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LETTER FROM PRESIDENT JOHN-
SON TOGEHERAL EWING.

The Natiomaal' lxpc-du-tu and the Pub-
llc Debt.

A8 LR T
- Wnumm, D.:C . Oet. 25:‘-'”!9
!ﬂ-&l&eﬁtbf Qg& Ubited States has ad-
'drpudw thc l*mg leuer to General

Ewiog: }

BDear Sir:—In a recent conversation
‘ﬁo’n‘ ‘the’ l'ubjéﬁt ol;,t,h:;::n::iu. yim‘ex-
preu* to ished with some
of the 1éadis T‘&tmenh‘onhoued touch-
ing ep sl expenditures and the pub-
hot - I mow ‘comply with: your're-:
regethlg. Bowéver, that other nd

i

£ ing matters have prevent
‘thore élenrly illustrating the nbaointe-

nnqnait) fdr immediate reform- in the fi-
n rations of the government.
IR 178 oot mekandl

our national independence was
peoelsimed; and afteran exbaustive. bloody

e 93 &&reven years was, in 1783, ac-

Y by the parent government
: [$87 ithe ‘Federal .Coustitution ‘was
2 framed vaud in 1789 the government wepj

~ into‘opération under its provisions, bur
dened with a debt of seventy-five mlhons

‘Enclmvn MansioN,
~Wasnieron, D. C.,
4.1 October 24, 1868

ﬂdﬂnn crea during the war of the
rey nluon medmtely upon the orizan-
ation of Congress, measures were devis-

3. for, .t)mptyment of the national obliga-
tions'- and ' the 'restoration of 'the publie
ud"'when, in 1812, war was de-
ainst Great Britain, the debt bad
dﬂl‘;%een reduced to forty-five willions
dollarn.¢ Tt was then largely increased by
‘yéars” straggle that ensued be-
tween the two nations until, in 1816, it
bad seached the sum of one hundred and
speven millions.
again ‘established, provision’ was

S

¥

made for the earliest practicable liquida-
0 F this indebtedness, in order that it
di “not ' beécoiire ‘s’ permanent incum-

d; upon the people. ~ Under wise and

tical , legislation the entire amount

v:lal"pud in a period of twenty years, and
t

of 4§d geat éu'nt's of P'mident Jackson’s
administration. Even after its payment
a large fund remained in the t.reusnry(i
which, for safe keeping, was deposite
with the fb&rd Stntx:zs gon eondltlg:l’s that
lt‘l!m d be returned when required by
the public wants.
+~d:1849, the ‘year after the termination
of :aw) expeasive war: with Mexico, we
0d Gurselves involved in a debt of six-
ty-four millions of dollars, and this was the
amoynt-owed by the goverumeat in 1860,
Jjust prior to the outbreak of the rebellion.
- ¥ri'the spriag of 1861 the war of there-
bellion commenced. Each year of its con-

a

the debt, 8 that,when, in the spriog of
1865, tité nation * successfully “‘emerged
fvar the dreadful couflict, the obligations
of the goveroment had. reached the vast
amounnt-of  twenty-six buondred millions.

They bad not yet, however, attained their
¢ m t for when the army and nayy

banded’and the navy largely reduced, it
was found /in’ February, 1866, that our

Ha g thus referred to the indebted-
t.he government at varions periods
Wnee., it may be well to call at-

v _Wn to’a ' brief statement of facts con-
‘mected with its.expenditures. From the
fourth,.day- of March, 1789 to the. thir-
“tieth of June, 1861, the entire public ex-
nditares-were seventeen bundred mil-’
f.fm of dollars. Although covering a
 pbriodcof seventy-two years, thie nmonnt
%ﬂnﬂll when ¢ompared with the ex-
868, of the government during the re-
m;nf “four years’ duration; for; from
the first of Jul,, 1861, to the thirtieth of
1865, _they reached, the enormous

