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~ SPRING & SUMMER

'CLOTHING

To fit the Largest or Small-
est Man or Boy
—in—

Charles countly.

fo
BETWEEN LEGIMATE ADVERTISING

And What is TERMED PUFFERY

THERE IS A WIDE DISTINCTION,

Washington.

Tte fiast mearely «xplains the 1eal merits of the goods)

sought to be sold.

ates those merits, if there be
What we

The second assuredly exagger:
any, or invents if there are ncne.

tout cur CLOTHIN G in the prints, and is dis-

seminated through othcr channels, is the plain un-

varnished truth.

g We ask you to call at cur est
the city, to ccnvince ycu of the truthfulness of our
assertion.

LIKES, BERWANGER & (0.,
NO. 310 SEVENTH STREET

Washington, ID. C.

Se KATZ ENS TELN,

MANAGER.

BEAR IN MIND

“=sTHAT THE:"

Family Shoe Store,
3(6 & £8 SEVENTH STREET, N. W.

WASHINGTON, D.C.
#& 18 |HE CHEAPEST PLACE TO EUY BOOTS, SHOES AND SLIPPERS,
OUR NEW PRICE LIST.

800 Pairs Infunts Shees frem. ... 10cts. up : 4 5 Pauirs Ladies benv) Sloes solid.. 4008, u;
760 ** (hildren’s Spring Heels. o e Rid ard Foaed Shees ... ..
950 ** Boysand Misses’ Sboes.. o sl Buttar LR,
275 “ Mn’s working Shocs. i3 Congress and luce... ..98cts. ¢
620 ** Cuipet Slippers.... o “ Ladies lasting.ce.ce. ceveene.. 29ct0, **
380 * hid Ty 4 2

2% Ludics .ow lutten, ties srd Slijparsar oll prices. Geuts. few Sleacsof all binés
sewcd Shoes s1.d Slippors a speciniiy.  Hundeliwe tancy cards given to all purchasers.

[IMILY $ROE STCRE, SC6 & SC8 Tth Street, N. W,
WASHINGTON, D. C.

J. KARNR,

|

Also Manutac.urer

629 Fa. Ave,

swie Agent for
RGUKFORD
Watch Co.

District Columbia,

and Dealer in
WATCHENS,
Chroncmeters

FINE JEWELR)

Key, Stem-win'g

WATC HES.

The best quick-train

All kinds of tine

Picces repmined

And warrauted

time-keeper made
Tine-kcepar 1o Senate & Houre of Representatives.

N DALTON

——GENERAL DEALER IN—

! Fine Boots and Shoes!

e

Popular Prices.

GO3 Pennsylvania Ave,
306 Oth Street

my 25-1y

} WASHINGTON, D. C.

Perry, Smoot & Co.,

——DEALERS IN—

Limber, Lime, Cement, Nails Shingles,

Ko. %5, Cor. Union & Cameron streets,
Alexandria, V A

' :

say a-| appreciaes riche

ablishment when in|

" Baltimore Advertisements.

THIN THINGS

FOR THE

THOUSANDS

)
i

inewcst and mest desirall e shades in Ser
|ges
Ihalrs. Drap D'E'e and worsted. Our as
| sortment of Alpaces, Pongee Suk and
| Seersucker Muits (all colors) wus never ap
{proacked in negnitude or vor.e'y betore
in this Nate.

In dusters we cap astonish you. We
bave them an all the best fubrics in Linen,
Mohuir, Alpuca, &c.

| Wealso bave tie lurgest Line «f Boys
{and Children’s Clothin g for Sunimier wear
ever shown.

! A Nepurute Doyartart for White and
Fancy which over
|are shown from 25 Cents to $5.00 11 Price

We amuys excadin get ine up Clothing
for Sunimer wear,und we sre proud of our

| magnificet ussortuent,

Furnishing Gewds.

VRIS L 1.OL0 Siyles

Our Furnisning Goods e partment con
{tains everything noeded in a gentleman's
wardrobe. No gentiomen | tuste wh
svd e f tabiric

| and style should nmss sceng our stock
| Remiewber, while thas asiorim o

tes rcee

1s lurge-

{1y compesed of the finest piados, we do
| ot usk fancy figures on w i cle article
|Our prices witd ler conprrscn with

‘i(Luse usually asked for cleiper goods,
| while in quality ard make up they wil
be found imwensely superior

5

|
|
|

We huve in cur cises Huts frem the
| most ce ebintcd mepufacturers in the
| United Stutes ard wme « ety sny Hat House
!m Faltinore fo shew Foer goods or better
{s'yles. Thoy wilstewyou Ligler priced
| Hats sud yeu sy thar k they are better
| because tie logh tored Hattors tell you
so, Lutthey e Cur disp Ly fstraw
| Huts cunpot Le cqualad or our luw prices
beat.

