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and making his Caliban curse Pros
péra with the wish that all the 
charms of his. dam, " toads, beetles, 
bats," might light on him. It would 
seem, too, that there was a notion 
that the untimely appearance of a 
bat was Ominous of evil, by the con-
cocters of a book of ptodigies for 
the edification of pious Nonconform
ists thinking the following story 
worth printing : " Upon the 2d of 
February, 1661, Dr. Bolk, one of the 
prebends of Canterbury, did, in the 
morning, preach in the catbcdral 
there ; afcd when he was in the 
midst of his sermon a flinder-mouso, 
or bat, did come foitb, and flew sev
eral times from one end of the place 
to the other ; and when he was earn
est !h speaking the bat struck at him, 
which the people took great notice 
of, because of the unusual appear
and of the creature at that time of 
the day and in the cdld winter sea
son ; as, also, because of the groat 
affront offerfcd by her to the doctor 
while he was officiating." 

The temples and tombs of Egypt 
swarm with bats, which resent the 
intrusion of explorers by extinguish
ing their lights, clinging to their 
clothes, and annoying them gener
ally. Hot countries are the favorite 
homes of the bat ; and in them it 
attains a size far beyond any thing 
knöwn in nothern latitudes. When 
Captain Burton was wending his 
way to Dahomey he saw the trees 
blackened with clinging bats, and 
the sky ftpcckled with swarms of 
them. Tho Bornean sky is said to 
be obscurbtl for two hours at a time 
by dense flocks of bats. In Ceylon, 
too, tho bat is a noun of multitude : 
tho tunnels of its highways, the gal 
leries of its fortifications, tho roofs 
of ils bungalows, and the ruins of its 
temples abound with them ; and 
every cavern and subterraneous pas
sage affords a convenient domicile 
for these darkness-loving swarms. 
From these they issue as tho sun 
goes down, and bold from impunity, 
enter the very dining-rooms, and 
carry off the insects skirmishing 
round Wie table-lamps. The island 
possesses no less than sixteen spe
cies, two of which are its own pecu
liar natives—one, a tiny creature, 
not much larger than a bumble-bee, 
of a glossy black hue ; the other 
measuring from three to four feet 
from point to point of its extended 
wings. This is the roussette, or Hy
ing fox, with a famous appetite for 
figs, plantains, rose-apples, guavas, 
and tho liowor-buds of the cotton-
tree. Of the last the roussettes are 
especially fond, making the tree their 
home all day, passing their time 
hanging on its topmost branches by 
their hinder claws, with their chins 
pressed against their breasts, and 
their heads invested in a mantle of 
the membrane attached to tho fore
arm. Sunset wakes them up to feed. 
They share the Ciugaleso love of 
toddy, and get drunk by frequenting 
the cocoa-nut trees at toddy-draw
ing time. 

It is comforting to know that even 
such an unattractive individual as 
the bat can boast of one ardent 
friend, even if that friend be noth
ing better than a little parasitic acro
bat rejoicing in tho big name of Nyc-
teribia. This extraordinary creature 
appears as if it had neither head, 
antennte, eyes nor mouth ; but these 
deficiencies are only seeming ones, 
owing to its habit of resting itself 
wrong side uppermost, with its head 
thrown back, and press close be
tween the shoulders, leaving no ves
tige of a head where one would ex
pect to find it. It really has a mouth 
antennae, and four eyes—two upon 
each side, which attain their proper 
position by a sudden jerk of the nyc-
teribia's flexible leathery neck. For 
the purpose of progression this ptira-
sito is provided with three pairs of 
legs armed with prehensile hooks ; 
those hooks are so arranged as to 

appear equally distributed over the 
upper and under sides of the insect, 
and render it perfectly independent 
of the movements of the bat, through 
whose fur it moves at an inconceiv
ably rapid rate, rolling like a wheel 
rotating on the extremities of its 
spokes. If it be true that 
E'en little fleas bave lesser fleas 

Upon their backs to bite 'em, 
And these, again, have lesser fleas, 

And so a/1 infinitum, 
tho lesser ilea that accompanies the 
bat's parasite in its extraordinary 
gyrations'must bo a curiosfy indeed. 

Dr. Mary E. Wallier. 

