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Holiday Attractions!
ask V > l>

YOUR NEIGHBORS, • IF THEY REFUSE TO

SCORES OF RECOMMEND OUR
IfelS >S •

HAVE PURCHASED JjlilllilifM ill HOUSE, DO \OT COME.MMafefeSPSwigaKr

At Our Low Kates.But do Elsewhere.

Mappy €rreefing!
REJOIC K AM) B E E X CKE 1) I XCI BLAB!

WE BBIXd (SLAB TIBIX(S OF

Great Reductions las tiae Price of*
Clothing*

Money Saved —EQUALS —Money Made.

We guarantee a saving of from four to eight dollars in the price of a Suit or Over Coat.

READ HOW IT IS DONE.
sls SUITS f(>r *lO. I
$lB SUITS f,,r I
$25 SUITS f,,r sin. I
S3O SUITS

SPECIAL HOLIDAY INDUCEMENTS. jm
sl2 OVER COATS x. for on!v $ 8 820 0\ KR CO AIS for only
sl6 OVER COATS —.... for only $lO $25 OVER C0AT5...... for onh
$lB OVER COATS .... for only sl2 S3O OVER COATS for

andrsee—ggp* ' HViILK iUlO'sT"
MERCHANT TAILORS A.ISTID FINE CLOTHIERS,

dec,s Corner 7th & D Streets, Washington, D. C.

a solum word 'e don’ wan’nobawdy else for
1 lav um out but Brudder Rabbit. An’ do,

t Neighbor Dog. beg um forcome ober quick
J as ’e kin. so we all kin hab de funeral, for
1 Wollsay ’e don’ wan’ nobawdy else fo’ lay
t um out but Brudder Rabbit.”
e So Neighbor Dog git on 'e boss an’ ride
- fars’ as he kin to Rabbit doo’. Den ’e
1 knock an’ say ; “Brudder Rabbit, Brud-

der Wolf dead an' fo’ 'e die ’e leabe solum

e word ’e won’t hab nobawdy for lay um out

B but Brudder Rabbit.”
> Rabbit say: “How! Brudder Wolf
s dead ? I sorry for year.”

) “Yes, ’e die lars" night, an’ e’ say ’e aint
r* won’ no bawdy else for lay um out; an’

5 Sister Wolf ‘e beg you forcome ober quick
. as you kin an’ lay um out, so dey all kin

¦ hab de sittin’ up.”
So Rabbit get on ’e boss an’ ride to Wolf

r doo - , dim ’e knock an’ say ; “How ! Iyear-
' dy Brudder Wolf dead.” Wolf wife say:
. “Yes, e dead for true, an' fo’ 'e die ’e leabe

solum word e won t hab nobawdy for lay
um out but Brudder Rabbit.”

' Den Rabbit say : “Kin I see um ?” So
1 Wolfwife tuk um in de bed room an’ show

' nm Wolf on de bed, coberup wid a sheet.
. Rabbit lif up de comer ob de sheet an’

[ peep at Wolt. Wolf nebber wink ! So
j. Rabbit tuk out ’e snuff box an’ drop one

1 leetle grain ofsnuff on Wolf nose, on’ Wolf
[ sneeze!”

Den Rabbit say : “Ho!how can dead
' man sneeze ? ’ So ’e git on ’e boss an’ ride
, home fars' as ’e kin ; and Wolf see Rabbit

too wise man for him, an’ nebber try for

i cotch um no mo.”—Peoples Monthly.

County Papers.
’ We find in one of our exchanges the fol-

¦ lowing truthful concerning
• county papers, and the duty of’giving them

a wholesome suppoit:
The local paper is an absolute necessity

‘ to the county and community where it is
• published. All the city papers cannot

supply the place of the home paper. That
should be the first love of every man and
woman, for with the paper is the locality

) identified. The paper gives the county
I and town where printed much of their im-

portance in the world, and gives in detail
: the local news, which cannot be gained by

. any other source. Every day’s issue of the
• paper is so much local history, and the

rise, growth and development of the town
: and county can be measured and recorded

only by the local newspaper that constant-
; ly is gathering its items. People do not
t- properly appreciate their home newspa-

pers. They measure the value of a news-
paper too much by the number of columns

¦ it contains. The home paper at aily price
is the cheapest paper one can take, for in

I it is found 'he information to be obtained
t from no other source.