:l‘:.\(t'l>it'l Clothing Compn'y
|
S, W.CUR. BALTO. LIGHT 8T

Largest Establishment
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£6 8. Charles St., Baltimere.
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€ cnmeceen C /, vefocirilos

For Sale of Tobacio, Giain W |
| cunsignnents,
Lew It ] dem, 1o cnt 7T
gives Lis jrisiini w on tu des + &
F® CONSIGNY ENIS + Quich seivs
ang i'l'l». el e
Referenie —-C. Csnnon, Cashier iers

Nutivnel Bank

Hon Buwes Con pron, Laurel
ceupty, Md

Hon. Richard
Chatles Ce., Md.

hon. A. G.Chajmwan, La Plata, Charles
Md.

Hon. Rotert C
Mary's County, M4

Hen, Frderick Stepe, Court of

Auvspolis. Md

Privce Geo

H. Edelin, Port Tobacco

Co
Ceomls, Lecnardionn

\ppeals

WE CONFIDENTLY OFFER OUR

VICTOR FERTILIZER

to the Paimers for their TORBACCO (R(PS
this sensen. Jtisa SPECIALTY for TOBAC-
(O snd WHEAT. 1t will mske »s nuch to-
tucvo, sed of s floe quaiity »s wpy other
tertilizer, snd isequal 1o eny other foralic

rops
Send tor certificutes ;

Z& Our Wheat ard Corn Fertilizer
SPECIALTY for GRAIN CROPS

W We have the sole Agency for Ardren
Cee's Originsl An meninted Bone Phosplinte
as just improved for TORACCO . nd WHEAT
The valve of 1his Fertitizer is will-known as

beratofore prepored. With the imgrovement
of 1883 it is & thorcughly relinble TOSACCO
FERTLIZER.

For Tobuceo use our Victor or Coe's lmprov-
ed. For grain crops either o! the above or our
Wheat and Corn Fertilizer. Allin good con
dition.

FOR SALE BY
JOSEPH PRICE, Cross Roads, P. O
A M BRYAN. Pomonker, £
RIC TARD GOUGH, Newport,
FHORDERS SOLICITED.
March 30-3m

IRAM SIBLEY & CO.

TURNIP
SEED!

NEW CROP 7550

IN JULY!
Send for ||| CATALOCUE & PRICE LIST.

HIRAM SIBLEY & CO.
ROCHESTER N.Y. CHICAGO ILL.
179183 MAIN STREET,  200-206 Randolph St.

, Md

“ “

Steam Saw and Grist Mill,
Near La Plata Station,
ON THE BALT. & POTOMZ2C RAILROAD.

AM now prepured to furnish all kinds ot
BUILDING MATERJAL, FCST and RAIL,
and PAILINCS for Fences, LUGRHEAD S1D-
ING, HEA1 S und BOUFS; also ELCGSHEADS
alrcad) set up. The above can be obtained
eitker st my Mill ortiom T. R. Farravry, at La-
Platu Station, at greatly reduced prices.
Grirding day, Saturdays.
jan 12-1y* JOHN HOFFMAN

[ Half-lined and Ske'eten Suits in all the

alse, Blue Flunnels, Yaclht Cloth, Mo-

HSTS & CAPS.

kind, would be much more likely to
spread a pair of bovine wings and fiy
away than allow herself to be milked
by a boy.

“He can’t do it,” she said to Miss
Abivail, who presently brought her
knitting work in the kicken. *I'he
heifer’tl send him sky-high.”

But Lie could and e did.
appearcd in the doorway,

fiviginal - Porlry,

Written for the Port Tonacco Tives

REVERIE
Tis midoight and the houschic
{Is wrapt inslumter deep
| While I alone in my chamber

| ai Soon he
| Lie silently und weej

lis

LOer jovs which have torever own, ' patl
And loved ones gone before brimming with snowy foam.

W hose fuces 0t | think | see, “Well T never,” ejaculated  I'ru-
But their voices nevermone dence. .

