
Choosing a Profession
What Are You Going To Be When You Grow Up? Perhaps

These Discussions by Freshmen of the Louisiana
State University Will Help You Decide

WHY I CHOSE HOME ECONOMICS
AS MY PROFESSION.

(Myrtle Wren).
Why did I choose Home Economics

as my profession? In choosing a
profession, one always selects the
subject in which he is most interested,
the one in which he can advance the
farthest, and the one in which he
thinks he can accomplish the most.

Girls, when they desire to take up
Home Economics, are often discour-
aged by those who still hold to the
old-time and ignorant belief that they
can acquire this knowledge at home,
or after they start housekeeping for
themselves. Would a doctor or a
lawyer begin practicing without first
studying and acquiring a thorough
knowledge of the fundamentals and of
the underlying principles upon which
his profession is based? It was al,)
thought at one time that anyone could
be a farmer. It is now known that a
farmer must have scientific knowledge
of the soil and plants he is to grow.
Why should not this reasoning be ab -
plied to the woman or girl who wiil

inevitably influence a home in some
way? Again, the majority of people
think that Hlome Economics is a nar-
row subject. How can this be when it
is the study of the fundamentals of
living and of the preservation of life
itself? Not only the immediate facts
are learned, but there must also be a
thorough background of other knowl-
edge along with the Home Economics
subjects. Chemistry, bacteriology,
English, history, education, physiolo-
gy, and psychology are required be-
fore one is allowed to receive her
diploma.

In taking the Home E:conomics
course, one acquires every phose of
knowledge that a woman should mas-
ter. First. she learns the principles
of house planning and decoration
from an artistic as well as an eco-
nomic an(l scientific standpoint. Then
in designing she learns the essentials
of good design and their application to
every day use. In choosing clothing,

she learns to combine color, to judge
of the suitability of dress, and to
choose becoming lines, as well as to
construct the garment.

In the study of foods, most people
have always thought that only reci-
les are learned. Not only are these
learned, but the constituents of the
foods and the proper combinations are
also stressed. Surely the study of
nutrition and foods must be vitally

important, for quoting Miss Edna
White, nutrition specialist of the
M3urell Palmer school, it is up to the
nutrition worker and Home Econom-

ics student, and not to the doctors
and trained nurses, to keep the normal
child up to the desired standard. It
is the duty of the doctor and the
nurse to bring the abnormal child up
to standard, but it is the duty of the
Home Economics student to keep the
normal child up to requirements.

Last, although not least, to further
develop the practical side of the sub-
ject, the seniors are required to live
in the Practice House and apply all
the principles they have learned.
Thus we see that Home Economics,
formerly regarded as very low in the

scale of education, has attained its
rightful place as one of the most im-

portant of vocational subjects.
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WHY I CHOSE LAW AS A PRO-
FESSION.

(J. E. fluckaby).
From the time I can remember I

have desired a college education, but
it was several years before I really
decided definitely what I wanted to,
do. As I had no desire to be listed
under the head of employee, my first
choice was pharmacy, for by follow-
ing this profession 1 could own a busi-
ness of my own. I finally gave up
this idea because of the long hours
required.

Then to further my plans for an
education I went to school and also
taught for awhile, but teaching did
not appeal to me.

Finally I decided to become an ex-
pert accountant. So I went to a
commercial college and finished. I

Ikept books for about two years, real-
izing then that it was at best a poorly
paid calling with little or no future.

Then one day I asked to be trans-
ferred into the sales department of a
large corporation. I liked this work
much better than teaching or book-
keeping, because I was paid on a com-
mission basis and was in a way reg-
ulator of my own salary. I did well
at this work, and became manager of
the department in a few months.

