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Jfacglattb Affair*.
MARYLAND LEGISLATURE.

SENATE.
Wednesday, Feb. 11. —The Senate

met at 11 o’clock. Twenty-one Sena-
ators answered roll call.

A message was received from the
House transmitting Senate bills passed
by the House, and also House bills,
which were read a first time and ap-
propriately referred to committees.

Mr. Earle, from committee-on Fi-
nance, reported Senate billfor support
of indigent patients in the Baltimore
Eye and Ear Infirmary and Eye and
Ear Institute of Maayland, with a-
mendments, which were agreed to, and
the bill read a second time and order-
ed engrossed. Mr. Walsh, from Joint
Committee to Visit the Deaf and Dumb
Asylum at Frederick, submitted their
report, speaking most favorably of the
Institution and its management, and
that the appropriation asked for its
completion ($125,000) was just and
proper; the report was adopted. Mr.
Stevens, from committee on Judicial
Proceedings, reported favorably Senate
bill to amend article -45, Public Gen-
eral Laws, relative to husband and
wife, with amendments, which was a-
dopted, and the billread a second time,
and ordered engrossed.

The special order of the day, the bill
relasing the Johns Hopkins Hospital
from collateral inheritance tax was
then taken up on its second reading,
the question being on ordering it en-
grossed, when —

The President of the Senate (Hon.
John Lee Carroll) gave up his seat to

$ Senator Earle, in order to take an ac-
tive part in the debate himself. Mr.
Carroll then delivered an earnest, for-
cible, and eloquent speech in favor of
exempting the Hopkins bequests from
the collateral ineritance tax. Mr. Car-
rell said that nothing but the honor
and interests of the State of Maryland
made him feel any interest in the sub-
ject. The power to impose a tax gave
the power to release, and that the ques-
tion of relieving the Johns Hopkins
bequest from the collateral inheritance
tax was one of policy and not of right.

. The great duty of the State was to pro-
vide for its helpless and that it was
not right for the State to impose a tax

upon the munificent charity of Mr. j
Hopkins, which would in effect relieve
the jails and poorhouses of the State,
and consequently relieve the citizens,
of the State from additional burdens!
of taxation. Mr. Carroll spoke for,
nearly an half hour.

The Hon. T. Stnrgiss Davis, from
Baltimore county, opposed the exemp-
tion from the collateral inheritance
tax upon the general principle of e
qualization of taxes. He contended
that the agricultural interests of the
State were already overburdened with
taxes, and that in the past ten years
there had been nearly 90,000 acres of i
land withdrawn from cultivation in
the State of Maryland. The produc-j
tion being less, the agricultural inter-j
ests of the State were less able to bear]
any additional burden of taxation, es- [
pecially for the benefit of a richly en-|
dowed institution which was well able i
to pay the paltry sum of $75,000. Ik-
believed in and had always advocated
strongly the equalization of taxes. Al-
ready $2,500,000 of the sum which had |
been munificently bequeathed by Mr. I
Hopkins to the State was exempt from,
taxes owing to previous legislative en-j
actments. Before the present Legisla-'
ture there were numerous applications;
for State appropriations for worthy
and needy State institutions, and
should such small though deserving
institutions be deprived of essential
State assistance because Mr. Hopkins’
endowments were unjustly relieved
from a just collateral inheritance tax?
Mr. Hopkins had given evidence o
foresight and good judgment in the
guarded provisions of his will,and had
he desired that his charities should be
exempt from taxation, he would cer-|
taiuly have specified it in his will.—
Mr. Davis was far from throwing any;
obstacles in the way of these noble in-
stitutions of charity, but he did fuel j
personally interested for himself and 1
bis constituents in the equalization of
taxation.

