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The hraiisd Mnrdcivr.
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I m'v immediately that some fore—-
• > I, ll _r <• l‘ >, 1 sasU r <>r presentiment of
v ii. was weighing on her mind, and

' with all the tact I could Command, 1
end- aimed torpid her fears ami re
store h<-r confidence. My situation

. e truly a novel and embarrassing
one. There out in the wilderness, I
i tolerably good looking young man
of live at. I tw.-nty, in the light of

: > c a eel fa i iirc, talking to and con-
'o'; ,i,o an •streme’.y handsome voting
Midi ofeighteen.

At length the clock struck the hour
11 rose to retire to mj *r-

vrs. 1 said good night reluctantly,
i 1 the scrvaiit stood in the doorwuv

i to lig ¦ n icross the
aid to tier shanty, in w hich mvqiiar-

'ers had been'prepar d, when mv hos-
with Iter arm resting on the man-

tel and her face shaded by her hand,
calh 1 roe back and exclaim d ;

“Hettie. 1 have changed my mind.
Put Mr. \ diton in my brother's room.
It .' too bad to send a gentlemen to
in out house on such a night as this.
lio and tell IVirgie to get the room
ready immediately."

Hett lisapj I, and i -
Milking for a few mo nents till Hettie
again anno.me d that all was readv.
and should ‘ring my carpet bags 1
•owed good night and retired full oi

peculiar sensations, which at that
time, I ma le no effort to analyze.

The ro m to whi 1 was conducted
was a iargw*io *? the the cor*
ridor on tne second floor. As I
[Missed along the hall, I noticed that
there were doors on cilic-r side, so
located, that no door was placed di -
redly opposite another.

1 tonnd the master's room a perfect
bachelor s sanctum. A large bed, a
sideboard well stocked with refresh
ments, a book case tilled with volume#
of ail ; >m. a round table in the cen-
tre of the room, an escritoire in one
corner and half a dozen chairs consti-
tuted lue principle furniture. There
was also a time honored and luxuri-
ms arm chair drawn up before the

lire, inviting one to musing and re
pose, am! tne walls were covered with
guns, pistol - a.id swords of all de-
scriptions. from the rnstv ami trusty

•hi backed sword of revolutionary
f.im ¦, to the more narrow and trench-
mt modern blade. If turning Hot
tie's kind good night and pleasant
(reams. 1 locked the door and took

out the key to e\ inline it. It was a

heavy iron key, such as would be used
now to lock a prison or large factory.
U bile pondering over the changes
that onr modern improvements had
made not only in tlie construction of
houses, but also in all the appurte-
nances thereof, 1 inadvertently laid
the key on the table beside me, and
thought no more about it till after de-
velopments brought it very vividly to
my mind. It was a trifling cir-
cumstance seemingly, but it was one
fraught with momentous consequences
to myself and utheis; so true it is,
that our lives are made up of little
tilings, and on the most trilling inci
dent arc of! n lunged results, that af-
feet for a life time and therefore, for
an eternity the future of men.

Notwithstanding the exlrenu fa-
tigue and cx'ianslion 1 experienced
after my long day's travel and vexa-
tion, 1 ilid not leel sleepy, so lighting
a cigar, 1 took down a book from one
of the shelves and began to read. Hut
it was impossible to tix my attention
upon the master 1 was reading. Mr
mind would wander pertinaciously to
my fair hostess, and my fancy pict-
ured her, as she stood by the mantel
and bade me good night. 1 was not
in love. 1 was too prosaic and indi-
vidual to fall in love at tirst sight, and

|and yet the interest, I felt in that
lovely girl, could not have been more
intense, had I known her for years.
So throwing aside the book, I placed
my slippered feet on the fender, and
sat gazing listlessly on the lire, build-
ing what the witty French would
style “(’bateaux on ospayne,” and we
prosy English call “Castles in the air.”
I was awakened from my reverie by
the mournful tones of the old family
clock, that slow ly and solemnly struck
the hour of midnight, awakening
gloomy echoes through the seemingly
deserted mansion. Though not sleepy,
prudence suggested the propriety ot
retiring to stretch my weary limb?,
and get the rest needed to recuperate
me for the long journey of the mor-
row, for I had ridden many miles out
of my way. Accordingly having

| placed my saddle bags and coat on the
1 side of the bed next to the wall--u
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iiiiLil 1 uiiv;ivs udhered to when trav- i
¦•I in. 2 i look oji rny pistols, exum-
; 1 them card'll lly, reprimed them
:fnl placed them under the pillow. J
¦• a--ju-l falling asleep -in that stub-
of s i i.nolency, when one is not all
asleep, nor yet entirely awake, when I;
was aroused by a slight noise at the |
door of my room. Of course 1 was on
the alert in ;m instant, and grasping
a pistol in either hand, awaited far-
ther diwelopments. i was not kept
long in suspense, for almost immedi-
ately a key was inserted where mine
should have be n, and the door was
open al noiselessly.