Will cheer my s 8 ‘Non didn? - A < "
Asin the days of ¥« didu’t think could?” said

the boy, smiling brightly

ast uight my motl

In whispered words of cheer “No, I didn’t,” admitted Prudence;

ed to the door.

“l dunno,” answered P’rudence

Barry heard and turned. I guess
it's because you leave the old blossoms
on,” lie said, hesitatingly. “Mother
used to say I must pick the blossoms
off one year, if I wanted any next.”

And then be went out of the gate,
closing it carefully behind him, and
along the moist, brown highway.

“I'hat isa very uncommen boy,”
said Miss Abigail, looking after him
with serious eyes.

“Yes,” assented Prudence
clever 'nough little chap—for a boy.”

“To think of his knowing about the

“he’s a

'\‘:‘3" {‘l“.".f‘:“_'}'“'fl“"“." ot . and straightway, in her astanishment, l”i“('»‘"-.' continued Migs "_“‘“r;“ll niedi-
BNl SR AL b . she added to his fare a segment ot tatively. ¢l must cut off all the flow-
Ner cause one falling rhutarb pie. ers this spring. _
Her voice iike sweetest u “Wasn't there a tit of cheese left ‘An’ he got as geod a mess o’ milk
g Mg o w dinner?” asked Miss Abigail. from the heifer a8 | could ha’ done
I Prudence the there was, and myself with a well hand,” Prudence
Dic t oice mothey while = was ing it from the went on.

My dresmless thoughts untold cellar the Loy gave himself a healthy “Yes, he would Lave been handy
{\h:‘,i‘!"b % ol g crubbing at the pump, coming in about milking and getting the woed
g X from his ablutions fresh and ruddy as | for you, suid Miss Abigail.

My acking ' a rose. He was very hungry, there ‘An” bringin® the letters from the
.\'.\.v-( a drewiny sleep is o was 1o doubt of that. e looked at postcflice,” proceeded Prudence. ‘It’s
& . llnl“‘”’” Miss Ab gail with a deprecating smile a g« n.wi piece over to the village in

th F ce carried off the bread plate muddy waikin.
eoing . d replenishing. ‘So 1t is,” suid Miss Abigail. She
t weet "said he. “This ga? eflectively alc L:_:!L- road which

“".: : -f: EotBing. pan i since morning wound, scrpentime, to the little ham-

i i . shonnd let a mile away. Barry was climbing
Our cherish 5 MissAd il the vhi‘i. a mere, |1|2!l.1. i!-l‘.xl_\' r]u«v}\.
No aching bearts " ber who g in the distance, as he was a mere in-
ARS huppion r Sondh ',‘)_’ ‘l'-‘:l.‘xA significant atom in the great body of
Al life's path. Huw Bumanity. Miss Abigail's eyes hHuI:
W IS ¢ ht of this little ‘We nt l...l\" ke lili{l!l, rlu‘:u.ul.
iy E— - b ' “Taiu’t too lute yit?” putin Pru-
My ‘.Pf- .w»; ™ should “I}',‘ &

£ i x3 s I'he two women lcoked into each

,-..“‘.(“h ther eyes. : h

v b ke ‘It you could make him hear,” began

— g i N Miss Abigail.

"y Tl i ol For answer Prudence strode to the
8Cross his piate w e AT fia dame - ety -
precision wi t pleased Miss Abi l“:(” and senta long, quavering cry

