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Higinal Postey,

O, THERE’S A JOY.
O, there’s a joy more sweetly fair,
More beautiful and bright,
Than fortune’s gilded treasures are, -
Or fame’s entrancing light!

When o’er life’s calm and tranquil stream
The rays of gladness shine, :

And beauty’s bloom and fortune’s beam
Their fairest wreaths entwine,

This, herald of a sweeter peace
Than earth or time bestows,
Inspires the heart to seek its bliss

Where heavenly pleasure glows.

But, oh ! when waves of sorrow roll
“‘Their inky floods o’er life,

And grief o’erwhelms the burden’d soul,
With restless carc and strife.

When adverse storms and lurid gleams
Of dread misfortune come,

And brightest hopesand fondest dreams
Sink sadly in the gloom :

This,—offspring of a deathless trust
In the Almighty arm,

That lifts the soul from gloom and dust,
And soothes its wild alarm,—

Doth glow with sweet and cheering power,
Unchang’d by earthly ill,

And say, though dark afflictions low’r,
“He doeth all things well.”

Then seek this joy more sweetly fair,
More beautiful and bright,

Than fortune’s gilded treasures are,
Or fame’s entrancing light.

himm. I gave her an account of many ad-

ling. -
1 did not see John again for four years.

t in, but his wifc and mother were
there to reccive me, and two curly headed
boys were at play upon Ellen’s chair. I
knew at once they were my friend’s children.
Everything seemed pleasant until the little
ones were abed and aslecp, and then I could
see that Ellen was troubled She tried to
hide it, but a face so used to the sunshine
of smiles could not conceal a-cloud.

At length John came. His face was
flushed and his eyes looked inflamed. He
grasped my hand with a happy laugh, and
called me “‘old fellow,” ‘‘old dog,” said I
must come and live with him, and many
other extravagant things. His wife tried
to hide her tears, while his mother shook
her head and said :

““He’ll sow these wild oats soon.
darling can never be a bad man.”

““God grant it!” I thought to myself;
and knew that the same prayer was on El-
1en’s lips:

It was late when we retired, and we might
not done so even then had not Joba fallen
asleep in his chair.

On the following morning, T walked out
with my friend. I told him I was sorry to
sce him as I saw him the night before.

*“Ob,” said he with a laugh, ‘‘that was
nothing but a little wine party. We had a
glorious time. I wish you had been there.”

At first I thought I would say no more;
but was it not my duty ? I knew bhis na-
ture better than he knew it himself. His
appetites and his pleasures blinded his own
vision. I knew how kind and generous he
was—alas ! too kind, too generous.

““John, cculd you have seen Ellen’s face
last evening you would have trembled. Can
you make her unhappy ?”

He stopped me with—

“Don’t be a fool. Why should she be
unhappy ?”

“‘Because she fears you are going down
hill,” T told him.

*‘Did she say s0?” he asked with a flush-
ed face. %

““No, I read it in ber looks,” T said.

‘‘Perhaps a reflection of . your own

My

“But his wife,” I asked. ¢

“Ier hedvenly love has held her up this
far, but she is only the shadow of the wife
she was six years ago,” he returned. ?

My informant was deeply affected, and 8
was I'; consequently I asked no more.—
During the remainder of the afternoon I
debated with myself whether to call on John
at all.  But finally I resolved to go, though
T waited till after tea. 1 found John and
his wife alone. They had both been weep-
ing, though I could see at a glance that
Ellen was beaming with hope and love.—
But, oh! they were changed, sadly, pain-
fully so. They were glad to see me, and
my hand was taken warmly. “‘Dear C :
don’t say a word of the past,” John urged,
shaking my hand the second time. “‘I
know you spoke the-truth five years ago. I
was going dewn hill. But [ have gone as
far as I can—here I stop at the foot. I
have sworn to be happy now.”

The poor fellow burst into tearss Ellen
followed suit,. and 1 kept the company.
could not help crying like a child. My,
God, what a sight! The once noble, true
man,es0 fallen—become a mere broken
glass—the last fragment brightly reflecting
the image it bore ;- a poor suppliant at the
foot of hope, begaing a grain of warmth for
the hearts of himself and wife! How I
honored and loved that man, and how I
loved him still! Oh how I hoped—aye,
more than hoped, I believed—he would be
saved. And as I gazed upon his wife—so
trusting, so loving, so true, and hopeful,
even in the midst of living death—T prayed
more fervently than I ever did before that
God would hold him up and lead him back
to the top of the hill.