Another thing to be taken into consi-
deration. Every county has one or more
newspapers. Hence, the circulation of

I each paper mnst be limited. There is there-
. fore the greatest need of activity and in-

turret on The part of the people to give
, their own good paper," vigorous and sub-

stantial support.
.

A Nashville youth asked his sweet-
ness to go to some entertainment with him
last week, but she declined on the ground
that her shoes were out of repair, where-

: upon the young man offered to have them
mended ifshe would send them around the

i next day. A lady friend overheard the con-
. versation, secured a well worn pair of bro-

j gans belonging to her colored cook, and
, had them conveyed to the enamored young

' man early the next morning. The latter
was astonished, as he had been under the
impression that his Dulcineawas the pos-

\ sessor of the neatest foot in Nashville, but
bravely concealing his feelings of disap-
pointment, he took them to the nearest
shoemaker and left them with the request

• that they be mended at once. After the
shoes had been repaired the young man

, escorted them to the home of the dear one
, ofhis heart, expecting to be overwhelmed
, with thanks. On the contrary, half an
. hour of glib talking on his part was requir-
, ed in order to convince the young lady
, that he had no intention ofinsulting her.

i A young lady in a neighboring town
. has taken up dentistry for a living. All

’ the gentlemen patronize her. When she
puts her arms about the neck ofthe patient,

f and caresses his jaw for the offending mem-
ber, the sensation is about as nice as they

.’ make ’em. One young nfan has become
hopelessly infatuated with her. Conse-

, quently he hasn't a tooth inhis head. She
; lias pulled every blessed one of them, and

made him two new sets and pulled them.
J She is now at work on his father's jaw.

[ A man whose morning dram had
been too much for him, in saddling his
horse, got the saddle wrong end foremost.

, Just as he was about to mount, a neighbor
. came up and called his attention to his
. mistake. The horseman gazed for a mo-

, ment at the intruder, as if in deep thought,
: and then said :—“You let that saddle alone.

How do you know which way I am

. going?”
__

A Lancaster county (Penn.) farmer
writes to his local paper that as he was
going past his corn-crib the other morn-
ing, he observed a rat carrying a large-siz-
ed ear of corn in his mouth and dragging
another behind him, around which his tail
was wrapped. And it wasn’t a good day
for hauling corn, either.

3~he?°A standing antidote for poison by-
oak, ivy. etc., is to take a handful of
quick lime, dissolve in water, let it stand
half an hour, then paint the poisoned part
with it. Three or four applications will
never fail to cure the most aggravated
case.

- - -

£gT*How quickly one generation ofmen
follows another to the grave. We come
like the ocean waves to the shore, and
scarcely strike the strand before we roll
back into tho forgetfulness whence wo
came.

Jrlf’Practice economy by giving stock
shelter during the winter, also good food,

, taking out all that is unsound, half rotten,
, or mouldy.

l:gP*Don’t throw dust in your teacher's
. eyes. It will only injure the pupil.

H3iF”Peopleofgood sense are those whose
opinions agree with ours.

1-^”Carpets are bought by the yard and
! worn by the foot.

in< i when flic mystic branch had been cut.
and two white bulls, that had never been
yoked, had been sacrificed, the branch
was distributed. Parkinson in Queen
Kli/abeth's time observed, respecting the
medicinal use of the plant, “The misselto
of the oke is the best, made into pouther.
It is lit to use forty days together, and with
this caution, that the wood after it is bro-
ken from the tree does not brush the
ground; which is to my minde too super-
stitious, as is the conceit also that it has
power against witchcraft and the illusion
of Sathan, and lor that purpose use to
hang a peece thereof at their children’s
no ks”.

To this use Coles refers in ids “Art o(

Simpling." 1 : “Therarest growth upon
the oakes, and counted very medicinal
* * which ifone hang about their neck,
the witches can have no power of him." —

In Germany it bears the name of meil
'ifi/l. most heal, or healing, whence, appar-
ently, our term is derived. The plant was
considered a sovereign remedy for epilep-
sy. and an antidote to all kinds ofpoisons,
md Sir John C’oldhatcli wrote in ITlii
that the mistletoe must have been created
••for further and more noble purposes than
to feed thrushes, or be hung up siipersti
mush in lioux-s to drive aw iy spirits."

