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The Presndent’s Message

The anoual message of President Arthur
was read in both houses of Congress en
Monday. It exhibits evidences of having
been carefully prepared, and presents a
fall and elaborate discussion of the more
prominent questions upon which Congress
will be cal'ed upon to legislate. A gocd
deal of space is devo'ed to a discussion of
our foreign relations, which are represent-
ed as amicable and satisfactory en a'l sides
The message offers an explanation of the
indefinite postponement of Mr. Blaine’s
“peace Congress™” and the uninviting of
the invited powers, which it states was/
necessitated by the failure of Congress to
make any provision for the necessary ex-
penses or the concern. The Executive
disclaims any hostility to the theory upsn
which this Congress was cal'ed, and adds |
“I am unwilling to dismiss this subject
without assnring you of my support of!
any measures the wisdom of Congress may
devise for the promotion of peace on this
centinent and throughout the warld, and
1 trust that the time is nigh when, with
the universal assent of civilized peoples,
all international difficulties shall be deter-
mined without resort to arms, by the be-
nignant process of arbitration.”

Upon the question of diminishing the
government revenues the President dwells
at some lenxth. As was predicted he ap-
pears to think that “free rum and taxed
salt” wou'd be a rather poor platform for
the Republican party in 1884. Headvises
a diminution, but not an abolition of the
internal revenue taxes. He recommends
that the tax upon distilled spirits should
be retained, while that upon jermented
liquors and upon tobacco be abrogated.—
This, the President thinks, would render
a simplification of the collective machin-
ety of this branch of the revenue practica-
bls and effect a saving in that regard ot
two and a half mi'lions of dol'ars per an-
num. He is of opinioa that excise taxes
have never been favored by the American
people and appears to think that impost
taxes are less objectionable. He continues

“The sentiment of the country doubtless
demands that the present excise tax shall
be abolished as soun as such a course can
be safely purcued. It seems to me, how-
ever. that for various reasons so sweeping
a measure as the total abolition of inter-
nal taxes would, for the presen’, be an
unwise step. Two of these reasons are
deserving of special mention: 1. It is by
no means clear that, even if the existing
system of duties on imports is coatinued
without modification, those duties alone
will yield sufficient revenue for a'l the
needs of the government. It is estimated
that one hundred millions of dol'ars will
be required for pensions during the com-
ing year, and it may well be doublted
whether the maximum annual demand for |
that object has yet been reached. Uacer-
tainty upon this ques'ion would alone jus- |
tify, in my judgment, the retentioa for the |
present of that portion of the system of |
internal revenue which is least objection- |
able to the people. 2. A total abolition |
of excise taxes woull almost inevitably |
prove a serious, if not an insurmount xble.,
obstacle to a thorough revision of the |
tariff, and to any censidera'e reduction |
in import duties. ’

Upon the question of revision of the
tariff the message says: The revenu? from
customs for the fiscal year ended June 30,
1879, amounted to $137,000,000. It has
in the three succeeding years reached first
$186,000,000, then $198,000,000, and final-
ly ashas been a'ready stated, $220,000,000
The income from this source for the fiscal
year which will end on June 30th, 1833,
will doubtless be considerably in excess
of the sum last mentioned. If the tax on
domestic spirits is to be retained, it is
plain, therefore, that large reductions from
the customs revenue are entirely feasible.
While recommending this reduction, Tam
far from advising the abandonment ot the
policy of so discriminating in the adjust-
ment of detai's as to afford aid and pro-
tection to domestic labor. But the pre
sent system should be so revised asto
equalize the public burden among all
classes and occupations, and bring it into
closer harmony with the present needs of
industry without entering into minu’e de-
tails, which, under pres-nt circumstances,
is quite urnecessary. I recommend an
enlargement of the free list s as to inc'ude
within it the numerous articles which
yield inconsiderable revenue—a simplifi-
cation of the complex and inconsistent
schedule of duties upon certain manufic-
turets, particularly those of cotton, iron
and steel, and a substantial reduction of
the duties upon those articles, and upon
sugar, molasses, silk, wool and woo'en
goods. Ifa general revision of the tariff
shall be deemed to bLe impracticable at
this session, I express the hope that at
least some of the more conspicuous in-

equalities of the present law may be cor-
rected before your final adjournment.

It is rather difficult to distinguish be-
tween the recommendations of the Presi-
dent upon this question of tariff, and the
principle repeatedly enunciated in Dem-
ocratic platforms: “Tariff for revenue.
with incidental protection.”

The President refers to the history of
the star route frauds, and councludes by
saying that “if any guilty persons shall
finally escape punishment for their offences
it will not be for lack of diligent and
earnest eftorts on the part of the prosecu-
tion.”

Upon the question of reform in the civil
service of the government, the message is
unequivocal, and the views expressed by
the President upon this question will
meet with the warm commendation of all
thoughtful citizens irrespective of party.
Upon this point the message says:

“I trust that before the close of the pre-
sent session some decisive action may be
taken for the correction of the evils which
inhere in the present me'hods of appoint-
ment, and I assure you of my hearty co-
operation in any measures which are like-
ly to cenduce to that cnd. As to the most
appropriate term and tenure of the official
life of the subordinate employes of the
government, it seems to be generally a-
greed that, whatever their extent or char-
acter, the one should be definite and the
other stable, and that neither should be

| Allegany county had bheen set for

| are only required

lor fidelity to the fortunes of an individ-
tial. It matters little to the people at large
what competent person is at the head of
this department or that bureau, if they
feel assured that the removal of one and

‘tlm accession of another will not invoelve

the retirement of honest and faithful sub-
~ ordinates, whose duties are pure v admin- |
is‘rative and have n» legitimate connee- |
tion with the triumph of any }hl]ilitJl
principles
party or fiction.”
Upon the whole Mr.
In
the President

an ab’e and we'l considered paper.
the expresssion of his views
appears to rise decidedly above the level

of a partisan, and he sustiins throughout |

a well worn dignity becoming his high
station.
e ——————

Ouar Judiciary System.

