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AN ACT

To repeal the Act passed the twenty-third of

March, eighteen hundred and sixty-seven,
chapter one hundred and eighty-four, entitl-
ed An Act to repeal Article seventy-one, of
the Code of Public General Laws of the State
of Maryland, entitled Oysters, and to re-enact
the same with amendments.

Sbctios 1. Beit enactedhythe General Asscm-
hlyof Maryland, That the Act passed March
twenty-third, eighteen hundred and sixty-seven,
chapter one hundred and eighty-four, entitled
an Act to repeal Article seventy-one, of the
Code of Public General Laws of Maryland, en-
titled Oysters, and to re-enact the same with
amendments, be and the same is hereby repeal-
ed and the following enacted in lieu thereof:

Sec. 2. Be it enacted by the General Assembly
of Maryland, That no owner, master, captain,
hirer, borrower, or employee of any owner or
other person, shall use or employ any canoe,
boat or vessel of any kind or description what-
ever in taking or catching oysters for sale in
the waters of this State, without having first
obtained a license to so use or employ such ca-
noe, boat or other vessel as hereinafter pro-
vided.

thM-V^ptvol—l
ler of the Treasury shall, upon the application
of any resident of the State ofMaryland, being
the owner of any boat ot Vessel licensed or en-
rolled in any Custom House of the United
States, in said State, issue to such resident li-
cense to catch or take oysters with scoop, drag,
scrape, dredge or any other instrument, within
the waters of the Chesapeake Bay, and to buy
and sell oysters in the State, provided, that said
license shall not authorize the taking or catch-
ing of oysters with scoop, scrape, drag or
dredge, between the first day of June and Sep-
tember in each year, which is hereby expressly
forbidden; and provided also , that no steam-
boat or other vessel propelled by steam machi-
nery, shall be used for taking or catching oys-
ters in any of the waters of this State.

Sec. 4. And be it enacted, That no license
shall be issued to any person who has not been
a resident of the State for twelve months next
preceding such application, and the owner, or
owners, and master of such vessel when mak-
ing application for such license, shall each make
oath before the Comptroller or his authorized
clerk, that they are bona fide owner and master
of the boat or vessel to be described in the li-
cense for which they are applicants; that they
have been residents of this State for the time
hereinbefore mentioned, and that there is no
lien on such vessel held by a non-resident, aud
such applicant shall produce before said Comp-
troller or his authorized clerk, the Custom
House enrollment or license of such boat or
vessel, under such rules and regulations as the
said Comptroller may have previously pre-
scribed.

Sec. 5. And be it enacted, That every appli-
cant before obtaining such license shall pay the
Comptroller or his authorized clerk therefor, at
the rate of three dollars per ton for every ton
the boat or vessel for which he desires license,
may measure according to its Custom House
enrollment or license; and it shall be the duty
of every person thus obtaining license to exhi-
bit the same whenever called upon by any offi-
cer of the State of Maryland or other person
authorized to demand the same; and every boat
or vessel engaged in the oyster trade in any of
the waters of this State, shall be licensed as re-
quired by law and be subject to all the provi-
sions of the several sections of this Article.

Sec. 6. And be it enacted, That any person
who shall violate any of the provisions of the
preceding sections, shall be deemed guilty of a
misdemeanor, and upon indictment and convic-
tion in any Circuit Court of this State, before
whom such case is tried, shall be fined not less
than fiftynor more than five hundred dollars,
or forfeit the boat or vessel in possession of the

(party offending, together with the papers, fur-

Ijuture and tackle on board of said boat or ves-
the n'...A of her seizure, in the discretion

Justice of the ?C3 ce or Court, but said

shall not apply to raa!? rs or owners
or vessels from other States, wuo nia.v ,

from any party or parties author-
license to catch or take oysters in any

of this State.,
Sec. 7. And be ti ejiaeted, That any resident

of this State owning or haying in his posses-
sion any canoe, or other small boat, and desir-
ing to take or catch oysters with rakes or tongs
in any of the waters of this State, shall first
obtain by application to the Clerk of the Circuit
Court for the county wherein he may desire so
to take or catch oysters, a license therefor, aud
such license shall hare effect from first day of
Jana, in the year in which it may be obtained,
to the qrst day of June next succeeding; pro-
vided, that such license shall not authorize the
takjng or catching ofoysters in any creek, riv-
er. pove, inlet, bay or sound, within the limits
of,atty county other than where the license may
be granted.

