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sponded Bridget, who was used to

these kitchen skirmishes. “Share I
never lived in a house before where
they counted tlie raisins and the lump*
of coal, and if I can’t suit mum, it’s a
month’s warning from today, if ye’s

I 1,1i,/e .‘”
1 “Situations! ’ repeated Plume, halt

’ afraid of Bridget’s warlike demeanor,
' half puzzled at her sister-in-law's

words.
¦ “Y es,” said Mrs. Abel tartly, paying

n > attention to Bridget and her skillet
—“in a glove factory, you know, or a
fancy store, or even as a nursery gov-

* erness or attendant to some elderly in-
’ valid. For, of course you know,” with

[ another of those oblique looks that
' made Plume feel so uncomfortable,

. “yon expect to work for your living.
We are not rich enough to support all

1 our relations. Abel’s salary was re
dneed lust year, and no one knows

¦ how strictly 1 have to economize to
make both ends meet. And a strong
woman like yon ought not to sit down

1 on a sickly man with a family, like
my husband, because— ’’

“.Siop, ob. stop!” said Plume, lift-
ing her bind a* if to ward off some
invisible terror, “lie said 1 was wel-
come. He told me—”

“That’s jii't like Abel!’’s*id Mrs.
Piercy, sc rnfully. He’d take in all
erratum if he cun id. He never stops
to think whe lu-r he can afford it or
n <t.”

“I am Sorry that 1 intrude," said
Plume with dignity. “Itshill not be
for long. I wai look at the newspa-
per at once.”

“Yes. that’s i leal liie b st plan,”:
assented Mrs Piercv ti graciously.
“Ofcourse you won’t mention our lit ¦
tie chat to Abel. Hr might be vexed ;
and after all. I’m only speaking for
vou r good.

Plume looked up to her with an
expression of face which somehow
made Mrs. Abel Piercv feei as if she
was shrinking up like a w tillered wal
nut in its shell."

“Y e. 1 know." said she. “Huty u
ned not be afraid ; I am no tale bear

i r to make mischief in anyone 8 fam-
ily."

Mrs. I’n-rcv fell verv uuc>irift>rlabh
after this little conver-aiion was end

•J-
.. i“How s' e did look at me. ’ thought

I lie. “Hut 1 only spoke the truth, .f

ter all. We can’t be burleu-d with,
her •upjN-rt let Abel talk :iS b ¦ phases,
and no matter w ioit slie says. I be
believe she ba been an actress! in

one but an ivctress C'uld have put on
such tov it .o is as she did."

Half an burr afterward, when the
i; 1 i ,vand some one inquired for
Mr,, t'-w.i -! Pn rev, Mrs. Abel nod

•U lo lb cake she was tak-
ing out oft! e oven.

“torn pair v alreaoy,” -i 1 s!:e; “ami
gentlemen company too. as 1 live!
Well, if tlos is tiie mi, sin- intends to
g. on, ! i.e so-mer she suits hersel!
with a siuiatimi t’re bitter!

Mrs Piercv boi been secretly ani

ions f r an opportunity of tpiai relitng |
with lier sister in law ; here it was at

!a-t Land ben the old gentleman w ill; ,
the glossy broadcloth suit was gone. ;
she b unced into the par!r with a
sp t on either cbet,k bone like si.-nal.-
of w ar.

“So vou tiave lien receiving com
panv. Mrs. Oswald ? said s!ie.

“Y es.' P tine innocently answered
•tientlemin company, too! cried

Mrs. Pietcy.
“It was Mr. Van Orden. my hits

liai'd's law yer,” explained Plume.
••Oh. 1 tlare S'V !” said Mrs. I’iercy.

“All that sounds very well; but I have
the character of my house to maintain,
ami —”

“He is coming back th a car riage,
hurriedly spoke Plume. “I am to go
to his house at ot.ee. Mrs. \<n < bdeij

is willing to give me the shelter w hich
rnv own relatives grudge me!"

