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PROGRESS OF POPULATION-—No. I1L

Messrs. Evirors: No thought can be|

more delightful to the mind of every gonu-‘:,»,-t»(j

ing, and, by God’s blessing, will still make

Aml

i
in her march to unprecedented power.

what most animaies the breast of

o . o |
scene, is less the hope that the wings of her|
cagle will overshadow all nations either by|

the terror of her arms or by the more insi-|

. . ~ . |
dious policy of “annexation,” than that all

mankind will be illumined by the light of|

her example, and follow in her peaceful foot-|

steps till they are as happy and as free as|
= |

she. There isa desire in all men,and more|

: . . \
than ever during this period of unequalled|
|
- |
peruse the glories reserved by fate for the|

vision of eyes as yet unborn. But although
we are not permitted to enter among the|

secrets yet hidden in the womb of lime,and;

those secrets may come forth amidst the

progress, to rend the veil of futurity, and

throes of anarchy and the shadows of re-
turning barbarism, yet it is neither unpleas-

ing

g nor unuseful to suppose a happy pro-

gress from the present, and by the aid of ra-
1 ecture to infer the ripened future
‘om the ripening past. Then, laying aside
gleomy thoughts of possible disunion or

tvnnl "1
tonal conj

i

fe decay, what may we suppose from
the history of the past and the condition of
the present, will be the probable future of
this land in power and population? The
iirst thought that checks the fervor of hope
and the wildness of conjecture, is that
there is a limit to all things earthly. Our
globe itsell can at last sustain but a limited
number of inhabitants. What the limit is,
of course we cannot ascertain. It contains
less than 60,000,000 square miles, and who-
ever admits 30,000,000 of these as fit, a¢
present, from climate and soil for the crowd-
ed residence of men, makes a very liberal
allowance. Science may hereafter reclaim
for man large regions long given up to hope-
less desolation. Its present population is
most correctly estimated at about 900,000,-
000, or 30 per square mile. Were the bless-
ings of yirtue, knowledge and freedom uni-
versally diffused, there can be no doubt that
the present state of science is such as to en-
able the earth to sustain with ease 300 per
square mile. England has already passed
that limit, and as yet has met no visible
check. In some instances her skill has al-
ready drawn nearly 100 bushels of wheai
from one acre of land. Past improvements
may permit us to believe that this is not the
utmost attainable limit: but were even this
amount of productiveness attained in all
crops throughout the habitable world, and
any tolerable division of society into the
various classes of producers, manufacturers,
carriers and venders, were as universally
prevalent, the 30.000,000 sq. m. above men-
tioned could certainly sustain 500 human
beings per sq. mile or 15,000,000,000. The
possibility of the easy support of so vast a
population is not overthrown by the fact
that even in the present con(liti€11 of Eng-
land multitudes lie withering in abject want :
for this results less from her density of set-
tlement than from a wide prevalence of ig-
norance and vice, and from a system of un-
holy legislation—a legislation which forces
the hard earnings of those who are already
miserably poor into the pockets of those
who are already immeasurably rich. Could
the proceeds of her yearly industry be fair-
ly divided among the masses, every indivi-
dual in her cities and her fields might be
maintained in overflowing comfort. And
whatever may be said by the grumblers and
alarmists of the age, the undiminished in-
crease of her numbers and the increased
longevity of her people is full proof that
the English masses are experiencing a con-
stant melioration, both physical and moral.
When, then, we consider that that one coun-
try, which is one-fourth smaller than Vir-
ginia and far less fortunateboth in soil and
climate, has increased in 50 years from less
than 8,000,000 to_more than 16,000,000,
adding 1 1-2 per cent. per annum to jts al-
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tivated in this wonderful plant, could sup-‘sq’. mile. 'This would give us in A, D.
- ply all the present population of this globeja census of 560,000,000 hum
'with an abundance ol wholesome and pala-
{
things

able food—if, |

559

sq. mile.

