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6. OBER & M COMPANY.
STANDARD FERTILIZERS.

ROBERTOBER, JOHN A. HAMILTON, JOHN K. OBER,
Piesident. Vice-President. Sec’y and Tress.

G. OBER & SONS COMPANY.
MANUFAC T U RERB.AN D PROPRIETORS

OF 1 HE HIGH STANDARD

¦Ail momated Super-Phosphate of Lime,

Dissolved South Carolina Bone Phosphate,
‘ Special” Tobacco Compound,

Pure Dissolved Bone,
Land Plaster, and all Feitilizing Materials.

OFFICE, 89 EXCHANGE PLACE,

Factory, Locust loini BALTIMORE.

I deem it tn'iiVy sr.j (ifiuous to say hnytliirg of tire quality of our Pertili/tts as

tley have stred surer sslu ly a test of nearly £7 veins anti no FERTILIZER PAN
bhl W BETTER FIELD RP SILTS.

Sifl'ce it io say the company usrs tlie mr st improved labor saving machinery and
tie Rest crude mafrr ai paying cash for same. \\ ith 'fuse advantages lam prepared
; o < fftr to tie FAKNELS of Southern Marylatd. our High S andard Fertilizer* ai

prices that defy competion for the same class of gt.ods. i feel truly grateful to my
liiu.ds and tus umtis for their vtry liberal patronage in the past and hope by keep-
ii g our goods up to their known high standard 1 may merit a continuance of tne
same. lam now making my usual trip through Southern Maryland and should 1
fail to see all of my customers, please remember that all responsible orders sent direct
to the tirm will receive prompt attention. Youis vtry truly.

Q/c/tn dJ/oya.

1104-LIGHT ST WHARF £
Mbs. BAL.TIWORE.;-

Washington. Washington.

BEAR D MIND
“SaTHAT THE*S~

Family Shoe Store,
£C6 &£OB SEVENTH STREET, N. W.

WASHINGTON, D. C.
, IS THE CHEAPEST PLACE TO BUY BOOTS, SHOES AND SLIPPERS.

OIIJ NEW KICK LIST.

BCO Fails Infants Fliers freni lOrts up • 4r
5 Piiis Li df fieri SI ns folic’...4Crls. op

160 “ C hildren’s Spring Htels..etfts. “
• 376 “ Kid ard Fosed Shoes 73el#. “

tSO “ Boys and Missts’Shots...73cts. “
• 550 “ “ “ Hutton 98ets. “

275 “ >b n’s w otking Shots 73cls. “ • 240 “ C'orgrtss and lace 98els. “

620
“ Carpel Slippei? 37cts. “

\ 329 “ Ladies lasting 29cts. “

380 “ Kid ** “ 43cts. “

:

%Ss3 I i diis .f w 1 nttt n, ti ss i d Slij ifat ail j i Un. Ct ms. It w i It.• of all lit ds. H
sewed t l ets and S!i jptrs a sj.t i intiy. Hi r.dst n e luicv cards girt nto all purchasers.

U MILY *KCE &TCRE, £C€ & £CB 7th Street, N. W.
WASHINGTON, D. C.

J.

629 Pa. Ave., Also M“nn,ariur"

rt for
and en l*r i°

KGCKFOHD WATCHES,

Watch. Co. Chronometert,

District Columbia, FINE JEWELRY
Key, Stnu-win’g ..... .

...Allkinds of time

WAT C HES.
T he best quiek-train

time-keeper made And warranted

Time-keeper to Senate & House of Representatives.

Peppy* Smoot & Co.,
DEALERS IN

lumber,Lime,Ceient,Hails, Shingles,
No. 25, Cor. Union & Cameron streets,

Alexandria, Ya

rn port uobarro Sinus
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EXCELSIOR’S
HEW SUITS

—FOR—-

fall anti pin to
ARE—

Ready for You.
New Fall Overcoats.
New Winter Overcoat#.
Boys' Mut# to rough it in.
Youth#’ Suit# you look dressed in.
Men's Suit# you look best in.

lunusjpg <SdW>s.
i Our stock contains everything in vogue
; in the way of Shirts, Underwear, Hose,

i Collars, Cuffs, Handkerchiefs, Suspenders,
• Sleeve Hu tors and Scurf Pins, while in
|choice and fashionable Neckwear we offer
i to the public the tim st makes a’ prices that
cannot fail to please. In short ur Fur-
nishii g Hoods Department contains every-
thing needtd in a gentleman'# wardrobe.
Phase nnumber that our prices are the
very lowts'.