In the University city of Oxford the an-
uial custom ofserving up a boar’s head

in the hall of Queen's College is still ob-
served. The monster head last year was
bedecked with bays, rosemary, laurels,
hollj and mistletoe, and was served up on

i massive silver dish, surmounted with
!l igs and a gilt crown, and was borne on

the shoulders of attendants of the college,
who were preceded by a choir singing
he Hoar’s Head song, which runs thus:—

Til- ! a sir Mi ml in Imml liar I.
ICil—k-il with Days ami run-mar;. ;

Xiel I pm> \<>u mast-rs nii-rr> In*

fVipii/ itfiri drfrro
ll> I'l' Imnl,x /JiimiMO.

“The Hoar's M-ml. as I umU-rstauil,
Is tin hr.i\-s! ili-h in all the Imiil.
Ue.tiit thus Inslei-kist u ith u pay narland,
1* tns sriic iii'ir-1.

• ’I”'

•a tur st.-vranl lias pmvi.l.vl Shis
tu la nilir•f t lie Kins of Hltss,
\\ hi-li <>n this ilny t be nerviil Is
In Atm

f'.ijiulrtpri. Sr." ,

The custom of serving up the boar’s
head at Queen's* college has been observed
for about -VK) years, one authority giving
I :C0 as being the probable year ofthe first
festival: but its origin is somewhat ol>-j
scare. Mr. Pointer, in his “Oxoniensis
Ac idemia," remarks in reference to the
•-r-numj that “it is in memory of a noble
exploit as tradition relates, by a scholar
(a taberdar) of Queen’s college in killing
i wild boar in Shotover Wood." Tiiit-

i wood still remains, being a lonely spot a

short distance from Oxford, much fre-
quented by lovers of the picturesque.—

I “Having wandered into the wood, with n

.(copy of Aristotle in his hand, and being

*J ttarked by a wild bear, who ran *,o-
J -.v a rile him with extended jaws, intending
i to make but a mouthful of him, ho was

'¦ enabled to conquer him by thrusting the
Vri<f->!!e down the boar’s throat, crying
• ,w/n /.’” The animal, it may l>e sup
pus. d. fell prostrate at the scholar’s feet, j
and was doubtless carried in triumph to

the i liege. Tais anecdote is ofcourse I
mere tradition.

Here i< a prediction the truth of which i
ii' iv l i' gauged by the experience of the j
•¦ i'ing \ear. The lines are to be found j
in the Il.trleian Mss, in the British Muse -

¦ uni:

, , “If > "I r:-'mas ilav on n Tsmrs.Jny In',
X ln U inti r \mi shall ;

\\ . • rf n each week,
Xn'l Imnl U'UUK-sts stp>n and thick:

Ti-- suniim r shall Is sjml mill lrv.
• ¦rn mu! Is asis shall multiply."

The following verses will be read with
curb -ity and will not I think Iki found
difficult of comprehension. They are ta- \
k-n f ont "Poems of Hur d Life." written
a the Dorset dialect by William Barnes. |

The work is seldom to be met w it'll, but '
a- an imitation of the true Dorset peculi-j

1 trities, it is unique;—
KEKPEN I P O’ rUUts’MAS.

\¦ 1 / - S

i have /.mu fun l:i-le nurlit. ll'iu uer tf I
• ! Tar we >i a-work'll mail mir mtxht,
• i I'.iwMurHi-' iron Ihlnvt up hriijlit;

AjT hnisli il an nrulib'-l the Imlis' ultimo,!
An’ finite in Mira I muni, a pluck .
Il'U.mlsiliiil'l lillllp'n-Ilst'H k,
An him* a l*‘Ueh o’ m ss liim,
An"a\ .1 a merry friend nr too,

fu kivpi'ii up o Chris'mas

| An ther wer wold an" young; ntT Hill¦ ! s. sin ati r dark sin kd up vrom mill,
, An wh. u ewer n-eotuen near

'K whissied imid var I to hear;
An rulin' my head invfroek 1 n>!Td,
An stii ui arelu't like a
I'o mlake rn think 1 werauhost;
Hut hi' w-r up tut, an' did M-uold,
To vine me sinnneii In the euold,

\ ki-ept ’i np.i Chris'inas

We playM at forfeits, an’ we spun
The I rein-in r rulin' an minde i-lt-li fun !