Mr. .Blake, of Baltimore city, enter-

tained the same views as those express-
ed by Mr. Davis, and protested against
the passage of any bill which would
exempt from taxation a richly-endow-
ed estate, Well able to bear any legal j
restrictions. There was already tool
much property in the State which wasj
exempt from taxation, consequently!
the burden fell all the heavier upon j
the few, and ho hoped the Senate
would not order the bill to be engross-
ed for a third reading. Senators Fields
#nd Blake also made short speeches in
opposition to the exemption of the be-

?
nests from the collateral inheritance
ax, and when the vote was called for

jts engrossment for a third reading it
was lost by a vote of 11 to 10 as fol-
lows: Messrs. President, Claggett,
Denson, Earle, Longwell, Lloyd, Mc-
Cullob, Stevens, Steiner and Walsh
voting in the affimative; Messrs. Ayde-
lotte, Clake, Brewer, Crawford, Davis,
Fields, Getty, Knight, Mudd, Phelps
and Spencer voting in the negative.—

I Senators Billingsley,Brattan, Suit and
, 1 Tuck were absent.

I On motion of Mr. Earle, the Senate
at 2.30 P. M. adjourned.

HOUSE.

Favorable reports: From the Ways
L and Means committee on the bill to
¦ repeal and re-enact the Act of 1812,

'chapter 355, authorizing the issue of
e licenses to telegraph and express com-

-1 panics; also on the bill to repeal and
re-enact the Act of 1872, chapter 274.

- regulating the taxation of coal mining
| companies ; also upon the bill to re-en-
act the Act of 1872, chapter 234. t m

t titled an Act to tax the gross receipt-
j of railroad companies; also upon the

[ bill repealing and re-enacting the Act
of 1870, chapter 262, relating to the

[ assessment and collection of taxes on
the property of railroad corporations.

The order of the day, the bill desig-
> natiug Oakland as the county seat for
•'Garrett county, was then taken up on
¦ the third reading.

; The previous question being called ,
: for and sustained, a vote was taken

[ upon the bill, with the result of 44
, yeas. 22 nays.
I, Unfavorable reports: From the
¦ committee on Agriculture on the,

. House bill to procure uniformity in the I
sale offruits and vegetables. The bilk

. provides that such articles shall be
sold by weight, and not by measure-
ment. The unfavorable report was a-
dopted. Also on the Senate bill to re-
peal and re-enact section 1, of article

. 45, of the Code, so that the property of
a married woman may be protected a-

’ gainst the debts of her husband; also

| upon the House bill to repeal and re-

jenact section 1. article 35, of the Gen-
( eral Laws; title "Elections.”

A communication was received from
the Governor returning the House bill

’ to provide for the defense of certain
• officers of registration, Ac., without

( his signature, for realms assigned.—
| The veto w as sustained by a vote of 54

, to 1 (Mr. Gordv.)
Mr. Turner's bill to provide for the

; adjudication and payment of all claims
, against Calvert county ; also on bis bill

| fixing the compensation of the County
, i Commissioners of Calvert county at $'U

i per day for each day’s attendance, and
| exempting them fromservingas jurors;
were passed to a second reading.

The Speaker announced that he had
jappointed Mr. Keech in place of Mr.

; Fowler, who is illand unable to at-
tend upon the Special Committee on
the Extension of the Limits of Balti-

j more City.
At 2.15 the House adjourned until

i to-morrow.

SENATE.

Thursday. Feb. 12, —The Senate
met at 11 o'clock. Twenty Senators
answered roll-call.

A petition was presented by Mr.
Tuck from tax-payers of 1 *r. George -

county, that the County Treasurer in.;;,
be elected by (he people.

The followieg reports of bills wen i
'made: By Mr. Earle, from the Com-i
i mil lee on Finance, Senate bill to estab-
lish a Commission of Fisheries in the
State, with an amendment, that the
commission be appointed “by and with

jthe advice and consent of the Senate.”
; which was adopted; the billread a s c-
lond time and ordered engrossed. Bv
I Mr. Tuck, from committee on Judi-j
jcial .Proceedings, to amened chapter I

| 441,1870, relating to “Fees of Officers:”
read tirst time.

The Senate then took up the special
jorder for 12 o’clock, the bill making au ;

! additional-appropriation ($5,000) to the j
Washington Cemetery, in Washington:

| county, which vvrs read a second . i
i and ordered to he engrossed fur a la I. !
reading.