< & 2 see and then he glunced fron J".'If ‘l-.n\x_}:
;f[“t étnlu ]‘,I : - But the hey were watch-
a Jodded stead _" on.
P QTR 1 “Gimme the old tin born out’er the
l;\l‘l‘\ Hl"\l‘ I}'"\l). \ " A 'anl,.\l.rr.\:\‘:gu:i.t.ﬂ}-dlHl\i(tl(‘(‘,
r lexcerted! 1
WHAT AN OLD TIN HORN ',A\ e i b e Miss Abigail, stzid spinster that she
Miss Al Borr wos o little|dence. “Did I ¢ . was, without a thought of the ludi-
".r.;\‘x ‘\"'“- < '\\.‘ Ry ‘y P b Mics Abion I L}I-}e'IH"}I«l'-«.‘l.‘_’.l::hlnIl,l‘
!‘;:“r'l':.‘;".;" “‘ :'"I; ) I'-.“\ shortly A . ¢ was strans A lZ-l..:".n'.lw‘-'\: thie 'l.:-ll}.il-|ll.i'\>
.Al."-:u:z;.nx.i«:.. work, Prudence, evough that she vot Lelp think [\A;' A; v { ‘,”l.ril"':lf::;
sharp of 1wcngue, leng of visage IPE 8gain of that Iy life which bad |} "0 " o ‘,lx l.
browner and ¢ Lan the mistress blighted in bud so long bef '“ % ~( e o
» 1 1 st . sileb e, Al sl
herself. ‘I here was votbing of grace, “How farare you going " she asked e i ot hillsiae o
uty, nor sweetness about Miss “I don’t krow maam.”’ hills g R
life; everythinrg was dry, and  “Aud where have you come from ™| " 00 "5 ey
and husky. Tudeed, some people 17 d Miss Abigal. 1l ,“. \.:, ot h,:‘“HL o
g0 uncharntabie as to say that Trescoil malam. '\!".‘l:"“‘z‘“:' H_ ‘... ""Il"i‘ I'rodence
Ler heart was like a very much dried i mouths ago. ere  was fiourished the horn in- frantic iie
i gty gy s ol - l.‘l\: S ety p “'l‘:'?» l i l[n,:v 'u.»“u |m‘|x.‘-lx'.l c(l\\.-’:_i-.
Fattie :' "l" "‘l'" t .“ *‘[."*{ n '-:"" : ‘ : : :‘ l" i I_“‘El'i;:‘!“:: .:““" penee; and then Prudence turned to
revgh,  But 1 neves 6 baligvesi A R a5 Srebay Yo g S Miss Abigail, standing by the gyte.
that always sund there wasa Was | A 1elaid, and b B8l .He's p ack ? sle said
soft spet in Miss Abigail's heart, tobe 1Reite 8 Ee kad lived it \l\lub,“‘]:l,l‘,:‘ il‘.‘.h,‘ 3 .‘.‘.\;H‘ the
fcurd mhen the me cun find it | Trescott 1 tme--he and Ly Axv l;\.u“ d :l.'w ('l.ﬁ-
Oue sprivg twilight mother; they werevery peor,tut they| Lo "yyieo Abiguil was waiting on the
Miss Abigail's gaic bad hept s hittle home toge o L =
ot o° g 2 2 1 jorci
e vy ? e b Sk wothed for e ttah " *We made up cur micds to keep
ghing i ( - " x.l N nomes \ \ vou,” saul she, *so long us you don’t
hved atout apeistoewn or Le wo u $ "e's o g i } le
Lot i:\e- yil Vel :ln I am sure, erf. Aud be lad 1o £ ‘.:‘,““ sy h.!)".'. " eried Be
- s : A . o = e el o - B ok ) that K you, maam. Cried Barry.
"IIJ.'.Avr suke, lr--"~ having OF 8" ; I ‘Iudecd, I'll try to please you.
l"l‘"’*’ to vunture lor He was ur ’4‘. !l,‘vl ":"l 4 h Dcrcos Sta ] am sure bhe haus succecded ; for the
npt, starved pg hittle spect \ " . (LR BT W San 1 i i 1
:nl-z,"\il ;L.num'.\uhli s ccat ul..z- a lesa spells Le eaid e wanted to try| 2 50F :,A‘;.t“h,‘tl '!“‘:1“(‘1X:.i.LL\\“x‘lli’-
world to hng sid pached at the el | Bt I hey were going to bind me ’\11“.' \.\:l .,.l.”\‘,‘; »‘:;Ai\\"lxl’.l'l‘“ ~u¢i
bows; znd his trousers were a world cut tol m, sud £0 1 ren "“_’_‘.'“ ;.,“'1 ,._;:.lvl‘.“'j\‘.::i‘,‘\T.”.: "n.l,-l\'
tco short and patched at the knees “Nene to blame, nuther,” interpos ”I‘lvT:A(.‘..),l-."'x ‘.;.‘;,,.'\‘l}‘.‘;‘].;.i
His Lat was guiltiess of brim and ¢ e, with a great deal of em-| % e \ll“l. ;:.‘.,I,‘,,-,‘,A‘l,ll‘.”d ”'] ;‘}-t.s
thiough a bole in the crown bobbed a) phusis.  “I've scen cid Staples, down el : e at 1 .:.
s e . lio Tresce winter attenus ell‘t.ll at the village
httle tuft of hair which bad once | 1€ St fhias 2 . where hie i1s in excellent repute. He|
been brown, but was now wofuily] “c® [hal Toan Lol shin & WOUEC . "o lnal so faithful and helpful and
fuded. He went straight up to -“;P-f ) ‘“i;' - i "'X e e hance | K1nd ihat P'rudence 1s fain to apothe-
Abigail’s porch stepe.  Miss Abigail B (“‘,‘ b _“,".‘ . S "lf'” matize the horn ufter this fashion:
was gitting on the porch in ber high- :: :A;'\ “l'!'l“L“".": “,‘r'; ll"__;‘r' ::l h‘:,"_ ‘Harnsome is as barnsome does; an’