' A'Mthxrt}-&hree hnndxed mllllons

—Aluimn&a'aon into the dluhursenents
:dey of July, 1865, further
to the expenditures
‘the estimated 01;156
tering the government for the
'g&litﬁath June, 1869, we
nillxm hundred millions
jount’ requu-ed for' the |
ply following the ces-
:oc pearly as.much as
the qeventx-two
e war.
this:brief: renew,
1 our public'debt
thap ome bundred
lwof dollars; while
 of eiyil war ex”
» hundred mil-
seived that while;

venty-four millions
expenditures dur:
 of peace have sue-
undred and twen

d and forty-six m
pd and nlnety-three

tinuance made an enormous addition to |

8 paid, the volunteer forces dis- L!ecnnﬁeﬁ

W exceeded twenty-eight. hnn-
ons of dollars. T

st annual disburse- b

il i

remember that during the long interval |
between 1789 and 1861 the government !

tures of an extraordinary character.—
Large sums were paid ‘to Indiaus as an-
nuities and for the purchase of their lands,
and expensive wars were waged against
‘|powerful tribes. - Louisiana was acquired
from France at a cost of $15,000,000;
Florida, in consideration of five millions,
was ceded to us by Spain; California be-
came a part of our possessions on payment
to Mexico of fifteén millions ; while for ten
millions our. government secured. from

ing these periods of our history we were
also engaged in wars with Great Britain
and Mexico—the first waged against one
of the most powerful nations of the world
—thé other made additionally expensive
by the prosecntlon of military operations
in the enemy’s territory.

The startling facts, thus concisely stat-
ed, suggest an inquiry as to the cause of
the immense increase in the expenditures
and indebtedness of the country. During
the civil war the maintenance of the Fed-
eral Government was the one great pur-
pose that apimated our. people, and that
economy which should a! always character-
ize our- ﬂmnoul tions' was overlook-
th of the nation to pre-
serve its’ abuses, which
had their origin in the war; continued to
exist long after it had been brought to a
triumphant conclusion, and the people,
having become accustomed to a lavish'ex-
penditnre of the public money for an ob-
Ject so dear to them as the preservation of
the integrity of. their free institutions,
have patiently tolerated taxation of the
most oppressive character. Large sums
of money continue to be extorted from
them, and squandered in useless and ex-
travagant appropriations. Enormous ex-
penditures are demanded for purposes the
accomplishment of which requires a large
standing army, perversion of the Consti-
tution, and subjugation of States to negro
domination.

With a military cstablishment costing
in time of peace not less than one hundred
millions annually, and a debt the interest
upon which draws from the treasury each
year nearly one hundred and fifty millions

[T v—

mi items of
expenditure alone—retrenchment has be-
come an absolute necessity, or bankrupt.’

cy must soon overtake us and involve the
country in its paralyzing and disastrous
results. If, however, a wise economy be
‘|adopted, the taxes may sooun be material-
Iy reduced, not merely for the benefit of a
few, but in the'interest of all. A revenue
would yet remain sufficient for°the admin-
istration ‘of the government, as well as for
such a reduction of the public debt as
would in a few years relieve the people
from millions of interest now annually
drawn from their resources.

The ides that the debt is to become per-
manent-should -be at all times discounte-
nanced, 88 ‘involving " taxation too heavy
to be borne, and payment of an amount
in interest every. sixteen years equal to
the original sum. The gradual liquida-
tion of the public debt would by degrees
realize the' large capital ifvested in the
of the government which, seek-
ing remuneration in other sources ‘of in-
come; would add to the wealth of the na-
tion, upon which it is now so great a draiu.
kis immense debt, if permitted. to ber,
come permanent- and increasing,: must.
eventually ‘be'gathered ‘into the hands ‘of
the‘few and enable them to ‘exert a dafi-
gerous and controlling power. in the affairs
of the government. The debtors would
become: the servants of the lenders—the
creditors the masters of the people.’ Itis|
now our_boast that we have given free- |0
dowm to.threemillion of slaves ; it will then
be our,shame that by their ‘o, D¢

