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HON. BENJAMIN G. HARRIS,

OF MARYLAND,

Delivered in the House of Representatives
of the United States, May 9, 1864,

The House having under consideration
the report of the Committee on Electionsin
the case of Bruce vs. Loan from theé seventh
congressional district of Missouri—-

Mr. Harris said : ;

® Mr. Speaker: I should not have consid-
ered it my duty to have interposed any re-
marks upon the question before the House,
especially after the able argument of the
chairman of the Committee of Elections,
[Mr. Dawes,] followed by the clear exposi-
tion of the gentleman from Wisconsin, [Mr.
Brown, ] if it were not for the allusion which
has been made by the “member from
Baltimore city [Mr. Davis] to the past elec-
tions in Maryland, and especially for the
allusion made by himn to oneof my constitu-
ents, ex-Governor Thomas Watkins Ligon.

I cannot avoid saying, however, just here,
that Massachusetts, whom the chairman of
the Committee of Elections [Mr. Dawes]
in part represents, has but little right to
cast a slur upon Baltimore city for her Plug
Ugly enormities., As long as the charred
remains of Mount Benedict look on Bunker
Hill—so long as the memory of that crime
shall remain—so long as the memory of her
**Hiss” committee cntitles her to the scorn
and contempt of the world—while these
exist, Massachusetts should be quiet: she
should take care never to throw the first
stone. In carrying out these outrages,
however, she was but acting upon principles
which the member from Baltimore city [Mr.
Davis] was prominent in inaugurating in
Maryland, and of which he reaped the per-
sonal benefit which it was caloulated through
force and violence toconfer. But, sir, be-
fore I proceed further, allow me to ask the
attention of the member from Baltimore
city, if he will yield me his ear, upon what
evidence he charges Thomas Watkins Ligon

with being a traitor.

"~ Mr. Davrs of Marylaud 1 did not hear
jleman. =¥,
yland. You did

. Mr. Hangsy of
want to hear.. » :

Mr. Davgg; of Maryland. That is false.

Mr. Hareris, of Maryland. Very well. I
want to know if the member from Baltimore
city will produce the evidence on which he
bas undertaken to pronounce Governor Li-
gon a traitor publicly upon this floor. Mr.
Ligon is a resident of Marylaund, is now in
Howard county at large, and if the member
from Baltimore city has any evidence to
sustain the charge he has made against this
constituent of mine, I would like to hear it. !
I wait for a reply. 3

Mr. Davis, of Maryland. I respectfully
decline to make any reply to the ‘‘unwor-
thy member” from Maryland.

Mr. Harris, of Maryland. That is very
convenient. I do not want the member’s
reply because of any opinion he may enter-
tain of my worthiness or unworthiness; that
should have have nothing to do with it; but
I want his reply as relating to justice or in-
justice to a citizen who is not here to de-
fend himself. The member thus sees fit to
to avail himself of the impunity he enjoys
here to charge against a constituent of mine
the highest crime known to the law, but
will not condescend to produce a particle of
proof to sustain it. Now, sir, when a man
makes such a charge and will not give any
proof to sustain it when called on; when he
avoids an answer to the demand for proof
by equivocating upon another issue, I can-
not and will not say that he is anything but
a slanderer. I am ready to withdraw that
charge whenever the member shall think
proper to prove that Thomas Watkins Ligon
is guilty of the charge he has made against
him.

The Speaker. If the gentleman makes
that charge against his colleague he is out
of order.

Mr. Harris, of Maryland. What charge?

The Speaker. That he is a slanderer;
it is contrary to the rules of the House.

_ Mr. Harrig, of Maryland. I think he
was allowed to say that I was an ‘‘unworthy
member.” Bat I should like to know how
to characterize the conduct of the member
from Baltimore city. . If it is not slander,
what is i6? T donot want to offend against
rules of order; but I have a right to iufer,
and do infer, from the course of that mem-

not

ber that the charge is utterly false, and that |

the member has no proof whatever to sus-
tain it.

