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BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA, FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 1921.

WOMEN REGISTER AND YOTE.

]

At the risk of being considered tiresome Woman’s Enterprise will con-
tinue to urge the ladies of East Baton Rouge to register at the very first op-
portunity and to vote at every clection, municipal, parish and state,

It is learned from sections where women have exercised the right of suf-
frage freely that their votes had a wonderful influence in the moral uplift of
their communities; that every municipal department had become efficient,
that the political atmosphere had been purified and crime and misdemeanors
considerably reduced.

For more than a half century progressive women have been demanding
A voice in public affairs and now that they enjoy that privilege they should not
be lukewarm or careless in the discharge of that important civie duti.

It is learned, too, that where women have actively entored political
fields their influence has tended to suppress crime and viee, to & more eco-
nomical administration of public affairs and to bring about better conditions
generally. P

That a woman should have a place upen the city commission of Baton
Rouge is a sentiment rapidly crystaliziing in this community and should the
women qualify as voters in greater number than at present it does not take
a prophet to predict that one will have a voice in the manazement of city af-
fairs after the next city election.

A woman will not dread loss of pupularity by a strict enforcement of
laws and ordinances nor will she close her eyes to violations of the moral
code. She will see to it that the gambler, the bootlegger, the lewd and aban-
doned will seck new fields in which to carry on their nefarious occupations.
True, all the undesirables of the eity would align apainst a woman but in a
community such as this an element composed of such characters have but
slight weight politically and their votes would be swamped hy an over-
whelming majority cast by those who wish to raise their offspring where
moral and virtuous surroundings are prevailing characteristies,

Women do your duty; a duty you owe to yourselves and to the rising gen-
eration. Register, pay your poll tax and vote when opportunity offers,

WOMEN TO PETITION THE LEGISLATURE,

The New Orleans Federation of Clubs has prepared an act known as the
Bill of Rights which will be submitted to the State Legislature during this
speeial session ahd it is expected that the local Federation will actively assist
in securing itz passage,

Under present laws a wife cannot dispose of her separate property or
pharaphernalia without the consent of her husband or the anthority of the
Judge of the District Court, while the husband who may illy provide for his
family may sell his own private property or the community at will and
the wife cannot prevent his doing so. He may sell his home and zet his
family adrift or mortgage it if a dissalug character to pay gambling or
other debts or spend it in idle dissipation. "

The demand of the Federation should go further and provide that the
family homestead, at least, could not be legally disposed of without the con-
sent of the wife, whether separate or community property.

Up to the time of the Civil War and for some yvears thereafter the rights
of the wife were much better guarded than now as her signature was re-
quired to legalize acts of sale or of mortgage and a notary public before such
acts were passed was required to explain to the wife her rights in and to
the property about to be conveyed “aside and out of the présence and hear-
ing of her husband.”

Of course the method then prevailing was cumbersome and inconvenient,
as at times the wife was compelled to travel long distances to reach a notary
and all this could be obviated by the wife giving written consent signed by
her in presence of subscribing witngsses.  While woman's rights were more
carefully guarded under older Constitutions there should be wisdom enough
in the Legislature to provide safeguards to the® wife and family without un-
due inconvenience. : _

However, as women exercise considerable influence there is no reason
to doubt that at this special session, or if not during the time at the next
regular session they will be successful ir obtaining all the rights and privi-
leges enjoyed by the male sex. Nevertheless women must be vigilant and Jot
sit supinely back and expect to succeed without effort and it is expected that
the local Federation of Clubs will be among the most active of the proponents
of the Bill of Rights, :
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- SHOULD BE PRESERVED, i

As the question of the disposition of the grounds and buildings of the
University, upon the completion of the Greater Agricultural College, is being
fully discussed it is in order to give a brienf outline of the old place, the his-
tory of which goes back to earliest days of settlement by perSons of the white
race,

It is a spot around which cluster many events of state as well as local his-
torical value; of trapedies, of romance and of valor. It was upon these
grounds the French encountered the Indian Chief Istrouma and raised aloft
the Lilly banner of France and it was here after the transfer of this territory
was made by the French to the English in 1762 that the latter substituted the
flag of their King for that of France, and upon this same site the English
commander, Colonel Dixon, surrendered the fort with its garrison of four
hundred regulars and one hundred militia to the Spanish General Galvez and
it was here too that a number of inhabitants of the Felicianas and the upper
portion of this parish surrounded and captured the Fort and garrison from
the Spaniards and established the short-lived republic of West Florida.

