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Burn Kerosene the Rwht Way.

A correspondent in the New York Sun
consumers of kerosene
oil to the pernicious and unhealthy prac-
tice of using lamps filled with that article
with the wicks turned down. The gas
which should be consumed by the flames
is by this means left heavily in the air,
while the cost of the oil thus saved at
present prices would scarce be one dollar
1 vear for the lamps of a household. His
ittention was called particularly to this
custom by boarding in the country where
kerosene was the only available light. A
lurge faumily of children living in the same
house were taken ill one night, and on go-
ine to the nursery the mother found the
room nearly suffocating, with a lamp turn-
ed down, whereupon the physician forbade
the usze of a lamp at night, unless turned
atfull head.  Hesays he could quote many
cases, one ot a voung girl subject to fits of
faintness, which ifnot induced, wero great-
ly increased by sleeping in a room with
the lamp almost turned out.  Besides the
damage to heaith, it spoils the paper and
curtains, soils the mirrors and windows,
and gives the whole house an untidy air
and an unwholesome odor.
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| “How is that, Uncle Billy? Isitnota
| good thing to be cqual before the law 2"

“Now, ’\!Iar;e Boss," grunted Bllly,
! plaintiv, ch. “dar’s jist whar de mlsery
comes in. We're ekal befo’ de law, an’
| dar yer hit our weak pmt Befo’ de law,
yer _]erked
ruv him thirty-nine lashes an’
{let him go. But jist let a culled pusson
[try it now! Yer hauls him ‘fore Court
?an sen’s him to de penitentiary just like
| he was one of yer poor white trash. Dat’s
what “tis to be ekal “fore de law !”

I suggested to Uncle Billy that this
might be obviated by being a little more
honest.

“Marse Boss,” interrupted Billy, “we
can’t run agin natur. It’s nat’ral fur mg-
gah to steal pig and chicken, fryin’ siz.—
Yer know it is, an’ taint no use trying’ to
stop us. Now, we uns are willin’ to let
you uns alone, and you all jist let us alone
jon this pint. We're powerful weak on
dis pint, Marse Boss.”

Just here a preverse and disloyal s Pll‘it
tempted me to hint to Uncle, Billy‘that
the colored people were indebted to their
| Republican friends for this change in their
status.

“Well, den, Marse Boss,” said hLe, “all
I's got to say is, dg law’s got to be changed.
Mus' hab law for de white man and law
for de black man.”

Strange as it may seem, some of our best
citizens echo Uncle Bill)'s sentiment.—
They are inclined to view the negro’s
minor transgressions in a lenient light,

and [ know that some of our Democratic
judges impose lighter penalties upon col-
ored men for small offenses than they
would do in cases where the guilty par-
ties were white.
; Before Uncle Billy left T asked him how
he would like to sit down at the table
with white folks at the hotels.

“Great (-oddlvm]ghty " exclaimed the
good old man. “I allow youse tryin’ to
make fun o' dis chile. Why, you knows
vourself dat no cullud pusson ebber lets a
white man see ‘em eat if dey kin help it.”

This is strictly true. The ordinary
Southern negro will not eat in the pres-
ence of a white spectator.

“Well, Uncle Billy,” I said “it is very
evident that you don’t want any eivi}
rights.”

“Neot anything mo’, I thank you,” re-

plied Billy. \mrl_\ dono ruined now.—
Hev to pay my own doctor’s bills, lost all
m\' money in the }‘ree(hnens Bank ; neb-
ber got no forty acres an’ de mule dey
promised me: an’ can’t help myself to a
little chicken, fryin’ size, without gwine
to de po,mtennurv I'se got 'nuff eibbil
rights I’

The above is no production of the fancy.
It is a true incident, honestly told, and it
is impossible to talk to the ccun(ry ne-

groes without hearing just such things as
[ have related.— Wallace Putanm Reed.
e
" Wit and Humor.

Back biters—fleas.

A patient waiter—a young doctor.

Sure to produce short crops—the bar-
{ ber’s shears.

.1 Ttrequires no particular skill to make
i & blunder.

| To make money—Get an appointment
in the mint.

A chemist says he can reduce old boot-
{legs to be efsteak.

If you are out in a driving storm, don’t
| attempt to hold the reins.
; Preferred creditors—those who do not
press their bills just now.

“It isn't loud praying which counts so
much with the Lord as giving four quarts
for every gallon,” says an Arkansas circuit
rider.

Pleasant-faced people are generally the
rmrxt welcome, but the auctioneer is al-
| ways pleased®o see a man whose counte-
nance is for bidding.

And when that blushing San Francisco
bride showed the check for $1,000,000 to
' her husband. he burst into tears, and ex-
|claimed: “And even this shall not sepa-
rate us.”

A lady in Memphis says she doesn't
| want any jewelry, hasn’t a looking-glass
{in the house, and wouldn’t take a silk
| dress as a gift. Memphis has another liv-
| ing curiosity—a cross-eyed cat.

|

*Julius, why didn't you oblong your
stay at the Springs?” “Kase, Mr. Snow,
dey charge too much.”  “How so, Julius ¥’

“Why. de landlord cbarged dis cultud
individual wid stealing de spoons.”

e

O~NE oF BurrLer's Hirs.—One of the
last as well as one of the neatest hits made
by General Butler, just before the close of
the last session in Congress, occurred dur-
ing the recent “dead lock™ fight on the
civilrights bill. The question of adjourn-
ment was under consideration; and Gen-
eral Butler had stepped over to Mr. Ran-
dall's desk for a private consultation.—
Butler favored a Sunday session. Randall
opposed.

3ad as I am, T have some respect for
God’s day,” said the Democrat, “and I
don't think it proper to hold a session of
C.»ng_n'uss on that day.”

Oh. pshaw.” responded Butler, “don’t
the Bible say that it is lawful to pnll your
ox or ass out of a pit on the Sabbath day -
You have seventy-three asses on your side
of this House that I want to get out of
this ditch to-morrow, and I think I am
engaged in a holy work.”

“Don’t do it, Butler,” pleaded Sam. “I
have some respect for you that I don't
want to lose. I expect some day to meet
you in a better world.”

“You will be there, as you are here,”
returned Butler, quick as thought, “a mem-
ber of the Lower House.”

.,:S"A Keokuk man held a nelghbm- 8

wife in his lap while she did up his hair
{in curl papers. The husband attended
;the funeral, and when the minister had
finished speakmw he stepped up to the
lhnlv man and said in a low, sweet voice:
\ “I didn’t mind him so much, because there
wasn't no harm in him no how; but [
thought as things war gettin’ from bad to
worse, and-—w «,ll I “antcd to give them
preacher chaps a warhin’,