In the morning I saw the children—grown
up to be intelligent boys ; and, though they
looked pale and wan, yet they smiled and
seemed happy when their father kissed them.
When I went from there John took me by
the hand, and the last words he said were:

“Trust me. - Believe me, now, I will be
a man henceforth, while life lasts.”

A little over two years had passed when
I read in a_gewspaper the death of Ellen
Anderson. I started for the town where
they had lived as soon as possible, thinking

|
[means to procure it; and when Edmund

Kean forgets his friends, may God forgeti
him !” g

From that hour the two men never ex-|
changed courtesies. When one remembers |
the magnificent voice and impassioned pow-
er of eye of the great Edmund, this little
episode must long have lived in the memory
of the lordly Essex. Kean, by the way,
afterward married an heiress—Miss Stevens,
if I remember aright.

B&"A good story is told of the late W.
| 1. Burton, which we have never seen in
print. While travelling on a steamboat
down the Hudson, he seated himself at the
table and called for some beefsteak. The
wiiter furnished him with a small strip of
the article. such as travellers are usually
put off with. Taking it upon his forlz, and
yarning it over and examining it with one
&! his &l serions looks, the commedian
goolly remarked, *‘Yes, that’s it; bring me
”»

I some.

A% When you doubt between two words,
choose the plainest, the commonest, the
most idoimatic. Eschew fine words as you
would a rogue; love simple ones as you
would native roses on your cheek. Let us
s the plainest and shortest words that will
grammatically and gracefully express our
sbeaning.
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Special Session.

Monday, Dec. 9.—SgNATE.—A message
a8 recéived  from. Governor transmit-
ting a communication from the United States
State Department, enclo;%ig a letter from
Dr. A. A. Lynch, Senator from Baltimore
eounty, dated Fort Warren, Boston harbor
explaining why he is not in his seat.

' The communication states that on’ the
thirteenth of September last he was arrested
by a band of armed men, and that he was
conveyed to Fort McHenry, and afterwards
to Fort Monroe, Lafayette and Warren,
where he now is, deprived of his liberty.

. The communication was referred to the
Comuittee on Federal Relations, and was

S+also entered cn the journal.

I might help some one.

ment possessed my mind.
““Where is John Anderson 7’ I asked.
*Don’t know, Pmsure. He’s

"*. Pomonkey, November 21, 1861. w.
28 AR ¥ Jialriialin,
DOWN HILL!

A STORY WITH A GOOD MORAL.

Not long since I had occasion to visit one
of our courts, and while conversing with a
legal friend, heard the name of John Ander-
son called.

*There is a hard casc,” rcmarked my
friend. i

I looked upon the man in the prisoner’s
dock. He was standing up, and plead guil-
ty to the crime of theft. He was a man,
but bent and infirm, though not old. His
garb was torn, spare and filthy, his face was
all bloated and bloodshot; his hair matted
with dirt, and his bowed form quivered with
delirium. Certainly, I never saw a more
pitiable object. Surely that man was not
born a villian. I moved my place. He
saw my movement, and he turned his head.
He gazed wpon me a single instant, and
then, covering his face with his hands, he
s1nk powerless in his scat. ““Good God!”
[ § ivlelvolnntarily ejaculated, starting forward,
«Will 22

I had half spoken his name, when he
quickly raised his head, and cast upon me
a look of such imploring agony that my
tongue was tied at once. Then he covered
his face again. T asked my legal compan-
ion if the prisoner had counsel. Ile said
no. I then told him to do all in his power
for the poor fellow’s benefit, and I would
not remain to see him tried. Tears came
to my eyes as I gazed upon him, and it was
not until I gained the street and walked
some distance that I could breathe freely.

John Anderson! Alas! he was ashamed
to be known as his mother’s own son.—
That was not his real name ; but you shall
know him by no other. I will call him by

the name that stands upon the records of

the court.