of usurpation and proflig
of people huve -énsié) i
exchanged slavebolders for mes
tors it the sHape’of bontfbad ers
gatherers. Hence the 'gtal issue, whether
Congress and its ‘arbitrary dbs'umpuons of |°
amhonty shall supersede the supreme law,
of the land—whether in time of peace. the
country shall be eofitrolled by a multitude
of tax-collectors and a stapding army—
the. one almost. as numerous as.the- other;:
and making the deb&a permanent burden
upen, the productive, industry of the;peo-
ple;.or: whether, the - Constitation, with
each7and all “of ~its ‘guaranties, shall be
'sacredly, prescrved-—whethér pow, as in
1789 apd 1816, provision shall be mnde
for the payment: of our obligations at a8
Mearly ‘a period ‘a8 practicable, that the
fruita ‘of their' labors may be enjoyed by
our citizens, rather than used to build up
5‘“’ sBstain a moneyed monopoly at home
and abroad. The contest:is not merely
lwho shall occupy the principal offices in
the' peOples gift, but whether thé high
Belbiests of the Fedegl Constitation shall
served and maintained, in order that
iberties may be preserved the union”
the - States restored, that our federal
m may bé unimpaired ; fraternal feel-
rcestablished; the expenditures di-
hed, that taxation might be lighten-
ed; and the public debt once morc extin-
that it may not injuriously affect
e and energy, the prosperity and
s of the pation.

g that for the redress of the

was frequently required to make expendi- |

Texas the territory of New Mexico.  Dur- |

|many abuses ‘under which the country is
now laboring, we must look to the Amer- |
ican people, and thatin them is our hope. |
I am, very truly, your friend,
Axprew Jomssox.
General Tuo:us Ewiye.

Selectel }Hnetﬂg

THE CLOUD OF WITNESSES.

““ Are they not all ministeriag spirits 2’

—

. Tleated npon a burial pra, i
And thought how lifé is but a day,

And hoy the nations each id! turn,
Have lived and passed away.

The earth is peopled with the dead,
Who live agnin in deathless hosts,

;And come zu.J go with nylsgless trch— i
’ A uni érselof gholta i :

°

.- They follow. after-flying ships, 74 .i750
. Lhey. ﬂu.ker through the uty s ma,rts,

They hear the ¢ry of human lips— . -
The beat of hnma.n hearts ez

They litiger not aronnd ‘théir to&nbs,
But fak from chnrch?ards ké&ep aloof,

To dwell 'tn ‘614 famiilith £ooms
Beneath the houseﬁ&d’ roof

o

They waken men at mornmg light,
They cheer thentin their daily care,

They bring a weary world at night

11 To bend the knee in prayer.

Their errand is of God nssigied
To comfort sorrow till it cease,
And inthe dark and troubled niind °
To light the lamp of peace.

There is a language whispered low,
Whereby to mortal ears they speak,
To which we answer by a glow
That kindles in the cheek.

Dedr shadows, fairer than the dag;
With heavenly light they, W1'§pusﬁ-oﬁi1d,

‘Wherein we walk a gilded way,
And over holy ground: ‘

0, what a wondrous life is theirs {— ¢ ’ ;

To fling away the mortal frame,
Yet keep the human loves, and carés,”
__And yearnings still the samel 4

To dwell within thisearthly range,
Yet, parle) ‘with the heavenly powers—
Pwo worlds in interchange !

0, balm of grief—to understand
That whom our eyes behold ne more

Still clasp us with as true & h&nd
As in the flesh before!

aqi
i 1o
No longer in a gloom profound : iz
Let memory, likea mourneh craped,
Sit weeping by. an empty niound
W ho;e capnve hatb. escaped!

So, turning from-the burial urn,
- I thought how lifehas double worth,
If'men be only wxse to learn

ZIn @ntﬁeveztiﬁg §tntg

From Colburn’s New Monthly.

IN DEFICULTIES

A TALE OF B.EAL LIFE.

About two yezu's smce. a very |ntunate
friend of mine, some years my senior, re-
lated the following story to me. -I-thini
I cannot do better than giye it’in ‘Hik own
words, for while it amusdd,itat the same
time made sucha

ed myself any luxury I could not pay for.
- I trust this-tale may proveasamusing,

{and perhaps as profitable to some of my
‘{readers as it was&q:me. A

When L. YR8, 4bout. twenty-twor,

of age T was in the, army, although

not rich ﬂhs ver; well off, ad my | ftrends
gave mie an’ ellowunee of two: handred
pounds a year ;-Hutas I wisivery thought-
less and very extravagant, I spent con-
siderably more than this, allowing my
half-yearly bills to remain uppaid. Ina
short time, however some of my lrades

mén” aPphea to me “for paﬂne‘nt threaten-
lng ‘to’ nppTy to” m’y re,latlons if I qxd not
comply with their deu:an{ia In qucrto
avoid- the ‘remonstrances’ of wy: damily,
and because it was far eamer. Arasting al-
80, per‘hnps in a'licky hit on thé Derbj,
I borrowed m&héy at a high interest on
my commission—in short, in abopt eigh-
teen months I found T owed aboula thou-
sand pounds. The money- -lenders were
clamorous for paynitnt, thredfeniog to ar-
rest: me, #o ' was at last compelled to ap-
ply to.my fricnds; they, however, firmly
refused to help me in any way, telling me
that as I had involved mysclf so deeply,
notwithstanding the-liberal allowance I
received, it was-clear the army was too
expensive for me, and that I had better |