Jut to return from conjecjures to|
be re

lized only by discoveries as yet un-|

<

everyviknown, to anticipations based on the actual \unfulfilled,
right-minded spectator of this inspiring attainments of science and acknowlcdged‘:md darkness rest” on all its glories.
(=] =1}

facts in the present condition and past pro-i

|gress of some portions of the world. Those!

an

facts and this condition do indeed show!
that a population of 400 or 500 per sq. mile|
is attainable throughout the habitable world;1
but so deeply are most nations oppressed

by tyranny, ignorance and vice, that many

lages must clapse before this limit will be

reached.
S

In some countries, however, pre-
ent circumstances justify us in anticipating
this wonderful result. In these United States,
particularly, if we regard the physical cha-
racter of its territory as well as the form of
its government and the spirit of its people,
we may fairly expect that population will
continue to advance more rapidly than else-
where.  Of the 2,500,000 sq. miles of their
area, we may suppose nearly 2,000,000
suitable for a dense population. Our pre-
;sent numbers are about 20,000,000, or an
\average of 10 for every sq. mile of our ha-
bitable soil.  The returns of six successive

the whole county has increased for 50 years
\with almost perfect uniformity in the ratio
of abéut 3 per cent. per annum, or from 33
to 34 per cent. forevery 10 years, and con-
or a litle less. Mr. William Darby, Judge
I 'may coin a term) have anticipated the
continuance of this law of increase for a
century or more. But this prophetic theory
must, [ apprehend, be taken with a few
grains of allowance. They seem to have
overlooked or undervalued some qualifying
circumstances. The natural increase has
hitherto been aided*by accidental augmen-
tations. The first reduplication beiween
1790 and 1814 or 1815 was accelerated not
only by considerable immigration from Eu-
rope, but by the purchase of Louisiana with
90,000 inhabitants, and by the importation
of many thousand slaves from Africa. Dur-
ing the last period of reduplication, 1814~
'15 to 1838-'40, the ratio was greatly in-

us, and these with their own natural in-

years more.
immigration cannot flow always. When-

most of our vacant lands, the price of land|
will of course rise, the facilities of self-|
maintenance diminish, and the poor of Eu-|
rope find less inducement to immigration.|
Deducting these extraneous numbers, the
natural increase of our population will be
found to proceed in a ratio varying very
little from 2 1-3 per cent. per annum, which
would eflect a reduplication once in about
30 years. The foreign immigration last
year was more than 100,000. For 50 years
more, perhaps for 75, and possibly for 100,
we may expect this immigration to increase
in a ratio parallel with our increasing pop-
ulation ; because the Old World will become
constantly more crowded, and this New
World, with a settlement still comparatively
sparse, will present attractions but little di-
minished. Accordingly the number of our
people in 1865 may be expected to be a-
bout 35,000,000 ; in 1890 about 70,000,000
and perhaps in 1915 about 140,000,000.
Then our average population would be 70
per sq. mile ; all the best portions of our
territory would be under careful cultivation;
the price of lands would be largely increas-
ed, and only intelhgent industry would com-
mand an easy subsistence. These causes,
combined with the expense and danger of
an Atlantic voyage, would probably com-
mence, by that time at least, to detain the
mass of the European poor at home; or it
may be that their current would be turned
to other and more open quarters of the
world.  After the year 1215, therefore, |
should expect our population to fall back at

o
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ready crowded population, till it has reach-
ed the enormous density of 320 per sq. mile,
and that without any visible augmentation
of distress—that this rapid increase stil] con-
tinues unabated, and that with the advanc-
ing millions, who cry for food, the steps of
agricultural improvement have stil] kept
pace, imparting fresh ferttlity to the earth
and drawing fresh sustenace from her bosom
—that the flight of science, which for years
has outstripped the fastest vision, is still
rushing onward with accelerated speed—
that the discoveries of her feeble infancy
have so largely overleaped all prev
lief, that it would be far less asto
her strengthened age should by new appli-|
cations of chemistry extract nutriment for/
man from vegetable and animal substances|
uow totally discarded, and even

to colder

ious be-
nishing if

: € ll'allsplumf
regions the tropical banana, »f
*.a'm-::_!) a ficld of one acre will supply more
nourishing substance than one hundred acresj
of the tinest wheat ever raised, so that the
lile island of Porto Rico, if entirely cy].