Sec. 8. And be it exacted. That each and every
license to take or cafeh oysters with rakes or
tongs, shall state the name and residence of the
person to whom the same is to be granted, the
name or number, together with the length of
the canoe, (said length to be obtained by top
or oyerrall measurement,) or other boat to be
licensed, and the county in which the same is
to be used, and the period at which said license
will expire, and every applicant for such license
gball pay to the Clerk ofthe Court, where such

I . I
license may be granted, and before the issuing

1 jand delivery of the same according to the fol-
lowing rates, viz: For every boat or canoe
jmeasuring in length twenty feet or less, the

. ; sum of four dollars ; measuring from twenty to
twenty-five feet, the sum of six dollars ; mea-
suring from twenty-five to thirty feet, the sum
of eight dollars, and all over thirty feet in
length, including sloops under Custom House
tonnage, the sum of ten dollars each,

j Sec. 9. And be it enacted, That every appli-
cant for license to take or catch oysters with

¦rakes or tongs, shall be required to make oath

Ibefore the (fferk authorized to issue the same,
or some Justice of the Peace, upon whose cer-
tificate of the taking of such oath the Clerk
shall issue said license, that, the facts set forth
in said license arc strictly true; that he is a

bonafi.de resident of the county in which such
application is made, and that he will obey and
comply with all the provisions of the laws of
this State regulating the taking or catching of
oysters; and every person to whom such li-
cense may be granted, shall be required to
paint the name or number of bis canoe or other
boat on said boat, to correspond with said num-
ber, or name, in said license; and any person
neglecting or refusing to comply with this pro-
vision, shall, on conviction thereof before a
Justice of the Peace, pay a fine of not less than
five dollars, nor more than ten dollars, one-half
to be paid to the informer, and the residue to
the Comptroller of thq^reasury.

Sec. 10. And be it enacted, That the Comp- \
troller of the Treasury shall cause to be print-
ed and delivered to the Clerks of the Circuit
Courts for the several counties, and the Clerk
of the Court of Common Pleas of Baltimore
city, the requisite number of such blank licen-
ses, and hike receipts for the same as for other
licenses furnished, and the said Clerks shall, on
the first Monday in March, June, September
and December in each year, return to the said .
Comptroller a list and account of such licenses
issued by them.

Sec. 11. And be it enacted, That if any person
shall take or catch oysters with rakes or tongs
in any waters of this State without having first
obtained license as required by the preceding ;
sections of this law, except oysters taken for j
private use, he shall, upon conviction thereof j
before any Justice of the Peace for the county ;
where the offense may be committed, be fined
not less than twenty nor more than one hun- j
dred dollars, or forfeit the canoe or boat so
used or employed, in the discretion of the Jus-
tice before whom the same may he tried, one-
half of said fine to be paid to the informer, and
the residue to the Comptroller of the Treasury.

Sec. 12. And he it enacted , That all owners
and masters of canoes, boats or vessels licensed
under this Article, being white men, are hereby
constituted officers of this State for the purpose ,
of arresting and taking before any Judge of ,
any Circuit Court or Justice of the Peace, who •
shall have jurisdiction therein, any person or
persons who may he engaged in violating any ;
of the provisions of this Article, and of seizing j
any canoe, boat or vessel engaged therein : and | ¦
all such owners or masters arc hereby vested j j
with, noivtir. ta summon to > ]
aid in making such arrest and'seizure' as'fully' :
as are Constables and Sheriffs of the several i
counties and the city of Baltimore. ,

Sec. 13. And be it enacted, That upon informa- (
tion given upon oath to any Justice of the Peace \
having jurisdiction, of any violation of any of ,
the provisions ofthis Article, the said Justice .
of the Peace shall issue his warrant for the ar- j
rest of the offender or offenders, and the seizure
of the canoe, boat or vessel, together with the
tackle and furniture on board, which warrant 1
shall be directed to the Sheriff or any Consta- \
ble of the county, or to the owner or master of ‘
any canoe, boat or vessel licensed under this 1
Article. 1

Sec. 14. And be it enacted, That if any per- ,
son or persons on board any canoe, boat or ves- (
sel, engaged in delating any of the provisions
of this Article, shall flee to avoid arrest, the of- *
ficer endeavoring to make such arrest, shall
seize such canoe, boat or vessel, arid the same '
proceeding shall thereupon be had as directed *
in all cases of seizure under other sections of \
this Article. !

Sec. 15. And be it enacted, That any person
relating an officer or other person authorized
to make arrest and seizure under this Article,
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor; and upon in-
dictment and conviction thereof in any court
of competent jurisdiction, shall pay a fine of ‘
not less than fifty nor more than five hundred
dollars, or be imprisoned in the county jail,
where the offense may be tried, not less than
one month nor more than one year.

Sec. 16. And he it enacted , That it shall be
unlawful for any owner, master, employee or
other person to use or employ any boat or ves-
sel licensed under this Article, to take or catch
oysters with scoops, scrapes, drag or dredge,
in taking or catching oysters in any river,
creek, cove, inlet, bay or sound within the lim-
its of an}' county of this State, or on any oys-
ter bed, bar or rock, on or about Talley’s Point,
Sandy Point, Hackett’s Point, Thomas’ Point,
the Three Sisters, Holland’s Point Bar, Plum
Point, and Parker’s Creek on the western side
of the Chesapeake Bay, and Swan Point on the
eastern side of said bay, and Eastern Bay, in-
side of a line drawn from Kent Point to Poplar
Island, and any owner, master, employee or
other person so offending, shall upon convic-
tion thereof before any Justice of the Peace or
Judge of any Circuit Court for any county be
subject to the same fines and penalties, and the
boat or vessel so used or employed, be liable to
seizure and forfeiture as provided in section six
of this Article, but this section nor any in this
Article shall be construed as a repeal of sections
ninety-four to one hundred aud one inclusive
of Article nineteen of the Code of Public Local
Laws for Somerset county, relating to oysters.