backed chair so ntent on !

rocking

3 y Vot the - 1901
l,l,l}il’g off her s \l\il.;_' heel that she !‘,“' L “‘» ! el Lem buek sturdily.
Leard meither the click of the gate But there den’t anybady seem to
lateh nor tie fo tsteps on the bard Wwant me.

Miss Abiguil was moved more than
she would have cured to own by this
recital Even to her, who lived for
sclf so long, there was something -
descitbabiy pititul in the thought of
this wanderer battling alone
with the world, bufleted by fortune,
drifting here cor there, as chance
might dictate. It bhad grown dark
now—the lumps bad long since been
hghted; and there were nutterings ol
distant thunder in the air.

“It's going 1o ran , suird Miss Abi-
gail, “You reedn’t £0 Z--l‘:._h('._\u(.
may :!v\l' i the Joft.”

Barry thanked her.

ircdden path, and she did not look uj
until the boy's figure interposed itseil
between 1 er work and the fading sun-
set light.

He doffed his tattercd hat crown.

“If you please, ma'am, will you—
may | have s mething to eat?”

It was not at all a tramp’s manner
of :sking; there was a manhness n
the voice which Miss Abigml could
not help but notice.  Perbaps that
was the reascn she leoked at the boy
sharply for a moment before she an
swered  In that moment, Prudonce,
tall and angular, stood in the door,
with a ghaw! thrown over ber head.
and Ler right hand swathed with eoft
cotton,

“1'll haveto git Jonas Barrew’s maz
to do the milkin’,” said she. I can’t.
I've Lurncd my band that bad.”

The boy looked up quickly.  “Cun’t
I—cculd I milk for you?”

As | bave iutin at d, Prudence did
not like toyg; and that she sometimes

lexpreescd her dislike in a very lorer-
{tle manner many of the village wichins
lcould testify  Now, she surveyed this
[ boy, etar ding by the porch eteps, from
[his bare brown feet t Nis brown head,
{not furgetting the liv. - tuft, in dumb (
|astonishment. ' my sujper—1 eat such a lot,” he said,
| “You might let him try, Prodence o0 Tve £ it scme Kindlings, and 'l
jauid Miss Abicuil, thinking ratherinnlk for you this morning it you want
[dubiously of tLe naveus, mouse-color- | me te.” »
| Pruderce lrought the milk jail
] chored om a teim all Just sum- without a word  But when she had
[mer,” explained the Loy, eagerly, prepared  Miss  Abigail's  morning
[glancing from mistress to maid. ) mical, she made resdy a good substant
{want some supper, and Ul Le gind toiul bieakfast for Farry, also. )
|do something to pay forit.” he bhad eaten it Le took up his hat
\ “Well you kin try it,” said I'ru-lerown.
{dence, after a momentary deliberation.|  “Go cut the way you came in,” said
{ It’s better’n begging a favor, anyhow.” | Prudence, “'r else you’ll bring bad
She led the way to the kitchen, and | luck.”
took a shining tin pail from the dies-|  Barry gave a little incrcdulous
ser. {laugh, but he went out to the porch.
“Here’s the milk pail,’ che said to| Mies Abigail was there taking deep
the boy, who stood waiting; “an’ the| breaths ot the fresh air, and she bade
cow’s 1n the yard yonder. Pay-day/him a kind “Good moruing” as he
comes when the work’s done.” ‘l\\cnl off the step and down the path

And Prudence smiled grimly as ehe | again between the lilacs, exuberant in
went about setting out a lunch of growth but meager in bloom.
brcad and butter and cold meat. She| *1 wonder why my lilacs do not
‘elt morally certain that the flighty flower more freely.” ~ T'his Mies Abi-
Alderney heifer, nscd only to woman- ! gail gaid te Prudence, who had follow-

little

s

The storm broke with great violence.
And while Miuss Abigwl listened to
the shurp peals of the thunder and
pourirg of the 1ain sgainst the win-
dows ste thought of the lonely little
way furer in the stible lolt with a new.
strange throb of pity.  Morning cume,
merry with bird song and ghstening
with myriads of ram diops. Prudence
waus up betimes, but, carly as 1t was,
ghe beard the sound of an ax 1 the
wood shed s aud when she opened thie
door Barry smiled at her from his post
by tle choj ping bloek.