least to its present ratio of increase, which,
apart from immigration, is about 2 1-3 per
cent. yearly. In fact, if we consider how
dense will be the population in some of the
older States, and how much previous emi-
gration and a crowded settlement will have
impeded its passage to the new, we shall
conclude that if the annual increase shall
not have receded to 2 per cent. or less, it
will only be because telligence, industry
and virtue shall be more largely and equal-
ly diffused than has ever yet been known.
Ify therefore, we suppose the next redupli-
cation to occupy 35 years, and the United
States in 1950 to contain 280,000,000 inha-
bitants, or 140 per sq. mile, we shall make a
liberal admission. As England in the last

half~century has increased her population
from 160 to 320 per sq. mile, e are borne
out by reason and admitted facts in suppos-
ing that in the last half of the next ceutury
our country, which is at least as favorably

censuses have shown that the population of

sequently doubling in every quarter-century,

Tucker, and other eminent statisticians (if

| p
2000 ever their plain interest shall bring land-
an souls! Be-'holders to decide on the when, they will

!yond this we venture not to speculate. For, soon be able to determine on the how.
say, we consider all thesejalthough we devoutly hope that every year,

we shall ‘not, indeed, endeavor to throughout that far-ofl future may be a mile-'¢
tct the future, but we shall conclude/stone notched with the record of hum
ine Ameiican than that of the long, quick that it is not at all impossible for this earlh?progs'css, and every age an arch inscrib
strides which our country has made, is mak-|1© confain and sustain some centuries fromlall over with the triumphs of our race, while
% 'this 1,000 or still more inhabitants on every [religion and knowledge shall she

As for the free blacks, they are undoubt-
dly a nuisance to themsclves, to the poorer
an whites, to the slaves, and to their masters.
ed If their stay is no benefit to themselves,
and of great and evident injury to all others
i l their loft (ll hgl:lfas i;x Ui(,i t'pn}munilty, I am {mt pj{?[_)ared tolsaéy
rom a sky upon their lolty march, yet for/that their forced removal to Africa or else-
us that millennial vision is a prophecy yet|where would be unjustifiable. But they
and to cur eyes “shadows, ClOUd‘posscss a qualified species of rights; those
rights ought, as far as possible, to be re-
spected ; and it should be remembered that
may fairly anticipate, through a century or|(he poor fellows are at last our brethren.
more, a rate of progress nearly correspond-Their future increase, and the consequent
ing with the past, yet we must expect the|degradation of labor, are greatly to be de-
ratios to be very unequal and unsteady ilﬂprecmed_ I think, however, for still other
the several States, as they have hitherto reasons than those heretofore assigned, that
been. The same great cause, namely the the committee have greatly erred in antici-
expectation of an easier subsistence, which pating their future increase to correspond to
has so long drawn among us a large portion {heir past. One fruitful source of their aug-

1 1 | . . N
of the increase of Europe, has in greater or/mentation in past years was manumission.

* | . - .
smaller measures borne away their natural This source has been dried up by legislative
increase from the older to the newer mem-

v \action. The fact, too, that whites can leave
bers of this cenfederacy. At the (ormalmnl;he State and return again free]y, while the
of our Union some of the “old thirteen,’