John Aunderson was my schoolmate, and
it was not many years ago—not over twen-

ty—that we left our academy together ; he
to return to the house of wealthy parents—
I to sit. down for a few years in the dingy
sanctum of a newspaper office, and then
wander off across the ocean. I was gone
for some four years, and when I returned I
fouud John a married man. His father was
dead, and had left his only son a princely
fortune.

““Ah, C ,”’ he said to me. as he met
e at a railway station, ‘‘you shall sec what
a bird I bave caged. My Ellen is a lark,
a robbin, a very princess of all birds that
ever looked beautifully or sang sweetly.”

He was enthusiastic, but not mistaken,
for I found his wife all he had said, simply
omitting the poetry.

She was one of the most beautiful women
I ever saw. And so good, too—so loving
and kind. Aye, she so loved John that she
really loved all his friends.

What a lucky fellow to find such a wife,
and what a lucky woman to find such a hus-
band ! for John Anderson was as handsome
a man as she—tall, straight, manly, high-
browed, with chestnut curls, and his face as
faultlessly noble and beautiful as artists ever
copied. And he was good, too, and kind,
generous and true.

I spent a week with them, and I was
hgppy"all the while. John’s mother lived
with them—a fine old lady as ever breathed,
and making herself constant joy by doating |

ci

thoughts,” he suggested.- .
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home,” T replied.

Never can I forget the look he gave me
then, so full of reproof, of surprise, of pain.

D , I forgive you, for I know you
to be a friend ; but never speak to me like
that. T am going down hill! You know
beiter. That can never be. I know my
wants. My mother knows me better than
Ellen does.”

Ah, had the mother been as wise as she
was loving, she would have scen that the
““wild oats” which her son was sowing would
grow up and ripen to furnish ouly sceds for
re-sowing! But she loved him—loved him
almost too well, or I should say, too blindly.

But I could say no more. I only prayed
that God would guard him, and then we
conversed on other subjects. I could spend
but a day with him, but we promised to eor-
respond often.

Three years more passed, during which
John Anderson wrote to me at least once a
month, oftener sometimes; but at the end
of that time his letters ceased coming, and
I received no more for two years, when I
again found myself in his native town. It
was carly in the afternoon when I arrived
and took dinner at the hotel.

I had finished my meal, and was loung-
ing in front of the hotel, when I saw a fune-
ral procession winding into a distant church-
yard. T asked the landlord whose funeral
it was.

“‘Mrs. Anderson,” he said; as he spoke
I noticed a slight drooping of the head, as
if it cut him to say so.

““What! John Anderson’s wife 7 I ven-
tured.

«*No,” ke said, *‘it is his mother,” and
as he told me this he turned away. Buta
gentleman ncar by, who had overheard our
conversation, at onece took up the theme.

*‘Our host don’t seem inclined to con-
verse upon that subject,” he remarked with
a shrug. Tuquiring, “*Did you know John
Anderson ?” “‘IIe was my schoolmate in
boyhood, and my bosom friend in youth,”
I told him.

He then led me one side, and spoke as
follows :

“‘Poor John! He was the pride of the
town six years ago. This man opened his
hotel at that time, he sought custom by giv-
ing wine suppers. John was present at

the most generous of the party. In fact, he
paid for nearly all of them. Then he com-
menced to go down hill, and has continued
inthe downward path ever since. At times,
true friends have prevailed on him to stop,
but his stops were of short duration. A
short season of sunshine would gleam upon
his home, and then the night came more
dark and dreary than before.

“‘He said he never would get drunk again,
but still he would take a glass of wine with
a friend! That glass of wine was but the
gate to let in the flood. Six years ago he
was worth sixty thousand dollars. Yester-
day he borrowed the sum of five dollars to
pay his mother’s funeral expenses! The
poor mother bore up as long as she could.
She saw her son—her darling boy, as she
always called him—brought home drunk
many times. And she even bore blows
from him! But now she is at rest. Her
darliag wore her life away, and brought her
gray hairs in sorrow to the grave. Ob, I|
hope this may reform him.” |
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many of them—the gayest of the gay, and |

these th months.
e-last weeldh - R
© ¢“And thechildren?? ~— ©

“Oh, they died before she did.”