Sec. 17. And be it enacted, That all boats,
vessels or other property condemned under the
provisions of this Article, shall be sold by the ;

I Sheriff of the county where such boat, vessel
•0
”other* property may be condemned at public

sale atu,T giving twenty days notice of the time
and’place of sm.i sale bj advertisement in one

or more newspapers published in the county
where such condemnation niaj' be made, but if
the articles condemned be perishable in their
character, then the notice may be shorter than
twenty days at the discretion of the Justice,
and by such other notice as he may deem expe- i
dient, to the highest bidder therefor, for cash, (

I and the proceeds of such sale or sales after de- ;
ducting all the necessary and legal expenses of
seizure, condemnation or sale, shall be divided ias follows, to Avit: one-fourth to the officer
making the seizure, one-half of the balance to
those aiding the officer to make such seizure,
and the residue shall be paid to the State of

i Maryland; provided, that if such seizure shall
I be made hy the officers and crew of the police
1 force of the State, hereinafter provided for, then
such portion as tvould accrue to them under

i j the provisions of this section shall be paid into
i 1 the Treasury of this State,
fj Sec. 18. And be it enacted, That any party or

i parties, against Avhom any Justice of the Peace
s may render a judgment under this Article, eith-
i er to pay a fine or of condemnation of property,

; may at any time within ten days from the ren-
-3 dilion of such judgment, appeal from such judg-
i ment to the Circuit Court for any county,

wherein the same may have been rendered, but
no execution or sale shall he stayed, unless the
party appealing shall give bond Avith surety to

i the State of Maryland, in double the value of
the property condemned, or of the fine imposed,
as the case may be, said security or securities
to be resident or residents of the county in
which the Justice resides, and Avho shall swear
or affirm that he or they are Avorth double the
amount of the property condemned, and be-
comes surety for the same, Avith condition to
prosecute such appeal Avitli effect, and to pay
the value of the property condemned, and fine
imposed, and all costs attending such proceed-
ing, in case such judgment shall become affirm-
ed, and in all cases ofappeal either party shall
he entitled to trial by jury.

Sec. 19. And he it enacted , That Avhenevcr
any offense is committed under any of the pro-
visions of this Article, within the waters of the
State, hut not Avithin the limits ofany county,
then any Justice of the Peace or the Circuit
Court for any county, as the case may he, most
convenient of access, from the place Avhere the
offense may be committed, shall have jurisdic-
tion thereof and all proceedings, whether be-
fore a Justice of the Peace, or before the Circuit
Court for any county, shall he in the name of
the State, and if the party or parties accused
shall be acquitted, the Comptroller of the State
shall pay the cost out of the fund created by
this Article.

j Sec. 20. And be it enacted, That any boat or
\ vessel, oAvned either wholly or in part hy any

( non-resident of this State, which may he used
or employed by any resident or non-resident of

, this State in taking or catching oysters, in any
of the waters of this State, Avith scoop, scrape,
drag or dredge, shall he liable to seizure and
forfeiture, and upon conviction thereof hy any
Justice of the Peace, or in any Circuit Court of
any connfy, or the Court of Common Pleas of

, the city of Baltimore, shall be condemned to be
sold in the same manner and upon the same
terms, and the proceeds of such sale or sales
shall he disposed of as hereinbefore provided in
section seventeen of this Article.

Sec. 21. And be it enacted, That it shall be
i the duty of any sheriff, constable or other offi-
i cer, created under this Article, Avith or without

j warrant, to arrest any person or persons, and
; to seize and take into custody any canoe, boat

j or vessel, Avhenevcr and AvhercA'cr such person
j or persons, canoe, boat or A'csscl, shall be found
violating or being used in violating any of the
proA'isions of this Article, and bring the offend-
er or offenders before the Justice of the Peace
or Judge of a Circuit Court most convenient or
accessible to he dealt with as herein provided.

Sec. 22. And be it enacted, That it shall he
the duty of the officer in charge of the Oyster
Police of the State, hereinafter provided for to
cause the vessel under his command to cruise
daily (unless the condition of said A-essel or the
inclemency of the Aveather prevent) in any of
the Avaters of this State, to overhaul and exam-
ine the licenses of all boats or vessels engaged

j in taking or catching oysters in the State, and
to arrest all persons who may be found violat-
ing, or who may have been guilty of any vio-
lation jifajjy of the,proA'isions o£ this Article,
aiid to seize all boats or vessels, together Avith
their tackle and furniture, Avhich-lfiay be found
on hoard such boats or vessels so engaged, used
or employed in violating said provisions, and
the said officer so commissioned shall have pow-
er to summon to his aid such number of persons
as may, in his judgment, be necessary and pro-
per for the safe execution of his commission.