: ’free negro cannot, from which the commit-
for instance Maine, then belonging to Mas-|(ee anticipate a greater increase of the latter,
sachusetts, New York, Pennsylvania and would, I should suppose, have an effect di-
Georgia, were mostly unsettled, and of rectly the reverse. For whenever, from the
course for many years increased rapidly in prosperity of the State or from other causes,
population, and some of them far beyond ihe whites may find it for their interest to
their natural progress, owing to large im- return, there is no obstacle in their way.—
migration. But as they became more close-The free black, on the contrary, when ab-
ly peopled, their increase began to leave|sent a year, is precluded from return, so
them, flowing off in a westward and ever-|that most of those, who remove once, re-
strengthening tide. Those States, however, move forever. The burdensome nature of
which had the most of intelligence and pub-|this provision, together with that passed in
lic spirit, were least drained of their popula-|the last session compelling them to hire out,
tion, because they presented inducementsiand the natural sympathy felt by these lazy,
for their inhabitants to stay at home. The|vicious beings for the corruptions of large
only States of the original 13, which still|cities, will undoubtedly depopulate the
advance with tolerable rapidity, are Maine|lower counties of them very largely. lam
and Georgia, from their comparative sparse-|informed that in this county they are every
ness; Pennsylvania from its great mineral day becoming less numerous. And it is to
wealth; New York from its uarivalled ad-|be” wished they might all be thrown on the
vantages of location; and Massachusetts hands of the Smiths, the Tappans, the Bir-
from an enlightened enterprise, which sure- neys and the Garrisons, that their yearning
ly has no parallel on earth. Yet even inlbowels might be eased by supporting this
these States the ratio of increase falls far|worthless erew in the poor’s house and the
short of the average ratio of the Union.— penitentiary. But, at all events, we may
Meanwhile in all portions of the West the anticipate in future rather a lessened in-
forests have been felled, and human habita-|crease of this noxious population.

tions established on their ruins with as-| [ad not these articles already grown too
tonishing rapidity. Presidents and presi- long, an examination of the censuses of this
dential aspirants find it more and more ne- nation might furnish basis for many inter-
cessary to propitiate the voters of the Mis- esting speculations as regards the future
sissippi Valley, and the census of 1870, al howerand population of its various sections.
latest, will show the Atlantic sisterhood of;N(, subject can afford more materials for

But, although for the whole country we|

creased by immigration. In that period States, the R
more than one and a half millions of fo_il‘)alance of p
reigners are estimated to have come among|forever beyon
[Many of the 1
crease added nearly 2,000,000 to our num-|" -
bers in the last census. Subtract these 2,-)!led as Virginia, and the
000,000, and it is visible that the re«lupl,i-?‘
cation would have occupied some 3 1o 5|
Now this immense tide of[

ever our population shall have spread over|°f 20 to the sq. mile,

evolutionary Thirteen, that lhe,',lclighlful thought, than the statistics of a
olitical power has passed a“’a.";great and growing people. Nor is the theme
megany m"“mains--}unl'ruilfnl of salutary suggestion; for when

s are becoming old.|reason based upon experience directs our
lennessee and Kentucky are as thickly Se""eyes to that dizzy height of prosperity
population of Ohio| which this wide Union may justly be ex
is more dense than that of l’ennsylvania.——;pec[ed to attain, a voice comes forth from
Before the end of the next generation all the|{hat amazing future, commanding every pri-
territory between the Alleganies and the|yyqe and every public citizen to live with
Mississippi will be filled with a population|yirtue and to legislate with wisdom.

and ail the most promis-| CIVIS.

ing regions beyond the Mississippi will have| Piscarawavy, March 26, 1846.
been thoroughly explored and pretty close- -

ly settled. Then the tide of emigration, PRIOR—ANDWEEV(‘}ISTER'
which has solong drained the Atlantic slope,
Z%’-‘ N

of men, money and strength, will be check-; ‘._,_
ed, becoming stationary, and sometimes %ﬂ'
forced backward by a refluentstream. Then 1‘2. i )

the people of Maryland, Virginia and Y] s Wannonl st my stables near
Atlantic - States, necessitated by circum- Middletown, and be let to Mares until the 15th or
stances, will divide their large plautations:20th of April, at which time they will be removed

into small farms, and calling in the aid of|t© the western part of New York. They will be let