I staggered back and hurried from the
place, hardly knowing which way I went,
but instinct led me to the church yard, 1
found four graves, which had been made in
three yecars. The mother, wife and two
children slept in them.

*“Aud what has done this ?” T asked my-
sclf.  And a voice answered from the lowly
sleeping places :

*“The demon of the wine-table.”

But this was not all the work. No, no.
The next I saw—oh, God—was far more
terrible. I saw it in the court-room. But
that was not the last—not the last.

I saw my legal friend on the day follow-
ing the trial. He said John Anderson was
in prison. I hastened to see him. The
turnkey conducted me to his cell ; the key
turned in the large lock on the ponderous
door, with a sharp creak, swung upon its
hinges, and T saw a dead body suspended
by the neck from a grating in the window.
I looked at the horrible face; I could see
nothing of John Andcrson there; but the
face I had seen in the court room was suffi-
cient to conunect the two, and I knew that
this was all that remained of him I loved so
well.

And this was the last of the demon’s work,
and the last act of the terrible drama. Ab!
from the first sparkle of the red wine it had
been down, down, down, until the foot of
the hill had been finally reached.

When I turned away from the cell and
once more walked amid the flashing saloons
and revel halls, T wished that my voice had
power to thunder the life story of which I
had been 2 witness into the ears of all liv-
ing men.

Anecdote of Edmund Kean.

Mr. Howard Paul, the London corres-
pondent of the New York 7llustrated News,
relates, in a recent letter, the following
anecdote :

Mr. Lewis, who has been connected with
Drury Laue for many years, told me a char-
acteristic anecdote of Edmund Kean, which
has never appeared in print, and which you
shall have. It seems that the great trage-
dian, and Charles Incledon, the popular
singer, were one day walking in Bond street,
when they were met by Lord Essex, who
(howed distinetly to Kean, albeit they were
on terms of intimate friendship. The next
day Kean found a note at the theatre from
my lord, desiring him to call at his house.
He went, and, contrary to the usual custom,
was ushered into the library, where Lord
Essex received him. The usual formalities
over, the nobleman said to the tragedian,
*‘My dear Kean, you will pardon me. You
know Low greatly [ admire your genius, but
[ was startled yesterday to find you on pro-
menade, arm in arm with that singing man,
Incledon.”

My lord—" Kean began, with flashing
eye.

**Pray don’t excite yourself—now don’t,
my dear- Kean,” pursued my lord; ‘‘but
the respect—I may say reverence—I bear
for your wonderful genius prompts me to
this explanation.”

¢‘Lord Essex !” cried Kean, rising, draw-
ing himself up, and casting a withering
glance at his noble patron, ‘‘twelve years
ago my fawily were in want of bread;

-

A fearful presenti- V'

: COMMUNICATION OF DR. LYNCH.

l‘ﬂ) the Honorable the President

i of the Senate of Maryland:

it, through you, to the Senate, a state-
ymy z

~

¥V and

Ly A e1s
presentative in one branch of our State Legisla-
ture.

On the 13th of September last T was arrested
at my residence in Baltimore county by an arm-
ed force; no warrant exhibited, and without
color of law.  After I was taken into custody,
in company with other gentlemen who were ;!
that time members of the Legislature, but whose
official existence terminated with the election
List month, I was taken to Fort McHenry, thence
to Fortress Monroe, thence to Fort Lafayette,
and afterwards to Fort Warren, in Boston Har-
bor, at which last place I am now confined. T
do not think the annals of free government pre-
sent a parallel case, and [ am still more certain
that no Senator could ever present reasons more
strange for his non-attendance and non-perform-
ance of his official duties.