Mr. L. Myers rose.

Mr. Hagrris, of Maryland.
give way.

Mr. Speaker, the member from Baltimore

I do not

city scems to enjoy a great opinion of him- |

self. His whole hour was nearly consumed
in giving the history—if statements so false
can properly be called history—of the
great and glorious achievements of himself
and his Plag Uglies who enlisted under his
banner. He would make us believe that

the pillars of the Constitution rested upon  gree as to-keep a great number, an indefi- |

his and their shoulders. He was the great

or honor except by violence and fraud com-|
{bined. 'Three times has he come to this]
' House by the aid of the bludgeon and dag-!
| ger of the Plug Uglies; and he now occu- |
pies his place herc by favor of the bayonets |
of brutal tyrants. These are the honora-
ble instances which he can point to as dis- |
playing the confidence of a free and unter- |
rified constituency. ‘

But, Mr. Speaker, I commenced with |
saying that it was ungracious in Massachu- |
setts to cast a slur at Maryland for practic-.
ing a crime of which she ‘was herself part |
and parcel. True, Maryland should suffer |
a greater shame, for she had before ber the
example and guidance of the noble pilgrims
who landed on the shores of St. Mary’s
while degraded Massachusetts sucked in
fanaticism and intolerance from the rock of
Plymouth. Sir, the man who will be guil-
ty of the blasphemy of persecuting and
proseribing his fellew-man for his religious
opinions, especially in this country where
the Coustitution guaranties their frce exer-
cise, is unworthy of a place on this footstool
of God. It leads, necessarily, to resistance
and bloodshed, and he who inaugurates such
a system knows it, and is wickedly and
basely willing to enjoy the emoluments and
honors of this world, if honors they can be
called, though stained by the blood of his
-fellow-man. Abh, sir, the very first blood
that was shed upon earth flowed from this
cause ; and, sir, a brand as indelible as that
imprinted by God upon the brow of Cain
should be placed upon the brow of him who
proscribes a brother because he worships the
living God with a sacrifice which he thinks
acceptable.

Now, Mr. Speaker, let us animadvert a
little further upon the elections in Maryland
and the vivlence which has attended them.
I have myself been a sufferer in that respect.
In 1861 I was a candidate for Congress in
my district, but I was then defeated by the
calm, genteel, but effective tyrany of Gen-
eral John A. Dix, a renegade Democrat
and a tyrant, [A voice, ‘“Hit him again;”]
a tyrant with a smooth exterior, a little
worse, if possible, than those who look the
bulldog and the cur. The same general with
the bloodless sword effectuall{zu

NP Y I TR et T U, TOUT ST T
er by insolent violence, arresting candidates
for the Senate and driving the people from
the polls, because he knew that an unmo-
lested free election would have given the
opponents of the Administration a majority
in that body, and would thus have pre-
served the dignity, the rights, and interests
of Maryland from the complete everthrow
which they are now suffering  The subju-
gation of Maryland may be traced to the
conduct of this infamous tyrant, for the|
inevitable majority in her Senate would have |
saved her the agony she is now enduring.

At the last election in which I was a can-
didate there was another attempt to thwart‘
my success, but the pcople were too wise|
this time. They had become acquainted
with the operations and tiovements of the
tyrants, and determined to flank them —
The Order No. 53 was issued by the com- |
mander of the middle department for the |
express purpose of affecting the result of
the last fall’s election ic Maryland ; and, sir,
not only did I contend with the military |
tyrants, biit even a Cabinet minister so far
descended from the dignity of his position
as to go into Moutgomery county—a eoun-
ty in my district—-with the pledge that
there should be no military interference in
their election if the people would enly
agree not to have my iame printed o the
ticket. Kverything else should be free pro-
i vided they were willing to make this sacri-
fice of one who undoubtedly had their con-
fidence. What was the motive of this in-
terference I caunot imagine, except that he
hoped thereby to get an additional vote to
aid Frank, as the President so affectionate-
ly calls him, in stepping into the chair you
so effectively and impartially fill. Sufficient
tit is for me to say that I am here to-day

