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The Trent v of Washington. 
[From Harper's Weekly. 

The English excitement about the 
claims of the United States under 
the Treaty of Washington is most 
unreasonable, while the American 
unanimity and moderation of feeling 
are most honorable. The exuberant 
wrath of the English at what are call
ed indirect or consequential damages 
both now and upon the delivery of 
Senator Sumner's speech is difficult 
to explain. When Mr. Sumner spoke 
of such damages there came an in
dignant reply from England that the 
islaud of Great Britain, and all the 
men, women and children upon it, 
should sink before such a preposter
ous claim was acknowledged. And 
now when in the " case" of the Uni
ted States submitted at Geneva the 
same possible demand is made, Mr. 
Gladstone, the British Prime Minis
ter, says that the American demands 
are preposterous and absurd, and 
such as no people in the last extrem
ity of war or the lowest depth of na
tional misfortune would ever submit 
to. 

Yet the American " case" has al
ways lieen tho same, and has always 
been known to England. It was 
stated by Mr. Seward and by Mr. 
Sumner ; and after the speech of the 
latter upon the Johnson treaty, in 
which this very point of indirect loss
es was strenulously urged, tho Sen
ate of the United States maintained 

b of bis body left to j it by a vote which, except for one 
shall bold him to ! Senator would have been unanimous. 

The case of tbo United States was 
stated again in the dispatch of Sec
retary Fish to Mr. Motley of Sept., 
25, 1H<>0 ; and Mr. Cobden bad an
ticipated it during the war, and de
clared in Parliament that England 
would certainly be called to a reck
oning. And that there might be no 
pretext for misunderstanding the 
American case, it was set forth by 
the American commissioners at the 
opening of the negotiations for the 
Treaty of Washington. 

On the Ith o'f May, 1871, a proto
col, or official record of the negotia
tions, was read in the Commission, 
and approved by it. From this re
cord it appears that on tiie 8th of 
March the American Commissioners 
stated the American case. This was 
really composed of two parts, the 
direct and the indirect losses. The 
former comprised the capture and 
destruction of vessels with their car
goes, together with the expenses ol' 
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however, to the right to indemnifica
tion on their account in the event of 
no such settlement being made."— 
The American Commissioners, there
fore, proposed the amicable settle
ment by an expression of regret 
from England, and tho payment of a 
sum to be agreed upon. 

This proposition was declined, and 
tho Commission proceeded to frame 
the treaty, which opens with the de
claration of a desire to settle amica
bly all causes of difference. It con
tinues with an expression of regret 
for tho escape of the cruisers, and 
then dclines the manner in which 
" the case" of each country is to be 
submitted to arbitration ; and it con
cludes by declaring that the result 
of the arbitration shall be regarded 
as a " full, perfect, and final settle
ment" by each side. Tho iudiguaut 
declaration of English opinion now 
is that tho United States had no right 
under tho treaty to make such 
a " case" as they nave submitted, 
and that if they persist in making it, 
Great Britain will withdraw from the 
treaty. But upon what ground can 
Great Britain require that tho Uni
ted States shall accept her view ot 
what " the case" might properly in
clude ? The original -statement by 
the American Commissioners men
tioned indirect losses as a cardinal 
part of the American case. Had the 
proposition been accepted to apolo
gize and pay a gross sum, tho settle
ment would have been fiual. But 
that was declined, and tho Ameiicau 
Commissioners, having expressly re
served all their rights, put into their 
case tho substance of what taey hau 
always stated to the British Commis
sioners as tho wholo American claim. 
Evidently it is the tribunal, and not 
ono of the parties, which muât du 

cide both whether Bnch a claim 
should bo satisfied, and whether it 
should be urged. 