HATS & CAPS.
Tbe exhibit in this Department will

beggar description. Hundieds and hun-
gk ds ot novel staple sty lee and colors and
shapes. We have ransacked the lactones
of the roost celebrated makes in order to
secure the rm>st beautiful specimen# of
Head Gear tor Old Men and Ynusg Men,
lor Youths and for t bildren. Come and
sec tbe styles. Ye>u wilt not be coaxed to

f buy, but if you should invest a dollar it
will go a# far as a dollar# fifty in any Hat
Store in Baltimore.

BOOTS & SHOES.
We have the Largest anil Best Selected

Stock of Ladies'Slie'cs, Gentle me o's Shoe*.
Misses’ Shoes. Boy's Shoe# ami Children’s
Shoes in Baltimore It i# impossible te>
give an idea e,f tbe extent ol our stock to
tbi se w ho have never visi’ed our Shoe De-
partment. We are bound up by no one
manufacturer. V\ e purchase on'y where we
can get the best goods for our money.
You w ho read this examine our stock and
do likewise.

Ladies' and Gentlemen's She e Depart-
ments separate

“Excelsior”
Clothing Compang,

S. W, ( OR. BA I,TO. LIGHT STS
Largest Establishment

IN—-

MARYLAND.
J*o. H. Fowls*. R. at .V Fowls# 1

liamifi. mill fi twill
GENERAL

CCMMISSIC N MIEC HANTS

No. 106 S. Charles Street, 1
Unit imore.

Particular allenlico given to the In.peetiot i
aad fate o' TOBACCO; the sale of GRAIN !
and all Country PRODUCE. FERTILIZER ,
IMPLEMENTS and Farm Supplies, Ac., fur-
nished vt Agents prices.

Oct. 29, 1875.

W. H. Muuit. J. F, Mmli

W. H. MOORE & 00..
GROCERS AND

COMMISSION MERCHANTS,
No. 105 S. Charles St.,

BALTIMORE.

Particular attention given to the in
on and sale of TOBACCO, tbe sale of GRAIN
and all kinds oj COUNTRY PRODUCE,
ih 26-

FIND WATCH REPAIRS
—ATTUADE PIEICES

Cleaning $1,50. Mainspring $1,50.
Warranted for one year by the English
Watchmaker,

JOBN B. HARE,
No. 63 FA YETI'E AY.

Opposite Bat num’s Hotel, Baltimore.
CHEAPEST 3TOCK INTHE CITY.

dc 17-ly.

NgSULBS
| OF THEM

fe FLOifsrs m
AMATEURS.

Dutch Bulba, Japan
Bulba, mach Bulb*,

_ . American Bulb*. Ate
flanta tor Ommhmisa#

11 and Window (tedaa*

SIBIfT 1CO./M||_ annasu,FREE! Bocheater,N.Y.k Cbiea#o,DL

Special Notice-

Steam Saw and Crist Mill,
Near La Plata Station,

ON THE BALT, k POTOMZC RAILROAD.

JAM now prepared to furnish all kinds of
BUILDING MATERIAL, POST and RAIL,

and FAILINGS for Fences, HOGSHEAD SID-
ING, HEADS and HOOPS; also HOGSHEADS
already set up. The above can be obtained
either at my Millor from T. R. Farrall, at La-
Piata Station, at greatly reduced prices.

Grinding day, Saturdays. ,

jan 12-ly* JOHN HOFFMAN

ACARD.

Dr. Titos. A. Carrico respect-
fullyannounces to the public that be has

resi med the practice of medicine, end will
give tbe best attention le can command t

'all (bks eniiusted to binare. 1

\YUUHWAKI) & LOTHKUP.