An had n I’latne o' ilivt-knrd 100.
An' then fH’Ktin to hum the shot*.
Anal the wold yo ke /iffen near,
A-elinlten mini tile vier pilar-,

I I ad smile in none anottu i thu-e.
An’ shiake rinlit linn s wi' I- arty cheer,

| An' let ther left Ilali'Nspill tiler beer.
A l;> e| n upo I’iirLs'lnars

1 hope my readers may be able to keep
the Christian festival with such light
hearts and homely affectionate merriment
as the humbleness of the foregoing poem
appears to have done. 1 trust each may

! enjoy a Happy Chkistmas and a Pbos-
| I’KKOTS N 1 W Vr Alt.

London. AVrc/ftcr 30.

CHRISTMAS IN THE NEGRO CABINS

Hard and wretched as has been the lot
of the southern darkey, there are three
comforts of which he cannot be deprived

. —his love for music and the dance; his!
; extravagant religions fervor, and his Hea- i

veu born disposition to make the best ofl
a very bad thing.

The negro is the only genuine Utopian,¦ for he looks over on the bright side and
takes for his life motto the inscription I

. found engraved on the old sun-dial—“l
¦ mark time only when the sun shines.” Ho

i manages to extract from this miserable
work a day world more true and substan-
tid happiness, and at less cost too, than!
any living creature. “Sufficient unto the
day is the evil thereof.” “Fret not thyself

' because of evildoers,” and “Take no!
thought tor the morrow, what ye shall eat, j

; or what ye shall drink, or wherewith ye
shall be clothed,” Ac., seem to be their!

, favorite Scripture texts, on which they i
, base their whole lives. ******

Negro lyrics and melodies have become fa-
-1 mous all over the world, hut they have also

• 1 a peculiar literature of their own, although
i: unwritten and almost unknown.

; 1 They have circulating, too, a great num- 1

, her of fireside legends that arc to them
i what Cinderella and Red Riding Hood
i are to us. These are almost always about
i animals which are made to think, talk and

: behave among themselves like rational
> beings; and the two beasts most prominent
. in these legends, are the wolf and the

i rabbit. The two are ever represented in op-
- position, and the rabbit always comes oil'
:• victorious through his superior strategy.

A. M. Holmes furnishes several of these
* legends, the most popular of which is the

’ following, called “De Wolf, de Rabbit an 7
>de Tar Baby. 17 It is in Christmas times

* that these stories are oftenest told, but to
appreciate them you must imagine some

1 such old grandame as is represented in

1 our picture, with her blue checked liome-

I spun dress and stiff red-and-yellow turban;
* with a group of little wooly headed chil-

dren clustering about her knee, all sitting
before the fire waiting for the sweet pota-
toes in the ashes to roast. Here is the

5 story: —

Now de Wolf, ’e berry wise man, but 7 e
not so wise as de Rabbit. De Rabbit 7 e
imis' cunnin 1 man dat go on fo’ leg. 7 E

t lib in de brier-bush.
Now Wolf*e done plant com onc 7 ear:

I but Rabbit 'e aiut plant nuthin 7 Tall —'e lib
on Wolf corn all Winter. Nex 7 ’ear Wolf

. aint plant corn, > tiuk corn crop too poo 7 .

So ’e plant groun* nut (peanuts). Rabbit
'e do jus' de same as befo 1

. Well, Wolf 7 e
biggin for tink so me tiny wrong. 7 E gone
out in de mawnin 7

, look at "e groun' nut
patch, look bery hard at Rabbit track,

1say; “T "spicion somebawdy ben a tiel
Imy groun' nut. Nex' mawnin 7 7 e gone gen,
meet mo groon' nut gone, say same ting.
Den "e say; “Igwine mekoneskeer-crow

, fo’ set up in dis yer groun' nut patch for
skeer de tief."’ So *e make one ole skecr
crow an’ set nm in de middle of de gronn'
nut patch. Dat night when Rabbit coim

wid > bag for get groun’ nut ’e see de
skeer crow stau’ bery white in de moon-
shine. an' ’e say : “Wha’ dat ?”