brought
TTAT T 01 Was 3 = . g ol 5
the Executive of the NIty Sthtdd ¥ the e

to represent, it is the duty of this House to |
decide against his claim and to send back
both him and bis contestant, and to continue
to do so until the free and unterrified action
of the people of the district had unequivo-
cally declared who should be their servant
and Representative. The principle I have
announced shall regulate my vote, and if
the claimant shall be able to make his facts
conform to that principle, then I will sup-
port his right to his seat upon this floor.—
There ecan be no other intelligible mode of |
coming to a just and honorable conclusion.
I shall presume, sir, that the claimant will
thus undertake to establish his claim, be-
cause I will not presume that he would ac-
cept a seat procured by violence and not as
a free gift of his people. The honor would
be plucked from the place, and self-respect
would cease to be his possession. Distant
I hope is the day when mauny of our promi-
nent and leading men shall be so selfish, so
unpatriotic, so destitute of honorable senti-
ment, as to seek posts of trust and honor by
the aid of the bludgeon and the club, or by
an appeal from the “‘ballot to the bullet.”
But, sir, notwithstanding his eloquent
exhortation here in favor of free ballot, I was
surprised to find the chairman of the Com-
mittee of Elections [Mr. Dawes] claim for
the Executive of this country the tremend-
ous power and right of interfering by mili-
tary force or other contrivances with the
elections in the States. I know there are
some prominent gentlemen who will concede

address the Chair. He has not been doing
so for some time past. [Mr. Harris stood
immediately in front of the Chair, and had
been speaking for several minutes with his
back to the Speaker.]

Mr. Hagrts, of Maryland. T am ad-
dressing the Chair, and hope the Chair has
heard me.

The Speaeer. The Chair has not.

Mr. JouxsoN, of Pennsylvania. He is
addressing the Chair. He is not required
te-look at the Speaker all the time.

The Speaker. Docs the gentleman from
Pennsylvania raise that point of order ?

Mr. Jouxson, of Pennsylvania. It is
the Chair that makes the point of order.
= The SpeARER. The Chair States that it
is the usage for the person occupying the
chair to remind gentlemen when they are
addressing members of the House that it is
their duty to address the Chair.

Mr. RanpaLL, of Pennsylvania.
the Chair will not come down again.
a long lane that has no turning.

The Speaker. The Chair does not un-
derstand the gentleman from Pennsylvania.

Mr. Harris, of Maryland. I do not
yield to my friend from Pennsylvania; I
can take care-of myself. This is my busi-
ness, and I object to any interruption. I
did not intend offence to the Chair in turn-
ing my back, but it is very important, as T
have a weak voice, that those whom I intend
10 have the benefit of my counsel shall hear

I hope
Itis

no matter how dangecrous to the libertieg

aid in advancing their ambitious prospects
or in gratifying their mercenary hearts. I
feel confident that the gentleman from Mas-
sachusetts [Mr. Dawes] takes conusel from
no such motives, but I must meet his asser-
tions of such a power as I have mentioned
for the Executive with a most emphatic de-
nial. He considers it the duty and right
of the President to enter the States on election
days with military power exhibited at the
polls to see that a pure, fuair, and honest
result is obtained, and also to keep traitors
from the ballot-box. Now, sir, though
bot ings are extremely desira-

last agency that should be adopted to ac-
complish them, The remedy is worse than
the disease, or rather would generate a new
disease more dangerous than the one which
it is attempted to cure. Sir, I deny his
right to enter the States from any such pur-
pose of interference, and whenever he does,
he is not only a traitor to the constitution of
the State, but a violator of the great-princi-
ple which lays at the foundation of our com-
mon Government. Can any one suppose
that our forefathers, as jealous as they were
of Executive power, would ever think of
conferring upon the President a power so
casily abused, and when abused so_difficult
of amendment and control? Never, sir,
never! They designed to leave the en-
tire management of elections with tha
the State authorities; and with them, if the
people of this country are wise, they will
1nsist upon its being left.