INTERVIEW—TOE POLITICAL SITUA

TION—HILLS BEFORE CONGRESS—HOS

PITAL NURSES—THE DOCTOR'S CLAIMS. 

The following interesting article is 
clipped from the Washington Chron
icle : 

Our reporter met tho Doctor last 
evening when tho following conver
sation took place : 

Reporter—Well, Doctor, what do 
you think of the political situation ? 

Dr. Walker—That question pre
supposes that a woman has an opin
ion and is capable of expressing it. 

Reporter—Your answer does some
thing more than presupposes that 
you aro getting politic in your avoid • 
anco of questions. 

Dr.—Politic ! Well really, I have 
been credited with every other man
ly acquisition, except policy. This 
is tho first time, I havo been credi
ted with that. But since you have 
accredited me with policy, I shall try 
to deserve such honorable mention. 

Reporter—Who is your Presiden
tial candidate ? I suppose you have 
no objection to telling. 

Dr.—Not the slightest. If you 
will call on me about the middle of 
July, I will give you my opinion of 
all three candidates. 

Reporter.—But why not givo it 
now ? 

Dr.—If yon men wcro as earnest 
in doing justice to women as you are 
in talking politics much more would 
bo accomplished. 

Eeporter.—How about the wo
men's bill beforo Congress ? I see 
that Mr. Dalgliren's bill to givo her 
a pension for life of $2000 a year, 
has passed both houses of Congress. 

Dr.—I am aware of the fact, and 
I am also aware of the fact, that the 
bill to give the women who wore out 
their lives in our hospitals is still 
pending, though it is' only for the 
pitiable sum of $20 per month for 
time of service. Those self-sacrific
ing woman arc now suffering for 
even the necessities of existence. I 
have been called to see some of 
them, professionally, and found them 
in the greatest distress. I have seen 
two of them within a few days who 
have been married since tho war, 
and each has three little children to 
support. One of them had not one 
thread of cotton or linen upon her 
person, so poor was she, and during 
-the last part of tho winter, when the 
cold was so severe, sho was in this 
condition with an infant in her arms. 
There are several in this city who 
have literally become pale and weak 
from slow starvation. I was called 
to see one here whose tongue was 
actually swollen from want of vege 
table food that sho could not pro
cure. She eked out a miserable life 
on bread, and only too glad to be 
able to pay her room rent, and havo 
shelter. There is one here who has 
laid in a helpless condition since the 
war closed, and but a little of the 
time been able to move a foot or 
hand. Another suffers agonies un 
told from the effects of a broken 
limb that she recieved during the 
war by being thrown fiom an ambu
lance. All these women are poor, 
and have been rejoiced at the pros
pect of the little twenty-dollar pitt
ance, and I have labaiod, and beg-

would seem that tho very rocks 
would cry out for them in pity. 

Reporter.—About how many nurs
es were there in tho army that would 
be benefitted by your bill for them ? 

Dr.—About five hundred now.— 
Quito a number are in their graves. 
They were so worn out with watch
ing and deprivations in hospitals, 
and had such hard struggles to live 
since the war, after expending their 
means for tho sick and wounded, 
that the grave cradles them now. I 
do not know what will become of 
many more before another Congress 
convenes. 

Reporter.—That matter of the 
nurses will all be righted before this 
Congress adjourns. 

Dr.—I hope so, although it will 
not benefit me a particle, only as it 
will relieve mo to know that they are 
niade a little more comfortable. I 
cannot believe that our Congress
men are so perfectly heartless and 
cruel as to fail in this matter. 

Reporter.—What about your own 
bill ? I hear you always work fpr 
others and leave yourself last, but 
everybody seems to think that you 
will be successful. The press and 
the people say it is a juist claim, and 
that it will suiely pass. 