The following hills were passed:—
To amend section 5, article 93, Public
General Laws, “Testamentary Law,”
relating to statements to be tiled in

¦ court by executors and administrators,
funeral expenses, Ac, —yeas 17, nays 4.
To establish a Board of State Cliari-

jties. [The bill provides for a commis-
sion to be appointed by the Governor,

j to visit and inspect all reformatory in-
istitutions and insane asylums in the
i State, and correct abuses] —yeas 19,
naysl —Mr. Fields. The bill appropri-

jating, annually, $1,500 to the Baltimore
• Eye and Ear Institute and the Mary-

land Eye and Ear Institute each, for
the support and treatment of indi-
gent patients, was. by the unanimous I
consent of the Senate, on motion ofj
Mr. Tuck, amended so as to limit the|
appropriation to two years, and then I
ordered engrossed for a third reading. 1

j The Senate then, at 2.45 P. M., ad-
journed.

HOUSE.

A favorable report was made from the
committee on Agriculture, upon the
House bill for the protection of sheep.

At the requestor Major Stewart the
Senate bill to repeal and re-enact sec-
tion 1, of article 73, of the General

: Law regulating the appointment of
j Directors of the Maryland Penitentia-j
jry, was taken up out of the order and

i passed. The bill provides for the bi-
.¦ennial appointment of directors—six'

in number; two for six years, two for
four and two for two years; and after

jthe expiration of their terms of office
, i the directors then appointed shall be
i! for six years each.

I Mr. Fenton’s hill, amending the at-

L tachment laws of the State being upon
its second reading.

> Mr. Park moved its indefinite post-
ponement.

51 r. Fenton hoped the motion would
be treated in the manner that it de-

’ served. The act was simple justice to
the workingmen of the State, whom he

• ¦represented here, being one of them
i himself, and was asked by them to re-
lieve them of a burden and hardship

| that they must otherwise bear.
Mr. Park said he could appre-

ciate the motive of Mr. Fenton, but he
could not appreciate the inauguration
• >fcommunism that this hill will bring
about.

Mr. Johnson opposed the motion and
favored the bill.

Mr. MeColgan said that the measure
purported to he in the interest of the
|>oor people and for their benefit, while
in reality it was commenced and is now
pushed by one of the richest corpora-
tions of the State. The working j*eo-

ple of Baltimore have told me that
(they do not want the passage of the

1 bill. The manner of getting up all
these lengthy petitions from the work-

jingmen on the subject, is by the fore-
man taking them the petition and re-

| questing t heir signatures, and they
dare not refuse.

Mr. Fenton denied that the petitions
handed in by him were anv but bona
tide, and they were gotten up by him-
self, and were for the express purpose
tiiat their face evidenced.

Mr. Keech could not understand
that there was any hardship in a man
being required l< pay i.is just debts,
and he was opjx>sed to the bill,

Mr. Keech continued his remarks
until 3 o'clock, when he concluded.;
and the House adjourned.

SEN ATI:.
Friday, Feb. 13. — Mr. Blake, from

the Joint Committee to visit and in-
[sjK*et the condition of the House of
Refuge and the Maryland Penitentia-
ry. submitted a report highly ootn-j
meiidatory of the condition, discipline,
and management <>f these institutions,!
and recommending an appropriation
of $15,()oo to the former, ami to the
Penitentiary the continuance of the

’annual appropriation of $•'.000, and
also the additional appropriation a-k-
--ed for by the Directors and Warden in
their annual rejn.rt ($8,000.)

The bill to amend article 29, Public
General Laws, relating to Courts ami

'Judgments, allowing a verdict for'
plaintiffor defendant in certain ea- -

was read a second time and ordered,
ngro.-.-ed.

It wa- ••rdered that when the tv nate
adjourn, it stand adjourned until

, Monday at noon.
The Pres dent la I befor the Senat<

a communication from J. H. B. l.a
trohe, chairman of the committee e>f
citizens appointed at the Concordia
Hall mass meeting, relative to the ( Vn-
: nni.J. and suggesting a meeting at

i \nnapohs. at which members of the!
| Lt

_ i-i cure could he present, to he ad-
jdiv-c I by (em ral Haw lev and others.

•hi motion of Mr. Earle the Pre-i-j
dent was requested D> reply to the
commuiiieation, informing Mr. J„.
trohe that the hull would heal their
services on Wednesday evening next,

at 71 o’clock, when thev would In,* glad
j to hear an address from Gen. Haw lev.