Sec. 23. And be itenacted, That it shall be the
duty ofany officer haA'ing charge of, or com-
manding such vessel, to take the person or per-
sons so arrested, and the boat or boats, vessel
or vessels, and other property so seized, into
custody, and cause the said person or persons
to be taken before some Justice of the Peace for
the county Avhcrcin the offense may have been
committed; and ix’the offense shall haA;e been
committed outside of the limits of any county,
then to take the said person or persons before
some Justice of the Peace of the county most
convenient or accessible from the place Avhere
such offense shall have been committed ; and it
shall he the duty of the Justice of the Peace,
before Avhom such person or persons shall have
been taken by said officer to take cognizance of
the same and docket a case or cases in the name
of the State against such person or persons, and
the said boat or vessel, and the said Justice
shall proceed to try the same and render judg-
ment as provided by this Article.

Sec. 24. And be it enacted , That it shall be
the duty of the officer alluded to in section tAven-
ty-two of this Article, to return to the Commis-
sioner of the Oyster Police Force, at the expi-
ration ofevery mouth, a full and particular ac-
count of his proceedings.

Sec. 25. And be it enacted, That in all cases
arising under this Article, the Justice of the
Peace before whom any person or persons may
be brought, shall proceed to docket a case or
cases in the name of the State, against the per-
son or persons so charged, and also against the
boat or vessel employed or used, and shall pro-
ceed immediately to try the same, unless the
party or parties so charged shall state, upon
oath, that further time is necessary to enable
him or them to prepare for his or their defense,
and to procure attendance of witnesses, in
which case the said Justice shall appoint a cer-
tain day for the trial of the same, and shall
cause the said party or parties to enter into re-
cognizance with sureties, approved by said
Justice, in a sum not less than five hundred
dollars, for his or their appearance on said day;
said security or securities to he resident or re-
sidents of the county in which the Justice re-
sides, and shall sAvear or affirm that he or they
are Avorth double the amount of the recogniz-
ance required, and in default thereof may com-
mit the said party or parties to jail; and if up-
on said trial it shall appear to the satisfaction
ot said Justice that any A'iolation of this Arti-
cle has been committed by the party or parties,
and that said boat or A'essel has been used or
employed in said violation of this Article or
any of its provisions, the said Justice shall ren-
der a judgment of condemnation against the
said boat or vessel, her tackle and furniture on
hoard at the time of her seizure, or fine the said
party or parties at his discretion, as hereinbe-
fore provided.

Sec. 2(5. And he it enacted, That it shall be
unlawful for any person or persons licensed un-
der aC.v of the provisions of this Article to take
or catch oysters on Sunday, and any person or
persons so offending shall he liable to indict-
ment for a misdemeanor in any court having
criminal jurisdiction in the State, and upon
conviction thereof shall be fined a sum not less
than fifty nor more than tAVO hundred dollars,
or he imprisoned not less than tAventy or more
than sixty days, in the discretion of the Judge
trying the same.

Sec. 27. And he it enacted, That all moneys
arising from the sale of licenses, or from fines,
penalties and forfeitures imposed under this
Article, shall, hy the Comptroller, be paid into
the. Treasury, and placed to the credit of the
Oyster Fund, and the Comptroller is hereby re-
quired to state in his annual report, particular-
ly, the receipts and expenditures on account of
said fund, and the balance standing to the credit
of the State at the time ofmaking such report.

Sec. 28. And be it enacted, That the OAvner

or owners ofany land bordering on any of the
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t navigable waters of this Statf, the lines of
e which extend into and are coA’ertd by the said
o waters, shall have the exclusive privilege of us-
if ing the same for protecting, soAving, bedding
, or depositing oysters or other shell fish within
s the lines of their OAvn land, and any owner or

a owners of land lying and bordering upon any
r of the waters of this State, shall have power to
e locate and appropriate in any of the Avaters ad-
- joining his, her or their land five acres for the
0 purpose of preserving, depositing, bedding or

y sowing oysters or other shell fid), and that any
c other citizen of the State shall (have power to
- locate and appropriate fir e acres in any Avaters
- in said Shite, not located or appropriated, pro-
-1 , vided, that ten days notice in Avriting shall be

i giA'en the OAvner or OAvners, occupant or occu-
r pants of lands, bordering on said Avater propos-
- ed to he located. That the owner or OAvners,
e: occupant or occupants may have priority of

, I claim, and if they shall fail to locate or appro-
t ‘priatc the water mentioned in said notice, Avith-
t. in ten days after receiA'ing the same, then it
e shall be open and free to any one under the pro-
- ! visions of this section; provided, also, that the
- said location or appropriation, shall he dcscrib-
t! cd hy stakes, hushes or other visible marks, or

f 1metes and hounds, which description shall he
1 reduced to writing, under the oath of some
e competent SurA'cyor, and recorded at the ex-
f ipense of the party locating or appropriating

jthe same, in the office of the (jerk of the Cir-
ri cuit Court for the county avliman such land
r I may he located; and provided, also, that such

I (location and appropriation shaH not injure, oh-
fj struct or impede the free navigation of such
y jAvaters ; provided , that no natural bar or bed of
, oysters shall he so located or appropriated.
II Sec. 20. And he it enacted, That if any creek,
>’ I cove or inlet not exceeding one hundred yards
f jin breadth at its mouth make into the land or