S2l Ptcnsylvania Ave.,

WnMliiiiKfon,

IY, C.

(|HOUSEKEEPIN6;

DEY GCO 1!
______ __ [

!tM Mleacbetl r-lieellng, at 25 cents per van!, i

The Greatest Bargain ever oftreil over
our Counter.

-

\ar<l W i,le Kruwn Cotton, only b>. eta. per yartt.

ant W kle HUacbid Colton, only T cla |<er yard, j

Elegant Quality fir the Price.

> iuli*all Uurn .SKi.trh f rush * j urt* ttux.'.S
inches wWp ; Imih ui HkiMlutlaim!

Hkll HU hciiHi lor only
cupr.7rd,

IJJiO yartU extra quality Ktuaia Cra.6. I*> In-'
die* w Itie U>r a cei; la |er yard.

BARGAINS IN TOWELS.
3t IXmn Loom Ivimaak Towel.

.OSI.T
ONE DOLLAR (?LOO) HER DOZEN.

8W boxen Ukioi Iwmaak Tuvrh,
Extra alae amt quality ~r tlie price, |IJB pr. tit.*. !

BARNSLEY KITCBEN TOWELS
ll*> Iktaeti Rarnalry Kitchen Toweta, extra larar

•Ur, 2x;w uicbn, IT, cent, eat It.

TurkUt> Path Tt wela ntinced fn m J2.OS per
Ut u n to U', cellla each.

Extra Large Buck Towel,
I with 1 amuk centre and tonici, ate 28**1,alii

while, at 21 ,-enlv r<-h.

Handkerchiefs frem Auction
AT IXTRCMCI.T

LBl PIHIS
j Children a llandkrrrhiefa. all Dim n h, mimil t

cent#, icenla; < h< SV c at* aid X for 16 fetlta *

l 1 atlu-. All I.iiu n liandkerrhlefa. h< mmetl anti*
ht ntalHrhetl a bite, colored and ranrvta.tr-
delrtl I# and 12 cent, each,

| Some ofthe t hoirrst /withrs ere r shown
in the fT/jr.

ALL LINEN Fruit DOYLEYS
#• cent, per ikwti.

Special lot of German Napkins’
30 11 tt n lulleelvrye Clin an I'# mark Na,ktna

?oft Onlali, only |1 (> pr tloo u.

Extra Size German Napkins
soil finish. JT lirrh *tulextra htuvr at

onljr ik.ju.

PiIITO^IIITSII^IUTS!
PrintN I Z

Warrantetl fael colors,only Scent*.

I*l*lAlt8 ! !

Warranted fact colors, only *?, eta.

New le Cjrln(*-hniiiH,
, eta.. Seta., 10 cm. and I**,per yard.

INFORMATION
A# TO OKDKRIXG

Goods, Samples, etc., etc.
Merchandize weighing not otrr four

povmh may be sent by mail as fourth class
matter, unsealed, and trithovt written mat-
ter inside, at the rate of one cent fer ounce.
Customers may. however, write their iu 1
name and address on the ouUide of the
package.

Person# ordering good# without mv.jdes, by
stating the price am) sty e of goods

desired, may re y on our sending
tin m the best art it le the mar-

ket affords ut the price
given. If goods are

lo be torwardid
by mail

i he
amount

of postage
necessary shou’d

be forwarded. Iu case
too much is sent, the balance

• ill be returned to sender by the
same mail that goods ordered are

shipped. This department is prompt.
pR-SBND ORDERS FOR GOODS AS

SOON AFTER RECEIVING OUR
SAMPLES AS POSSIBLE

Our Mail Order Department,
; is under the charge of an experienced per-

son, who will give prompt attention
to oil Orders, Requests for Samples,
Information etc. We guarantee sat-
isfaction and have strictly

niß pglCEr
WOODWARD AND LATHROP.
921 Penn. Ave 912 D Street.

1 WiiHliliiifton, 13. C.

£tlfrf lltabiirg.
GENS. SCOTT AND LEE.
Le Regarded by Scott as the Greatest

Soldier of His Time.