It is too late for Great Britaiu to 
say that she would never have con
cluded the treaty if sho had under
stood that such preposterous and ab
surd claims were to be presented.— 
If she did not know it, it was cer
tainly her own fault. The American 
Commissioners concealed nothing ; 
and when they signed tho treaty, 
they left the tribunal to decide not 
only whether such damages should 
be considered and paid, but whether 
any damages whatever for actual 
losses should bo paid. The London 
Time* asks with warmth how indi
rect damages can possibly be esti
mated in money, and suggests that 
the vagueness of such a proposition 
is fatal to it. " If the American 
claim be true,'' says the Time..s, ' there 
is nothing to prevent any neutral 
being called upon to pay a large 
share in the expense of any war.'— 
Very possibly. But does not the 
Times see that that is tho very ques
tion, among others, which tho tribu
nal is called upon to decide ? If the 
United States should declare that 
the English refusal to pay such dam
ages is preposperous, and that un
less they will consent to pay them, if 
adjudged, the United States will not 
submit to arbitration, it would be no 
more childish than tho present atti
tude of English opinion. Mr. Glad
stone is certainly aware that under 
the treaty tho equally " preposter
ous" English demand has been made 
upon the Claims Commission sitting 
in Washington to recognize the rebel 
debt as valid, and that tho United 
States counsel, Mr. Hale, pursued 
the only proper course in objecting 
before the tribunal. Yet here was a 
claim involving probably not less 
than four thonsand millions of dol
lars. Nobody ever supposed it could 
be or would bo presented under the 
treaty. But it was tho right of Eng
land to make her case as she chose, 
and because this claim wns presented 
does any Englishmen think that ihr 
United States should have threaten
ed to withdraw from tho treaty ?— 
And because tho United States claim 
before tbo Geneva tribunal what they 
have always claimed, and what Eng
land always knew that they claimed, 
do Englishmen gravely propose to 
withdraw from the treaty ? 

Tho object of an arbitration is to 
determine losses and provide for their 
settlement, and also to define certain 
international rules. This is plain.— 
If, therefore, the British Government 
wishes to withdraw from tho treaty 
under the plea that its Commission
ers did not know what they were 
doing, and therefore did what they 
did not mean to do, tuo desire may 
perhaps properly bo considered.— 
But in the light of tho full text of 
tho official documents and of tho or
dinary meaning of words to declare 
that the United States have demand
ed what they were honorably bound 
not to demand is most unreasonable. 
If, as English opinion insists, our 
demand is, in the nature of things, 
preposterous, the tribunal will so de
clare, and we shall be left without 
sympathy. But surely the tribunal 
must be considered competent to de
cide what, under the treaty, may 
properly be brought before it. If it 
can not do this what is it competent 
to do ? If each country ia to decide 
in advance the propriety of the case 
of the other, why was any tribunal 
constituted ? And unless each coun
try may make its own case, however 
absurd, and present it in its way un
der the treaty, the regulations of the 
two countries aro moro critical than 
if there had been no commission 
aud no treaty. 

Itussia mitt tin; Alabnuia 

Claims. 
Tho correspondent of tho Eastern 

Budget, at St. Petersburg says, writ

ing on tho 3rd inst :— 

The difficulties which have arisen 
between England and America in re
gard to tho Alabama claims inspire 
extraordinary interest here. Tho Ex
change Gazette thus expresses its joy 
«t this incident : " The intervention 
of England in European questions 
has now for a long time been render
ed imposible. England, humiliated 
in Europe and Ameriaa, loses her in
fluential position in tho West—and 
that without a straggle, without 
bloodshed, without tho honors of 
war, while America continues to form 
new bonds of friendship with Russia 
and promises to be an important ele
ment in all future European ques
tions. Russia can only congratulate 
herself on such a change in the sit
uation, and rejoice at her friendly 
relations with tiie American nation?" 
On the latter point the Moscow Ga
zette assures its readers that tho Cat-
acazy affair has had no unpleasant 
consequences DO far as Russia and 
America arc concerned. M. Cataeazy 
could only have expressed Iiis private 
opinion in the Anglo-American dis
pute, aud his influence in tho matter 
was over-estimated by tho people 
who forgot that Washington is not 
Constantinople. '' The Timen," adds 
the Gazette, " is wrong in supposing 
that it was Russia's interest at that 
time to paralyse England on account 
of the Black Sea question, for that 
question was so rapidly and satisfac
torily settled that Russia had no 
necessity to use such meana for ob
taining what sho wanted." 