But, sir, the President must see that trai-
tors do not contaminate the polls with their
presence. Why is it that traitors are al-
lowed to go at large until the day of elec-
tion? This is an astonishing fact, or the
*‘Order No. 53” from the headquarters of
of the Middle Department, dated October
27, 1863, contains a falsehood. T read it:

“{t is known that there ate many ~evil-dis-
posed persons, uow at large in the State of
Maryland, who have been engaged in rebellion
against the lawful Governmeut, or have given aid
and comfort or encouragement toothers so engag-
ed, who do not recognize their allegiance to the
United States, and who may avail themselves
of the indulgence of the authority which tole-
rates their presence to embarrass the .approach-
ing election, or through it to foist enemies of
the United States into power. It is therefore
ordered : ,

“1. That all provost marshals and other mil-

somewhat proud that I have by the aid of

their rights. I beat the great commander
of the middle department with his Order
No. 53 and all his militaay aids, [laughter, ]
and 1 have the satisfaction of being his
equal on this floor. I beat the Cabinet
minister in Montgomery county triumphant-
ly, [laughter,] and I am here to aid in send-
ing orders to him; and I beat my two oppo-
nents with all their ingenious management;
and I am in the enjoyment of health and
spirits notwithstanding your censure. [Re-
newed laughter.]

Now, sir, [ come more particularly to the
election under consideration. - What I have
said has some bearing upon it because of
late there seems to be a great sameness in
{all elections. I have not read the report of
the committee, nor have I looked over the
evidence accompanying it. My remarks will
be based upon what has been asserted and
conceded here. It is not denied that there
was niilitary interference to a great extent
'in this election. Not only was it actual,

1 2| % .
my glorious constituents been able to over |or hanging about, or approaching any poll or

come all those enemies of my rights and!

itary officers do arrest all such persons found at

place of election on the 4th of Novenber, 1863.
and report such arrest to these headquarters.”

Why isit, T ask again, that knrown trai-
tors are at large, and that, too, by the in-
dulgence of the authority which tolerates
their presence, and that all that indulgence
is to be suddenly withdrawn on election
day? Can traitors do no mischicf to the
country except in the matter of elections,
and on that particular day? And why is it
there are so many ‘‘traitors” arrested on
the morning of the election, before the polls
are opened, and most unaccountably released
after the election is over? This looks a
little mysterious. - Sir, it is all a false pre-
tense ; it is the trick of the tyrant, adopted
in order to involve those who honestly dif-
fer with them in political opinions in the
pretended net of suspicion, so that by ar-
rests, by various annoyances which a tyrant
knows so well how to manufacture, he way
keep the honest voters from the polls, and
thus secure the election of a brother conspi-
rator.” Thus it is that this great right of

| but threatened and dreaded to so great a de-

{nite number, of the voters from the

free ballot, which is the protector of all

mé. “{Laughter.] I do notintend any dis-

or contend for any power for the Executive, ;¢espeét to $hre:.Chair ; as I said before, I have
[never seen a more impartial presiding offi-
and rights of the people, provided it will}Ssr than the ome who presides over this

House. I ghould not have known to which
side of the House he belonged politica}ly
from his action in the Chair. [ say this in
all sincerity and truth. : A

I was saying, sir, that the great privilege
of freedom of elections and of the ballot is
ove which the people will not jield, and
with which all executive interference must
be withheld. The people have been suffer-
ing in every other respect, and much in this.
Right after right has been taken from us;
the temple of liberty has, as it were, been
stripped. The shingles have been taken
off at one time, the weather boarding at an-

wy colleague to say whether it was not so.

Mr: Hareis, of Maryland. I can only
say that I did not accept of any concession,
if he made any, from my friend from Wis-
consin. He had finished what he had to
say, and I took the floor by my own inde-
pendent right.