The current bi-monthly number of
the Southern Historical Society Pa-
per contains a contribution from its
editor, the Iter. Dr. J. William Jones,
on the friendship of Gen. Winfield
Scott and Gen. Hubert E. Lee. This
article presents tome documents of
historical value, w hich relate not only

; to its immediate subject, but to collat-
eral qmstious of sf ill more general im-
portance. It throws light for an ex-
ample, on tbe question whether
at the beginning of .Mr. Lacoln’s ad- !
ministration, was really approached
with an offer of the field command of
the I’nited States armies, and it con- !

i tains additional testimony to this sol-
dier’s hesitation to draw his sword
against the Union.

Tlie intimate acquaintance of Scott
. and L#e legan during the Mexican

war, when the latter served as an en-1
gineer officer npon the staff of the
commander-in-chief. An unpublish-
ed and confidential letter in m (’apt.
I*e to his brother, Sidney Smith I*e,
of the navy, dated at the city of Mexi-

• co, March 4, lf<4B, from which Hr.
Jones has been allowed lo quote, shows
th staff officer’s appreciation of his
chief:

“The great cause of onr success was
in onr leader. It was his stout heart
th*t cast us on the shore of Vera Cruz;
bis bold self-reliance that forced us

jthrough the pass of Cerro Gordo; his
indomitable courage that, amid all the
doubts and difficulties that surround-
ed us at Puebla, pressed us forward to
this capita], and finally brought us

> within its gates, while others, who
croaked all the way from Brazos, ad-

! vised delay at PoeMa, finding them-
selves at last, contrary to their expec-
tations, comfortably quartered within

jthe city, find fault with the way they
; came there.”

During tbe early days of 1861 wc
find Col. Lee stationed with bis rrgt-

j ment, tbe Second Cavalry, in Texas, :
whence ne wrote, on tbe 2d of Janu-
ary. to a member of his family as fol- j
lows:

“1 can anticipate no greater calam-
I ilv.f.vr the country than a dissolution
! of the Union. It would be an accum-
ulation of all H e evils c complain of,!
and 1 am willing to sacrifice everything
but honor for its preservation. * •

! If the Union is dissolved and the gov- j
err.ment disrnpud, I shall return to
my native Slate and share Ihemise-I
rirs of my people, and, save in defense, t
will draw my sword on none.”

Three we- ks later he received orders
|lio report at Washington, w here he ar-1
irivtd three days before lie itiaugura j
tion of President Lincoln. By the
middle of April I-ee was forced to de-
cide whether he would continue in the
service of the government or resign)
his commission. General Scott, says
Dr. Jones, used all his power* of per-
su-sion to induce to adhere loi
the Ltdon, and, at last, “Francis Pres- ‘
ton Blair vat Gen. Scott’s suggestion'!
was sanl by Mr. Lincoln to offer him

(the supreme command of the United
I States armies in the field.” This as-
sertion has been questioned, and dur-i

|ing a famous debate in (he United
States Senate on the 19 of February,

i 1868, it was charged that the fact was
exactly the reverse, and that I-ee had
himself sought in vain to obtain the;

chief command of the army, ar d, be- j
| ing disappointed, had then “gone to j

Kichmomi and joined the Confede-1
rates.” Dr. Jones, however bases hi#
version of the case not only on “the

Ersitive testimony of Montgomery
lair, who got it from his father, at d

of Reverdy Johnson and other gentle-
men, who received it from (Jen. Bcott,”

1 bnt on a letter which ho himself found
in Lee’s private letter-hook soon
after the latter’s death, and which he
was permitted to copy. It was ad-
dressed to ISenator Johnson, and con-
tained the following passages:

“I never intimated to any one that
I desired the command of the United

1 States army, nor did I ever have a
conversation with hnt one gentleman,

• Mr. Francis Preston Blair, on the sub-
> ject, which wasut his invitation, and,

as I understood, at the instance of
: President Lincoln.