HOUSE.
Unfavorable report from the com-

mittee on Agriculture on the General
Stock hill. Mr. Merryman. the chair-
man, said that while the committee¦ would favor and recommend the pa-s-j

j age of local hills on the subject, thev
were opposed to a general law ; report !
id< pted.

Favorable report from the Judiciary
committee on a House hill providing
for the defense of certain State officers
indicted in the United States Court
under the Ki.forccment act. The hill
differs from the one on the same sub-
ject vetoed a few days since hv Gov-
ernor Whyte,in that its provisions onlv
apply to State officers, and the monev
for the expenses of the trials is to come
out of an appropriation, not to exceed
SIO,OOO, especially made, while extra
counsel fees are to he procured from
the next Legislature. Mr. Fleaner
moved for the suspension of the rules, j
so that the billshould he read a second
time, and the motion prevailed and the
bill was read.

Mr. Hawkins moved to amend bv
I inserting $3,000 fm* $10,000; lost, and
the bill was ordered to he engrossed
for a third reading.

j Mr. Brace moved to substitute the}
Dill to regulate the taxation of coal
mining companies for the unfavorable;
report of the Ways and Means com-
mittee.

Mr. Watkins said that the hill had
been ignored by the committee because
it repealed a law, the constitutionality
of which is now a subject of contro-

versy before the Court of Appeals.
The motion was carried, and the hill

substituted and read a first time,
j A favorable report was made on the
Senate hill regulating the inspection

jof tobacco.
I Mr. Fenton’s bill repealing and a-j

I mending the attachment law came up
; as the unfinished business of yesterday.

Mr. Stewart, of Baltimore city, obtained
the lioor and argued in favor of the bill,
and elaborately reviewed the attachment
laws, and forcibly argued that the wages!

i I in the hands ofa private employee should
as well he exempt from attachment as

those in the hands of the State or Court
officers, and was especially severe upon
the section that warrants tilts issue ol an

* attachment upon two non e*t returns, the
• which, he contended, made'Maryland a

> kind of junk shop. The law of 1854 had

¦ some semblance to equity in its provisions
[ in regard to attachments and exemptions,

but since that time the most disgraceful
( and onerous distinctions to the disadvan-

tage of the poor man have been made, for
w hile but $lO ol his wages’are free from
execution, the large property owner may

’ hold SIOO.
Mr. Hawkins also advocated the bill be-

cause of its justness, and thought it was
but another means to swcepTrom our sta-
tute books the ignominious and blacken-
ing laws that were inaugurated when the
law imprisoning for debt was repealed,
and the same Shy ha ks that bow led against
the repeal of that act are now. under the
pretense of being the poor man's triends,

crying dow n this, and well might the poor
man say, "Oh, save me from such friends!”
He reverted to the speech ol Mr. Keech of
yesterday, in which he quoted some pass-
ages from Scripture in arguing against the
bill, and created great laughter by charg-
ing Mr. Kerch with drawing upon his
imagination for the passages.

Mr. Ketch interrupted his), and said he
could furnish the page and place o! the
Bible reffrred ta. it necessary.

Mr. Hawkins Well, you can't show me
anything that prohibits the .exemption <d
SIOO f a poor nun's wages from attach- j
nients. Laughter. He then related some ,
personal <¦ \perience as to thedisadvant gt

of the present attachment law, and con-
cluded by saying that his heart and sou!
were f*>r the bill. We live in the high
noon of the nineteenth century, in an age

i when mild and humane laws should super-
jsede those that are stringent upon the un-
| fortunate debtor which had their origin
;in the barbarity of the age that is passed.
JThis age is nojx “When captives should
lead captivity captive.” Ureal spjdau-e.

Mr. Kreaner s .>• i that the ,1 udu i try iom

mittee had ronsi b red the hill fully, and
there was but a single the com-
mittee that desired any but an unfavor.ble
report. There are two side* to the ques-
tion. N"t a -ingle petition had been sent

jto this 11 .use on the subjett until after it
'became apparent that the sense ol the
i House w is against the bill, and flnn only
i "tie . and d es this argue, 1

us that the working . I iss cf our people
ask lor this measure f Is it not more ap-
parent to us all that the we Jthy corpora
lions who are troubled by the exercise of
the law are those who an' n>st interested
in its repeal and w ho, it. point of fact, are

jurging this measure f It h. a tendency
to disturb the equality of L people before

