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go, and  then, when atter a fortmight

she wrote, begging to be allowed to
stay longer as her (riends wished, 1
had not the heart to refuse. Nhe was
there five weeks and then she came
home.

“The very day after her return he
came—that coutemptible scoundrel
whom in those few weeks she had

learned to regard as a hero.  How he
found out at tirst that she had a little
tortune of her own Idon’t know. He
asked for me, and told me that he
wanted my pernigsion to address my
liece,

“IHe was a good-looking young fel-
low, and had o frank, open manner,
that was sure to win a girl’s favor, but
I thought of you, Harry, and deter-
mined to prevent the matter from go-
ing further if 1 could. I took a very
strong and apparently unreasonable
dislike to him and made many inqui-
ries, hoping to find out something that
would justify me in forbidding him
the house, but entirely in vain.  Bat
I studied ; observed every little act and
word until at last 1 was convinced
that I knew him through, and that he

| ] Ji( | 1o l )¢ ‘;ll( *1'=, was no fit husband for my dear, little

i Violet.

should seem almost brutal for inter-
fering, but I couldn’t bear the idea of
giving Violet iuto his care. I vowed
to myselt that nothing onearth should
me to do go, and 1 then told
him to discontinue his visita.

“The result of that was that he
came to a definite understanding with
Violet, and she proposed to marry him
with or without my consent.

“Don’t look at me so reproachfully,
Harry. It may be that I acted un-
wizely all through; but if so I have
been severely punished for my folly.
You harve let your cigar go out. lHere
are the matches.

“You want me to tell you all she
said and did—her very words, as well
as | can remember. That’'s a hard
matter, for my memory’s not so good
a2 1t used to be.

“l was sitting here one evening,
when Violet came in slowly, and sit-
ting down where you are looked at me
sadly for some minutes.

“*Uncle, dear,” she said at last, I
cannot understand you. I never be-
lieved that you could be so hard and

indauce

¢ cruel.
“I did wot speak.
**It 1s not iitke yon to be so unjust,
s0 abitrary,” she went on.  “It seems

unc'e, that in the matter of
marriaze a woman shounld chose fori
f not be influenced by any
I have made my choice and have
given my word ; but oh! I should be
go much happier if you were not an-
gry. Do forgive me and be your own
self again.”

Yee, when vou vield to my wish-
es.” | answered, coldly. “You are a
mere girl, Violet, and have had no ex-
per men. If you were ten
vears older I should leave you to take
the cousequences of your rashuess, but

to me

herse!f and

ence of

as it 18—

“‘Asitis—what then? Oh'!uncle,”|
and sbe slipped from her chair and!
kneeled on the rug at my feet. “P’ray|
—pray be your old self again. You
were never angry with me before, and |
it seems 80 uunatural to see you turn|
your head away from me without a;
smile. Do you love me only if I have|
no voice, no willi of my own?’

“iLasten to me, child,” | said, look- |
ing her in the face.  **] have striven to
be a futher to you since | brought you
here; I have loved yon, heaven only
knows how dearly! In return I only

usk you to let me prevent your muking
a Aoy} wreck of zanr lile Lsur?
» save vou from a sad fate, and

nk mea tyrant!”

“SNhe took n in both
and pressed her ,then )

;' ol H S Y.

“:] wish Harry was here”" s

alwavs took my sule.”

| ¢ht not to have told you

t wae so fres
. As unck me fore '»f_\ at
knowing as [ did vour love for
er. Forgive me my want of tact.

‘She was not given toshedding tears
he some woman or she would have
ried t Her cheeks were hot and

ng as they touched my hand, and

er eves were fever shly bright. She
1sed everv argument she could tind to
t 1 ¥ consent to her engaze-
nent 1 as | remained silent she

lrew nearer and gazed up eageriy in

fli-‘
" 1 relent,

>4 1n an agiated way.

be }‘ul‘i'.‘

t way, never,” I told her

ruly, and [ tried to draw

uncle, uncle?’ she

“You

U ae

th

sl
tingers, but she clung to
them tightly, while her lips quivered.

sadly and

AWay mv

Y

“+*Dou’t say that uncle!” she cried
hoarsely. *Dcar uncle, oh, what can
I say to move vou ?”