{try and live' on my. “alfowance.
"|that in cigars aud gloves alone.

an unpreusmn on me, that ||

I pn\ d:;v sman ‘dobts I had hither- ||
rzd ‘Bve since never allow- |’

v

‘hundred pounds, but as it was assigned or

mortgaged for that amount to some of
those who had advanced.me money, they,

were paid, and my unfortanate tradesmen
received nothing. My, fnomh declined

' paying them—their claim bemg about two
{hundred pounds—reduoei my. allowance

to fifty pounds a year, and’allowed ‘me to
~ 'reside with them until I oonld obtain some
appointment which ‘would : enable me to
pay my debts. They elso told me that

.| until T had done this and 'so redeemed my
" |character, they could plnoe 0o conﬁdunce

in my promises.

You see I was alreq.dy beginning to
reap some of the fruits of iii extravagance.
I had left the army, which' .was the ouly
profession I then thought. I could ever

|like, and my means-were diminished ; but

I was not yet anﬁcxentlg ?nnlshed to in-
duce’ me to sct'to workinenmest.

So 1 rgmmned in London hvmg ina
formei- baunts, ‘associating with my
friends, going to my ¢lab—in fact, doing
nothing, and trying to persuade myfriends
and myself that I wagiendeavoring to ob-
tain some sort-of an nppomtment This
went on for about six 'months, until my

! Hlereditors, losing ail- patience, informed

me they would actually mrrest me if T did
not pay them. This gave me considera
ble anxiety, although Tidid not think they
would proceed to such ex}remltxes How-
ever, I took the precaution to give orders
to my aunt’s servants t& say, if any one
called for me, that I m out of town. I
meditated going‘away, but knew . not
where to go. I had po friends out of
London, and of course ‘it was absurd to
I spent

One evening, -at about seven o’clock,
just as I had conie “down ‘dressed for din-
| posy and was crossig s/hall 'to go into

the:street-door ‘_n , not having yet
time o QIQSO the drawing-room door, over-
heard-the following dlalogue

s Mr. " — at home ?”

¢‘No.:, He has just gone abroad.”

¢“‘Can you forward this letter to him ?”
"&No. He" did ‘not leave his address;
bhe never does.”

*‘Conte, that’s nonsense,” said the man,
passing the: footman'and ‘walking into the
hall. = ‘I koow he is in London, and that
he tives 'here; and if you won’t undertake
to deliver this letter, to him. I'll sit here

and wait uutll he comes in.’

All remonstrance on-the -part -of the
footman was quite useless; the' man was
told he was not:in my house, that he had
ng right to remain there, all in. vain; go
one of the servants was eventually obhg-
ed to:-eall s poheeinhn, who, when he
found the house was the pnvate residence

‘ Hofa lady, who refused to give my address,

rdered my obnoxlona friend out. He

ki went at:'once, ‘not forgetting 'to- €xpress

the oplmon he had formed of my humble
self anu w!ﬁcli was anythibg but flatter-
ing.

Although it.is: nbt ‘some years since
this-eecurréndé took place, theifedlings T
expernence& ot the occasion. recur to me
as vividly as.though it had ‘only happen-|.
ed yesterday i was perfco!ly stunned
my ideas; and. I searoely think it is potu-
ans | blo for"afiy one, 66 matter what they may
s |have done, to feel more - -ashamed than I
did‘on' “that evéntful day.’, No one ‘spoke| &
to me, but wy Telations' were talkmg to
each’other 3’ ;and I 'heard, as in a dream,
such wasdw or parts”of <sénteness fas the
following;. *‘Disgrace,” :‘Subject to in-
sult in‘one!s own house,” ‘‘Scandal in the
ne’lgl?bhrhoofd -Servaiits,” ete. T mes
chanically went ioto dinner, where I fan-
cied’ Feaw the butler, who ‘was usually a
vgry.grave, map, actually mdxng at me.
However, this must have been'r meére imag-
ionation on my part—bhe never could have
‘presumed 'so’to forget himself.