Nobawdy aint say anything. “Wha'

; dat ?” ’e say gen. Den nobawdy aint say
myting. an’ ’e aint see nuttin’ moobe, so
e gone leetle cluster, an' leetle closter, till

'e get clone up ter urn, den 'e put out ’e paw
an’ touch tie skecr-crow. Den ’e say:
“Von aint nuttin' but ole bundle 'o rag.
Wolf tink 1 gwine fraid yon ? Mus' be

| too!." So "e kick ober de skeer-crow, an'
I till 'e bag wid groun' nut an' gone back

1 home to de brier bush,
j Nex' mawnin' Wolf gone out for look

1 it ’e groun' nut patch, an’ when he meet
tuo' groun' nut gone an’ de skeer-crow
knock down '• bery mad. ’E say ; “Neb-
ber you min’, I fix ole Rabbit dat done

I j tief all my groan’ nut. Jus’le’ me show
you." So 'c mek one baby o’ tar, an’ set
urn up m de middle ob de groun’ nut
patch, an’ say: -Jus' le' old Rabbit tr.
for knock ober dis yere Tar Baby, an’
he'll see. I jus’ want um for try.”

Dat night, when Rabbit com gen wid
! 'e I >ag for get gronn’ nut an’ see de Tar

Baby stan' bery black in de moonahiHVr
e say. “Wha' dat ? Ole Wolf done gon

set up nodder skecr-crow ? Mus’ be.’’
So 'e moobe leetle nearer an’ leetle

nearer, den ’e stop an' say, “Dis yere enty
no skeer-crow; dis year mus’ be one gal.
I inns' study pon dis."

So V tun roun' an' spread out 'e bag.
and sit down in de middle of de groun’
nut patch an' look hard at de Tar Baby.

Bunchy 'e say; “Gal. what you name?
j How dev call you?” Gal ain't say any-

, ting. “Gal, why don't you speak,me?
What you do dere?" Den 'e listen long

I time: aint hear anyting ’ccpt whippoor-
! will in 'e swamp.

So 'c gone close up ter nm an’ say, “Gal,
you speak to me, you min’. Gal, ifyon

'ain't speak me I gwine knock you. 1
knock you wid my right paw, den you
tink it tunderr* Tar Baby aint say nut-
tin', so e knock um wid ’e right paw, an’
'e paw stick I

D. a*e biggin for holler. “Gal, le' me
go. I tell you le’ go me. Wha' for you

; hole me? Kf you don’ min’ I knock you
wid my lef paw, den you tink it tunder
an' lighten tool” So 'e knock um gen

1 wid 'e lef paw, an’ ’c lef paw stick ! Den
e say: “Gal. lef me loose, lef me loose, 1

i tell you. Ef you aint le’ me lone Igwine
kick you wid my right foot, den you tink

[colt kick you!” So 'e kick um wid 'e
| right foot, an' ’e right loot stick!

Den ’c say : “Now. gal, cf you aint lef
me be, dis time Ikick you wid my lef foot,

! den you tink boss kick you !” So ’e kick

I um, an' 'e lef foot stick !

: Den 'e say : “Min' now gal, I aint do
limitin' to you. Wha’ for you hole me?
; Mcbbe you tink I can’t do nuttin’ to you.

Vint you know lean bite you though?
| Kf you aint lef me loose mighty quick I
jgw ino bite you. Aint you know my bite
j wuss dan snake bite ?,' So ’e bite um, an’

I 'e nose stick !
! Nex' mawnin’ Wolf gone out to ’e groun’
! nut patch for sec what 'e kin fin', an 'e

meet poo' Rabbit wjd 'e paw an' 'e feet an’
| e nose all farsten on Tar Baby, an’ 'e say:

1 “Enty I tole you so ? Look a yandcr! I
reckon Tar Baby done cotch qle Rabbit

Mis time." So 'e tuck Rabbit off an’ say :
(“You done tief half my groun’ nut, now

| what 1 gwine do wid you ?”

Den Rabbit biggin forbeg. “Oh! Mau-
I ssa Wolf do le’ me go an' I nebber tief
| groun’ nut no mo’.” Wolf say ; “No, Brud-
j dor Rabbit, you ben a tief my corn las’
' 'ear, an' you ben a tief my gronn' nut dis
| ’ear, an’ now I gwine to eat you up.”