“You think 1 was very hard, Harry,
| s~¢; vut I thought it best.”

“+*Hush, ehild,” I said. “Nothing
influeace me. | am resolved.”

*tAnd so am 17 she said sorrow-
fully, dropping my hand and rising te
her fee =1 should always have wish-
ed to please you; but now that you
are harsh and unjust, and will not hs-
ten to reason, what can I do?”

“She waited for me to speak, but 1
had no words at hand. 1 was too hurt
angry. went toward the
door, then came back and stood behind
her lightly on my

Wi

N

untid She

me, resting hand
shoulders.

“Try and forgive n e, uncle.
him so—1 love his faults that
you despise him, and his virtues that

you Won't you kis-

I love
S0 nuke
» not Know.
me, uncle ?”

“l was half inclined to take her in
my arms and tell her she should do
what she would; but [ did vot.  After
a few minutes a dreadful silence 1
heard her catch her breath in a half
sob, and then the door, closed upon
her, aund | was alone.

“I'he next day she did not come
down before 1 went to the city, and
when 1 came home she had goue. 1
have forgiven her now, Harry; but it
was a cruel blow. After all my love
and care I did not think she could
have left me like that!

“Why Trot, you look quite fright-
ened!  I'm not cross, my pet. ‘

“Yes, yes, my boy, I'm going on;
but you are go impatient.  Well,some
time after—u year, or two years per-
haps, I can’t remember exactly—I was
cominz home at dusk—in the Strand
[ think it was, | inet a woman in a
ghabby black dress, with a child on

her arm ; our eyes met, and then some- |

how or other we were the centre of a
crowd, aud 1 was raising Violet's head

every movement of the pre
afternoon 1 bheard a terri

and
other dogs, even more sadly than the

{aud asked him what he was about.

ed that evening, as I sat by ber bed.

“I forgave you, my child, long since;
but not him who has brought yoa to
this. Wtere is he!”

“*Dead,” said the poor girl,in a
faiot whisper. “Don’t speak ill of
him. I can’t bear it.”

“I asked her why she had not let
me know she was in distress—why she
had not come home.

**] was asham«d to come,” she said,
“1 knew you would not turn from me;
but I was too much ashamed.”

“The next day but one the doctor
told me —what to expeet. 1 promised
the poor child that I'rot should take
her pluce with me, [ held the little
one {or her to kiss, and had it taken|
away; and then— ‘

“*Trot, my darling, run upstairs to/|
nurse for awhile; I will call you down |
again by-and-by. |

“And then, as I said, Violet bade|
me good-bye. Her last words? They
were, ¢ (itve my love to Harry. j

* % % * ¥ *

“These incessant fogs have a very|
bad effect on my throat. I can’t talk|
for any length of time without gettiny |
like 1 did just now, so that I can’t|
croak out a word. |

“There 1sn’t much more to tell, for- |
tunately, for I'm getting as hoarse as
4 raven. ‘

“1 was out, with Trot by my side,|
one day last autumn, when I came|
apon some one I had thought to join
the majority. e was walking with a|
pretty, styiish-looking girl, chatting|
and laughing, but when he saw me|
the smile died on his lips, and the
blood tlew to his face.