What reasons exist for my arrest, and my
detention, I have been unable, after the most
carnest inquiry, to ascertain. Since my arrest,
up to the present period of my detention, no
legal process has been served on me advising
me that I am charged with the violation of any
law of my native State or of the Uuited States.
[ bave always been advised that the only legal
mode of proceding against a violator of the laws

Maryland, was by presentment and indictment
by a grand jury. I have been further advised
that the accused has a right at least to a copy
of the indictment, which is a specification of his
offence, and in most cases to be discharged upon
bail. If 1 have misconceived the usual steps
taken against offenders, and the rights which
even they possess, the legal members of the
Senate, and the Ligh legal taient of the other
Legislative Branch, will correct the false impres-
sions of legal rights under which I and many
other citizens of Maryland, in common with my-
self, have heretofore labored. i
I bave now been imprisoned for near three
months, to the injury of my business at home
and the neglect of my private affairs, which
have been greatly deranged by my forced and
constrained absence. In a word, I cannot be
accused of harshness of expression when I say 1

my liberty by what must be a misconception on
the part of the Government of my true position
as a citizen and public man, the result, I believe,
of the wilful and egregious misrepresentations
of my enemies ; for 1 had never done an act or

the Constitutional Government of the United
States, or in any way contributed to the sever-
ance of the bonds of the Federal Union, but
have at all times labored for their preservation.
[am sute that I cannot be accused of egotism,
or that it will be out of place in this statement
to briefly advert to my public career.

I was in the Legislature of Maryland in the
years 1844, 1858, 1860 and 1861, and during
those years I cannot reproach myself for any
act that I have done, nor do I regret any vote
that I have ever given. I have been guided
and governed in every vote by a strict regard to
the requirements of the Constitution, which I
bave repeatedly sworn to support, and which,
though illegally and undeservedly imprisoned, I
challenge the most critical and malignant of
my enemies to prove that I ever violated. If I
have violated my oath, or been in word or deed
traitorous to the obligations which I assumed
when I became a member of your body, con-
front me with my accusers—Iet me be judge ] by
your honorable body, who are my peers, and
who are authorized by the Constitution of Mary-
land to say whether I have done aught unbe-
coming a Senator of Maryland, or aught that
would disqualify me from a seat in your honor-
able body. This I do not ask as a favor, but
demand as a right.

I have endeavored to present to you a plain,
succinct and unvarnished statement of my arrest
and imprisonment. The statement I have thus
given explains why the chair of the Senator from

[1and to take such action in the premises as it

thout “a re-

either of the United States or of the State of

have been deprived, and am still deprived of

bad a thought unfriendly fo the maintenance of

{ . ! Baltimore county is without an occupant, and |
Charles Incledon, my friend, supplied the | why the county of Baltimore is voiceless and |

unrepresented in a co-ordinate branch of the
Legislature.
It remains, therefore, with the Senate of Mary-

may deem due to its own dignity, to the rights
of one of its members, to the constituency he is
commissioned to represent, to the cause of free,
constitutional government, and to an injured
and suffering citizen of the State.
With sentiments of respect, I remain,

Your obedient servant,

Dec. 8, 1861. ANDREW A. LyNcH.

House or DeLecaTes.—The Speaker an-
nounced the Standing Committees:

Leave was given to the Judiciary Com-
mittee to repogea bill amending the law of
appeals.

Mr. Alexander reported a bill authoriz-
ing the Court of Appeals to hear and deter-
mine at its ensuing term the appeal of the
State from an order passed in the Superior
Court, in the cause of the State against the
Northern Central Railway Company and
others.

Mr. Alexander explained the bill. The
Company owed the State $117,000, the
payment of which they resist on the ground
of damages sustained in the 19th of April
riots, and recently in a suit before the Su-
perior Court the case was decided in favor
of the company, the' counsel for the State

taking a .. This bill was for the
purpose ﬂiﬁr‘)g the cause determined at
the earliest possible moment. ;

The bill was read a second time and re-
ferred to the Committee on Judiciary.

Dec. 10. — SgNaTE. — Mr. Bayne, of
Prince George’s, submitted the following
preamble and resolution :

Whereas, Maryland, in her recent election,
has dispelled - the incubus which has been im-
pending for some_sgonths past, and by her ver-
diet through the ballot-box has defined her poli-
tical status beyond controve:sy,gpd bas placed
‘herggf ih a prominent position among her sister
States ; we therefore deem the present an appro-
priate time to adopt some legislative action in-
dicating the popular sentiment in reference to
the subject of fugitive slaves. Some parts of
Maryland, and particularly the western border
counties, in close proximity to the grand army
located along the Potomac river, have sustained
severe losses in consequence of escapes into the
line of said army. We believe this fratricidal
contest in which we are now engaged is for the
vindication of the Constitution and the restora-
tion of the integrity of the Union ; an adverse
policy would, we believe, not be in accordance
- with the dictates of military prudence or politi-
cal expediency. A war waged for the extinc-
ion of slaverv would lead to anpihilation of
he Union party in the Border Slave States an
add to the catalogue of deplorable events.

tion to the Senatorship of Baltimore city,
which was read twice.