M lands, or that if any creek, coa'c or inlet ofc | greater width than one hundred yards make
e into the land or lands, the OAvner o: OAvners, or

3 other lawful occupant or occupants shall have

1 the exclusive right to use such creek, cove or
inlet, when the mouth of said creek, cove or

2 inlet is one hundred yards or less iiiAvidth, and
" Avhen the said creek, cove or inlet is more than
1 one hundred yards in Avidth at its mouth, the
I said owner or OAvners or other lawful occupant

t or occupants, exclusive right to use
I ! such creek, coA’e or inlet so soon as said creek,
II cove or inlet in making.into sffd land or lands,
3 1shall become one hundred yards in Avidth, for
‘ jpreserving, depositing, bedding or sowing oys-
J jters or other shell fish, although such creek,

cove or inlet may not be in the lines of any pat-
ent.

! Sec. 30. And he it enacted, That if any per-
• son Avho shall take with a drag, dredge, scoop,
• scrape, rake or tongs, or any instrument what-

s ever, any oysters or other shol; fish imbedded,
; planted or sown in accordance with the provi-
f sions of sections twenty-eight ud twenty-nine

• ofthis Article, or shall carry or Attempt to carry
the same aAvay, shall be deemed guilty of a
felony and be liable to indictment, andoncon-

• viction thereof in any court in this State having
criminal jurisdiction, shall he sentenced by the
Judge of such court to for a
term not exceeding five years ahtfiiot less Than
one year.

Sec. 31. And be it enacted, That the State’s
portion of all fines and forfeitures accruing un-
der this Article, shall be paid by the Sheriff or
other officer collecting the sane to the Clerk of
the Circuit Court of the county, or the Clerk of
the Court of Common Pleas of the city of Bal-

, timore, Avhere such fine or forfeiture may ac-
crue, and such Clerk shall account for the same
to the Comptroller ofthe Tretsury in his quar-
terly returns.

Sec. 32. And be it enacted, That all licenses
to take or catch oysters witl scoops, scrapes,
drag or dredge in the waters ifthe Chesapeake
Bay shall be numbered, and tie OAvner or mas-
ter ofevery' boat or A'essel so licensed shall he
required to have or cause to 1c printed on the

, tore or main sail of such boa! or A'essel, above
the reefing point or upon a white flag, to he
displayed upon some prominent part of said
vessel, at least six feet above die deck, the num-
ber corresponding on such luense, such num-

, her to be printed in black figure or figures, not¦ less than one foot in length and of proportion-
. ate width, and which number shall be exposed

to A'iew Avhen dredging, and any person or per-
, sons caught taking or catcling oysters with
. scoop, scrape, drag or dredg? in any of the Ava-

ters of this State, without hating complied with
, this provision, shall, upon ronviction thereof
, by' any' Justice of the Peace of this State, he

, fined not less than fifty nor nore than one hun-
dred dollars, one half of sue! fine to be paid to
the informer and the balance to the State, un-
less such informer he a paid officer of the State
as provided for in this Article.

, Sec. 33. And be it enacted, That all oysters
in the shell disposed of in tie State of Mary-
land, shall he measured in a sealed measure of
any' capacity, from half a bushel to twenty-five

i bushels, that may be agreed upon bctAveen the
, seller and purchaser ; provided, that said meas-

ure or measures shall contain in quantity for
each bushel thereof, according to the following
dimensions, that is to say, sixteen and a half
inches across from inside to inside at the bot-
tom, eighteen inches across from inside to in-
side at the top, and twenty-two inches diago-
nal from the inside chime to the top, and the

, same shall be even or struck measure.
Sec. 34. And be it enacted, That it shall be

the duty of the purchaser or seller to haA'e said
measure or measures, duly inspected and sealed
by the proper officers, under a forfeit of fifty
dollars for each and eA'cry offense, to be recov-
ered before any Justice of the Peace, by action
of debt in the name of the State of Maryland,
one-half to go to the informer, and the other
half to the use of the State.

Sec. 35. And be it enacted, That all oy'sters
sold in the city' of Baltimore shall be measured
by' a sworn measurer, who shall receiA'e for his
services one cent per bushel, to be paid equally
hy the purchaser and seller.

Sec. 36. And he it enacted, That the sworn
measurers as aforesaid shall hike out a license
to authorize them to measure said oysters, from
the Clerk of the Court ofCommon Fleas in the

, city of Baltimore.
Sec. 37. And be it enacted, That they shall

make oath before said Clerk, that they will
faithfully and impartially discharge the duties
of measurer of oysters, as between purchaser

. and seller thereof, and shall pay the sum offifty
, dollars for said license, and the further sum of

fifty cents to said Clerk for issuing the same.
Sec. 38. And he it enacted, That the rei'enue