It was upon the grounds of the University that the Stars and Stripes ap-
peared for the first time in Baton Rouge to remain until superceded by the
flag of Louisiana just previous to the breaking out of the Civil War and a
few months previous to the adoption of the cesession ordinance by a Consti-
tutional Convention when the Confederate flag replaced it.

During the war the starry banner of the Union was once more given to
the breeze to remain forever more.

Thus it will be seen that seven emblems of sovereignty have flown over
the lovely grounds embraced within the bounds of the Louisiana State Uni-
versity, namely: French, English, Spanish, West Florida, American, State of
Louisiana, Confederate and then again the Stars and Stripes. Surely a place
identified with so many mementoes of the past, should not be permitted to
grow up in weeds or to be converted ta commercial uses,

Just think too of the great Americans who have garrisoned here. The
footsteps of tHe most renowned warriors of the United States army have
pressed the soil of the parade ground and campus, names one will find adorn-
ing the brightest pages of American history; Generals Taylor, Scott, Lee,
Johnston, Grant, Stonewall Jackson, Sherman, Harney and a host of other
illustrated soldiers of the past.

It was in one of the pentagon buildings the ball in honor of Lefayette
during his visit in 1824 was given; a ball spoken of years after as the grand-
¢st affair attended by the most gallant men and loveliest women of far and
near, and it was in the barracks of that distinguished Frenchman to whom we
owe undying gratitude was quartersd.

" Yes indeed, the history of the grounds of the University is one filled with
romance, tragedies and heroic deeds and it certainly would be a pity were
teonoclastic hands to destroy so much that is historical, beautiful and useful
and we do not indulge in the fear that all these historical monuments of the
past will be removed or the grounds left bare to become the prey of the real-
tor and speculator. :

There are among the present population descendants of those who con-
{ributed in large measure to making history connected with the University

THE BILL OF RIGHTS.

To Woman's Enterprise:

As you are a mouth piece, if I
may use the term, of Federation of
Clubs, I wish to call the attention of
those favoring the Bill of Rights to
the incalculable injury that may re-
sult to realtors should your demands)
be incorporated among the laws of
Louisiana.

There is not a village, town or
city, in the State that is not under-
going most remarkable development
or I might say spreading out beyond
their municipal limits and real estate
transfers are being made in enormous
volume and should that section of thel
bill of rights demanding that wives
sipnatures he attached to sales of
community property become a law the
utmost confusion will result, transfers
of property reduced to minimum pro-

“LEST YE FORGET.”

Editor Woman's Enterprise:
As women have a much finer de.|
veloped sense of propriety and a keen-
er perception of sentiment undf_’r]yim::
most motives, it may be proper that
the newspaper operated in the inter-|
est of the women, be the rn',:::mi
through which an appeal be made to
the powers that be to the r:itizunship;
generally, in a matter that deserves
attention, |
As we all know, the people nfi
Baton Rouge voted a bond issue to]
erect some memorial of the soldiprsi
of the World War and thiz culminated |
in the institution of Vetory Park which |
is often referred to as a thing uf?
beauty, especially as it has sueceeded |
to the old State Prison, changing the |
aspect of those grounds from gloom

portions and growth of communities
seriously retarded.

Take Baton Rouge, for instance,
where many suburbs are being de-
veloped and hundreds of lots  sold
daily, nine-tenths of which were pur-
chased s community property, and
think of the annoyance and inconven-
ienee of all concerned if wives must
sign each and every transfer.

Again, as a vast majority of land
transfers are made on a bases of]|
monthly payments covering two, three
or four years, how many home-seck-
ers may be found willing to purchase
and after making pavment in full be
unable to secure title through a wife's
refusal to sign same, or should death
intervene, be compelled to scek jus-
tice through the court?