“After listening to his remarks I
declined the offer he made to me to
take command of the army that was to

r be brought into the field, stating as
candidly and as courteously as 1 could
that, though opposed to secession and
deprecating war, I could take no pan
in an invasion of the Southern States.

‘1 went directly from the interview
with Mr. Blair to the t Hice of Gen.
Scott, told him of the pioposition that
had been made to me, and my decis-
ion.

“Upon reflection, after returning
to my home I concluded that I ought
no longer to retain any commission
I held in the United States Army, and
on the second morning thereafter I

j forwarded my resignation to Gen.

t Scott
“At the time I hoped that peace

would have been preserved, that some
( way would have been found to save
. the country from the calamity s ol
j war, and 1 then had no other inten-

i, tion than to pass the remainder of my
- days as a private citizen.

Dr. Jones describes the interview
here referred to between Scott and
Lee as a “?ery affecting one,” the old-¦ er officer begging the younger “not to
throw away snch brilliant prospects,”

, and thus “make the great mistake of
his life.” Lee’s letter of resignation
has long been a familiar historical
document, and need not again be cit-

ed. But there is interest in this ac-
count of the circumstances of its com-
position, as given by Dr. Jones:

“The night before his letter of res-
ignation was written he asked to be
alone, and while his noble wife watch-
ed and prayed below he was heard
pacing the floor of the chamber above,
or pouring iourth bis soul in prayer
for Divine guidance. About 3 o’clock
in the morning he came down, calm
and composed, and said to his wife:

“Well, Mary, the path of duty is
now plain before me. I have decided
on my course. I will at once send my

. resignation to Gen. Scott.”
Great probability is given to the

view that Scott urged the tender of
the field command of the Union ar-
mies to Lee by the testimony which
Dr. Jones accumulate as to the vete-

. ran’s opinion of Lee’s qualiteis as a
soldier. Alter having quoted from
Scott's reports regarding bis favorite

|engineer officer’s services at Vera
Cruz, Cerro Gordo, and the city of
Mexico, in which he declared that Lee

as “us distinguished for felicitous ex-
ecution as for science and daring ”

| Dr. Jones thus proceeds :

“When, #oon after Gen. Scott's re-

I’nrnfrom Mexico, a committee from
liichmond waited on him to tender
him a public reception in the c#piial
of his native State, he said: 'You seek
to honor the wrong man. Capt. li. E.
Lee is the Virginian who deserves the
credit of that brilliant campaign.”

“Gen, William Preston, of Ken-
tucky, says that Gen. Scott told him
i that he regaidid Lee as the greatest
living soldier in -

’ and that
in a conversation not long before tlie
breaking out of the war General Scott
said wttli emphasis:

“I tell you that if I were on my
deathbed to morrow, and the Presi-
dent of the I’nited States should tell
me that a’greut buttle was to be fought
tor the liberty or slavery of the coun-
try, and askea my judgement as to the
ability of a commander, 1 would say
with my dying breath, let it he Hub-
ert E. Lee ’ ”

But there is an autograph letter of
.Gen. Scott which gives his opinion
upon this subject ov-r his own signa-

I ture:

“HeaJqvatltrs of the Army, May 8,
1857. lion. J. U. Floyd, Secretary of

j War.—Sir: 1 beg to ask that one of
the vacant second lieutenancies may
be given o W. 11. F. son of Bre-
vet Col. 11. E. fare, at present on dut>
against the < omaiches.

“1 make this application mainly on
j the extraordinary merits of the father,
j the very best soldier 1 ever #aw in the)
field; but the son is himself a very re- j

i markable youth, now about 20, of a

dine stumre and constitution, a good:
I linguist, a good mathematician, and;
about lo graduate at Harvard 1 niver-j
sity. He is also honorable and anna
ble, like his father, and dying to en-

. ter the army. 1 do not ask com-
mission as a favor, though if I had in-
fluence I should be happy to exert it
in ihiscase My application is in the
name of national justice, in part pay-
ment tand but a small part) of the
debt due to the invaluable services of

| Col. Lee. I have the honor to be,
with high re.-pect, your obedient ser
vant,

“WinfieldScott.”
We do not know that the following

gives additional strength to the facts
w hich the author has already present-

ed, yet it has interest;

“A prominent banker of New York,
who was very intimaie with General
Scott, has given a number of incidents
illustrating Scott's high opinion of
Ix’e. On one occasion, a short time
before the war, this gentleman asked
him in the course ofa confidential in-
terview ;

“General, whom do you regard as
the greatest livingsoldier?”