1 the law. and is a specie- i" UgisJUt-
jtion that is obnoxipnsto ¦'OM

.1 articles • t < ur Btat*-.The speaker, in
.n-wertoMr >:-w ,rt’s argument x m. > rn

: ing the driminations • f the law. i Dim-
led that fli operation of the present law
'would exempt s,‘oo of h.- property. One
hundred doll ir- in w ;g - and ¦ t.e hun bed

, dollars in good-. Ac.
! Considerable ha nor wa- originated by
Mr. K<ch -toting, in r ply to Mr. Hex
sins. th.g. !.• bad quoted from Kvhlu*.
,‘;M chapter. :M verse-. Deuteronomy Ist
chapter, 17th verse, and Leviticus I'Jth
chapter. 15th im, . and had the gentle

1 man a l*ct;. r idea of h<4y writ, he would

jmd lia\ c e liargi I him withdrawing upon
' lii- in. igin.iti- n! r a scriptural quotation.

I .lighter and pplau-e.
Mr. Hw (.in- fhc gentleman max stand

' upon ih* .lew i-h disp* nsaf.on it he choo-
! es, but 1 -tali I upon that i ft'uet lirijti.in.

' Incr* c- 1 laughter

Facts for Thinking' People
Thcr* arc a few, jh-rluji-half a Jozcn

-owing machine.- of real excellence.
•Jill'cring from one another more or l-s-
--in principle, construction and adapta-
tion; one b ang .suitable for tailoring,
another for bootwork. another for fain- j
jd\ u.-e. Ac. vV .. the rest are inferior.!

1 ami by Jar t he greater number <¦ **<qv tr-
•

It i.- noteworthy that the sew ing mu-1
; chine for which the highest premium j
was awarded dt the World's Fair in
New \ ork in 1853, long since sunk
:nt*> merited oblivion. The past fif-
teen vears ha.- seen numerous machines. •

with high sounding pretensions, rise
with a nourish, con found the simple
and vanish. 8" will it h* while cred-

! iilitv lasts. Jn/u tries all things.—
Uv, oi.lv furnishes the final test. As
ihe purchase of a Scwang Machine is.
¦•r may he, the act of a life-time, care
should !>• taken to get what tinr and
/<>•*• have approved.

, During the past six years the Howe
Machine Co. have made and sold over ¦

Machines, and to-dav, though
'manufacturing at the rate of one per
minute can hardly supply the demand.
What h tter evidence is needed to
prove that the public have decided

i that thev are The Best.

;
'

.- ..

An embryo poet, who is certainly a
close observer of human nature, re-
marks: "d ime marches on with the

I slow, measured tread of a man work-
ing by the day.” j

Judge Jelfreys, pointing with his-
cane at a prisoner before him, observed, j
“There is a great rogue at the end of
this stick.” The man replied, “At
which end, my lord?”

An lowa editor wrote; “During the*
past week we have been visiting the
Colons of the country;” and his con-j
slant subscribers think that is a funny

i wav to spell “saloons.”
I

Andrew Jackson was accused of bad
spelling, but John Handolph defend-
ed him by declaring that “a man must
be a fool who could not spell words

¦ more ways than one.”

rm: .MEMORIAL

’ Of the Maryland State Agricultural
(Did Mechanical Association to the

| ttenerul Assembly of Maryland, on
the subjects of Labor, Immiyration,
Sheep Husbandry, IJay rant Stock,
and County Hoads.

' The undersigned, a Committee ap-
pointed by the Maryland State Agri-
cultural and Mechanical Association,

a Body incorporated by the State of

Maryland for the promotion of Agri-
cultural know ledge and improvement,
representing in its membership the ag-

ricultural interest of the State, respect-
fully represent to •your Honorable
Body that they were unanimously in-
structed, bv the said Association, at a

meeting held at its Rooms in the City
of Baltimore*, on the 15th day of Jan-
uary 1>74. to memorialize your Hon-
orable Bodv, for immediate legisla-
tion on the following subjects, viz:
Labor, Immigration, Sheer Hus-
I*. \ s drv, Vagrant Stock, and Coun-
ty Roads.