; arising from the sale of said licenses shall be
paid to the Comptroller of the Treasury to be

s placed to the credit of the oy'ster fund,

s Sec. 39. And be it enacted, That the sum of
tAventy-tAvo thousand dollars is hereby' appro-

i priated to purchase a suitable steam vessel and
, tAvo tenders to be propelled by steam, sails, oars
s or otherwise, at the discretion of the Commis-
> I sioners hereinafter named, said vessel and ten-
3 1 ders not to exceed in cost this appropriation,
- ¦ and to arm and equip the same for the service
- hereinafter specified, to he styled the State Oys-
f ter Police Force, and the GoA’ernor, Treasurer,
t, Comptroller, Superintendent ofLabor and Ag-
. ricnltnre, and the Clerk of the Court ofAppeals

r shall constitute a Board to be styled the Co ni-

ls raissioners of the State Oyster Police Force,

f and they are directed to purchase, arm and c-
-1 j quip said steam vessel and tenders, and the

-1 Treasurer of the State, upon the requisition ol
fjSaid Commissioners, and the warrant of the

i 1 Comptroller is hereby directed to pay the sum
* jor sums necessary, not exceeding this and any
' i other appropriation hereinafter mentioned for
> .the purposes herein specified.

Sec. 40. And be it enacted, That the Board ol

s! Commissioners of the State Oyster Police Force,
' I shall haA'e power to appoint a suitable person

r to command said force, whose term of office
> shall he for tAvo years unless sooner removed

> | for incompetency or neglect of duty, and if said

¦ | officer shall fail to discharge his duty, by reason
; of collusion Avith those interested in eA'ading¦ the law, he shall upon presentment, indictment
¦ and conviction, in a court of laAV, be deemed

guilty of a misdemeanor and fined, or impris-
onment or both at the discretion of the Court.

Sec. 41. Ami be it enacted, That the com-
’ manding officer of said force be, and he is here-

¦ by required to keep his vessel constantly' cruis-
‘ ing, Avhen circumstances will permit, wherever

! opposition to the oyster laAV has arisen, or likely
‘ to arise, within the boundaries of the State,

and that every locality where a violation of the
! laAV exists, or"is likely to arise, shall be visited

1 as often as the duties of the force and the con-
’ dition of the vessels will permit, and that a

monthly report shall he made to the Commis-
’ sioners, of all official action taken under the

laAV, and a strict and careful journal kept of all
duties performed, and the circumstances con-
nected therewith. The salary of the chief offi-
cer shall be twenty-five hundred dollars per
annum, which shall he paid to him monthly by
the Treasurer upon the warrant of the Comp-
troller, and he shall haA'e power to appoint one

i chief mate, at tAvelve hundred dollars per an-
-1 num, and who shall be a pilot; one second

mate at six hundred dollars per annum; one
chief engineer at twelve hundred dollars per¦ annum; one assistant engineer, at nine hun-

i dred dollars per annum ; three men to act as
firemen and coal-heavers, at twenty-five dol-
lars per month each ; one. stewart and one cook,
at twenty-five dollars per month each, and as
many seamen as the above Commissioners may
deem necessary, at twenty dollars per month.

Sec. 42. And he it enacted, That said Commis-
sioners are empoAvercd and directed to purchase
such arms and ammunition as shall be necessa-
ry to carry into effect the duties devolved upon
said Oyster Police Force.

Sec. 43. And be it enacted, That the officers
and crew aforesaid, shall each receiA'e one ra-
tion per day', in quality and quantity such as
is alloAved by' law to the officers and crew of
the Revenue Marine of the United States.

Sec. 44. And be it enacted, That the officers
and crew aforesaid, shall be paid by the Trea-
surer upon the warrant of the Comptroller, and
the certificate of the commanding officer, that
their duty has been performed as required by
law.

Sec. 43. And be it enacted, That the com-
manding officer shall have authority to dismiss
from said service any officer or other person
under his command, whenever in his judgment
the interest of said service may require him to
do so. * ¦"

Sec. 46. And be it enacted, That the com-
manding officer aforesaid, is hereby empowered
to prescribe Rules and Regulations for the dis-
cipline of said Oyster Police Force, which shall
he submitted to the Commissioner aforesaid for
their consideration, and Avhen duly approved
by them, shall have the force of law and be
binding upon the officers and crew of said
force.

Sec. 47. And be it enacted, That in case of the
death or permanent disability of the command-
ing officer aforesaid, the Commissioners afore-
said shall have authority to fillthe vacancy.

Sec. 48. And be it enacted, That to enable the
said Commissioners to equip and put into ser-
vice the Oyster Police Force the sum of eight
thousand dollars, or so much thereof as may- be
deemed necessary, in addition to the sum of
twenty-two thousand dollars hereinbefore men-
tioned, be and the same is hereby appropriated,
Avhich shall he paid by the Treasurer, upon the
requisition of said Commissioners and the war-
rant of the Comptroller.

Sec. 49. And be it enacted, That the Board of
Commissioners shall haA'e power to keep the
said steamer and tender in suitable repair; aud
the Treasurer of the State, upon the requisition
ofsaid Commissioners and the Avarrant of the
Comptroller, is hereby directed to pay the sum
or sums necessary to carry out the provisions
of this section.

Sec. 50. And be it enacted, That the com-
manding officer of said force shall, before enter-
ing upon the discharge of his duties, take before
the Judge ofone of the Circuit Courts, the oath
prescribed by' the Constitution, and shall enter
into bond to the State of Maryland in the sum
of tAventy thousand dollars, to be approved by-
said Judge for the faithful performance of his
duties, as prescribed in this Article.