The curtains round my bed con-
cealed me from view, and through an
opening in the one near my head, I
could observe everything that yvus
passing in the room. The last strag-
gling rays ol flickering light from the
dying lire, rendered each object in the
room perfectly distinct and threw a
we in I iike aspect over everything.
As 1 peered cautiously from my place
of concealment, a tall, powerfully
built negro entered the room, and as
if perfectly acquainted with the posi-
tion of everything around, Yvalked di-
rectly to the escritoire in tiie corner,

unlocked it and took from it a butch-
ers knife, and after coolly running his
baud along the blade to test it sharp-
ness. thrust it in ins bosom,and tnrn-

-1 mg to the mantel, took up the candle
1 li t*! hcen using, and started for the

door. Once only he looked toward
the bed. and as he did so I clutched
my pistols nervously, and held my
br. ith in the intensity of the excite-
ment. stooping lor an instant to pick
up a g! ve lie had dropped, 1 noticed

itli.it he wore mocasins, and concluded
that he was evidently prepared to
plunder and perhaps minder.

As he left the room. 1 left the bed
and strod* to the door. The corridor
was intensely dark. I stopped and
listened. The handle of the next
room was tried, and a slight manner

| of disappointment told me the object
•f pursuit was not there. I boldly
stepped in the passage, judging
rightly, that the villain would look
only before him. Kach time that lie
opened a door. 1 stepped into the op-
posite doorway to avoid being per-
ceived. Several doors were tried, and
similar ejaculations cf surprise were
muttered in an undertone.

At last the room at the farther end
of tli pa-sage was reached, opened,
and a dim light shone through the
.•pen door. (*: ! o moment only did the
liend pause upon the threshold, but
that moment sufficed to give a glimpse
of his face, ami such an expression of
fiendish deliglu was there visible, that
it male my blood run cold t'/£ Told
it. lie entered the room

- m i "d^KU
1 was fiie counterpart of the

I had occupied, with this difference,
that oa a dressing table near the bed,
a prettily ornamented glass howl was
standing with oil in it and a lighted
taper, which gave light enough to ren-
der the objects in the room imper-
fectly visible. Approaching the bed,

, the negro softly drew aside tiie enr-
; ’ tins, looked earnestly upon the
sleeper, then drew his knife and ex-
amined it. Slowly and cautiously did
lie proceed to uncover the breast of

I the lady, for it was no other than my
fair hostess, and with knife brandished
in the air, was about to giro the fatal i
stroke, when a slight noise, purposely 1

, made by rar caused him to turn, —a I
tlosh, —a report, —and tiie would-be-1
murderer, with a horrible yell, fell |
forward on the floor, weltering in his;
)wn gore. The lady screamed, jump- j

|ed to t ie floor and would have sought
refuge in llight, had not the tones of

' the voice of the wounded man aroused
and transfixed her to the spot.

“L’iarie, dear Clarie, don’t curse m,
don’t go away until you say you for-
give me,” were the Yvords he uttered,
and as the truth forced itself upon her
mind, she clasped her hands to her
temple, and in an agony of anguish
exclaimed:

•‘ls it possible, my poor, dear only
| brother I”

The scene that followed beggers de-
scription. The servants rushed in,
and there before them all was the

(brother of their mistress and their
town respected master, disguised
as a murderer, with the implement of

i murder in his hand, and the blood of
a murderer flowing in a copious stream
trom the wound near his heart.

After having instructed the ser-
vants to take very great care of their

! stricken and unfortunate mistress,
now reduced to the verge of insanity
jby the terrific weight of the over-
whelming calamity, that had befallen

: her, and having ordered th? master's
body to be removed and prepared with

i all care for interment, I returned to
my room to meditate upon the events

I just narrated, and to allay, if possi-
ble, by quiet rest, the terrible nervous
excitement that now oppressed me.

During the course of the morning, a
| servant came to announce breakfast,
Although not in the least hungry, I
felt my curiosity excited to the high-
est pitch, to ascertain the fate of my
fair young hostess, and L yvus indeed
much surprised on entering the din-
ing room, to hear from llettie, that
her mistress was able to talk, and de-
sired an interview after breakfast.