Dr.—The members of Congress 
havo beën very kind and deferential 
to me ; I am assured thàt justice 
will bo done, and I am determined 
to believe them honest ; not a coun
try in the world would have delayed 
justice to me so long ; but .1 will 
overlook all that ; while iii Europe I 
.apologized for my country's failure 
to make an appropriation befitting 
its boasted greatness and justness 
and for the credit of a nation that 
spends more every year in shelterin; 
and caring for the exotics in the 
three Government conversatories, it 
will surely not allow this injustico to 
mo longer ; another year may liud 
mo where no earthly justico will 
avail mo, and tbçn, not only the 
present Congress in their military 
committees, would forever feel thorns 
in their pillows, but future genera
tions would censure them, until their 
children's children would disown any 
relationship ; " a press of business" 
will not answer for an excuse in the 
face of appropriations of the same 
amount being made for dead men's 
monuments and for the purpose of 
beautifying a public rear yard, and 
six times tho amount to entertain 
foreigners, etc. 

ged, and pleaded led fur them until 

ting his hook and and line ready.— 
The other boys Were on and in and 
around tho lake before his hook was 
fairly settled in the water. " To 
slow to move," the bovs would say. 
" He'll sit there expecting the fish to 
come to him." It was even so ; ho 
remained stationary and fixed ; but 
when night came some how his bask
et was always full, while many of 
tho bright talking geniuses went 
home with the sad iutolligenco that 
the fish " wouldn't bite." 

When he grew to be a man, the 
bustling driveheads laughed at his 
pladding ; but by some moans he 
seldom made a mistake, and though 
he did not seem to accomplish as 
much in a week as many others did 
in a day, yet at the end of the year 
there was always something tangible 
in his results, while the work of those 
who seemed to utterly outstrip liim 
at first ended in demolished air cas
tles. 

He passed tho meridian of life.— 
Men eminent in the profession re
spect his judgment. Business men 
coming upon the stage of action 
long to learn the secret of his suc
cess. The bank leans upon him to 
carry it through the trying crisis ; 
merchants and manufacturers lean 
upon him to save them bankruptcy. 
Steady, constant, and had study 
made him a scholar ; persevering in-
dusty, accompanied with economy, 
raised him to opulence ; close ob
servation aöd deliberate reflection 
cultivated a sound judgmont, ànd 
honesty and integrity secured for 
him tho confidence of all who knew 
him. 

close to the orator, nay, almost in 
front of him, leaning on some friend
ly shoulder, while his face bccamc a 
wrapt study, showing evident un
consciousness of how much ho hat! 
to do with the occasion, in the in
tellectual delight the display gave 
him. 

At the most caustic part of Davis* 
argument, when everybody was lis
tening with an intensencss almost 
painful. Harris was heard by the 
orator and those about, him to say, 
iii excitcd tones, almost inaudible to 
the galleries, " By G—! old Mary
land is ahead yet !" Could State 
pride go further'? There is no one 
now in the House ablo to so elec
trify a friend, let alone an antag
onist. 

The iioy tîuït was i<ot Re
niai kable. 

The boys who " get into the news
papers" are very remarkable boys. 

Joe had nothing about his looks, 
or actions, or color that attracted 
the particular attention of anybody. 

When ho first breathed tho vital 
air ho was simply a boy baby with 
two hands, two feet, two eyes, two 
cars, one mouth and one nose. He 
did not laugh, and crow, and sit up
right, as young geniuses do in their 
babyhood, but he slept, and walked, 
and ate (baby food, of course,) and 
cried like any common baby. 

When he grow older thero were 
no uncommon developments except 
that he was fat, and healthy, and 
heavy. 

Nobody congratulated tho mother 
on raising a future President, nor 
applauded the bright genius that 
sparkled in the baby's eyes. The 
gossipper looked wonderfully at each 
other as the tender mother watched 
over her baby boy, provided for his 
comforts, and pressed him to her 
warm bosom. 

He grew to boyhood, but he was 
only a common boy. Ho learned 
his A. B. C., with difficulty, and was 
slow in learning to read. His teacher 
thought he never would " get through 
the multiplication table. But he 
never forgot it. 

When the boys went U fishing JOG 

went toe, but he was slow, iii -rrot-

Henry Winter Davis' Oratory. 
It will be remembered that a Mary

land Representative, Harris, uttered 
words in eulogy of Jeff Davis and 
the confederacy, which showed 
condition o* mental treason at least. 
A motion of expulsion was offered, 
wild excitement followed, Mr. Colfax 
left the chair in order to sustain it, 
and did so in a speech of marked 
and impetuous power. By the way, 
Mr. Colfax is known to reportorial 
memories as the most rapid speaker 
of his time. Beck, of Kentucky, is 
their present t/ete noire in this re
spect. The motion to expel failed to 
obtain, by a few, tho necessary two-
thirds vote. Then came one to cen-
suro. On this, debate proceeded for 
nearly a week. The whole subject 
of free speech, and whether it had 
or not any limitation, passed under 
review. With the progress of the 
debate, men's minds become con
fused. 