“His gaze dwelt for an instant on|
thechila whose band [ held, He knew |
those brown eyes and long lashes, and
he saw the black frock. {

“There, that is all. Harry, I read|
your thoughts. You must not! Leave |
him to heaven. Promise me, boy—for|

her sake. You promise? Your hand
on that. Heaven help you, my poor)|
it 27

select Reading, |

Senator Vest's Remarkable Dog- i

“1 have a dog,” said Se ator Vest,
who had just heard a precocious crow |
story, “who 18 very sagacious. One
morning he watched intently while a|
- y slackoned my shoes. The
lowing morning he came to where

\

dog go

1 my shoes, took

ou may not believe
down on his
EA{'

his tee and
But I must ad-
n n l.A).
ng at Sedaha, this dog
to church. [ noticed ti

er. That

of dogs

n my back yard.
Lo se¢ what was the matter.

{complishments.

of the forest.

rubbed away of wmurriage.
i owh cot. ¥
d not get up much of a sition, allowed the entire fault to ap-
while T was 1ive pear us his, permitted and encouraged
followed me her application for a divorce on the
it he watched plea of desertion, and  the bride was
‘ married to the man of her former af-
e howling fection. Many irregularities, rumor, of
I went out/course, charged on the man who had

My dog really sacriticed everything to sase one

many years pastor of Sam Hou ;on,
sends to the New York 77ribune a’let
ter which clears up the most romantic
secret in the life of one of the most
picturesque figures in American his-
7. In all the strange episodes of
u's career, from the day when
v he was adopted into the fam-
wi Indian ehiet to the time when
he believed himsell not unlikely to be-
come the President of the United
States, none was more singular and
i:explicable than his sudden renunci-
ation of his bride, his unexplained re-
signation of his office of Governor of
Tennesee, and his disappearance frcm
the State—a series of acts which in a
young and successful politician laid
him under supicion of insanity. In
the books the episode has always been
passed by with a bare comment “for
reasons unknown to the public. The
reasons are made known, more than
fifty years after the event,in Dr.Samp-
son’s letter, and will add to the respect
in which this rugged and semi-heroic
character is Leld to this day.

General Houston had risen rapiily
from an humble beginning to the po-
sition of Governor of Tennesee, and
soon after entering on that office, he
contracted an engagement and alliance
with a young lady of beauty aod ac-
The morning after
the marriage, to the consternation of
every one, he resigned his orfice, bade
adieu to his newly made bride, and be-
took himsell to the wilds of Arkansas
and the companionship of the red men
This inexplicable con
duct has remained a mystery until
now. Theideaof a man running away
from the oflice of Governor and from
a pretty bride was something so inex-

|plicatle and so out of the ordinary

course of events that people were as-
tonished, and “still the wonder grew.”
And ever since the mystery has re-
mained unsolved, until now the confi-
dential frirnd of the old hero of San

Jacinto comes forth and reveals it.

We allow him to give the secret in his
own words:

“On the eve of his marriage, Gov.
Houston observed a tremor in the
voice aund in the hand of his bride,
when the vow of undivided attach-
ment was announced, which convinced
him that some secret had not been re-
vealed to him. Before retiring, he

| frankly told hemof hissugpicion, asked

a frank confession, and pledged her
that ¢ stvuid wol work® her iojury.
Ilis frankness and firmness led to the

a blacking brush confession that her affections had been

given and pledged to another before
their meeting, and filial duty had
prompted her acceptance of his proffer
Houston retired to his
Next day he resigned his po-

was in the wood-shed standing on his who had erred only in mistaken duty,

hind legs 1n an old drygoods box
foatit

el

He but no charge of domestic infilicity
down a torn almavnac with one could be true in a man who denied it

fore paw and gesticulated wildly with to the estimable lady who afterwards

other,

while he swayed his head
howled to an audience of four

preacher I bud heard that moruing.”
I'be narrator of the crow story “threw
up the sponge.”

R

Willing to be Shot.

Gien. Forrest was once approached
bv an Arkansas man, who asked:
““General, when do you reckin’ we're
going to get something to eat?”

“EFat?” exclaimed the Geueral, “did
you join the a my merely to get some-
thing to eat 2"

“Wall, that's about the size of it.”

“Here,” caliing an oflicer, *‘give
this man s:mething to eat, and then
have him shot.”