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE.

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Hiec-
key, one-of its clerks, announced that the
Senate had passed an act for the settlement,
subsistence, and support of the Navajo In-
dian captives on a reservation in the Terri-
tory of New Mexico.

MISSOURRI CONTESTED ELECTION—AGAIN.

The Speaker. The gentleman from
Wisconsin [Mr. Sloan] raised the question
of order that the time of the gentleman
from Maryland bad expired. The Chair is
informed that although the gentleman from
Wisconsin expressed his willingaess to yield
the remainder of his hour, the gentleman
from Maryland took the floer without any
concession and is now entitled to his full
bour.

Mr. Harrrs, of Maryland. I do not in-
tend to tax the patience of the House by
consuming the entire time to which I am
eatitled. When interrapted (as I bave so
frequently been) I was earrying out my
line of argument to show what the Kxecu-
tive of this country could do by the exer-
cise of such a power as was claimed for him
by the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr.
Dawzs] and conceded by the member from
Baltimore city, [Mr. Davis] with this tre-
mendous lever he might easily overturn the
liberties of this country. As I said before
he could fill all the places of trust and hon-
or with the willing toals of his power ; men
who, being willing slaves themselves, are fit
instruments. to make slaves of others.—

g s
tion stone in order to bring rafter, joist,
and all the timbers of the noble edifice in
irreparable ruin to the earth. I tell you,
sir, we will not stand it much longer. The
men who, by the exercise of assumed tyran-
nical power, shall further assajl that great
right, will see ere long the ballot boxes bap-
tised in blood—a baptism that may be ne-
cessary to wash away the foul stains of tyran-
ny and oppression.

Mr. Speaker, the President himself, in
bis letter addressed to, citizens of Spring-
field, Illinois, declared that -*he who appeals
from the ballot to the bullet shall lose his
case and pay the costs ;” and, sir, he is the
first man who has a jndgment for costs
against him. He himself, by the instru-
mentality of his vicious tools, Hay violated
the solemn pledge which he indicated in
that letter, and this, too, upon the ridicu-
lous and frivelous ground that treason may
possibly contaminate the ballot-box. If a
wan is known to be a traitor, the place of
election would, I think, bé the last place at
which he would make bis personal appear-
auce. He would know well that the risk
he runs would not be compensated for by
the privilege hé sought. It is fatile totali
to intelligent people aboidt traitors being at
large in justificationt of the President or any
of his subordinates parading around the
polls for purposes of intimidation with mil-
itary array. ~ It is done because they twish
to thwart the free and honest expression of
the people’s will, when they have reason to
apprehehd that the result would be against
their selfish and tyrannical schemes. Grant
this power to the Executive, and he would
be able to select your candidates and to se-
cure their elections, and thus to pack this
House with his tools. Graot him that
power, and the gentleman from Massachu-
setts [Mr. Dawes] would not be here to talk
so eloquently about the freedom of the bal-
lot, and to rebuke the tyranny by which it
was struck down. His occupation and that
of the committec of which he is the able
chairman would be gone. Nothing more
would be necessary than for the President
to issue a proclamation (which of course
could be obtained at any time by a squad of
fanatical preachers) anncuncing who he
cousiders entitled to the places on this floor.
He could, too, and would secure, by effec-
tual interference with elections of the mem-
bers of the Legislatures of the different
States, a full supply of cringing tools in
tbe other branch of Congress. The pro-
cess would produce the very dcfinition of
despotism. 5

The Speaker. The hour of the gentle-
rr!andfrom Wisconsin [Mr. Brown] Has ex-
pired.

Mr. Harris, of Maryland. I had no-
thing todo with the time to which the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin was entitled.

The Speaker. Then the Chair is mis-
taken. The present occupant of the chair

other rights, aund that, too, when all other

! rea polls. | rights, are nearly crushed to the earth, has| Was not in the Mall at the time.
defender of the rights of the people of his I contend, under such circumstances, that been brutally assailed by Lrutal military
city, and worthy of, as he had received, unlest the claimant of the seat ean show by (tyranny.