“l don’t think 1 paid enough fo

‘ed Alderney in the ymd.

W Len!

vou're descrvin’ of bed o' velvet, old

horn, for the good deed you done
that day.
- -0 >
Young Housekeepers.

No young lady should be willing to
assume witely respensibilitics er obli-
natiors until she is fully capable of]|
taking charge c¢f a bouse. Sone sen-|
sible person has said that household
cccupations are in themselves an in-|
telicctual and meral exercise of ne
mean importance, after which any|
tady has cnough surplus time for
books ard the arts.

We fully cndorse the sentiment, and |
ble:s the inprovemcnt in our female
colleges, many of which beast a whole- |
seme department of domestic econemy. |

{ In the marrage outfit of the eldest

daughter, Low nany a mother hLas

been foreed to the sacritice of her own|
jpersonal euse and comfort in giving

up ber old expearience ccok to relieve

the yoarg mistress of a burden of - |
barrusment and trouble that would

otherwise fall npon her untrained
shoulders.  But even with this admir
able auxiliary (new alnost cbgolete
since the extinction of slavery), there
will be cppressive miner eures, duties
and snxietes requining a szerificee of
time und euse that the misticss may!
fuot be willing at all tines to yield
unmu muringly. .

Be she ever so Lappily andowed
with that enviable fuculty of tuking
things lightly and patiently, ever es-
timuting little mishaps at their full
cost and no more, she will still find
her position one of trial and embarr
assment. There must Le a regular
sud general method in everthing if
[ thritt, order and neainess |-n‘\uil‘ It!
Is vain to enjoin early rising, and
cconouy in pantry and cuisine, if the
mistress be unpuctual and extrava-
|gant, and servants are never slow in
{learning that she does not practice
‘what she teaches.

. Let no young housckeepers despise
industrial activity and a personal ex-|
ecution of all the rules instituted for
Ithe general welfare of her establish-
ment.  Then and vot until then, will
|we see comfort, happiness and pros-
perity.

|  ————

i What nien wunt is not talent—it is
purpose. :

w

lwas

celect Reading,

The Bad Boy.

‘I hear your Uncle Ezra is here on a
visil,” said the grocery man to the bad
boy. ‘I suppose you have been having
a high old time.
that does a boy more good than to
have a nice visit with a good uncle,
and hear him tell about old times when
he and the boy’s father were boys to-
gether

‘Well, I don’t kvow about it,” said
the boy as he took a stick of macaroni
and began to blow paper wads through
it at a woodsawyer who was filing a
saw out side of the door. *‘When a
boy who has been tough has got his
pins all set to reform, 1 don’t think it
does him any good to have a real nice
uncle come to the house visiting.
Anyway, that’s my experience. Ihave
backslid the worst way, and it is going
to take me a month, after Uncle Ezra
goes away, to climb up to the grace
that 1 have fallen from. It is darn
discouraging,” suid the boy as he look-
ed up to the ceiling in an innocent
sort of a way, and hid the macaroni
under his coat, when the woocdsawyer,
who had been hit in the neck, dropped
liis saw and got up mad.

*What's the trouble? Your uncle
has the reputation where ne lives of
being cne of the pillars ol society.
But you can’t tell about these fellows
when they get away from home.  Does
he drink?