Labor and Immigration.
Agricultural labor has been for n

j number of years entirely inefficient
pin.! unreliable, both in quantity and
.quality, and that too without regard to
rate of wages. Laborers are hard to
get at any price, and generally worth-
ier whet, gotten. Their contracts are
haV.tuallv violated with impunity, so
that the tanner can never know, if he
sows, whether he can cultivate or reap.
It app- ars highh important then that
some means he devised to enforce the
obligation of labor contracts, and to
that end your memorialists would sug-
gest that tour Honorable Body con-
sider the exjHdieuey of giving both
parties to such contracts the right to
recowr f**rviolation thereof, by pn>-
eet-ding- in the nature of Attachments,
from the effect of which, after regular
judgment, neither wages or any other
-jxvK's of property or credit shall be
exempt. Vour memorialists believe
that legislation of this character will
lend to correct the evil, and in theab-
- iky <>f an\thing hotter may l*e wisely
adopted. Vour memorialists, howev-

. er. see the surest remedy for inefficient
agricultural lainr in Immigration of
fanners, and farm laborers and their
permanent location in the State. The'
3T:\tement of this proposition is the
statement of the unanimous opinion
of ail who have given the subject a
thought, and the pre-eminent import-
ance theri-fore of securing such immi-
gration admits of no question. The
hi* f. and p rliaps onlv requisite, is to
'rin_' fiirlv t< the know ledge of immi-

grant' ti.e advantages which we can
offer them. This can not be done ex-
cept in accidental instances, after the
immigrant has arrived in thiscountrv.
I he immigrant, unless a fugitive from
ustie--. does not leave his old home

’inL.-.- hi.- new home is fixed, conse-
p.ienllv. his choice of location can be

Jntlm-ne d only lx-fore the old home is
ahand* tied.

To placo before the foreigner in his
own country, proper information as to
th• resources and attractions of our
Mate, is obviously the duty of the State
its* If. V> individual or associated ef-
fort can avail, because ow ing to past
\p’-ri. nee of immigrants, such effort
an not be freed from suspicion of foul

and heartless speculation. But the
| Mate, through her constituted author-
! ities, can stamp her invitation with
such dignity and truth as will secure;
confidence.

You r memorialists are fullyconvinc-
,ed that a fair and practical presenta-
tion of our resources and advantages

! to foreigners in their own homes, by
honest and capable State agents, dnh

i accredited, will secure to our people
all that can he desired in the wav of

* immigration, and that w ithout such i
action on the part of the State, immi-
gration will be of little benefit tons
for years to come.

Vour memorialists respectfully press
this most important subject upon the
attention of your Honorable Body, and
ask that proper action may he taken
without delay, in view of the unprece-
dented organizations, especially in
Kngland, lately made for immigration
to this country.

Slirej. Husbandry vs. Dogs.

Of scarcely less importance is the
matter of Sheep Husbandry. It has
been said that “sheep are the sheet an-
Ichor of English agriculture.” The
| statement is applicable to, and emi-
nently true of agriculture everywhere.
Certainly, no Maryland farmer would
question it, w hether sheep bo consid-,

lerod as a source of profit or a means, of
itnproving land.

Nevertheless, in many pacts of our
State, sheep raising, ow ing to the rav-
ages of dogs, is impossible, and even
where it survives is encumbered with

j such trouble, expense and loss, as toj
greatly impair its profits. It will be
generally found that sheep killing;

1 dogs are w ithout responsible owners,
w ho can be made to pay damages, and j
as sheep raising is otherwise unpro-‘
looted by law, it cun only beprosecut-l
ed under dangers and disadvantages
almost prohibitory.

Your memorialists believe that this
evil can be remedied, by a capitation

tax on dogs, if sufficiently heavy and
I rigidly collected, and that such taxa-
p tion, besides adding largely to the

i wealth of the people, by the conse-
quent development of Sheep Husband-

[ ry, will directly increase the public
revenue to a considerable amount. —

Vour memorialists are happy in the
assurance that this measure of simple

* justice, resting as it docs on thefunda-
, mental principle of civilized society,
f “that every man must so enjoy his own

rights as not to destroy those of his
neighbor,” will injure no one, and will

’ provoke no justifiable opposition.—¦ Surely all good citizens, (whether rais-
ing sheep or not,) who keep dogs, will
j be as willingto be taxed for them as

for any other useful animal, and will
be as willingto be taxed for abating

1 the destructive nuisance of worthless
’ dogs as forabating any other evil hurt-
- fnl to large public interests and pri-
. vate rights.