Gen. Scott at once replied, “Col
Ilobert K. 1-ee is not only the greatest
soldier of America, but the greatest
soldier now living in the world. This
is my deliberate conviction from a
full knowledge of his extraordinary
abilities, and if the occasion ever aris-
es la-c will win this place in the esti-
mation of the whole world.” Tbe
General then went into a detailed
sketch of lice's services, and a state
ment of his ability as an engineer and
his capacity not only to plan cam-
paigns, but al#o to command large ar-
mies in the field, and concluded by
saying, “I tell you. sir, that Robert K.
Lee is the greatest soldier now living,
and if he ever gets the opportunity he
w ill prove himself the greatest captain
of history.”

There can be no question that even
before the war broke out in 1861 Gen.
Bcott held as an exalted opinion of
Kobert E. Lee as one soldier ever holds
of another.— N. U. Tun.

The Cld Mart’s Opinion.

It was September, IST9. The train
that bore B de Hawkins to college
caught him away front the arms of his
mother and the kisses of his sisters.
Very glum was Bode Hawkins, and
very reluctant he to go to school.
“Aw, sbaw !” he growled; “I donkare
to go, nuther, so what’s the use?
Doggone the collidge, it don’t do no
good, and I won’t know no more w’en
I come back than Ido w’en I go away.
I’d rubber drive team’r learn a trade
’r somethin.’ Bod fetch the thing,
anyhow.” June, 1883. Ambrose
Hawkins returns to his ancestral halls
on the farm. His family weep forjoy.
All rush to embrace him as he steps
from the train. Ambrose Hawkins
gazes fixedly at them through the ori-

i el window that includes one eye, and
’ delicately extending two fingers for
‘ them to grasp, he murmurs; “Aw,
fathawl gently, my dear fellah, gen-
tly ; easy on the rings, ye knaw ; bless
you, me mothaw—how, no thanks;

kiss you when we get home, ye knaw ;

how do, brothaw—brothaw—well,
bless me soul, but aw ive forgotten the
boy’s name. Sistah heah will you
kindly hand' these brawses faw me
boxes to the luggage mawstaV. Aw—-
is this—this the vehicle?” And all
the way home the old man didn’t say
a word but he just drove and thought,
and thought and drove, and nearly all
that night he sat up twisting hicko-
ries and laying them to soak in the
watering trough down by the cow
barn. And he told a neighbor next
morning that “he had about four years
of college lamin’ to unlarn for Bode
afore the boy could holler at a yoke
of steers like he u#ed to, but the boy
seemed to be cornin’ round all right,
and he reckoned he’d do by-’n by.”

How Long to Sleep-

Probably no better division of time
has ever been made than that into
three equal periods of eight hours
each, eight hours given to business,
eight to reading and improvement,
and the remaining eight to sleep. The
celebrated Alfred divided his tim> in
this way. I have long thought that
the native American requires more
sleep than the European. For myself,
I find thut nine or ten hours sleep in
a single night will cure me of all tri-
fling maladies, with which from time
to time, I may be afflicted. Some ex-
traordinary advice has been given by
certain distinguished persons, with
reference to the time devoted lo sleep,
but each writer falls into the common
blunder of applying a rule to all
which he finds good iu his own case.
Bishop Taylor advises three hours.
Wesley suggests six as the least time
that will answer. He declares that
during his life he never knew any one
to remain vigorous health even for a
year with a less quantity than six

hours, and he thought that women
requind more than nun.