House or DeLecaTes.—Mr. Hugg sub-
mitted an oxder that the Speaker be request-
ed to have the Nationol Flag displayed daily
from the State House, from eight o’clock to
sun down. :

The order was amended by making it
read ‘‘the flag shall be lowered on the ad-
journment of the Legislature” and passed.
Leave was given to the Judiciary Com-
mittee to report a bill amending certain sec-
tions of the Code of Laws relating to the
drawing and challenging of jurors.

Leave was given to the Judiciary Com-
mittee to report a bill to facilitate the des-
patch of business in the courts.

Leave was given to the Committee on In-
spections%qepo%)a bill repealing certain
portions of the Code relating to the measure-
ment of manures.

Mr. Cresswell, from the Committee on
Elections, reported that they had examined
the returns of the election and found the
various members of the House returned as
elected, which was adopted.

Mr. Harris, of St. Mary”s, asked for the
yeas and nays on the adoption of the report
so as to have the privilege of recording his
game in the negative. Mr. Harris said he

had no proof now, but if the report was re-
comﬁim, ns and papers were
sent for proo obtained that all the

members had not been fairly elected.

Mr. Magruder reminded Mr. Harris that
if he voted against the report lre would vote
against his:.own election. - ;

Mr. Matthews moved that he might bave
the privilege-of recording his vote on the
adoption of the report, which motion pre-
vailed. :

The name of Mr. Harris was then called,
and he voted ‘‘No.”

Mr. Price, from the Committee on Judi-
ciary, reported a bill amending the thirty-
seventh article of the Code relating to the
competency of witnesses which was on mo-
tion, ordered to be printed and recommitted
to the committee.

portioas of the Militia law was read a second
time.

The bill authorizing the Governor to issue
commissions to the Justices of the Peace in
Prince George’s county was read the third
time and passed.

On motion of Mr. Goldsborgugh, of Por-

nesier; vie ToIowing preaolic wa {CtaAC~

ed to the resolution declaring the seat of

Resolved, by the Gencral Assembly of Mary-
land, That a Joint Committee, to consist of three
members of the House, be appointed by the pre-
siding officers of the respective Houses, and that
the said Committee proceed to Headquarters at
Washington and reanest an interview with Ma-
jor General McClellan on this momentous gues-
tion, and solicit the adoption of some plan to
prevent the admission of fugitive slaves within
the lines of the army.

Resolved, That the present position of Mary-
land entitles her to protection of property.in
slaves; also,

Resolved, That said committee on their return
report to both Houses the result of their confer-
ence.

The resolutions were referred to the Com-

Mr Briscoe.

An order was adopted requesting the
Governor to transmit returns of the election
of Senators. =

Leave was given to the Judiciary Com-
mittee to report a_bill to ratify an amend-
ment to the Constitution of the United States.

The Senate at 1 o’clock adjourned.

House or DELEGATES.—A petition was
received from the constables of Charles
county asking an increase of fees, which was
referred to the delegation from that county.

Mr. Davis, of Montgomery, offered an
order that the Committee on Judiciary in-
quire whether the fees and perquisites of
the Clerk of Court of Appeals exceed the
amount fixed by the Constitution, and if so,
whether the fees should not be reduced.

Mr. Donaldson offered an order asking
for the Report of Comptroller of the receipts
and expenditures of the State for ‘the year
ending the 30th of September last, and the
balance to the credit of the State at the pre-
sent time, which was adopted.

Mr. Matthews asked that a special Com-
mittee of five be appointed to report the cost
of the extra session of the Legislature at
Frederick. :

Mr. Matthews wished the people of the
State to know where the large leak was and
to see the little streams running out of that
leak. Messrs. Matthews, Reese, Cresswell,
Thomas and White were appointed on the
committee. :

Leave was given to the Judiciary Com-
mittee to report a bill amending the ‘‘Stay
Law.”