London papers relate curious sto
ries of the blunders made by Oxford 
under-graduate3 in tho Scripture ex
amination which they have to pass 
before taking their degrees. It is 
told of one that when asked who 
was the first King of Israel, he was 
so fortunate as to stumblo upon the 
name of Saul. Ho saw that he had 
hit the mark, and wishing to show 
the examiners how intimate his 
knowledge of tho Scriptures was, he 
added, confidently, " Saul—also call
ed Paul." Another was called upon 
to mention " tho two instances re
corded iu Scripture of the lower arii-
mais speaking." The under-gradu-
ate thought for a moment, and re
plied, " Balaam's ass." " That is 
one, Sir. What is the other ?" Un
dergraduate paused in earnest 
thought. At last a gleam of recol-
lection lit up his faco as ho replied, 
" Tho Whalo. The whale said unto 
Jonah, " Almost thou porsuadest mo 
to be a Christian !" 

Consequences of Withdraw-
ins from tiae Treaty. 

If, observes the Morning Pod, our 
fears should bo realized, and our at
tempt to obtain a withdrawal of the 
indirect claims should prove abortive, 
the result will be that tho arbitration 
will not proceed. So much for the 
present. But how about tho future ? 
It is scarcely necessary to say that 
although tbo United States might if 
it pleased make our withdrawal from 
tho arbitration a earns belli, it will 
not take such a course. It did not 
draw tho sword when wo refused to 
admit any liability whatever fer the 
acts of the Confederate privateers, it 
will not do so now because an hon
est misunderstanding has arisen re
specting tho scope of a Treaty by 
which wo referred the question of 
our liability to arbitration. The on
ly immediate result, therefore, would 
be that the soro which we had en
deavored to heal would by our un
skilful surgery bo rendered more ex-
teusivo and irritating than before, 
and the evil consequences which we 
sought to avert by tho Treaty of 
Washington would become more 
probable than they were before. The 
onsideration for tho largo conces

sions we made by that Treaty was 
tho expectation that in tho event of 
our being engaged in a European 
war wo would find in the United 
States an honest neutral. Our com
merce would bo at tho mercy of Ala
bamas built in American ports ; and 
70 consented to an exjmAfacto law 

on account of tho advantage accru
ing to us from its also having a fu
ture operation. All those hopes aro 
now in danger of being dispelled. 
The Treaty of Washington will be
come absolutely inoperativo in every 
particular if wo withdraw from it, 
aud the new rules which Great Brit
ain and tho United States agreed to 
observe for the future will fall to the 
ground. In h wuiO, oui jjusition 
would bo much worse than it was at 
first, and our cause for apprehension 
in the future will become much more 
real than beforo. 

Taxe» for the VcarlSW. 
Wo take the following extrct from 

a circular issued by Auditor Graham, 
in relation to tho taxes imposed for 
tho year 1872, as it contains informa
tion of interest to all tax-payers : 

According to the existing laws the 
rate of taxation for tho year 1872, 
based upon the assessments of 1871, 
is as follows : 

State Tax, or General Fund—Four 
mills on each dollar, " for the sup
port of the Government of the State, 
of paying tho public debt, and of 
promoting the public interest there
of," in accordance with section 1 of 
Act No. *12, session of 1871, 4 mills. 

School Tax, or Current School 
Fund—Two mills on each dollar, 
for the support of the free public 
schools of the State, pursuant to the 
provisions of section 31 of Act No. 
6, extra session of 1870, 2 mills. 

Interest Tax—Six and one-half 
mills on each dollar, to provide for 
tho payment of tho interest to be
come duo in 1872 upon all State 
bonds, except the interest on levee 
bonds, in compliance with cection 8, 
Act 42 of 1871, which tax, when 
paid into the Treasury, Khali be 
known as tho " Interest Tax Fund," 
G 1-2 mills. 