Excess of sleep is very bad in its
influence, produces dullness of mind
and body, corpulency, and disposition
to apoplexy, hence Galen calls sleep
the brother of death,and says nothing
is more pernicious when carried to ex-
cess. The Americans should go to
bed at 9 o’clock and rise between 5
and 6. Ido not mean to say that cir-
cumstances may never justify their
sitting up until midnight, or later, but
1 am simply interesting the voice of
physiology. Ifthe average American
with the narrow chest and small Vi-
tality, would retire at 9 o’clock, he
would live some years longer, and each

i year would afford him more happiness
i and ability to work. But American

; women must need a change to early
hours. Their crazy nerves, neuralgia
and oilier evidences of premature de-
cay would be at once checked, and
they would become younger and fair-

; er. What w ith tight corsets, pastry,
candies, furnace-heat and mid-night,
American girls begin to fade at 20,
and w omen are old at 40. —Dio Lewis.

Topnoody.

When Mr. Topnoody came home to
tea on Thursday evening he found his
wife in a new calico dress and looking
quite tidy.^

“Aha, my fair one,” he said gallant-
ly, “you look charming.”

“How?” said she, looking at him
closely.

“You look charming, my dear.”
“Beea drinking again, have you?”
“No, my dear; but you do make a

fine appearance this evening, and if
there is one thing 1 admire more than
another it is a handsome, well-dressed
woman.”

“In a 5-cent calico, yes. I suppose
if you had paid $5 a yard for this you
wouldn’t be so complimentary. That’s
men’s way.”

“But, my love, a dress need not cost
much money to be becoming, and that
one makes you really pretty. A friend
to-day down the street was compli-
menting you on your good looks.”

“Is that so? Was he after you for a
subscription of some sort?”

“Xo, my dear, it was a case of spon-
taneous admiration.”

“And I received a compliment for
you also.”

“No!” he said, with an inquiring
smile and a smoothing out of his face.

“Yes; a lady told me she thought
you were such a good man, and that
when she looked in your face she could
#ee in it evidences of a kindly spirit, a
good heart, a generous nature, a manly
courage, a noble soul, and all the other
evidences of a model husband.”

“Ah, my dear,’ and Mr. Topnoody’s
face was one broad expansion of self-
satisfied smile; “that was delightful to
you, wasn’t it? And what did you
say ?”

“Oh, nothing much.”
“But, my dear, you should at least

have thanked her.”
“Well, I did thank her.”
“Nothing else? 1’
“Yes. 1 told her that appearances

were always deceitful, and that it
wasn’t a good thing to judge of n last
year’s corpse by the fragrant flowers
on the grave.”

Topnoody ceased smiling.

VARIETIES.
Not a spotless character—The sun.
The man who is always right finds

every one else always wrong.
It is lucky to pick up a horse shoe,

but not to be picked up on one.
Character is higher than intellect,

i A great soul will be strong to live as
well as to think.

A couple of tramps went into a la
ger beer saloon and drank a
of beer, for whichthey had no money
to pay. The proprietor instructed his
bartender to ‘l)urn dose rascals inside
oud.’

The Bad Boy.

[j “I was thinking what a fool King
Solomon was,” said the bad boytotbo

, grocery man the other morning, with
the air of one who has made a state-

j merit that has got to be argued pretty
. strong to make it hold water,

j ‘‘This Solomon is credited with be-
ing the wisest man, and yet history

. says he had a thousand wives. Just

.j think of it. You have got one wife,
and pa has got one, and all the neigh-

bors have got one, if they have had
;|any kind of luck. Does not one wife
i]make you pay attention? Wouldn’t

, ; two wives break you up? Wouldn’t¦ three cause you to see stars? How
l would ten strike you? Why, man a-

live, you do not grasp the magnitude
of the statement that Solomon had a
thousand wives. A thousand wives
standing side by side, would reach a-

, bout four blocks. Marching by fours
,| it would take them twentj minutes to

i pass a given point. The largest Sum-
mer resort hotel only holds about five

; hundred people, so Sol would have to
, hire two hotels if he took his wives
out for a day in the country. Ifyou
would stop and think once in a while