Should your memorialists be mis-
taken however, and dog owners be a-
verse to such taxation, it will be for

¦ your Honorable Body, legislating for
• the public good, to decide between pro-

tection of dog-: and protection of sheep,
and whether dogs paying no tax and
adding nothing to the general wealth

1 shall destroy sheep, which largely do
¦ both.

Your memorialists, therefore, re-
’ sped fully pray the enactment of some
’ stringent and effective law for taxing,
‘ per capita, such dogs as their owners

may desire to keep and for the killing
1 of all dugs upon which taxes are un-

paid, within sonic short period after
• each annual levy.

Vagrant Stock.

t Our next subject is that twin curse
<>f agriculture, Vagrant Stock and De-
tective'Enclosures. The old and sal-
utary doctrine, “that every man must

i keep his stock within his own bounds,”
is everywhere received as sound law

, and pure justice. Is it not strange
that a doctrine so self-commending
and universally approved in theory,
meets w ith contempt in practice only?

Existing laws on this subject are
notoriously inadequate, yet that the
necessity for effective legislation is
both potent and pressing, appears from
the single fact, that if every farmer

| was required to fence against his own
"stoek only, not his neighbors, to fence

one field, not his whole farm—the ex-
pense saved to each individual, would
frequently equal, and sometimes exceed
the value of his farm.

Besides, your memorialists are well
assured that vagrant stock compared
w ith that carefully kept at home is as
unprofitable t*> the owner as it is hurt-
ful to his neighbor, and that therefore
the present system of fencing, (cost-
ing in many cases the full difference
between competency and insolvency J
is w ithout a single redeeming feature
• >r advantage.

Underexisting laws a farmer keep-
ing little stock, and that in his barn,
must fence in his entire farm or sec
his crops destroyed without possibili-
ty of redress. Vour memorialists are
unable to see reason or justice in such
a state of affairs, which, in very many
communities, (notably in those where
agriculture is best appreciated and
most .-luvessfu'ly followed,) would be
regarded as the grossest violation of
private right.

Believing these evils can be reme-
died here as elsewhere, by compelling
owners to keep their stock within their
own bounds, under penalty of fines,
and impounding and sale of vagrant

; stock, your memorialists respectfully
a.-k the enactment of laws imposing
such penalties.

C'ouutjr Roads.

To devise a really good system of
County Roads, would confer inestima-
ble benefit, not only upon agriculture,
but every interest and industry of the
State; but it involves a problem diffi-
cult of solution, and solar productive
chiefly of contrariety of opinion and
legislation. However easy it maybe
to point out defects in past or existing
road laws, practical remedies are harj
to find. Perhaps one of the chief dif-
ficulties, is to secure sufficient agree-
ment as to any one plan to give it a fair
trial. If the suggestions here offered
are unsatisfactory, it can be safely said
that the systems heretofore adopted
are not less so. Whatever may be its
value, however, the opiuiou of your
memorialists is that road making is
exclusively a question of civilengineer-
ing, and as clearly beyond the
capacity and province of unscientific
farmers f .o whom it is now entrusted.

The present system of making and
mending roads directly violates every

. principle of science, and the money ex-
pended is therefore almost a total loss.

; fhe economy, in this connection, is
found in good, substantial roads only,

laud these can be constructed by engi-
neers only. Your memorialists re-
spectfully recommend that county

jroads he put in charge of competent
engineers, and that to secure such,

; liberal salaries be paid, and satisfacto-
| ry evidence of capacity required, that
I fidelity to duty be secured by bond and
* careful regulations, and that the pres-
'ent inefficient and wasteful system of
Road Supervisors be abolished. One
important engineering duty might be
found in a revision, under direction of
the Commissioners of the several coun-

1 ties, or of a State Board, of the location
-of public roads, so that they shall be
3 in conformity with public needs. —

- Many roads now paid for out of the
- public purse, are justly private roads,
j Many other roads are inconveniently