Levee Tax—One aud one-half 
mills on each dollar to meet the ma
turity of tho coupons of interest to 
fall due iu 1872, for the benefit of 
the levee bonds, issued under Act 
No. 115 of 1SG7, and known as the 
" Leveo Tax Fund," and to conform 
to the requirements of section G of 
said act 1 1-2 mills. 

Special Levee Tax—Two and one-
half mills on the dollar, as provided 
for under Act 32 of 1870, for the 
payment of the interest and part of 
the principal of the bonds issued 
under the said act, which tax, when 
paid into the State Treasury, shall 
be known as the " Special Levee 
Tax Fund," 2 1-2 mills. 

Levee Construction Tax Fund— 
Two mills on tho dollar, as provided 
for in section G of Act No. i of 1871, 
as compensation to tho Louisiana 
Levee Company, 2 mills. 

Levee Repair Tux Fund—Two 
mills on the dollar, being iu confor
mity with section 7, Act No. 4 of 
1871, for the benefit of tho Louisi
ana Leveo Company, 2 mills. 

Tho whole forming an aggregate 
of twenty and one-half (201-2) mills 
on each dollar. 

Tha Sacramento Union of a recent 

date says : 

" Among the passengers that ar
rived from the East by tho last train 
that brought overland passengers 
was a couplo enjoying their honey
moon. They were not juveniles, by 
any moans, although they appeared 
to bo deeply in love, but had arrived 
at tho full years of discretion, the 
bridegroom being al>out seventy-five 
years of ago, and the bride sixty-
three. It transpired that they, iu 
their youth, had been lovers, but 
some Tittle quarrel occurred and they 
separated. Each married, and he 
camo in duo time to California.— 
Eventually they became widower and 
widow. He returned to tho States, 
married her, aud now at last they 
are happy together. They remained 
in tbo city until Friday or Saturday, 
then loft for their homo in the inte
rior, but whilo hero they appeared 
as devoted to one another as though 
loss than thirty years had passed 
over their heads." 

VOTE BY BALLOT.—Tho new mode 
of voting proposed by the Govern
ment in the bill to bo brought iu by 
Mr. Foster is thus described in Clause 
2 : " In the case of a poll at an 
election tho votes shall bo given by 
ballot. Tho ballot of each voter 
shall consist of a paper (in this Act 
called 'a ballot paper') showing the 
names and description of the candi
dates. At tho time of voting it shall 
be marked at tha back with an offi
cial mark, and delivered to tho voter 
within tho polling station, and the 
voter haAing secretly marked his 
vote on it, and folded' it up so as to 
conceal his vote, shall place it in a 
closed box in tho presence of tho offi
cer presiding at tue polling statiou 
(in this Act called 'tho presiding of
ficer ), after having shown to Lira 

j tli'- official mirk at tiro oack. 

JOURNALISTIC AMENITIES.—This is 
the way tho Ohio State. Journal glo
rifies a brother journalist : " The 
Luoot ftttrrtotiTO fipUiO tlao M«looou 
opera, in Cincinnati, wo arc told by 
visitors, is that of R d S h, 
of the Cincinnati Gazette.. Dressed 
in an irreproachable lavender cravat 
and claw-hammer coat, with his 
blondo hair flowing in frizzled ring
lets of ravishing workmanship, ho is 
a joy forever. His gloves are tho 
envy and despair of the young bucks 
of tho Queen City. His generous 
hands are first encased in a canvas 
covering from one of Phipp's sugar-
cured hams, to corset them into 
shape ; then this is covered with 
green kid of tho fiuest quality, by a 
base-ball maker of tho Red Stock
ings. Cockerill says ho would be 
willing to die if he could achieve 
such a pair of gloves, and Halstead 
would givo an eight-cylinder press 
to have such hair." 