After a while, realizing that I must
strike out for myself if I ever ex-
pected to become independent, I be-
gan to study various kinds of busi-
ness. I considered two lines which a
man with limited capital could safely
enter. I could go into business for
myself on a small scale and strive to
build up a large trade; or I could go
back to school and take up law, as I
had always wished to do. I got all
the available information on both
sides, and considered each with an im-
partial view. In the first case I
could practically see the end. I
would be worth in the course of an
average lifetime some twenty or
thirty thousand dollars if I happened
to be in that ten per cent of business
men who survive, the other ninety per
cent of whom fail. In the second
case, law would afford at all times
after the first few years a comforta-
ble living. Then again, an education,
I knew, is the safest investment a
man of limited capital can make. So
after about three months' study I
chose law.

The chief advantage of law is that
an educated man has four hundred
and seventy-two times as many
chances to succeed as the uneducated

man. It will always, if practiced on
an ethical basis, afford a comfortable
living. Its possibilities are unlimited.
The lawyer is his own boss, and is
not afraid that each Saturday night

will bring his dismissal, which is

quite a comfortable feeling.

OIL ENGINEERING AS A
PROFESSION.

(H. J. Bennett).

In my early childhood the only
career which I thought I would be
contented with was that of a sailor.
I would read every book and story
I could get which pertained to the
sea and the life of a sailor. It seemed t
to me that if ever I became a sailor I
would have reached the height of my
ambition.

As I grew older this idea of a pro-
fession left me and I begun to think
seriously of what my life work was

to be. I found it to be a very diffi- t
cult thing to decide upon, and had
not reached any definite decision when
I camle to college last fall. I really
wanted to stay out of school a year t

or two until I had chosen some pro- *

ifssion, but my father insisted that
I ,.ome ahead, saying that a year's

training in college before I decided

what I wanted to do would not hurt

me. t

I came ahead, and after arriving I
here decided to take the arts and 

cience course. During the fall term

I learned all I could about the differ- 1
('nt courses, for I knew very littIhe

of what any of the courses offilcr,. s

Only during- this term have I decided f

what course I wished to pursue, and c

I hat is that of chemical engineering. c

to specialize in oil engineering, which -

i, to be estahlshed in this col' ge next

year. I was influenced toward this dc-

cision hy my liking for the study of

chemistry and by the wide field for
advancement which I believe this

course offers.
I have no distaste whatever for my

father's profession, which is farming,

but really like it. My chief objection

to farming is the poor returns a far-

mer gets for his products. None of
my family have jnfluenced me in my
decision, but have given me free rein
to choose what I thought I should like.

My environment has had very little

influence on my decision, although I

live very near two large oil fields.

I am not entirely satisfied with my
choice, because of the little that I

know about the life of the oil engineer,

but hope to learn more before the be-
ginning of next year's term. Then I
shall have the opportunity to select

any other profession which I think I
may like better, but at the present
time I believe that the oil engineer-

ing course is the course I shall take,

because of the large field for advance-

ment it offers and the attraction
which the profession has for me.

WHY I AM GOING TO BE A
TEACHER.

(Irma May Bueto).
My chosen profession is teaching.

I have always wanted to teach, since
I first began school at the age of four
years.

My family and friends have had
much influerce over me in choosing

my profession. My pareILs have al-

ways wanted me to teach school, and
i. had been my one ;.nmbtc!, until

summer before last, when I attended

an Epworth League convention a:

Marsfield, L:,'iisiana. While I was

there two missionaries, man and

wife, from Africa, g••e some very
interesting talk.s on fo1'eigo :i: ssions,
and also showed some verp interest-

ing shlides on the sav.it, life of the

Africans. Since then I have enter-

tained the thought of becoming a mis-
sionary. But I shall teach, though I
am not entirely satisfied with this pro-
fession, and still hope that some day

I may be able to pecome a missionary.
I think I shall derive many benefits

from teaching. It wil! tr'ng me :-
closer contact with other people.
Through the children I ca' reach the
homes, and study the diff-rent charac-
ters of the people and their home

life. It will enable me to un'lerstanl

people better than ! d. now. It will

teach me to be ma.e tth~ughtoal of

others, and to have more forbearance

than I have now.
I am teaching a class of Sunday

school children in the Primary De-

partment, and I derive much more

pleasure and joy from teaching those
little ones of their Savior, Jesus

Christ, than I do from anything else.