On entering the parlor I yvus

amazed, for there before me, clothed in
I deep mourning, with a ghastly face
on which the scalding tears had left
their impress, stood my fair hostess.
In a few words, the followingarrange-
were made.
* * * * *

It was descovered on investigation,
that Mr. Charles Jeffries, the would-!
be murderer of bis lovely and angelic
sister Clara, bad inherited, equally
with his sister, one half of the estate

, and effects of his deceased parents.
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By dissipation, gambling, dunking,
fast horses and women, ne !i ri squan-
dered ids portion of' tin* estate, and as
the portion of Ids sister wu so se-
onrfly placed in trust, that sin* could,
not dispose of it without tln* consent
of her guardians, and since these gen-
tlemen positively and emphatically re-
fused to her of any arrangement, by
which the dissipated gambler could
obtain money from his sister, this des-
perate man knowing that in the death
of his otdy sister, he would inherit
the whole estate, determined to de-
stroy her. How nearly he succeeded
in his infamous designs, has already
been shown.

“And now, ladies aid gentlemen,
allow me to introduce to you Miss
Clara Jeffries,” and Mr. Ashton led
Ids handsome, accomplished and ami-
able wife forward, and, with a polite
bow, informed the company, that his
darling wife and fair hostess were one
and the same person.

‘•isn’t this a queer world,” said
Rosa Jennings to her friend Genie
W , as they drove slowly home.
“I do believe truth is stranger than
fiction.”

And such is the conclusion, to
which bitter experience has led many
a heart broken man to arrive.

TIIK EX I).

HUsrellanij.
The Vagabond Sage

An old man of very active physiog-
omy was brought to the police Court,
ilis clothes looked as if they might
have been bought second-hand in his
youthful prime, for they had suffered
more from the rubs of the world than
the proprietor himself.

‘What business?
‘Xone, I’m a traveler.’
*A vagabond, perhaps?’
‘Yon are not wrong. Travelers and

vagabonds are about the same thing,
i’lye difference is that the latter travel
without money and the former with-
out brains.’

‘Whers have yon traveled?’
‘Allover the continent.’
‘For what purpose?
‘Observation.’
‘What have you observed?’
‘A little to commend, much to cen-

sure and a great deal to laugh at.’
‘Humph! What do you commend?’
‘A handsome woman that will stay

at home, an eloquent preacher that
will preach short sermons, a good
writer that will not write too much,
and a fool that has sense enough to
hold his tongue.’

‘What do you censure?’
‘A man that marries a girl* for her

fine cloths, a youth who studies medi-
cine while he has the use of his hands,
and the people who willelecta drunk-
ard to ofliee.’

‘What do you laugh at?’
‘I laugh at a man who expects his

position to command that respect
which his personal qualifications and
{iialities do not merit.’

VARIETIES.

‘•l’mcoming thro’ the rye!” exclaim-
id the bummer, as he woke up in a
dry goods box after a big spree.

Rustic chairs are pretty object, and
is long as a man can resist the inclina-
tion to sit in them they are desirable
to have about.

It’s a mean man who will fool flies
by having the wax figure of a bald-
headed man in his room to attract
them from hinr

It may be right occasionly to take a
bull by the horns, but it is always
well to keep in mind that the horns
belong to the bull.

The Princess Louise is as independ-
ent as a widow, and mixes in general
society more than any of Queen Vic-
toria’s daughters.

A little boy remarked: “Hikegrand
pa because he is such a gentlemanly
man; he always tells me to help my-
self to sugar.”

It is now said that early rising is
the cause of many nervous diseases.
Our rising young men should make
a note of this, and temper their aspira-
tions accordingly.

Ladies, ifyon desire to possess an
easygoing husband marry a veteran
of the late war. He will eat anything
from boiled shoe leather to bull dozed
bean soup.

Says a contemporary, describing an
arrest: “He accompanied the police
quietly to the lock-up, where our re-

porter happened to be at the time.”

Rejected lovers need never despair.
There are four and twenty hours in a
dav, and not a moment in the twenty
four in which a woman may not
change her mind.

It was very nngallant in the old
bachelor, who was told that a certain
lady had “one foot in the grave,” to

ask “if there wasn’t room for both
feet.”

An exchange says: “A man lives
in this vicinity who states that he first
met Ins wife in a storm, took her to

the first ball in a storm, popped the
question in a storm, got married in a
storm and has lived in storm ever
since.” The couple must have been
Mr. and Mrs. Si Clone.

“Uncle,” said a young man, who
thought that his guardian did not sup-
ply him with money, often enough, “is
the Queen’s head still on the shilling

piece ?” “Of course it is, you stupid
lad. Why do you ask that?” “Be-
cause it is now such a length of time
since 1 saw one.”