. : . {to Mares on the following conditions :
minute economy and enlightened mind to|

2 . . | REecisTer will stand at $30 the season, to be dis-
vary their products and fertilize their land, charged by the payment of $25, if paid by the July

will discover that one square mile may be County Court. y :
made to support 130 more easily than it now|  Prior will stand at $15 the .?."as‘?g' - lbeJd']s'
supports 30. To accomplish this desirable g(’;;fte;lé’glfrlze payment of 10, if paid at the July
result there will be needed that same (qr ai Fifty cents for each Mare to be paid the Groom.
still better) system of thorough, diffuswe,I Gentlemen wishing to send to either of the above
free-school education now found in Massa-|Horses, had better send as carly as POSSlblz’ as IU‘O)'

husetts, and which the author of the Report will be removed at the above stated time and perhaps
" lu;,e S’Sanl‘ W]“c,] tl t)l' hed i p (never will return to this State, certainly not for four
on Free-Schools, just published in your pa-

jor five years. i
‘ FRANCIS THOMPSON.

per, has so warmly and justly eulogized.—|

Whether also those, who aloneare interest-
ed, and who alone, both by the Constitu-
tion of our Government and by the laws of
common sense, have control of the matter,
will not at last think it expedient to adopt
the same system of voluntary labor in place
of involuntary, unintelligent and generally
unprofitable service, and thinking it expedi-

: ez 1 : 1
ent, will not endeavor, if it be possible, to

accemplish the exchange, I leave for the
wise to determine. This is a delicate point :
for since the ignorant, meddlesome spirit
and treasonable efforts of Abolitionist incen-

1‘ mar 12—4t.

| §3The subscriber has declined sending
‘REGISTER to New York for the present
'season 3 he will remain at my stable and
‘be let to Mares as above. IHe will receive
'common or cold-blooded Mares at $15 the
:sezuca'ux, if paid by the July Court, to be dis-
charged by the payment of $10.
ap 2. F. THOMPSON.

! IG A RS.—Just received a fine lot of Principe
| and a la Byron Sigars.

apl WM. FERGUSSON & CO.

circumstanced, will do the same and in-
crease her population irom 140 to

2
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PUBLIC SALE.

diaries at the North have awakened so jusll
a feeling of exasperation at the South, it is"BY virtue of an order ‘of the Orphan§’
almost dangerous for a man, who on lhel Court of Charles County, l.he subsecri-
one hand reveres the maxim of St. Paul that|bers will sell at public auction, in Port To-
“every man should mind his own business” bacco, on Moxpay, the 27th df\y of ApriL,
and respects rights vested and guummccd: 1846, if fair, if not, the next fair day there-
forever by our glerious Constitution, and| J‘S after, Six valuable .N'EGROES,
yet, on the other hand, has a fixed opinionjz slaves for life, and of different ages
of his own, even to hint at a subject which| < and sexes. T'HE TERMs oF SALE re-
once was frcely discussed b_V the Jeﬂbrsnnsl‘,; quire that the purchasf.:r or purchasers
and Madisons and Mouroes of the South. give bond, with such security as the sub-
Yet in regard to the capediency of the sup- scribers shall approve, for the payment of
posed change, I will merely ask any man of the purchase money within six months from
reflection to consider the vast difference in|the day of sale, with interest thereon. A
every species of progress between Maryland,/credit of six months will be allowed upon
Virginia and Kentucky on the one side,and the purchaser complying with the abol‘;e
Pennsylvania, Obio, Indiana and Illinois on|terms ; and the property will be liable, at‘t]?
the other, and then say if all the reasoning|discretion of the subsciibers, to be resolc
on earth can discover but one possible so-{on the next day, at the risk of any purcha-
Iution of the cause of difference. As regards|ser not complying with the above terms on
the feasibility of change, I confess that I canjthe day of sale. .y

conceive no unobjectionable plan, and if | JAMES F. I:TEArLE,

could should be slow to present it where | FRANCIS R. ‘\\ lLLS,ﬁ
know it would be useless. But “where GEO. W. MAT Tl]EWbY?
there is a will, there is a wav;” and when- w'rs of Jno. B. Wills,

|

ap 2.—3w.