- located, and by slight and inexpensive
3 changes which would at once suggest
3 themselves to a competent engineer,
- can be vastly improved. Your memo-
, rialists further suggest that the pres-

i ent system of repairs of roads is radi-
-3 callv defective. Under this system,

I while the aggregate expenditure is eu-
- ormous, the roads are often impassa-
ble, and never really improve, as au-

l nual repairs never go beyond restoru-
-3 tion to former condition, and often fall
I short of it. These annual expenditures
f for repairs would doubtless pay the

s interest and provide a sinking fund for
- payment of principal, of such a sutß
¦ as would suffice to make and maintain

good roads.
It would be far better then for the

• Several counties to borrow on their
• bonds, sufficient money to make good

¦ roads and raise, by taxation, the means
¦ required for interest, and a sinking

, fund fur the redemption of the bonds.
, In case of roads of large, general im-

portance, State aid might be properly
• extended.

Such bonds, if not forced on the
market but sold gradually as their
proceeds might be needed to make
roads, (care being taken not to unde; -

; take too much in any one year) would
at once command good local market,
and in time be sought as a general in-
vestment.

The appreciation of property result-
ing from good roads, would much more
than pay within a reasonable period,
the bonds issued and thus the tax for
redemption would never be felt as a
burden, even if an increase of taxation
over that required by the present sys-
tem, should be found necessary at first*

But it would be true economy to se-
cure good roads even at the expense of
a very large increase of taxation.

The true test of judicious taxation
is the advantage returned to the tax-
payer, and measured by this rule tax-
ation for our common road repairs are
extreme!}* injudicious and wasteful
each year, only restoring—if it does
restore—what the preceding year ex-
pended without real improvement.—
Good roads, well made, might cost
more in the beginning, but would pay
for the outlay; bad roads repaired in
perpetuity, without permanent better-
ment, must always remain a loss.

Your memorialists think these sug-
gestions, however crude, may be made
useful by careful and detailed consid-
ation of this subject of County Roads,
which, in view of its exceeding import-
ance to the State at large, they do not
hesitate to press most earnestly upon
the consideration of every member of
your Honorable Body.

Geo. H. Steuart, Chairman ,

Samuel Jones, Lemuel Malone, Edw’d
Wilkins, Dr. M. Merryman, C. Irv-
ing Ditty, C. K. Harrison, Dickin-
son Gorsuch, R. F. Maynard, Clem-
ent D. Hill,Dawson Lawrence, John
R. Clark, Jos. H. Kieman, Geo. M#
Williams, S. Sands Mills.

Don’t be too Critical.—Whatever
you do, never set up for a critic. We
don’t mean a newspaper one, but in
private life, in the domestic circle, in.
society. It will not do any one any
good, and it will do you harm—if yon
mind being called disagreeable. If
you don’t like any one’s nose, or ob-
:ect to any one’s chin, don’t put your
feelings into words. Ifanv one’s man-
ners don’t please you, remember your
own. People are not all made to
suit one taste; recollect that. Take
things as you find them, unless you
can alter them. Even a dinner after
it is swallowed cannot be made any
better, continual fault finding, con-
tinual criticism of the conduct of this
one, aval the speech of that one, the
dress of the other and the opinions of
t’other, willmake home the unhappiest
y.’iace under the sun. ifyou are nev-
er pleased with any one, no one will
ever bo pleased with you. And if it is
known that you are hard to suit, few
will take pains to suit you,

*£~ln Peoria, a lady teacher in one
of the public schools was amazed the
other day by seeing a perfect forests
of juvenile hands fly up in the air and
shake and gesticulate with violent ag-
itation. “What do you want?” queri-
ed the puzzled instructor. Chorus:
“Yer hair’s falling off.”

A Detroit female of just twenty-five
was married to her fifth husband late-
ly. All the gentlemen are alive, and
tlie first four are doing well.

A Western paper is dead. In its last
gasp it faintly whispered, “Two hun-
dred subscribers, and only thirty-one
of them paid up.”

When a hit of ostrich feather is
found by a wife in her husband’s beard
no one can blame her for heit\g
on hinii

An English wag asserts that machi-
nery is the most modest of all
since it almost always travels in cog.

Johnny assures us that a railroad
conductor punches a hole in your tick-
et to let you pass through.