‘No, he don’t drink, but as near as
I can figure it he and pa were about
the worst, pills in the box when they
were young. I don’t want you to re
prat it, but when pa and ma were mar-
ried they eloped. Yes, sir, actually
run away, and defied their parents, aud
they had to hide atout a week for fear
ma’s futher would fill pa so full of cold
lead that he wounld sink if he fell in
the water. Pa has been kicked over
the fence, and chased down alleys
dezeus of times, by Ma’s grandfather
when he was sparking me, and ma was
aterror too, ‘cause her mother couldn’t
do anytbing with her, though she is
awful precise now, and wants every-
body to be good. Why ma’s mother
used to warm her ears and shake the
daylights out of ber, but it didn’t do
any geod.  She was mashed on pa, and
there was no cure for her exeept to
have pu preseribed for her as a hus-
tand, and they ran away. Uncle Ezra
told me all about it.  Ma haint got any
patipee with girts now days that have
minds of their own about fellows, and
she thinks their parcnts cught to have
all the say. Well, maybe she thinks
she knows all about 1t. But when
people get in love it is the same now
as 1t wus when pa and ma werc trying
to keep out of the reach of my grand-
father’s shotgun.  But pa and Unele
Fzra aund p.a are geod friends, and
they talk over old times aud have a
big laugh. 1 guess L'uclglﬁzra was
too much for ya in joking when
they were boys, ‘cause pa told me that
all rules agaiust joking were EUSpL‘u(L
¢d while Uvcle Exra was bere,‘and
for me to play anything on him 1
could. 1 told l.“ I was trying to lead
a different life, but he said what 1
wanted to do was to make Uncle Ezra
think of old times, and the only way
was to keep him on the ragged edge.

thought if there was ull)‘1b11’g 1
could do to make it pleasant for my
tnele; it was my duty to do it, so 1
fixed the bed slats on the spare bed so
they would fall down at 2 A. M. the
first night, and then retired. At two
o'cleck 1 heard the awfulest noise iv
the spare room, and a howling and
screaming, and I went down and met

| Uncle Ezra in the ball, and he asked

me wLat was the matter in there, and

|1 asked him if be didn’t sleep in the

spare recom and he said no that ma
aud pa was in there, and he slept in
thar rocm. Then we went in the
spare 1oom, and you'd a dide to see pa.
Ma hid jumped out when the slats
first iell, and was putting ber bair up
in curl papers when we got in, but pa
was all tangled up in the springs and
things. His bad gone down first, and
the mattiesses and quilts rolled over
on him, and he was almost smothered,
und we had to take the bed stead down
to get him out, the way you have to
unhainess a horse when he runs away
and falls down, before you can get him
up. Pa was mad, and Uncle Ezra
luughed at him, and told bim le was
only toundered, and all he v anted was
a bran mush and scme horse liniment
and be would come all right. Uncle
Fzra went cut in the hall to get a pail
of water to throw on pa, ‘cause ke
said pa was ulire, when pa asked me

(why in bluzes 1 didut fix the other bed

sluts, and 1 teld bim 1 didn’t know as
they were going to change beds, and
then pa said den’t let it oceur agaiu.
Pa luys cverything to me. He is the
nost changeable man I ever saw. Ile
told ne to do everything Uncle Ezra
wantcd me to, und then when I help-
¢d Urcle Ezra to play a joke on pa,he
mad. Say, 1 don’t think this
world is run right, do you? I haven’t
got much time to talk to you to-day,
‘cause Uncle Ezra and me are going
fishing, but don’t it strike you that it
is queer toat parents trounce boys for
doing just what they did themselves.
Now, I have got a friend whose father
is a lawyer. That]awyer would warm
his body if he should tell a lie, or as-
sociate with anybedy that was bad,
and yet the lawyer will defend a man
he knows is guilty of stealing, and
get bim clear and take the moncy he
got from the thief, who stole it, tc
buy the same boy a new coat to wear
to church, and he will defend a man
who committed murder, and make an
argument to the jury that will bring
tears to their eyes, and they will clear
the muiderer. Queer, ain’t it? And
say, how is it we send missionaries to

There is nothing!
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Burmah to convert them from heath-
enism, and the same vessel that takes
the missionaries there carries from
Boston a cargo of tin gods to sell to
the heathen! Why wouldn’t it be
better to send the missionaries to Bos-
ton? I think the more a boy learns
the more he gets mixed.’

‘Well, how’s your theatre? Iave
any of the great actors supported you
lately?’ said the grocery man, to change
the subject.