Mr. Svoan. T rise to a point of order.

[ am informed that the gentleman. from!

is punished only on election day? It is
that patriotic men, who differ with the Ad-
ministration in its ruinous course, who have
the highest regard for their constitutional
and legal obligations, may be involved in
the loss of their greatest privilege -under
the infamous pretense of preserving it. It
is an easy thing, as we see, for a heated and
selfish partisan to proclaim the charge of
treason against a fellow-citizen ; but when
the charge is made, and is unsustained by
proof, there can be no other name for the
unjust accuser except the name of slan-
derer.

Mr. Garriewp. I rise to a question of
order. The member from Maryland is con-
tumaciously disobeying the Chair. He is
vot addressing the Chair; he is addressing
the otlier part of the House. I call him
to order.

Mr. Harnis, of Maryland. T hope I
will fiot be interrupted. - I will look at the
Chair. The Chair will excuse me if in the
waimth of debate [ have transgressed the
rule of order which the Chair has laid down.

Mr. Nosie. I have listened with great
care to the gentleman from Maryland, and
since admonished by the Chair he has made
no address to anybody else bat the Chair.
I do not think he is liable to the point of or-
der made against him by the member from
Obio. ;

Mr. Harnis, of Maryland. T think my
honorable friend from Ohio [Mr. Garfield}
should not be so sensitive on this subject.
T will not, however, call him my friead,
for I do pot know him, and am uot sure
that he would recognize the appellation.—
But, sir, I koow [ have seen him in the
ecstasies and contortions of debate so far
forget himself on this point as to bring him
within the category of those who are not
privileged to cast the first stone.

This charge of treason is a wide spread
net. It has entered the Halls of Congress
and been used for the purpose of arresting
free debate and stifling the warning voices
which will reach the ears and warm the
hearts of the American paople. For the
bold utterances of my political sentiments,
this charge of treason has been called from
the ‘‘vasty deep” in order to proscribe me.
I dare to avow them in this or any other
presence, and the defiance refutes the charge.
For the avowal of wy approbation of the
sentiment contained in the celebrated Crit-
tendon resolution, (though in a somewhat
different form,) which the gentleman [Mr.
Washburne] who drew the‘resolution of ex-
pulsion aaproved of-and :voted for,;it was
declared here in his resolution that I had
used. ‘*ireasosable langnage andhad:- been
guilty of & ocontempt of this Honse,”:
and should be expelled. As to the charge
of gross contempt of the House; the recol-
lection and reflection of the mewmbers who
voted it must declare it false. - Not a sin-

gle rule of order or parliamentary deco-

rum did [ violate on that ocecasion, and the
‘House will be ashamed when they review
their ownp ruling on that poiut.

But

the rigid rules of law. But I defy. any
man to find in American criminal law such
a word as ‘‘treasonable.” Treason needs
no adjectives to defiae or construe its
meaning, It has its definition written by
the hands of our glorious fathers in the
Constitution itself. It is an  ungualified
substautive, standing forth from the Consti-
tution like a mountain, that all may view its
dark outlines. This word, then, used with
such hot haste and indorsed by a - majority
of this House with so little reflection, shows

that they would construct a treason to - spit

what they mwight consider the demand of
the times, without regard to the demands of
the Constitution which they. are sworn .to
support, and without regard to the just
privilege of defense which they in my case’
ignored. It is pitiable when such acts_are’
done that they should be habtily done, and
inaugurated by that kind of ignorance which
knows not the forcé of language. Therule
which our fathers wrote in the Constitution
saved me from your expulsion, and ‘saved

you from the stern and indignant rebuke -

which I would have brought back with me
from my patriotic and whole-souled constitu-
ents. :