The ofticer understood the joke, and
rephied :

“All right, General.” |

The Arkansas man, exhibiting no
alarm, said:  *Bile me a ham, Cap'n;
stew up a couple o’ chickens, bake two
hoe-cakes, fetch a gallon or so o but-
termilk, and yer guuns. With such
inducements the man that woualdn’t
be wilhin® to die is a blamed fool.”

A hearty meal was prepared for the

still lives.

soldier, but he

Obhiging.

At Montreal a thief went into the
hall of a hotel while the boarders were
at supper and gathered up all of the
hats. [

He was making his way out when a
boarder, a little behind time, came in |

“Oh," says the thief, “I'm taking the|
gentlemen's hats around to Leary's to
get smoothed ™

“Well,” replied the boarder, “take
my hat, too, will you.”

“Certainly, sir,” said the accommo |
dating thief, and vanished. |

-0 {

Enjoying a Square Meal.
“Are you enjoying your dinner?”|
asked Bobby of the minister, who was/|
taking a Sunday dinner with the fam-
ily. “Yes, Bobby,” responded the!
minister, pleasantly. “Mamma said
this morning that she thought you|
would, as she didn’t suppose that with |
your small salary and big family you |
got much to eat from one week’s end

on Michigan avenue.

ot a clock,”

and praps he mighto’t.

became his wife.

.o —— ——

He Evened it Up.

THE FreuTiNg Do DISCONFITED BY

Praiy Wirciayd HENRY.

They haveafighting dog in asaloon
They not only
Keep him to fight any dog in the State
for spot cash, but he furnishes a heap
of fun to hangers-on by the way he
picks up such canines as happen to
drop inside at the heels of their mas-
ters. It is a poor week when he
doesnt’s cripple three or four, and he
has killed several outright. Theother
day a roughly-dressed man, carrying
a whip in his haud and looking like a
callous-hauded son of toil, «ntered the
place and called for beer. He was
followed by a broken-hearted dog of
respectable size, and as soon as the
loafers caught sight of the canive
there was much winking and chuck-
ling.

“Better send that dog out,” sug-

guested one.

99

“Is it agin the rules of the house?

“No, but he'll get chewed up.”

= dou’t gee anything likely to doit,
though he amn’t a fighter.”

“There’s a dog in the back room
which can snake him out in ten ticks
said the bartender.
=Wall, I duuno. P'raps he might
William
Henry allus kinder manages to squeak
along somehow.”

“Would you have any objection to
my bringing im my purp?”

*“N.o, I guess not, though I never
encourage dog-fighting.”

The saloon fighter from the head-
waters of fighting creek was untied
and ushered in.  William Heury was
half asleep in the centre of _the room
and the first thing he knew he was
rolled over and over, and something
had hold of him by the throat. It
was a fleeting grip, however. The
lighting dog seemed to get hold of
something to discourage him and he
let go and began sneezing and cough-
ing. Then it was William Henry’s
turn and be sailed in. In three min-
utes’ time he had run the fighter ount
doors and across the street and would
have killed him in the gutter if pede-
strains had not interfered.

to another.” “Say, stranger, how was it done?”

from the hard pavement. She had ‘
asked the bartender as he picked np

fainted on seeing me, and 1 had just = =
contrived to suve her and the little] The opinion of the general public the remains to carry them in.
one from a severe fall, {in regard to Ayer’s Cherry Pectoral is| “*Well, William Ilenry hain’t no
“I brought her home in a csb, and | confirmed by clergymen, lawyers, pub- | great fighter, as I told you before, and
my housekeeper helped her into bed.|lic speakers, and actors. All say it is|to kinder help him out I used about
Harry, she was next door to starva-|the best remedy that can be procured|a pound of souff around the vital
tion, when that accidental meeting|for all affections of the vocal organs,|parts. It's & awful good for fleas and
|gave her back to me—for only three|throat and lnngs. 1t sorter evens np a put-up thing!”