Sec. 51. And he it enacted, That all laws in-
consistent with the proA'isions of this Act be,
and the same are hereby repealed.

Sec. 52. And be itenacted, That this Act shall
take effect from the day of its passage.

Approved March 30, 1868.
THOMAS SWANN,

Governor.

A LOST CHORD.

BY ADELAIDE A. PROCTOR.

Seated one day at the organ,
IAvas weary and ill at ease,

And my- fingers AA'andered idly
Ch er the noisy keys.

I do not knoAV Avhat I Avas play ing,
Or what IAvas dreaming then;

And Istruck one chord of music,
Like the sound of a great Amen.

It flooded the crimson tAvilight,
Like the close of an angel’s psalm,

And it lay on my fevered spirit
With a touch of infinite calm.

It quieted pain and sorrow,

Likaiove overcoming strife;
It seemed the harmonious echo

From our discordant life. .

It linked all perplexed meanings
Into one perfect peace,

And trembled aAvay into silence
As if it were loth to cease.

I have sought, but Iseek it vainly,
That one lost chord divine,

That came from the soul of the organ,

And entered into mine.

Itmay- be that death’s bright angel
Will speak in that chord again;

Itmay be that only in heaven
I shall hear that grand Amen.

Original
n For the Port Tobacco Times.

sr MOTHEE, HOME AND HEAVEN.

BY ADA.

n Three simple words, yet we love to bear
® them spoken. There arc no three words,
d in any language, so sweet as these.—
”

None in which we can so fondly trust,

it | * ‘My Mother, Mother, Mother,” were
among the last words of Henry Clay.

:. Yes! the noble statesman forgot all else of
l~ the world when the Angel of Death hov-
!-(ered o’er him, but his mind reverted to

bis boyhood days when a fond mother
made him kneel at hqr knee and repeat

® his little prayer, or spoke to him of that
i- Saviour who he never forgot through his
*

long life of visissitudes; but when death
e laid his cold hand upon his brow, was
U|

1

_

ready to welcome him; and that he was
i- thinking of that dear parent, who had left

him many, many years before, was evi-
|- dent from the words, “My Mother. Moth-
*

er, Mother,” as if she were present, and,
d no doubt, her spirit was there, waiting to

take her boy Home. Weary wanderer
¦¦ in a foreign land, after the many bard
[. ships you have endured, does not your
> mind revert to Home ? and don’t you feel
Y happier for a short time after memory has

pictured to you that dear old Home where
' Father, Brothers and Sisters are assem-
¦- bled around the wide hearth, ready at any
11 time to welcome home the one that has
s now become a stranger in a foreign clime ?

e But the tears spring to your eyes as you
f think of that silver-haired Old as

8 she meekly bows before her Maker and
- prays for the safety of her absent darling.
t Ah! many a one has returned home and
¦' found that dear Mother beneath the sod.
. Perhaps, wanderer, that may be the way
3 with you, but as you weep o’er her grave

t and the last words her speak—-
} J ‘Baa gpod_b“v.”—ru|>h o' mind,
- resolve to turn to jroar God and meet

1 her in Heaven. Heaven!, Ah, that is
l the sweetest of all, for it is a place of rest,

and there we have the three combined in
* one—Mother, Home and Heaven. Oh!

there we meet our friends that have gone
! before. Who do we most desire to meet

first in Heaven ? No matter who else
may be there, our first looks are cast upon

' God, who, m all the effulgence and honor
of His glory, sits upon His throne sur-

[• rounded by Angels who are ever singing
• bis praises All others are at first for-

, gotten as we arc filled with delightful and
' rapturous sensations on beholding His
f dear countenance. Next, methinks, must

• be the meeting of Mother.
i Of these three words Iknow not which

; is the best, but I think Heaven is the
; sweetest; but I cannot tell, for Mother
fills the heart with love, and Home, too,

¦ has its charms. They all speak of love

| and happiness, but Heaven speaks of rest,
• yes, rest for the wearied soul.

i

“Then let the three united be,
i Nor should the tie be riven,

For words ofholy melody
Are Mother—-.Home —Heaven!”

1 gflwtek Jfeellang.
SATURDAY NIGHT.

BY BRICK POMEROY.

To-day we stood in a village Church
yard by a little grave, where last Saturday
the sod was unbroken—to-night we sit by
a table to write thereof. It was a little
grave—not longer than this paper, but
never did vault of bankers hold such trea-
sures as did and does this little ante-
chamber closed on this side, to open on
that.

Last Saturday night the mother who
mourns read one of our chapters written
like this, then went to the cradle where
then slept her little darling and kissed its
peachy cheek, as her heart swelled with
that love unutterable which makes the
complete volume for God’s reading. To-
night her heart is in mourning, for it is in
twain—half, this side the carpet woven
by nature—half, aye and more, the other
side, roamiflg with the treasure He has
for her taken to Heaven.