Now, I believe that where property
is bought and sold for speculative
purposes the husband should be as free
to sell the same as a merchant is to
sell a suit of clothes and that the
wife should not by law be permitted
to interfere with the exception of the
family homestead. The husband
should. not sell the family home with-
out the free, full and uninfluenced con-
sent rf the wife,

Just imagine the inconvenience and
annoyance to a wife to be called upon
four or five times a day to appear be-
fore a Notary to sign sales and there
are in Baton Rouge several realtors
who sell as many.

I favor the bestowal of all rights
and privilege enjoyed by the male sex
upon women except the privilege of
interfering lawfully with a husband's
business affairs. ;

Pass laws requiring wives' signa-
tures to sales and suburban lots will
long remain in the hands of those who
develope such properties. Then there
will be few transactions based upon
monthly payments and only those re-
quiring large cash payments with
mortgage attachments will be in or-
der,

Under a former constitution a sale
of community property could not be
legally made without the wife's con-
sent and such was the inconvenience
and confusion to vendor and vendee
a later adopted constitution relieved
real estate of this annoying require-
ment.

To return to such conditions iz a
retrograde fo the past when transfera
were few; to deaden the energies of
realtors and retard civie growth and
this too when the best minds of the
land ares confronted with housing
problems that well nigh defy solution.

With the section complained of elim-
inated no serious objection can be
advanced against the adoption of the
Bill of Rights.

A REAL ESTATE DEALER.

0

ENTERPRISE SELECTED.

The Woman’s Enterprise has re-
ceived the fallowing letter:

“We have selected your paper as
one of Louisiana's leading publications
and ask your co-operation in the pub-
licity work of this Bill of Rights
drafted by the New Orleans Federa-
tion of Clubs. The bill will be pre-
sented to the Legislature at its spe-
tial session in September. This de-
partment realizes the power of the
press in the advancement of a good
cause,

“We trust we will receive the same
affirmative reply from you as we have
from the public and the press in gen-
eral, Cordially,

TINETTE LICHTENSTEIN,
Chairman Publicity Department New
Orleans Federation of Clubs,

Those enterprising Western young-
sters are at it again. According to a
Missouri newspaper: “Cape Girar-
deau was the scene of a real kid wed-
ding the other day. The bride was
16, the groom 18, the best man 16, the
bridesmaid 17, the flower girl 6 and
the minister 19. If there is anything

to glamour. :

To g person visiting the eity thui
Park forms a place of attraction and!
as a place for the people of Batun%
Rouge to seek recreation, it is filling |
a long felt want, but if these is any-|
thing in aor about the Park that con-|
nects it with the purpose for which it
was instituted, or in other words if|
there is anything by which the most|
careful observer, and espeeially in the
case of strangers in the city, muirli
deduct that it was erected as a me-|
morial to the soldiers of the World
Whar, it has not so far been discoy-
ered,

In constructing the park all atten-
tion was paid to its beautification and
no provision was made for an arch or |
cther similar construction on  which|
one might read that the park was |
dedicated to the soldiers and not to
the amusement and recreation of the
men, women and children of Baton
Rouge as is usually the case in the
preparation of such places,

If it iz the fear of offending the
modesty of the survivors of the World
War to designate the place to their
memory as was the intention of
those who voted the bond issue, it
might at least be appropriate to erect
some testimonal to those who lost
their lives during the war, and this
testimonal would not be amiss for the
sake of the parents of the boys that

to remain as it is today apparently a tains the register of guests, amuse-
mery eivie improvement and only ments, personals and other notes of
erected for the selfish purpese of interest, It is published every day
amusing the citizens of Baton Rouge. but Sunday and is eag rly lovked for-
TAX PAYER. ward to by guests of the Hotel.
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The Mercantile
Savings Association
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A Dollar Saved is a Dollar Made

Mercantile Savings Coupons will put more toys
on the Kiddies Xmas tree. INSIST ON YOUR
MERCHANT GIVING THEM TO YOU. De-
posit them in Savings Department of the Bank of
Baten Rouge and you will be agreeably surprised
at Christmas time with the amount of your sav-
ing while spending.

Allen Building

COUPONS

Mercantile Savings
Association

341 Florida Street

ASK FOR YOUR
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in this marry young and be happy,
idea these young people have taken
every precaution.”
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