Den Rabbit say : “Oh! Maussa Wolf, do
jdon't do me so, but le’ me beg you. You
um' roas’ me, you nm’ teas’ me, you ma'

'cut me ii]> in fine pieces, but ilo Maussa
Wolf, what ebber you do, don't trotc me in
de bramble bush. Ef you trow me into de
bramble bush I gwine dead!"

So Wolf say; “You aint want me for
trow you in de bramble bush, enty ? Dat
jus’ w hat I gwine do wid you den.” So
'e filing um in de brier-bush, an’ at dat
Rabbit laugh and say; “Ho! Maussa
Wolf, dis jus'whar I want you for put me.
Aint you know I born in de brier-bush?
Aint you know all my fambly born and
bred in de brier-bush? How you gwine
git me gin ?”

Den Wolf ’c bery mad 'cause he see Rab-
bit too wise man for him. He gone home
and tell 'e wife. “No Rabbit soup for
dinner to-day,” and dey biggin for con-
tribe. An’ dey mek plan for get Rabbit
for come to deir house. So one day Wolf
wife call Neighbor Dog an’ tell um:
“Neighbor Dog, Iwant you to do one erran’
for me. 1 want you for git on your boss
an’ ride ober to Brudder Kabbitiouse an’
tell um Wolf dead, an' fo' he die ’e leabe

LUMBER FOR SALE.
Orders Filled Promptly and at Lowest

Rates.

LUMBER cut to bill; Hogs-
head Siding, &c.

SAWING and GRINDING done at short no-

tice, and upon reasonable terms, by

JOHN DIXON & CO.,
At STEAM MILLnear BENSVILLE, Chas. Co.

Grinding of Corn dune Tuesday of each
week. jyio-ly*

Fall Trade, 1874.

THE subscriber has just had manufactured
one of the largest and best stocks of goods

in his line ever offered in this market, which
he can afford to sell, at prices to suit the limes.
He names in part —

LADIES’, GENTS’, MISSES’, BOVS’ AND
CHILDRENS

BOOTS & SHOES,
OF FINE AND COARSE WORK,

manufactured from the best material, and in
the most durable and elegant manner, com-
prising a great variety of new and handsome
styles. Also a large stock of

BOOTS,SHOES & 3ROOAH3
SUITABLE FOR THE

COUNTRY TRADE,
to which he invites the especial attention of
country merchants and farmers.

All in want will do well to call before pur-
chasing elsewhere.

W. B. WADDEY,
74 King Street,

¦ep 25 A LEX A N D RIA. Va.

Now or Never!

$75,000 Worth of Nobby, Styl-
ish and Best Made

BOOTS, GAITERS & TIES.
Must and shall he sold without regard

to cost, by

L. HEILBRUN,
402 Seventh Street , 402

2d door from D St., Northwest,

WASHINGTON, D. C.

K. B.—Special inducements are of-
fered to Dealers.

Oct. 2, 1874—tf
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HETSLRY (’. HARTMAN,
Successor to leal A Hartman,

Ho. 133 Went Baltimore St., Baltimore,
LADIES’ AND GSNTFMEN’S FURNISHING GOODS,

I iklit Dress. Hosiery, Gloves, &c.
SHIRTS MADE TO ORDER AM) RKADV-MADE.

LADIES’ MUSLIIST XJ IST IDSIC DRESS,
White Trimmings. Working Cotton. Neck Ties, Bows. Scarfs,

All styles ot Corsets. Collars, t'utfs, Drawers,
Silk. Alpaca and Worsted Braids, Linen Handkerchiefs,

Hooks A Eyes, Linen i Cotton Tapes. Suspenders, Halt Hose, Umbrellas.
AND ALL KINDS OF NOTIONS AT THE VERY LOWEST PRIOES.

nov 27 iy;ue

I>. A. BOONE. \VM. AHI-m.KOLR

BOONE & AMESEKOEIt,
WHOLES ALE DEALERS IX

FISH, CHEESE AND BUTTER,
No. 47 Light St., near Lombard, and No. 18 Ellicott St.,

BALTIMORE, MO.