Although nothiug was said on the sub-
ject, I knew I must leavé my annt’shouse
at ‘onec, 56 T-resolved to proeeed to
the;next day, and there to seek some 80
of employurent which shoald enubleme

and-perhaps come to my aid ; so I packed
my portmanteau and prepared for my de-
parture. I, however, foresaw great dlﬁ-
culties in-my way, which my idf¥gina

increased ; I began torthink every ‘one con-

give it up.. I was obliged to sell mylspmd to n)pede my cscape; I wal nof_

pay my debts, or, at any rate, waintain;
myself, votil my relations should relent, {*
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In making this comparison, we should greas wrongs and ithe! correction.,of /the commx:slon which reahzed- nbout elght

very door, or a little way off, to intercept
me as soon as I appeared.. - In order,
therefore, to attract as little notice as pos-
sible, I sent a man servant with my bag-
gage to the railway station, and directed
him to take my ticket, register my bag-
gage, and, in fact, make all arrangements,
so that I might arrive just in time, and
jump on, as it were, from the cab into the
train. - About five minutes before the ap-
pointed time I drove up to the station,
carefully muffled up in overcoats and di-
vers wraps, with my travelling cap close-
ly pulled down over my face, which gave
people the idea I was suffering from a vi-
olent cold, and, casting a burried glanee
around as I arrived, I bastily jumped out
of the cab, and was rapidly entering the
station, already congratulating myself on

saddenly heard some one running after
me, and calling out something, which I
was too agitated to hear ; despair gave me
courage, and I walked on even faster,
hoping, I scarcely know what, but deter-
mined at any rate not to appear to notice
that any one called me, or show that I
had ‘anything to fear, when I suddenly
heard the voice of my pursuer, who by
this time had caught me up, saying,
**Please, sir, you have forgotten to pay
your cab.” Istopped, turned round, and
saw a railway porter, closely followed by
the cabman. I was so pleased with this
discovery, that I immediately proceeded
to ‘pay the cabman double his fare, and
gave the porter a shilling, doubtless for
having caused me so much anxiety. I
felt a man again, a free-born British sub-
ject, and moved forward with a feeling of
great independence, assuming a graver
and more becoming step—even venturing
to look those I passed straight in the face.
I‘reached the pht!orm received my ticket
from my servant, nnd havlng snmmoned

first- class carriage, when a hand was bud
upon ‘my arm, and a man, who was evi-

. |dently out of breath, and must have fol-

lowed me, said, ‘‘Excuse me, sir,” (oh!

1 thought, no doubt this time, and the

idea made me feel so faint, I was obliged
to lay my hand for support on the door of
the carriage,) ¢‘but I presume you are go-
ing to Paris, and if you would be so kind
as to post this letter for me when you ar-
rive, you will do me a great service. It
is of importance to me it should be deliv-
ered.in_Paris in the course of the day,
and I was jast too late for the post.” My
heart beat once more.. I could. breathe
again. I was dellght.ed; of course I
would take the letter, I 'said; why noth-
ing-would give me greater pleasure than
to oblige bim: It was no trouble at all;
should be sure to post: it myself, ete. I,
believe if he had asked me, I should will-
ingly bave taken several boxes

So I at last got into the carnage. ap
elaerly gentleman, who was rather late,
getting in at the same time, and sitting
down opposite to ‘me.  The signal was

city. ““Well,” I said to myself, “'I am
lacky; at any rate I have got my freedom;

but.I shall be free, and have no stain.on
{my character there—no exposure before
the world.” _ I drank sopie brandy from
a travelhng ﬂask as the emotions I had
experienced ma{e me feel very shaky,
nghted a cigar, and feeling at peace with
all my fellow-passéngers, commenced in-{:
specting their various’ dountenances—in
fact, I considered my escape to be accom-
plished, for; of- course, even

thiey got an idea ofthe route I was 'hiin
they would.-neyer, nend to Dove: lhennc.-
so I smoked on aud thoroughly enmod
my clgar. whlch b} the !ay, was. n very
good one, e