But a week has passed, but with it has
passed a young mother’s joy. One day
well—another day ill—the third day de-
parted—the fifth day loving eyes kissed
the little lips so still in death; blinding
tears rained upon the cherub face—the
weeping mother was led back from the
little coffin and out the portal, over the

I field and deep into the cold earth the lamp
lis laid from which life has fled, It is the
| same old story, but its mocking newness
1comes to thousands and tens of thousands
of stricken hearts with the same relent-

Terms: $2, in advance.-
• - ' -£.r>

less poignancy and the same choking sgfy
row.

One little week and from Earth toBeay-
cn has gone the loved one. A history ib
an hour. And what more is the longest
life? Allof our years would not inSke 4
second as Th strings them on the threap
of eternity ! But it is not of this we write,
but of the mourner who has lost her treas-
arc. W

Hers is a little house, a common hornet
Her husband is not rich—he is a laboring
man, as laws now run, more to, enrich othr
ers than himself. We knew that, mother
a few, years since—an heiress sh&vTas
then. She loved a young man whtf h 4
great expectations. He relied on other!
more than himself—he leaned upop prom-
isesof rich relations—he married (hr hen#}
ty and position. This chapter is
al—it is true —it is the history of one,
mayhap of others. ‘ J ' 04 **°

The years rolled away down slm aisles
of worn-ont time, at lilce the Wrollror
mummies in clothe, Wcre"by the &raH
Hand, laid away'on the kbeives'dlslbi
past, never to be unwound ¦or op
He is ready to count eur credit marks, if
such we have. r

-

The wife, who is now a childless mourn-
i w iitoy

er, was a good, pure, Teyiiig woman.—
She worshipped the father, adored, ihe
child. The tidp of luck and speculation
was against the husband—he
carae poor—hd \#as forced to
’Twas honest labor, but it had io charms
for him. • . ¦ r n i. *!V , 7jf,

When night came he needed rest* By
sought it elsewhere than by his firesme.
His hours were passed with his feetnndbt
drinking tables, and hie earnings kero
poured into glasses. His bomewasebeer-
less. His wife oft was ip tar*for Jig;
hours were those of doubt and waitipg,—
Her walls were bare—her floors were jm-
carpeted save in one room. V :

Her husband earned but be squanders
cd. The money he might have used te
beautify his home went to beautify other
places. He said taxes were high, , and he
needed fan. He was a good fellow—&
is a good-hearted man, but he fbrgets so
very easily! < ’>• ¦ -r T
- He forgets that bis oheerlaishome oeuU
be made cosy and homo-like, if he pould
but take there the money he squandered
for nothing, or worse! He forgets flow
He the waiting heart at home r*

the heart be loves. He forget* that there
was and is a duty hand iq hand with pleas-
ure, and that duty is ever -first, for it is
the parent of true pleasure. '

He forgot that 6ft and ofl eyes gttHf
tired from weeping, as the ear ached from
listening for the. footsteps so late-in com-
ing. He forgot that under the roof bo
kept away from so many flights one 4Vno
loved him better than all the world4>d<
side—better than all who were 1partaking
of his earnings, waited and wished for &a
coming!

He was away when the little one died,
but its death awakened him to new lift,
and to that honest, hearty manhood which
makes better those it comes in eeiitact
with. There were bitter tears
to-day. There was sadness in his heart.
There was the old love in bis touch as be
tenderly supported the sorrowing inonui-

Wc shall be miles away wbett this is
printed. Perhaps we may never sSo the
church yard, the littlegrave or themouuu
ers there, but we shall often think of those
of whom wc now write. We know wfio
it is—they know. * And let us, an earnest
to all who are heart-weary—a friend ApMl
who arc poor, ask her to sit close beside
him and with the lamp steadily burning,
read this chapter to him, and then tell
him for us, that there are a 'thousand
bright futures In store yet, and that as he
is goodi and earnest, and manly, awl gat-
ing for others, so willbe be happy. -pfpf-
perous and bettered; And say. tqi,klpi
that if he cannot call the life hack to tko
little form under the sward; he can, and
will, win back bis manhood and Ms pluck
and willin the future he the. bnve, hfeft-
est, prudent home-loving man be can, be,
and will be, as Wc all go qd to .our Satur-*
day night, ' V?"*

—<#— -.*a<
&3T A.Clergy man catechising the youth

of bis church, put a question from. a oat*-
chism to a girl. ,

", - ,y\
“What is your consolation In' life ami

death?”
The girl smiled but did not anskrkr.—

The clergyman insisted. ; ;e ,';axe
“Well,” said she, “since I must toll

you, it is a young man that lives down in
town.”

gentleman in company with
Foute, took up a newspaper,, saying. “he
wanted to sec what ,the ministry were
about.” Foote, with a smile* replied,
•Look among the robberies.* 4

J3T Young' ladies at an evening party
are like arrows, for they canopt go off
without a beau, and are ta n quiver until
they get one. -¦ r jT'r. x

J3T Men of the nobles# disposition
think themselves happiest when others
share their happiness with tbs%, - ,

fi
” ?fl *. "

- ; T" .
J2TIf every man’s breast .ooulfl lo

looked into them wodld be fodnid fho
image of some woman. V.<