COUNTRY DEALERS WOULD DO WELL TO t.IVK L’S A CALL,

AGENTS FOR
Vanderslice & Go’s Excelsior Mince Meat, Apple, Peach and Quince Butters,

Jesse Oakley & Go’s Celebrated Glycerine, Transparent and Laundry Stnps.
aug 2J ly

! SCHLIMM & KLEIN,
MAXUFA( TL’IIERS OF

TIN WAKE,
p 4 AND DEALERS IX hj

o Strives & llangcs for Wood & Coal, %

Wholesale. BALTIMORE, 31 d. Retail.
nog 21 - 6in
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hi' In •: f SI ¦•! ’¦¦.•• \ I<>-.. t<> <-t ; ¦ Pl-

us ’. of t *

\N ith e 1 !i year of life ('hristma' tro m -

de ircr and iii .;¦ r to ;:r heart*; the an
adversary whi* hin child! 1 Iw<* a a ait
eil in eclat ns oft! juv<
n;!e "vir-. tls¦ junketings. anti tin- (• ast.**

tin* ? -r; i whi-h in t : • t : tt I'huli o‘

inan ho. •1 w n irked by icij atoms •>!'

tile pic ;-mt r< ,n: n of kin !rrd spirits,
an tears prog - thci . i
either a- smooth i< a .r-1 hall or tin
little hair remaining is tinged with th
hoar frost of tine grow- with . mui
we wrtui'l not have omitt> d in perpetuity
frotn the calen iar even were an addilion-
al lease of existence offered to human
k i n < i.

Christmas f. rni< *!¦¦ of t ¦ natural
halting pla in lit may sit
calmly <1 > A n an 1 indulge in i retrospect
of the y< .rs th;*.t lie In-hind ns.

Happy
of the fircitli*. \v it!i all arout.'l them that
a*1 1 1 s to the inhermt he.auty of Home, can
then look hack am! feel n • severe twin
ires of eonscience at remembrances of
wrong-doing. Poubtlcss w c ohh r ones,
who have journey#*! far on our course.
h:nl the road of life from its beginning
attain to he travelled, might pursue a

somewhat different tr.ck. for in-t ance.
v\e should most likelyavohl that broad,
picas mt look ini; piece of
which wo once diverged, and which s.-
grateful to the senses and so welcome to
our wearied feet, ultimately led us into
an undreamt of quagmire. Were the op

•portunity again atldrdcd us we should
most likely adhere cl ¦-* !•, to the narrow
path a trick somewhat thorny and with
obstacle' here and there, still well mark -
ed and possessing a definite goal.

Hut the Ihist past and no man ean
say what is behind the impenetrable cur
tain whirl) an All Wi'C Providence his
determined shall conceal the future.—
Christinas may bring with it sad re illa-
tions (and saddest of all is the retrospect
of a wasted life) but it also bears jovful i
memories and glad.-otne associations da-
ting from that (hr 1>:t( k and eventful night
when the Hethb-hem sheplierils, keepim*-
watch over their flocks at night, listened
awe-stricken to the anthem of the heaven-1
ly host accompanying the angel who pro-
claimed the "good tidings of great joy."
and w hen the bright star in the east stood
over where the Young Child lav.

All Christian countries since that over
to-he-remembered night, have established
after their respective fashions the anniver-
sary of the blessed season, and on two pre-
vious occasions 1 have been privileged to
gossip with the readers of the /VopV,<
Mouth'll upon some old customs ami trade

; tions prevalent in England in connection
i with the closing festival of the year. I n-
| der permission my monthly talk shall once
I more be of Cliritmas, some interest in*' tit-
| bits having recently come under my notice.

Firstly, concerning those badges of (lie

season, the Holly and Mistletoe, with
b which we deck our homes, I read the oth-

| er day some very curious particulars. It
(appears the Molly was dedicated to Sa-

-1 turn, and its boughs were used on his fes-
I rival, whence, if iias been asserted, the

I early Christians derived the practice of or-
I I [lamenting their dwellings with it during

1 1 their own season of rejoicing. Hut vvitli-

i in sacred walls the Mistletoe is forbidden.

I Its association with paganism and magic,
, with superstition ami revelry, have ban-

ished its waxen berries to scenes ofsocial
and domestic merriment. “The now year
is at hand ; gather in the mistletoe,” was
the cry that once rang through the land;


