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A Tale of Royalty.

M Florian Pharson tells an amus-

ine ancedote about King Humrert of

Italy, whois as fond of shoting as
was his roval father, Vietor Emman-
nel. From time to time King Hum-
bert, oblivions of all royal customs

and court etiquette, separates himself

trom his suite, and, gun in hand, goes
out alone 1n search of game, accom-

panied by his two favorite dogs. Dar-
ng one of  his excursi »was niet
W peasaut, who looked on with ad-
miration at the havoe the King had
made among a covey of partridges. H
Lid not know the monarch, and seeing

i the dress of an ordinary sports-
¥ ould not recognize him.  He
mented him on  his skill with
his gun, and then told him that it he
would come to his farm on the follow-
ing morning at davbreak aund kill a

fox which had made several raids on

his roost he would not mind giving
him a couple of frances for his trou-
ble.

Kiug Humbert kept the appornt-
ment, and was fortunate enough to
kill the fox. The delighted peasant
weleomed him  on  his return, called
1is wife and ehildren out, and insisted

1 the King sharing their breakfast
with them. At the end of the repast
the peasant took leave of his visitor
2 a two franc piece in his
. which the King toosed up iu
rand canght, declaring il was

Phenomena of Death.

To be shot dead 1sone of the easiest
modes of terminating life; yet, rapid
ag it is, the body has leisure to feel
and reflect.  On the attempt by one
of the frantic adherents of Spain to
aseaussinate William, Prince of Orange,
who took the field in the revolt of the
Netherlands, the ball passed through
the bones of his face, and brought him
to the ground. In an instant that pre-
ceded stupefaction, he was able to
frame the notion that the ceiling of
the room had fallen in and crushed
him.  The cannon-shot which plung-
ed iuto the brain of Charles X1 did
not prevent him from seizing his
sword by the hilt.

T'he idea of an attack, and the ne-
cessity for defence, was impressed
upon him by a blow, which we should
liave supposed too tremendous to
leave an interval for thought.

But it by no means follows that the
infliction of fuatal violence 18 accom-
pavied by a pang. From what is
known of the lirst effect of gun-shot
wounds, it is probable that the im-
pression is rather stunning than acute.

Unless death be immediate, the pain
s as varied as the nature of the in-
Juries, and these are past counting up.
But there is nothing singular in the
dying sensations, though Lord Byron
remarked the phrsiological peculiari-
ty, that the expresston is invariably
[that of ianguor, while in death from a
stub the conntenance reflects the traite
of natural character of gentleness or
| ferocity, to theglast breath.

[ Nome of these cases ar: of interest

E A Pretty Home.

Now that so many pretty things
may be bought at moderate cost, the
puurest woman cah save a room from
being meagre in its appointments.—
She can avoid horse-hair sofas and
violent carpets, and vulgar prints on
the walls.  Good engravings, a little
cretonne, some knicknacks made by
herself, a few grasses, a growing plant,
and an open fire, are all that are
needed to make a room pleasant and
refined. What a pity it is that in a
country covered with wood and fire-
wood should be an expensive luxury,
for there is nothing like it to make a
home attractive! 1t burns up many
a quarrel and morbid speculation,
rights many a wrong, and promotes
peace. No picture is so utterly cheer-
ful ag that of the family gathering
round it as evening falls. Noconver-
sations are so fresh aud witty as those
which go up with the sparks. No
companion is so lively and invigora-
ting to the invalid, the recluse, the
mourner, or the aged, as a wood-fire.
It is the most healthful of all ventil-
ators, the most picturesque picture,
the most enlivening suggestion of en-
ergy few hymes possess this rare at-
traction. In the cities, however, we
can make canal coal take the place
of wood in a measure, and still rejoice
in our opon fire.
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The American Kiss.

The American kiss, we learn, has
been made the subject of a book to be
printed. Undoubtedly the book will
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