “The of-
fense of the tross is not ceased.” Dut it
13 crucifixion thyt leads to resurrection,
Avay with this droning and whining pes-
simism!

And, on the other hand, there are those
who applaud democracy without reckoning
ita principles and its foundations. Be-
twoen it and absolutism there is, in time’s
long run, no logical half way. Can man
fearn that demoeracy brings no one down,
but every one up? Can man learn ita
reciprogities and its emancipations? Will
man see the basilar doetrine of the in-
herent value and birthright of each several
soul—value to itaelf, to all others and to
the one God of all?

If not, then all falls apart and a soclety |

not made up of & bulk of subservients and
n few preferred creditors ia a fatuity and
n dream, and the Nazarene was a droamer.
But that way lies the madness of anarchy.

Any government is, at a given time,

strong, as the ratio is of its people (or |

{;nrm} who believe in it and are ready to
nck that belief. Ultimately it is ns
strong as it bas principles worthy to be
belicved in, The bottom
ocracy is the utmost
things: (u) suthority, (b) reaponsibility,
Both of these, Neither goes well or far.
or can stand fast, alone. These balanced
centrifugul and centripetal forces main-
tain the orbit. All the phases and hopes
of & genuine and rational democracy are
reducible to the balance of this double
idea, The duality is eritieal,

By this as a definition I will stand—

diffusion of two

that true democracy is a government in |
which every whole man, and because a |

man, counts one. Persons are the units,
and government of, by and for these is
the sum of all its parts. Its spirit is as
great as the number of spirita that ahare
it, and as good as the number of good
spirits that ghare it. Its division exactly
equals the dividend, and the quotient is
one.

“Division of labor,” which is made to
mean “you labor and I divide,” is not
democracy. Nince, in this long division
of “authorily and reaponsibi.ity” every
man should be fitted to count one. Dem-
ccrady menaces itself, denies its raison
d'etre, when it for 4 moment neglects to
seel this fitness of its meritz, Kepresen-
tation is of these fit merits. The proxy
15 valid oy in this, The ballot affirms
the importance of each integer. Its qual-
ified intelligence and its unmolested free-
Gom 18 ita safety, that always it shall be
|".".T'I:“'l as one, "'%*l never more or 1('."5.

Lesa or more is the sappression romewhere

of manhood; less, it were tyrannized;
wore, it were tyrannienl. To corrupt, to
seduee, to intimidate or to suppress it is
fo vielate democracy. Demoeracy alone
cavses the rights of a minority to fear a
muejority, For all and by all thig recag-
nition of mann declares thil because every
man should count one he shall! No other
method of government declares thas, or
attempts to reallze it Ilesting ite case
npon “the right nsdessment of what con-
stitutes human vaiue," it implies that
vichts and duties are strietly correlative
ond recivrocal, It studies its rules in the
dayhight of ita principles. Our Supreme
Court s ;:-ri'l'!'l':{'fi E'j-' this overruling LGS
tv., Democracy id its test and fta dictum,
It s the ullimete national vefoge of the
people. It gives the nigher law.

The disteibutive assuygnment of govern-
ment is the radical end of democracy, not
::".-r"..'ru!in;: to mun, but a=eending with
him. It 13 not paternal, but fraférnal,

Human ethics rising from lovalty to
one mere tribe or cian — Ishmaeliiwh!—
risea toward the comprehension of mnan-
right. The history of this growth of hu-
man  institutions, making and remaking
themseives, discovers that they maove with
the instinct of a generic human life, The
impnlse strengthens as il by hydrostatie
pressure.  That great democrat, Lineoln:
that splendid representative of the fine
old mristooratic family of man, said well,
in 1838, what has the broadest possible
applieation: “They who denv freedom
to others deserve it not for themseives,
and under tho rule of a just God cannot
long retain 1t The paramount doetrine
ol equnl rights is that each soul has a di-
vine richt, a kinely and knightly right,

t2 all the liberty ke can use, and bas the |

right to stand u», in his Maker's image,
to sagw what be can use. Its formative
proposition is that & just society liee in

| the good of all 118 elements, and that this

good liew in the removing, by pick or
vowder. of all ayadable hindrances to
the affirmation of s prmanality, livs

ita duties shall it avert fuilure |

idea of dem- |

cirenmatances can) esen unitary being o
ave the {allest possibie. iife.

Al “liberty" ﬂ\u sooial limitations, and
its problem w to reduce these limitations
1o the lowest terms necessary to and oon-
slstént with it own wtmost dilfusion,
Freadom also ia law,

It 1 not the commercial, the siratecie,
bearings of the Monroe dootrine that
maves it strong in onr American hearts
snd determination, but its immense moral
meaning that deimocracy shall not have its
providentinl arena narrowed, nor its scope
thwarted by the imposition of another
theory of the people, Aweriea  (nohle |
Anmoriea) is the vantige ground and the
pulwark of potlar free government, and
to maintain this hieh theory of man un
envangered, we will fight f need be
ithough God forbud the need) if nll the
sons are 1o run red! It was thin tremen
doun instinct n »aich, in one of the no
nleat wara of time, we rose up to lift Cuba
yeots under the blondy kel of the line of
Philip 1L and of Alva. The peopie’s day
advances,

I come, therelore, to nasert that which

have tried to approach, and this it ia:

Uhat the aim of & true democracy is in
the most compiele accord with the aims
n{ lht‘ uu»pl'|- I:-th Are cnmnw]pn{wr,
Their implications are mutual, They alike
ssattl or fall upon the proposition of the
universal spiritun] rights of all men as men.
pach breaks down all “middle wall of
r.lrutmn," and unloowes “the yeke of
jondage,” opens the gates of day to
“evory cresture under heaven!”  Eaech
secks the greatest quantity of the highest
ouality,  Christinnily, fruly measured,
comes (in the strong words of Henry
Nesh, in . that N]]llfll':lif“ltif? volame, “The
Genesia of the Social Conscienes™): “lo
make the best the world knows native to
the humb.est,”

“In His noma—"50n of Man""=tLhe great
Emancipator has “authority to execute
judgment” upon all oppressions. He s
man's Man! His authority intends the
commonalty ¢ all souls yielding to Him
a supreme lovalty., His church s the
democracy of freed mun. Abolish®ng bars
riers, rending divisive artifieinities, level-
ing up, not down. He introduces the au-
tonomy of those He redeems from everv
inhuman bondage, and recalls every child
of Adam, every “prisoner of bope,” to be
in his true birthright a prince "and a
priest. All for each and each for all is
the bold and beautiful charter to which
Hia aignaturs is given, and which is sealed |
with the sign of the cross! Under it all
“suffer and reioice together

Democracy I8 not “the multitude m
power, with no adequate ideal to elevate
and to guide;" for that is not rule; but
it in the people bound in a fraternity, an
equity, n unity, in which all ars common
shareholders in an uplifted and celestial-
ized manhood,

Demooracy. justly conceived, is indi-
geno.® to Christinnity— Christianity im-
plies demooracy and nothing short of it.
Dependence (upon God); independence
{of all insalutary duress); interdepend-
ence {as members of one great human
body); these are the three angust watchs
worda of what the Son of Man prepares
and will perform. They are cardinal, All
temporizing expedients will fail. They
are dopy and brittle. Taresis stampa
them, They are judged.

All the real progress in the idea of what
a genuine demooracy ineludes, and what
¢ excludes, has been, consciousiy or nov
an appreciation and incorporation o{
Christ’s ideas of man. It has been a
painful process, slow'y penetrating the
intricate processes and sodden politics of
the world, attended by harsh parodies and
bittar failures; but it has besn continbious
and culminating, and at last it will con-
quer,

The errors and fallies of men in the aa.
ered name of mankind have been appalling.
Liberty has been doclnimed « - those who
were “‘themselves the servants of corrup-
tion." but the véry curr oy of the conn: |
terfeit ta a testimony to the value of the
trie coin.

Timid sonls shrink back from the birth-
pangs of change. The nearsighted and
ense-loving refuse to think large enough
to see what lies in' that propnsition, in
which the evangel is cognate with the law
of liberty—that every man is a man. Lut
the virgin'a magnificat is the ennunciation
of & new societv, It is a prophecy. Ar |
apocalvose i folded in it, “He hath put |
down the mizhty from their seats and ex-
alted them of low degren.”

That cause of the people, which by the |
ntmost widening of responsibility engages
and educates the largest mumber, grows
with each latest day. Before ita “awful
rose of dawn” the lanterns of prn]-imz|
veara are superseded. The Jaw of the |
spirit of life, aa Christ, the people’s Nan,
interprete it, making all classea “danger- |
ous classes,” and those the most 8o who
must absent themselves from the concerns
of men at Inrge; it instills the convietion
that an netually human relationship yields
to no “adverse possession” of privilege,
and that the dynasty of tae minority
must pass.

For demacracy Ameriea stands, To it |
we are shut up, This is the people’s land,
By Christianity democracy  shall stand
and by naught else. 1f it denjes Yoo law
of Christ. it denies *hat which bLegat it.
A divinely human society, from God and |
through men, with the two preat sand last
commandments as its pillars, ia that te
which we are summored if we arve to
keep frith with men and Gad,

Sipnallv, before the envions nations, we |
are to chasten, uphald, defend that idea,
vide ns the earth 3. We connot evadi
tha duty, and we must not I the blegs
ine. To retreat oy to retract wonld he t4
reiinaish  that  onoortunity  of  whiol
Americn s the trustee—not to expioir 1 |
continent, but to uvlead o world, New
and emunhatic providences thrust this dooe |
ble faith upon us.

The cause of the peanies—of all the peo-
ple. the cause of mankind and of every
man, specially the lowest ang the least—
is the canse and the only canse of demne-
racy, and it alsp s the cavse of Him
whoee errand was liberation, and who, ae
the eternal deliverer, lives to secomplish
all iz invincilile decree

Hail, Thou Son of Man!
peonle praise Thee! Then shall the earth
yvield her inerease! The enlargement of
all the sons of men 8 Thy surreme ar-
gument and eviaence. They shall walk dt
liberty becnuse they seek Thy precepts,
If Thon shalt make ns free we shall he
free indeed. Love is Thy law and the fal
lowshin of love its answer, Unto Thyself
save Thou this Americn.

i
|
|
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Tiet all the

General Andre, the French Minlster
of War, has declded to taka steps to
secure the registration of antomobiles
owned by all Frenchmen liable to|
army service, so that the military au-
thoritles could lmmediately requisle
tion them in time of war. During the
annual tralning of reserve and terrl
torlal regiments officers are Lo ascer
tain and reglster the namey of all men
holding chauffeur’s certificates, and
these names nre then to be communl

cated to deput commanders so a3 @
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