I was tiot destined, however, Mmm
long undisturbed, for on looking at my
fellowopmengors. I msn’idenly-hiﬂed
by noticing that my" ‘opposite nolghbor

| was looking at me very intently, and sp-

peared to be wm!ung me_capefully. I

frurned ‘my eyes away, and’ detemi'u'iod}

ither to thiok of or even notice the gen-
an’s scrutiny, which Ithonght ‘atany
8, very impolite, and again ‘applied my-
ith renewed v1gor to my oigar; bat
seemed to have lost all flavor,
"not-help. glnnomg at my op-
R 'ghbor - This tice Fz.l»ugm
of. pelf-ntlsﬁed expruaon

the good luck I had met with, when I

given, the train started, and in a few min- ||
utes we were some djstance from the great |

it won’t be very pleasant working in Paris | gy

nature.  Presently mhg -’ qe.
addressed me. " FHOTE R
“A cold evenmg ;
““Yes, very.”

vitred ¢
237 ol

"

you don’t feel it mach 2"«
ful.”

have srrived at this: conelusion:: . Young:
men are. generally so reckless, plm
ly in your profession.” 79
**They are sometimes.”’ ("Wi&ﬁ
he mean ?” I thought. ‘*H‘nulyd.‘
not know me:.”): . . fint= gviss
“You are in the’ u-iy, I Inluvb?":":-
“No, I'amnot.” - ! 58
*‘True, I Iorgu. You hn WM&
“Yes, I have.” i Yo 815

v 44

15

bending towards me in léuﬂdwthl-wly,

and spesking in a low m, n;.onpan
ion said? nad

*I believe I sm od&mnng YR
I felt the blood rmﬁmg to my. ;}h&r,

1
Lhe 9

and for one_ momen& ‘debated ‘wh
should own m; name or assum
but reflecting, if he was followxng me, i}
bim, I mustered all nly.)t.un'agér"‘x ¥
steadying my voioe as. well as'T could, nn-
swered :

“Ye-s, you are.”

**Ah, I thought I could notha i
en. I seldom am;, nnd 2 ho tdded "m4
a knowing suile, f'to tell you the truth,

frs a4

capital.” iwolld
What wonderful means thegr h-phy‘ : 3
thought. How could he find out T weni

tinued :
“Yes, I have been ntohing you
time, Joung, pan

[ thonght. i ug i,
and forehead.)
**Where are you mw?’ ho aaid.
. “Well, I' was ‘going to Plﬁ!";! pé
plied, wishiog %o make him understsnd understand. 1|10
quite saw_bis méaning.
“‘Ob, I can’t allow you to do, tlu; »n' t
we have met. I mnnmﬁtn r
you off for u short time,  T'll ‘sée-you*
comfortably put up. . You shall stay "'h
me. I don’t suppose your: w
very important as to prevent your: svcopts|
ing my invilation 7. v LigH o olef
Well, F'thought, at any1
polite, and even kind, for h

spares me, snd does notcx”‘na-e‘"

['ll try and angwer him in the ssme spirs.

But imagine my m “whem; ¢

would be quite useless trying o 'deoeln [

there to be phmgnphear Biitbé dot | wh

the other passengers. As be is, qluﬁnm :

,,,,,,,

HHAT

HI/1T
e e e e
alfl onoaunl Ta04 “ :
a2y 68 ﬂl‘il!“ 70 T4 (Uﬂq
- Sty

S Whether sowe of my creditors, or 'on his oonntennm. a8 thongﬁ“g badjnat. ofds, Mkuhfoothm sfarmed. 4h@
their agents, might not be standing at the IdIBOOVGNd sometbing in me of w,pleassnt; he made it bis speeinl business to watch
+hes and follow, unknown to hem, the

my with Blr. X

. o ter I-rad prorhi
*You are so well -mud, T suppese, gentleniah, Whe

; batou int for Illez o

“Well, it is perbaps betsst Yot chrel cle, whem 1'hed nevee sepq be
: 'made thewai bty M’WM"
It is; but I am surprised . you should tallmg.Wi bed ot/ Geat/tikidn Mr. -
X. for a bailiff.” “y“imw Lﬁ.

I bave seen one of those photographs you |and
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