But you did nat stop herc; your ven-
geance was not thus to be thwarted. An-
other resolution introduced by the member
from Onio, ng. Scae~ck,] and upon which
be cut off ‘all debate by the previous ques-
tion, declared that I had used language
‘‘manifestly tending and intended to give
aid and comfort to the enemies of this coun-
try, and that I was therefore an unworthy
member and should receive its censure.”—
The tendency which ke cousiders 8o mani-
fest is an absurdity. .= What a tendency it
would have to give theaid and comfort which"
be speaks of, for one solitary member in this
Hall with all others against him to'show

en any, ‘‘ism” wight be voted up or vot- | himgelf the friend of the encmy ! It must
eddown ."Mlﬁ,"h reachers, through | c3eer the heart of Jefferson D{zv'is' to. the
;@5 09?“0- of the powér now 01’““1"3 for | sore to receive such great and efficient hid.
a:lm.timen::? i - ”}'h dlecte 'ft' Mr.. UpsoN. I call the gentleman to_or-
by hetby ok in tb@ o which thar|der He is not discussing the question be-
institation exists. The onw"gl%; may ﬁq,n H°“3°-H The "950!1’““0“."‘ s gkl
be preserved, while the fraudule m, ég : &ns; on tde' gentleman bas
pressive realities of tryanny can be en g 10 dp With the pen O, §
Sir, this pretended désjmi_?rﬁg%“:*’ SPEARER.  The Chair hn‘ _
is it that this crime, punishable at all times, or theTa__fteen mio-

utes. If hehas been referring to the cen-
sure passed on him by the House he is out
of order.

Mr. Surra. I hope that the gentleman
will be allowed to take his own course and
not be confined to the pending question.

Mr. Hareig, of Maryland. The . mem-
ber from Maryland was accorded : the priv-

ilege of referring to other subjects than the

one under debate.

Mr. Fentox. I call for a decision on’
that motion. ~
Mr. Surra. . The gentleman from Mary -

land [Mr. Davis] and others have alluded to"

matters not directly or strictly under "con-"
sideration. I listened to their remarks with’
pleasure. I desire that the member from’
Maryland [Mr. Harris] shall be allowed to
proceed in the same direction. If he gets
so far out of order that it is mnecessary to
call him to order, no one will be quicker to-
do it than myself; I do not mean in viola-
tion of the rules of the House, but without:
relevancy to the question under considera-
tion. {

Mr. Ueson. I object.

. The House divided; and there were—ayes’

57, noes 37.

So the motion was agreed to.

Mr. Harris, of Maryland. It is not
very agreeable to address those who are us-:
willing to hear me, although I have nothifig
to complain of as to the great attention
they give me. I have said nothing that
should offend them. T alluded to the fact
they had not been willing to give meé the
privilege of defense on the occasion refer-

red to, and it seems they are not very will-

ing to give me an opportunity of defense’
now. To show how insidious the charge of
treason can be made and how willingly sus-
tained is not in my estimation so irrelevant
to the fssue before the House as the gentle-
men might suppose. The charge izs” mada
in election casés to destroy the freedbm of
the ballot, and may be used here to abolisk
the freedom of debate. But, sir, to the
other branch of the charge in the resolution
of censure of the gentleman from Ohio,
[Mr. Schenck.] It declares that my lan-
guage was manifestly designed to' give the
aid and ‘eomfort spoken of to the enemies of
the country. T'he member when he ‘wrote
that could not know it to be true, but I
know it to be utterly false. But it would
have been as absurd to utter language here
under the ciroumstances, with such a design,
as it would be to suppose the language ut-
tered would have the tendency which the
resolution charged. Designed! Such a
thing never eutered my mind. On that
day [ came into-the. House wnexpectedly
and. found that the gentlemal from -Qhio
[Mr. Long] bad been assailed by a tesolu-
tion of expulsion for the expression of his
sentiments on this floor. The only thought
I bad was. that of indignation at the unwar-

ranted attempt to arrest the freedom of: dis- -

cussion here. The language I used rush-
ed from the indignant heart of a freeman
when Freedom was assailed in its very tem-