THE TIMES. _

PORT TOBACCO, MD.

THURSDAY MORNING, APRIL 2, 1846.

TrEsTas:
§5~We decline publishing our correspon-
dent E. G.’s dissertation upon Oregon, war,
&e.

Cuarres Counrty Court adjourned its
March Term on Tuesday last, after a ses-
sion of two weeks and two days. The next
term of the Court will commence in July
next, in accordance with the law passed at
the last session of the Legislature, changing
the terms of this Court from March and
August to February and July.

There was a case before the court on Sa-
turday which created quite a sensation on
the part of the court and auditory. It was
one between a father and son, and of as
aggravated and disgusting nature as could
possibly, in the eye of the law and the heart
of man, be conceived. The parties were
Zachariah Dent and his son Alfred, each
swearing his life against the other, and tes-
tifying that they had had sundry fights with
clubs, knives, &c. and the old father, to
swell the catalogue, testified to his having
been shot at with a ball, and exhibited his
arm to the court to show that his son, in
one of their affrays, had broken it. Such
scenes, we confess, are rare with us, there
never having been a case in any way similar
before this court. Good God! to see father
and son stand up in open court and each
try to convict the other of the grossest bru-
tality towards each other, and that ton in a
Christian land, is enough to cause the heart
to sicken, and almost make one believe he
is dwelling among heathen. We did not
learn the particulars, coming in but a short
time before the case was dismissed; but
we saw and heard enough to carry it upon
our memory were we to live a thousand
years. It appeared the old man was an old
offender, as his honor Judge Dorsey, in his
address to the prisoner, testified to his hav-
ing been before the court at almost if not
every term since he had been on the bench.
Judge D. addressed the prisoner in a very
appropriate and pathetic manner, beseech-
ing him to reform the error of his ways,
and expressing a hope that the sentence the
court was about to pass on him might be the
means of his reclamation. He was sen-
tenced to the Penitentiary for two years
and three months.

Fair aT NorTiINGHAM.—There will be
held at Nottingham, on Monday and Tues-
day of the coming Easier week, a Farr, for
the purpose of erecting a pulpit and mak-
ing the necessary repairs in the church of
the Rev. Mr. Sweet.

BarTiMore CoNFERENCE.—A letter from
a member of the Baltimore Conference, pub-
lished in the North American, says that the
Baltimore Conference of the Methodist E»
piscopal Church has unanimously resolved
to remain in connexion with the Methodist
Episcopal Church, to resist, as it has uni-
formly done from the first, the introducticn
of slavery among its membérs ; to hold no
connexion with any ecclesiastical body that
shall make non-slaveholding a condition of
membership in the Church, and to stand by
the discipline as it is. The Conference
has also expressed its determination to fa-
vor the division of the general funds of the
Church, as provided for in the plan of se-
paration. There wasat no time any warmth
of feeling or division of sentiment respect-
ing these matters.

Excess or DuTies REFUNDED.—A mes-
sage has been received by Congress, from
the President of the United States, commu-
nicating a correspondence between the Se-
cretary of State and the British minister,
relative to the excess of duties which have
been charged by both countries beyond the
terms of the treaty of 1815. The Union
cays the whole matter has been amicably
adjusted, and to the honor of both coun-

tries no serious difficulty was made by ei-
ther government in respectively reimbursing
the excess of the duties. The article on
which we claimed reimbursement was the
rough rice, or paddy, of the Southern States,
which our Government contended should
not have been charged at a higher rate than
the rice imported into Great Britain from
the west coast of Africa. The British go-
vernment new agrees to pay back the excess

On the 21st ult. the barque Juniata, Capt.

Blanchard, cleared at Baltimore with 4453
bbls. and 200 half bbls. flour.