, you would know more.”
The grocery man’s eyes had begun

to stick out as the bad boy continued,
as though the statistics had never been

, brought to his attention before, but he
, was bound to stand by Solomon, and

he said: “Well, Solomon’s wives must
have been different from our wives of
ther

present day.”
“Not much,” said the boy, as he saw

he was paralizing the grocery man.—
“Women have been the same ever since
Eve. She got mashed on the original

, dude, and it stands to reason that Sol-
omon’s wives were no better than the

, mother of the human race. Statistics
, show that one woman out of every ten

is red-headed. That would give Sol-
omon an even hundred of red headed
wives. Just that hundred red headed

i wives would be enough to make an or-
dinary man think that there is a land
that is fairer than this. Then there

, would be, out of the other nine hun-
dred, about three hundred blondes,

' and the other six hundred would te
, brunettes, and maybe he had a few al-
, oiuos, and bearded women, and fat
women and dwarfs. Now, those thou-

. sand women had appetites, desire for
. dress and style, the same as all women.
'• Imagine Solomon saying -to them in

i the evening, ‘Girls, let’s all go down
. to the ice cream saloon and have a dish
. of ice cream.’ Can yoUj with your

' brain muddled with cod fish and new
, potatoes, realize the scene that would
follow? Suppose, after Solomon’s
broom brigade had got seated in the

> ice creamery, one ol the red headed
wives sbonld catch Solomon winking
at a strange girl at another table.—
You may thiuk Solomon did not know
enough to wink, or that he was not
that kind of a flirt, but he must have
been or be never could have succeed-
ed in marrying a thousand wives in a
sparsely settled country. No, sir, it
looks to me as though Solomon in all
his glory was an old masher, and from
what I have seen of men being bossed

. around with one wife, 1 don’t envy
Solomon his thousand. Why, just
imagine that gang of wives going and
ordering fall bonnets. Solomon would
have to be a king or a Vanderbilt to
stand it. Ma wears five dollar silk
stockings, and pa kicks awfully when
the bill comes in. Imagine Solomon
putting up fur a few thousand pairs of

> silk stockings. lam glad you will sit
' down and reason with me in a ration-
al way about some of these Bible sto-
ries that take my breath away. The
minister stands me off when*.! try to

i talk with him about such things, and
i tells me to study the parable of thes Prodigal Son, and the deacons tell me

to go and soak my head. There is
t daru little encouragement for a boy to
t, try and figure out things. How would

I you like to have a thousand red head-
- ed wives come into the store this min-

ute and tell you they wanted you to
i send carriages around to the house at

three o’clock so they could go for a
- drive? Or how would you like to have

a hired girl come rushing in and tellr you to send up six hundred doctors,
because six hundred of your wives hadr been taken suddenly with cholera mor-
bus? Or—”

t “O, don’t mention it,” said the gro-
i eery man, with a shudder. “1 would

1 not take Solomon’s place and be the
i natural protector of a thousand wives
! >1 anybody would give me the wholer earth.”

“Yes,” says the boy, “and think of
3 two thousand feet, each one as cold as

. a brick of chocolate icecream. A man
> would want a back as big as the fence
i to a lair ground. But 1 don’t-want to

harrow up your feelings. I must go
and put some arnica on pa. He has

t got home, and says he has been to a
bummer resort on vacation, and he is
all covered with blotches. He says it
is mosquito bites, but ma thinks he

s has bei n shot lull of bird shot by some
t watermelon farmer. Ma hasn’t got
t any sympathy for pa because he didn’t
b take her along, but if she had been

there she would have been filled with
bird shot too. But you musn’t detain
me. Between pa and the baby I have
got all I can attend to. The baby is
teething, and ma makes me put my

. fingers in the baby’s mouth to help it
cut teeth. This is a humiliating pos-

-3 ition for a boy as big as I am. Say,
how many babies do you figure that
Solomon had to buy rubber toothrings
for, in all his glory ?”

• And the boy went out leaving the
3 grocery man reflecting on wbat a fam-

ily Solomon must have bad, and how
he needed to be the wisest man to get

j along without a circus, afternoon and
j evening.

3

j A pretty how-d’-y’-do—The cheer-
ful greeting of a handsome maiden.