In the Annapolis correspoadence of the |
Baltimore Bay of the 30th ulto, the follow-

ing comments were made concerning the S

administration of justice in the Court of
Appeals:

Considerable dissatisfaction was manifested
on Tuesday by lawyers who came here ex-
pecti ng to argue theic caszes in the Court of
Appes <. \\hon only three judges, az stated io
Tue\ lay’s Day, patin their appearance,lesving
the court without a quorum. '1‘n~ want of
quorum, which frequently occur t
of much annoyance to lawyers \'1\1 the
It wa id here on Tussday that one c:
a hearing at
five different times, thus putting the lawyers in
the case to the expense of five trips from Camb-
erland to Annapolis and back. This case stil
remains to be heard. This state of
owing greatly to the present judi

which makes the judges of the Co

pe:ls do double Quty, attending or
circuits and also. on the Court of App
But whi'e thi trae it is claimed by

s to

that the judges are in some cases themselve
; be blamed for this condition of affiirs, one
! them staying at home in the hope that xnother
will go to coastitute a quorum and that his
presence there will, therefore, not ben
However this may be, itiz afictto bereg
that from somez cause it
that the Court of Appealsis
and it is contended that s
at once devis to avoid
affairs in the future.

ot

Considerable dissatistaction of a simi-
1

lar character has heretofore frequently had
expresaion in different sections of the State
In addition to the inc

ors and delay of just

mvenience to suit

ce above complained
of, as an incident of the present judiciary

system of tlie State, there has been an
opinion prevailinz 1o 3 me extent in lezal
circ'es, that there is a great rel
amountinz almost to preju lice,

part of the Judges of the
to reverse the rulinss of

lew judges in his circ

opinton of miny lawyers, n

balances the supposed adv
superior leirning siid to be
the Beach of the circuits by t! i f
Judge, who is fresh from the discussions
of the appellate court.

Tha presen. judiciary system was
adopted in this State by the couns itution
of 1867. Prisr to that t me the Court of

)

Appeals and the circuit courts hal been

catirely distinct and separate t

The daties of the Ju lz°s of the appe'late
tribunal were limitad ea the h
ing and deciding of cises before that
bunal. Co 1sequently there wasno excuse
for not having a quoram of Jalges at all
times, and the advintigze of a tull ben-h

for the bearing of all cases of importance
which under the present system is rarely
{ever attuin.ble; was then easily secured.
| The present syStem wis mO2eled atter the
Federal judiciary
and excellence of which is generally con
cededd, s :

has muay alvoe

Ther

ites amony the
lega! profes ion.
difference, howev

tems; under the Fed:ral s

e is one imporiant

twee

he two sys-

1£s]
ing the vacation of t!
ciency of the Supre:
by

impairel;

judges are required,

circuit daty wh hieir circuit courts

are in session, which occurs at all times
during 'he year, and resultsin serious and
frequent interference with the duties of
the judges in the appellate cour:.
By the of 1347,

constitutiona

constitution anot!
juired te

be held in 1857, and 1t is not improbab'e

er

coanvention i3 re

that the present juliciary system will be
then abolished, or materia'ly mhdified —
It is probable, too, that an efirt wi'l be

then made to have tha
of the judiciary azain vested in the Gov-

ornor.

appointing prwer
Many contend that the masses of
the voters,even where a to'erable standard
of in‘elligence prevails, are not compe ent
to judze of the qualific
ciary, and it

itions of the

jnli
is urzed with much force
important offices should be
If any essential
chance should be made in the present ju-

ves‘ed 1n the
Executive of the State.
diciary system in 1337, whether the pre
sent mode of se'ection b retainel or nat,
a new election of the State juldiciary would
be rendeied necessary.
——

Among the bills introduced into the
House on Moaday were the fillowing: -
[o tarther pro‘ect enployees of the gov-

ernment from politica! assessnen’s; to re-

duce interaal reveaus taxition ; to reduace
letter postige to two cen's;
internal revenue laws

the
; to abolish the ofi

to r»-;w;'
ces of assistant secretiry of warand navy:
to presarve thee'ective franc!
ish bribery

ise and pun-

and other offcnses agiinst a
free ballot.
——

Aribi Pacha was arrai tned in
martial convened
the 3rd inst. All the charges against the
insurgent chicf, except one, were aban-
doned by the prosecution. He was ar-
raigned upon the charge of rebellion, to
which he pleaded gnilty.
death was then passed upon him by the
court, which was subsequently commuted
by the Khedive to exile for life, with a
proviso that, if he ever returned to the
Egyptian dominions, the sentence of dea'h
shall be executed.

the court
for his trial at Ciiro on

A s:utence of

Arabi’s bearing before
the court martial issuid to have been very
dignified. It is thought he will be sent
to the Cape of Good Hope. T isreported
that the action of the Khedive in dealing
Arabi

among the religious

so severely with has created so

much indigna ion
party, of wnich Arabi wasa devoted lead-
er, that great feurs of the assassination of

the Kledive are entertained.

Anne Arunde county went for local
option at an election held on last Tuesday.
and now the legislators to Maryland’s an-
cient capital will have to revel on cold
water asd coffee.

Truly, a sad (?) pros-

3:gulated by zeal in the ser ccof party|

pect.

Arthud’s messageis |

stem, the efficiency |

that the appointing power ty these most | pa

INTERNAL REVENUE.

statement to Mr. Weed, Mor- |

gan should be separ

Csugeested that IN MEMORIAM

ated from Miller and placed
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