‘No, we are all offon vacation. Booth
and Barrett and lots of the stars
have gone to Europe, and the rest
work down to less high-toned places.
Some of the theatrz girls are waiters
at summer resorts, and lots are visiting
relatives on farms. I§tell you, it
makes a difference whether the rela-
tives are visiting you or you visiting
them. Actors and actresses feel aw-
fully when an old granger comes to
the town where they are playing ana
wants to see them. They are asham-
ed of his homespun clothes and cow-
hide boots, and they want to mecet
him out in an ally somewhere, or in
the basement of the theatre, g0 the
other actors will not laugh at their
rough relatives, but when the season
is over, an actor who can remember
a relative out on a farm is tickled to
death, and the granger is all right
enough there, and the actor does not
think of the rough, nutmeg grater
hauds, and the blistered nose, as long
as the granger relative will put up
fried pork and things, and ‘support
the actor. My Uncle Ezra is pretty
rough, and it makes me tired some
times when I am down town with him
to have him go into a store where
there are girl clerks and ask what
thiugs are for, that I know he don’t
want, and make the girls blush, but
he is a good hearted old man, and he
and me are going to make a mint of
money during vacation. He lives
near a summer resort hotel, and has a
stream that is full of minnows, and
we are going to catch minnows and
sell them to the dundes for fish bait.
He says some of the fellows will pay
ten cents a piece for minnows, so if
we sell a million minnows, we make a
fortune. 1 am coming back in Sep-
tember and will buy out your grocery.
Say, let me have a- pound of raisins,
auva I'll pay you when I sell my un-
cles minnows.”— Peck’s Sun.
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Bashful Beaux.

We seriously pity the bashful young
man who is in love, and just now
tirere 1s & plet Jects for our
serious pity hereabouts. We often
worder what the deuce they talk
about, when they talk at all, and how
they talk it, these beardless boy beanx,
who sport the manly air and these
sweet young misses, just out of short
‘rocks aud not yet out of school, or at
least ought not to be, ifthey are. We
bave several times quietly watched
these as the gage d’amour would pass,
and we have been several times aston-
ished, but our interest never abated.
There is the bashful boy and the boy
who isn‘t a bit bashful. Their ap-
proaches to tbe -objective point of at-
tack is widely different. The last fel-
low, self-poised, self-reliant and res-
olute, pitches valiantly in and closes
matters at once one way or the other.
It is not so with with him of the bash-
ful blush. His glances are full of
love and his sighs are the wailings of
desperate distress. ‘Ah me, if I only
could, and she only would,” he seems
to think and thinking almost to say.
He is setting at an inconvenient dis-
tance from her, presently he looks
timidly around the room to see if any
one is looking at him; satisfied in
that particular, he undertaKes a stra-
getic move and gently, oh! so gently
slides his chair in  the desired direc-
tion, he halts for awhile, pull at his
shirt coller first one side, then the
other, tugs at the streaming ends of
his iond necktie, twists all the starch
out of his handkerchief, and the hand-
kerchief itself into a mere string as
he winds and coils it about his tremb-
ling, hands he hesitates muchly, looks
around again, but at last thinking no
observant eye is upon him, he says,
‘Ahem,” and business begins. The
shy little she blushes, bashfally too,
but always beantifully, then smiles,
then perhaps assumes indignatioo,
but presently she gets nervous also,
and punishes her fan very unnecessar-
ily; we are always sorry for the poor
fans vader such embarrassing circum-
stances, for theshy little maidens will
pluck at them, bite at them and al-
most cat them, but at last she proves
herseli a ‘consenting she’ perhaps or
may be a gracefully declining Helen,
who in touching sympathy said, ‘For-
give, be generous and depart.’

Not That S:r.tzf a Ranch.

~Mr. O'Hagan has a sheep ranch on

tne Medina. A stranger drove up to
his place the other duy. The stranger
hud broken some part of his wagon,
and wanted to borrow a monkey-
wrench. When the stranger shouted
‘Hello” Mrs. O’'Hagan (Mr. O’Hagan
being from home) came out to the
fence.

‘Wie gichts. Dot was.a fine morn-
ing to day. It vas a monkey-wrench
I vanted to find, und dose beoples at
dot house pelow dolds me already dot
you keeps a monkey-wrench.’

‘Holy Moses! Kape a monkey ranch!
Ye dirty spalpeen. Ye miserable,
low-lifed blaggard, to be accusin, a
dacent woman of kapin’ an establish-
ment av that character. A monkey
ranch, is it yer lookin’ for. I’'m
thinkin’ from yer looks that thats’s
about the kind av ranch you would
feel at home in. Get out av here, an’
if ye don’t scatter dirt behind ye putty
quick its an illiphant ranch ye’ll be
thinkin’ ye have struck, an’ that the

illiphants are stampadin’ over yer
ngly carcass.’— Texas Siftings,