At last one day, just as the morn
ing hour expired, Henry Winter Da
vis came in. Taking his seat, in a 
few moments his dear, firm " Mr. 
Speaker" thrilled through the House 
and at once hushod all the turbu
lent hum. As described to mo by a 
master of the picturesque, who both 
heard and participated, the scene 
that followed must have been a strik
ing one. A few, swift sentences sta
ted tho various positions assumes by 
preceding speakers. In a clear and 
striking manner he arranged and 
summed them up, and then proceed
ed to analyze tho offense of which 
Mr. Harris had been guilty, show
ing how freedom and liccnse divirg-
ed, and that disloyal utterances like 
his were as treasonable in their de
gree as the act of war, the raising of 
rebellion and the marshaling of ar
mies. As tho orator proceeded the 
House gathered about, in front and 
around him. The Senate Chamber 
was emptied ; the galleries above 
were dark with the throngs that 
leaned down with breathless atten
tion. Thero was no sound heard but 
the music of the speaker's voice, for 
the hushed breath of the great au
dience seemed silence before those 
tones. His colleague, the one whose 
offense was under consideration, a 
Southerner evon to Quixotism, stood 

Fitlo in Cincinnati. 
[From tÎ!" Kiwjiiiivr.J 

Last summer one of our Cincinna
ti bells, on coming home from Eu
rope, brought with her an Esqui
maux dog. She turned him loose 
in her house, and during the first 
two weeks he toro up $500 worth of 
lace curtains, gnawed holes in her 
carpets, scratched tho gilding from 
tho mirror frames, besides ruining 
most of the upholstery in her parlor. 
Since then ho has been five times to 
a horse doctor for treatment, and 
onco to a régulai physician, who es
teemed the call ni mortal insult. Ho 
has frightened ail the children in tho 
neighborhood, and there has not 
béen a cat seen anywhere in tho 
block since his arrival. He is better 
than a trombone player at keeping 
people awake, and is never so happy 
as when baying the moon on sum-
mér nights. His regular diet is 
strawberries and jelly cake, and yet 
he is not happy. He pines for his 
native clime, his far-off homo in 
Labrador, and will not bo comforted. 

" How CAN I Coo»:«"—The follow; 
ing story is good, because it is true. 
We had it from the lips of of a good 
weman, an acquaintance of whpsé 
second cousin was told it by the prin-
c'pal actor herself. " Ven I firsh 
coom to Filadelfv to serve, I was very 
uncivil," said Katrine, (now a tidy 
servant in a respectable family,) " I 
laugh mooch, and I ashamed to 
remember how I behave ven I know 
so little. Schon—tat vas my beau— 
Schon, lie took me to the teater ono 
night, ven I bin in Filadelfy but throe 
weeks. We sits in gallery, and wo 
not see goot, and Schon said bo 
vould get one petter seat. So bo 
puts his leg round de post and slides 
down mit der pit, and look up and 
calls out : ' Katrine ! Katrine I coom 
down—tish a good place here !' and 
I lean over, and said I : " How can 
I coom down Schon ?' and lie said : 
' Schust slide down !' " So I put my 
legs round dor pillar, and slides down. 
Dunder ! how do people laugh 1 Dey 
laugh so dey play nit more on do 
stage dat night. Everybody laugh, 
and yell and whistled all over tho 
houso. I vas mooch ashamed, thou, 
though I knew not any harm. But 
now I blushes red every time I tinks 
mit it." 

A party of men animatedly engag
ed in dicussing politics before a coun
try store attracted the attention of 
an aged agriculturist. " There's 
samthin' the matter here," he ob
served to his wife ; and, drawing his 
team, he lightly shouted to a con
sumptive individual on the out
skirts, "What's afoot?" "Twelve 
inches," was tho sardonic reply. 
The aged agriculturist swore some 
and drove on. 

Tho Tammany boys of Now York " 
city, aro to take steps to re-organize 
for the coming campaign in Novem
ber next. Thero is plenty of room 
for reform in the Tammany ranks. 
That is what the Lodger says and 
wo guess the Lodger in " krect" on 

jif 
r I 

A 