“1 wish her joy of her bargain, 1 am
sure,” said Mrs. Abel Piercy, with a

toss of the mountains of lulse hair
that crowned her head.

And so the two women parted, in

no spii i' of amity.
“1 dare sav she’ll go slr.igbt to the

store." thought Mrs. Abel, and invent j
i pitiful slot v for my husband’s bene-:
fit. And Abel will make a great hiss

Abel was always soft about bis tela

lives —but I shan’t mind it. 1 always
have been mistress in my own house,
and 1 always will be, Oswald’s widow
or no Oswald's widow.”

Nevertheless, she could not help
feeling apprehensive when tier bus ;
band came in to ten For vv ; en Abel j
really was angry, bis anger signified)
something. Hut to her surprise, In-
entered all smiles, and rubbing bisj
palms gleefully.

“So Plume has gone?” said be.
“Yes,” said Mrs. Piercy, pretending j

to be l usv w ith a knot in the second
child's shoe. “She lias gone, but Low

did von know it?'*’
“V.n Olden stop 1 ed at the st- re to

i tell me,” answered Mr. Piercy.
“Strange wasn't it? and quite roman-
tic, too.”

“What on earth is the man talking
about ?” said Mrs. Abel Piercy, arotis

td at lasi into something like active
interest.

“Why, didn’t Plume tell you? li
stems that those hut investments that
poor Oswald fancied he had beggared j
lum-elf with, have turned up trump:
cauls after all. And Nan Olden lelis
me that Oswald’s widow is worth j
$150,000.”

Mrs. Abel Piercy turned first git on, 1
then crimson. Alas for the fatal j
blunder she bad committed. Alas for
the mined chances of her three little|
girls to inherit their Aunt’s money.
She made some trivial excuse about a

¦ forgotten pocket handkerchief, anu
i went up stairs to weep the bitterest

; tears she had ever shed.
It was a lesson to her, but it was an

iflfff |1 feeing.
AN EXPENSIVE EESSON.

Mrs Piercy was not in good humor
that day, a; *he sat at the breakfast
table pouring odl'ee for her husband,
and dispensing bread and butter to
the three plump little Piercvs. She

I was a handsome, overdressed woman,
with a good deal of false hair, frizzled
and puffed and braided on the top of
her bead, and a complexion that bore
remote witness to the constant use of
c emetics. And Mr. Piercv, tit bis
end of the table, was evidently il! at
ease, as he hioke his eggs and nibbled
diligently at Ins roll.

“Hut what was 1 to do, my dear?”
said he, after a brief silence, which
was by no means peaceful.

“l>o!”shrilly retorted Mrs. Piercy.
"\\ by, what do other people do? Are

‘ we to keep a home tor the indigent
poor? Or a refuge for the widowed
and fatherless.”

“My dear, my dear,” pleaded Mr.
I’iercy, who was a small man, with
thin hair and spectacles, “you mav be
a widow yourself, some dav.”

‘And if 1 am, ! shall not go beg-
ging a i ong Hiv relatives, that uni

may depend on,” sari Mrs. I'ierej.
“And, at tr all. ebe isn’t any relative

• of yours —only your brother's wife,
i’d ike to know what earthly claim
she has upon you! 1 declare, the
more 1 think of it the more 1 am
amazed at the woman’s presumption
Her very name is an aggravation, too.

“‘Plume IWy” indeed, ill wag-r
| my new lace p;n t : ai site was a second
Ljrate actress when site married your

I i brother. No. Mr. Ibercy, if you trunk
L that I—’*
R Hut here the torrent of the lady’s

(.’eloquence was cut snort by the uu- t

• peeled appear* ce on the scene of the
very subject of her obj .rgatroi. ,io i
prrttv woman of about fo ir and twen-
ty. whose waxy g, Id tre-es a d deli

‘ catelv fair complex l li contrasted vie

’¦ illy with the deep mourning weeds
,r she woe.

v **A veil down to for f.-.-t. mentally
ejaculated Mrs AWI Piercy. Aida
i\ inch has band of very best i urt

land crepe on her gown. I wonder
who’s expected to p.n for all this?”