Mr. Alexander obtained leave for the
Committee on the Judiciary to introduce a
bill to amend the 54th article of the Code,
so as to defend and protect the rights of
owners of lands bounding on the navigable
waters of this State, and to prohibit the is-
suing of patents for lands covered by navi-
gable waters in this State.

Dec. 11.—SeNATE.—The Committee on
Judicial Proceedings had leave to report a
bill providing for taking the sense of the
people on the expediency of calling a con-
vention to form a new Constitution and to
provide for the election of delegates.

Mr. Smith, from the Committee on Mili-
tia, reported a bill repealing certain sections
of the Code in reference to militia, which
was read the first time.

The Committee on Judiciary were direct-
ed to take testimony in the case of Coleman |
Yellott, Esq., Senator from Baltimore city. |

A niessage was received from the Gover- |
nor transmitting returng of election. !
Mr. Smith reported a resolution in rela-

&

Hon. Coleman Yellott vacant:

Whereas, The Hon. Coleman Yellott, Senator
from Baltimore city, has, during three successive
sessions of this body absented himself from his
seat therein, without assigning any reason there-
fory and whereas, it is a matter of public neto-
riety, established also by " testimony before the
Committee on: Judicial Proceedings, that the
said Senator from Baltimore city has gone to
Virginia and has no intention of resuming his
seat in the Senate; and whereas, it is right and
proper in these times of public peril the large
and populous city of Baltimore shotld be repre-
sented here ; and whereas, the Counstitution of
Maryland provides that in the event of the re-
moval of a Senator from the county or city for
which he-is elected, the President of the Senate

mittee on Federal Relations on motion of | shall issue his warrant for the election of anothcr

person in his place; therefore, &c.

Quite an animated discussion then ensued
between several of the members on the prc-
amble and resolutions. :

The vote was taken, and the resdlution
declaring the seat vacant was passed by yeas
and nays.

Yeas—Messrs. Bayne, Llichelberger, Everett,
Fiery, Goldsborough, Harrison, Heckart, Lank-
ford, Sellman, Smith, Waters and Willis—12.

Nays—Billingsley, Briscoe, Jenkins, Watkins
and Whittaker—5.

House or DELEGATES.—Leave was given
to the Militia Committee to report a bill
amending the Militia laws.

A message was received from the Gover-
nor, enclossing a letter from J. B. Brooke,
who contests the right of F. Sasser to actas
Clerk of the Circuit Court of Prince George’s
county ; and a letter from R. Keer, contest-
ing the right of J. Thomas Adams to act as
Clerk of the Circuit Ceurt of Baltimore city,
which were referred to the Committee on
Elections,

Mr. Price reported a bill amending the
law in relation to the insurance of the hus-
band for the benefit of the wife, which was
read the first time.

Mr. Smith, of Worcester, offered the fol-
lowing resolutions :

Resolved, First, by the General Assembly of
Maryland, That this General Assembly hereby
expresses its gratification at the Proclamation
of Major General John A. Dix to the people of
the Eastern Shore of Virginia, and of Brigadier
General Thomas \V. Sherman to the people of
South Carolina, as decliring the object and inten-
tion of the Government, and embodying the
true constitutional principles upon . which the
present war is to be conducted. £

Resolved, Second, That in the opinion of this
General Assembly an unwavering allegiance on
the part of the Government to the line of policy
announced in those proclamations will greatly
contribute to reconcile the people of the so-called

Government of the Union on its ancient basis
within their borders, and give assurance to the
people of these States that the Government has
no purpose to invade their constitutional rights,
but to protect and defend them.

Resolved, T hird, That copies of these resolu-
tions be duly attested and sent to our Senators
and Representatives in the Congress of the Uni-
ted States, and to Major General Dix and Bric-
adier General Sherman. i

The resolutions were read and referred
to the Committee on Federal Relations, tc-
gether with a set of similar resolutions offer-
ed by Mr. Price.

Mr. Reese, from the Committee on Claims
made a report, which was laid on the table:

The House adjourned at half-past one
o'clock.

Dec. 12.—Sexate.—The bill repealing.

Seceded States to the re-establishment of the

Ay :
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