WHY I CHOSE MECHANICAL
ENGINEERING AS A

PROFESSION.

(Sidney J. Weber, Jr.)
My first conception of mechanical

efficiency was derived from the in-

spection of our sewing machine of

fifteen years ago, when my foolish

young mind was dazzled and impress-

ed by its marvelous efficiency and
lightning-like speed. What a wonder-

ful help it was to mother! I deter-
mined to find out how it was operated.

And in that sentence lies the nucleus

of my intellectual and mechanical his-

tory.
It was in that toddler stage of every

boy's life when he is most adept at

slipping away from home that I de-
cided upon my present choice of a

profession. Frequently escaping from
the maternal espionage and breathing
the precious air of freedom, I inevit-

ably found myself attracted, as irre-
sistibly as if I were a helpless frag.-

ment of steel drawn by some huge, re-
lentless magnet, to the city power

house.

There in this magical atmosphere,
enchanted by the heavenly music of

swirling machinery, I passed many
stolen hours of unalloyed joy, the ar-

dent friendships which I formed with

the engineers and electricians having
given me the privilege of ignoring the
"No Admittance" signs which had

been posted for such as I. 1 recall
one incident in particular which show-

ed my early love for mechanics. Af-

ter being told by one of my friends

that if I would get a piece of very fine
steel he would allow me to magnetize
it. I returned to the station panting
with excitement and the exertion of
the run, but bearing proudly the pair

of shining new scissors which I had
stulen from my mother's work-basket,
Then I received the thrill of my life
when I was lifted by strong, friendly

arms high over the revolving arma-
ture so that I could hold my scissors
in the magnetic field of the gurgling,
monstrous dynamo which seemed al-
nost to suck me in as I hung there

in its mouth.

The next day, as mother began to
sew, such weird things happened that
for a moment she doubteid the evidence
of her eyes. As well she might, for
every pin or needle that came within

six. Then I was given an electria
train, which diligently served its day;
but in the course of time 1 discovered
it to be too simple. What I wanted
was something complicated; some*
thing that would require days to put
back together. I had had a hand-car,
a tricycle, and a bicycle, on all of
which I had ruined many perfectly
good garments; for to be efficient, a
machine must be oiled, and I had de*
rived from my machines the utmost
efficiency to be afforded hby the pro.
cess.

At seven I had invented an automa.

tic riveter. What a help it would be
to the men I had seen sweating at
their hammers and forges! After a
week or so devoted to meditation and
experimenting on this machine I dis.

charged it from my mind. Its failure
lay in its simplicity, and until I had
reached the age of about nine I had
maintained that an invention, to be

successful, had to be complicated like

the sewing-machine, the dynamo, and
the locomotive that thundered and
grunted as it flew past me on its long
iourne'ys.

At this stage of my life I began

to accompany my father and mother

on trips which divcertel my thoughts

to other channels. (On our return

from one of these sojourn;. my father
((Continued on page 15)
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A Baby Drinks 500
Quarts of Milk

Its First Year
Think of the importance of having that milk fresh and

pure. In hot weather the danger from stale milk is grave.
: It kills more babies than any other single cause. Some-

* times as many infant deaths occur in July and August as
* during the other ten months of the year.

Keep Your Refrigerator
Well Iced

It is the only safe way of keeping milk and perishable
food. When the ice gets low, the temperature rises and
bacteria begins to breed. It pays to take ice steadily.

Remember-Ice is cheap and Food is expensive.

Baton Rouge Ice Company
(Incorporated)

JAMES E. EGAN, Manager.

MEMBER NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF
ICE INDUSTRIES.