THE lesson taught by the convic
tion and imprisonment of the Chica
go aldermen will be a salutary ono. 
Three of them, Glade, Montgomery 
and Busse, are now rusticating iu 
tho Cook county jail, a situation em
inently favorable to reflection on the 
enormity of tho offense of public of
ficers advertising to such of their 
constituents as were brought into 
business relations with tho city gov
ernment, that justice and honest 
dealing were not attributes of their 
administration. There are few crimes 
morr disastrous to tho publie weal 
than to make tbo administration of 
government a lie, and to corrupt 
witn fraud the channels which ought 
to be as freo and pure as tho air we 
breathe. _ 

TENANT'S CAPITAL IN ENGLAND.—A 
correspondent of Hearth and Hoina 
says : " In riding about the coun
try here, I am constantly struck with 
the extent to which steam is used ia 
agriculture. They have a portable 
steam engine that goes about on an 
ordinary four-wheeled wagon, which 
runs plows, thrashing machines, and 
all sorts of things. One day you see 
it at work in the field, another in the 
barn-yard. In fact, machinery of all 
kiuds for farm labor soems to me to 
bo much more in use here than with 
us. There is no such class of small, 
poor farmers as we have. Unless a 
man has from §25 to $30 an acre for 
working capital, ho can't get a lease 
from a landlord. With so much 
capital and high rents, he has got to. 
keep pace with all tiie improvements 
to make it pay." 

The Boston Transcript says 
" The man who governs France is 
much in tho situation of the sailor 
who caught a tiger under a tub. If 
he don't sit down on him all the 
time as hard as he can tho tiger will 
lift the tub and bo out aud at him 
If ho finds the tub lifting on ono 
side a shade, and sits moro on that 
side to stop it, the beast beneath dis
covers a letting up on the opposite 
side of the tub and has his nose out 
thoro instanter. Would not the man 
on top sometimes like to take turn* 
with somebody in goyerj^f»n»™ 
so that be might siéèp now and Iben'" 
out of reach and sound of the ti
ger?" 

Rear-Admiral Ryder, of tho Bri
tish navy, has recommended the sub
stitution of mattresses stuffed with 
granulated cork for those now in use 
not only on account of their great 
buoyancy, but owing to their econo
my in the first cost A mattress of 
this kind, with eleven pounds of cork, 
will float an iron weight of sixty 
pounds. They are nsed in the Rus
sian navy, and nearly the whole of a 
ship's company was recently saved 
by their instrumentality after a col
lision. 

SMALL-POX in London carried off 
8,000 of the inhabitants of the Eng
lish capital during the past year. 
The ravages of tho diseoso were at 
times frightful, and always alarming. 
Tho mortality records of tho city 
shows that tho yearly average of 
deaths from the disease duriug thir-
ty-one years beforo was six hundred. 
Tho observance of sauitarv precau
tious is inculcated with much force 
by tho medical journals and scient
ists. 

Peter Cartwright, tho pioneer 
Methodist, used to be annoyed by it 
noisy but not over pious sister, who 
would go off on a high key every op
portunity she got At an animated 
class meeting one day the surcharg
ed sister broke out with : " If I had 
ono more feather in the wing of my 
faith I could fly away and bo will» 
tlio Maviour. " bUCK m Lue ieauiei, 
O Lord, aud let her go," fervently 
responded Brother Cartwright 

At a trial not long since one of the 
witnesses, an old lady of some eighty 
years, was closely questioned by tho 
opposing couuscl relative to tho 
clearness of her eye-sight. " Can 
you see mo ?" said ho. " Yes," was 
answered. " How well can you seo 
me V" persisted tho lawyer. " Weil 
enough," responded the lady, " to 
seo that you're neither a negro, an 
Indian nor a gentleman." The un-
swer brought down tho house. 

A young lady of Indianapolis was 
very sorry that her wedding, which 
was to take place at tho same hour, 

Boswell once asked Johnson if 
there was no possible circumstance 
under which suicidu would be justi
fiable. " No," said Johnson. " Well," 
said Boswell, " suppose a man be 
guilty of fraud, and ho was eertaiu 
lu lie found out." " Why then," 
was the reply, " in that case, let him 
go to some country where he is n<>t 

ft-

would prevout hor attending her sis- known, and not to the devil whore 
tor's funeral. I he i-> kuowu. 


