Christmas Hints.
In every household we would strong-
vy urge the Christmas decorations.
here is much pleasure in united home
work. - Where all are

busy there is sure to be happiness. We
always trim with fir or hemlock. For
some things the double fir—we call it

so—is lov olv Cedar and the trailing
evergreen are pretty when they are
first arranged, but soon look dry and
faded, whﬁo the hemlock will remain
bright and glossy as long as we care
for it, giving us no trouble about shed-
ding its leaves.
We make sure of our branches, or
trees, some two weecks before Christ-
mas. The first thoroughly stormy
evening—enough to secure us from in-
t«.rmptlon—“ e take our miniature for-
est into the kitchen. Does Bridget
care? Not she, indeed. The enthusi-
asm is contagious, and she works with
the rest of us. She, with some of the
children, snip the picces of hemlock
for more deft fingers to arrange. We
cut the pieces for trimming .1b0ut a
quarter of a yard long; that gives us a
good end, and a tiny branch on either
side. We commence with one of these
{)lt‘ct’\. holding the stem, the foliage
hanging down; then we Pplace another
piece upon that, making it look like a
vine as much as pobelble We need
yards of trimming made in like man-
ner, securing each twig by winding
firmly with “cotton \am In festoon-
ing the trimming over an arch we
should use two \(‘]h\!"lt\, pieces, mak-
ing each seem to grow toward the cen-
ter. The ends require a twig of hem-
lock tied on, hanging down to give
them a finish. We must loop the ever-
reen over the doors and windows.
Where the dark green trimming falls
among our lants at the south win-
dows the effect is lovely. This vine-
like trimming is particularly attractive
in the evenmv when the shadows are
reflected upou the walls, giving the
appearance of vines creepingall around
the room. Over some of the pictures
we would suggest a bow-knot of ever-
greens with long ends, over and under
others a cross, dove, or basket of flow-
ers. Sadly and lovingly we twine
wreathes of evergreen, mtermwed with
clusters of bxtter:weet around the pic-
tures of some sweet, dear faces who
are with us now only in sweet memo-
ries. If we have house plants, a deep
dish filled with mosses, ferns and other
plants, autumn leaves pinned here and
there, with a bouquet of natural, fresh
flowers, our home will then present a

very attractive appearance.
he work gives pleasure in itself. It
makes the home seem cheery and home-
like. Any such work of mutual inter-
est strencrthens the home love. It
makes happxer and better children, as
well as truer. myre devoted parenjs.
qgle r anniversaries by
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<Tng 2 . of much .
et us enlarge our sympathiecs, em-
bracing some of our kindly remem-
brances outside our family friends. We
should educate our children to be will-
ing co-workers. The boys should be
encouraged to make little brackets and
crosses, covenng them with beautiful
mosses. Making wax leaves, dressing
dolls, and such other work as mothers
can suggest, must busy the hands and
hearts of our little girls. How many
ways there are to interest children and
exert a lasting influence upon their
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and all the newest styles.
Hats, Bonnets, Feathers,
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characters for good, together with im-
parting present enjoyment, if the moth- |
er realizes her work. {

|
|
A “Kringled” Family. ‘

“Dad wasn’t so much to blame, after
all,”’ explained a boy of 12 as an officer
walked the old man towards the sta-
tion house Christmas forenoon. “‘‘Itall.
COma™= rono'h that turkey.”™

““What turkey? "

“Why, last evenin’ a cutter driv up,
to the door and a high-toned lady sent
in a seven-pound turkey by the driver.
He said it was Kriss Kringle, or jing- |
jangle, or some such thmw meant to
make poor folks happy. Then the
trouble began.” i

“How?’

“Why, dad wanted to trade it for
beer and ma’'m wanted to trade it for
candy, and us young ‘uns wanted it
baked. We had a row, and the turko\
was hung up for a Christmas dinner.’

“Well?"

“Well, this mornin’ some of us want-
ed it biled and some baked, and we had
another ahmd\. When we decided to
bake it ma'm went out to buy stuffin’
and lost a quarter. Then dad went out
to buy stuflin’ an’ come home tight.
Then ma’m borrowed some crackers
an’ got trusted fur some oysters, an’
the turkey was stuffed.”

“Then, what?"’

“Then we couldn’t git up_fire 'nuff
in the old stove to bake it, an’ we
hadn’t no platter to putit on, and
there wasn’t 'nuff dishes and cheers fur
us all to sot down at the fust table,
and dad chopped his hand in tryin’ to
carve it, and when he kicked the tablc
over and left the house he was mad.
reckon this chap who got a black e)e
said sunthin to dad about Merry Christ- !
mas, and I reckon dad didn’t wait two
seconds before he hit him.”

““And where is the turkey?”’

“Dunno. Reckon the dog has got it. |
Ma’m she’s gone fur the river to drown |
herself, dad he's locked up, the chil-|
dren are home bawlin and I feel like/
runnin’ away an’ goin’ to Buffalo. If|
another Kriss KnnFle strikes our shan-
ty, we might as well let the fire go out
and f’reeze to death in a decent man-|
ner.

{

The Old Oak And the Little Christe
mas Tree.

*It’s very cold this morning,” said o
little Christmas-tree out in - the forest,
1e windy Deeember day; *though I’m
E from head to foot, I amall in a shiv- | |
ol
**You'll be warm enough beforelong,’
said the Old Oak, “I’ ve seen the wood-
}nan looking at you several times late- |
” |
y"I know I've branched out a good
deal for myself the past year,”” said the
little Tree proudly, ‘‘and I should not
wonder if Santa Claus were very well
satisfied with me, when I come to be

all dressed up for a Christmas party.” |
“Ho-ho-ho!"” laughed the Old Oak, !

*you and your famlly are too green;
vou should have put on brown dingy
jackets like the rest of us, and then
you might live to a green old age, as I
shall.”

Just then the Woodman appeared.

“Well!” cried the little (;hnstm'\s-
tree, as the Woodman bore it away,
“it’s a great honor to be chosen, and
Christmas comes but once a year.’
“Royal and Barr Hill, in the CIArtsl1:zas
St. Nicholas.

Getting Himself Into Condition.

A young lady visitor Visitor called at a resi- |
dence in t ie absence of the family.

As she turned to go unearthly sounds
issued from the basement.

“What in the world isthat?’’ she ask-
ed of the servant who had opened the
door.

+That’s poor Willyum, mum.’

“What's the matter with hlm? Ishe
crazy?”’

“No, mum. Ye say, Willyum is the
hall footman, mum, an’ he has tc sthand

grnispt the wall all day in sta‘oo-loike
bryin’ to his narvous
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r. Thos. A. Carrico respect-
i fully announces to the public that he has
resumed the prucnce of medicine, and will
give the best attention he can camm-ud to
all cases entrusted to his care.

. Dental Surgery.

Dr. John S. Billopp,
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<fers his professional services to the peo- |
ple i Charles county. All kinds of Dental |
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