Abel Piercy. the kindest to a: ted of
little men, welcomed h;s brother’s wid
ow with genuine fo sj ’aiity; but 'la
trida. bis wife, look U askance at h*-r
with no friendly sauie ujon lief Conn-

k terance.
• “Ofo r# ¦ ' w I cons

your home. *ani Mr. I’.r: y, as be
made ha-!e n-draw • chair ebs to the
ti re.

**C’litl l y- n are able ! -u ! y urseif
somewhere else,” ci v added bis
wife.

'I e w .dow s* .1 liltic; she on!v i***k
<d. wilh ,*r ‘e, eyes, from one

I ¦ if ' other, a.* she sat there, t!ie morn

mg sotishi!.. turning tier for b>cks to

braided ina*ars oj gold, ti.e jwrarly deli
Ca. y of her sk;n atousit g tne liveliest
envy in Mr*. Ah-I s Jirart

“Though, oi course, r s otdv some
French bairn or C ircassian cr aw or
other, that I lia'eu t heard of,” said
he to herself

Hut after Mr. I‘iercy had buttoned
on i.;i overcoat and gloves, be came
back to the breakfast room, while Ills
w fe was putting up the children’s
school lunches in the pantry.

”1 am n> • much of a ta *.r. Plume.”
s.od lie, in nn odd, hesitating was;
“but you are welcome, my dear very
w.-lc me! And ! hi jh- you will try
to feel to home. ben t n.ind Matilda

just at tisst. Mie’s a little peculiar,
Matilda is but 1 do assure v u she—”,

“Mr Piercv !' uttcre I a stiarp, warn-
ing voice, at this instant, fiotn the
threshold, “is H |>osib!e that imi

havtn't started yet? And you know
bow particular Hodge & Hod ley are as
to vour gelling to the-store at nine
precisely.”

Mr. Piercy turmii pink all over.
“Vrß, my dear —yes,“sad he. “I’m

ipute sure n> be in time!
And lie started oil on a gi title trot
When lie was gone. Plume off

her bonnet and veil, removed in r man-
tle i.nd gl'Vrs. and wtnt into the
k itcheii.

‘Cannot 1 do something to lielp
von, Sister Ma'ildu?” said she [dead
ingiy.

Mrs. Abel Piercv looked, with cold
r blue eyes ami lips (irmly compressed,

at the fair face, which was younger
and fresher than ever without the jet

! black circlet of the bonnet, and the
slight graceful figure before her.

T "No, 1 thank vou,” said siie, “Iam
ft *

-
7 . . , . .

f 'not used to having hue ladies in my
kitchen. ’

.v “Hut i’ vou will lend mean apron

f -No, 1 thank you, Mrs. Oswald
e Piercy,” repeated the housewife. “You
e will find the newspaper in tlie hall.
"

Perhaps tin advertising columns may
r interest you.”
r “We me sisters,” said the young
e widow, with a quivering lip. Will
|’f you not call me Plume?’’
,i “Oh, no, we’re no relations at all, in

reality; said Mrs. Abel Piercy, weigh-
¦r mg out ounces of sugar and poutms ol

Hour with an unerring hand. “And
nally, your name is sticli a vry pecn-

' liar one; Jane, or Martha, or Eliza, !
would have been more t” my taste.
Perhaps, however,” with a keen side-
long giance, “yon have been on the
stage.”

“No,” said Plume, “Iwas a teacher

when Oswald married me. Hut w hat

did you mean about the advertising
columns of the paper ?’’

“Situations, you know.” said Mrs.
’ Piercy, reaching over to the raisin

box. “Hiidgel, you have been at these
raisins, as line as 1 live! “There’s
hall ’mu gone since 1 was here last.”

1 “No, mum, 1 haven ti” sharply re-
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i taint).
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I safety liind, and h s-heen a member tor fire
j rears, I is payment* will be greatly reduced by

; divide lid* declared every eii months. The
' safety *und is already over $400,000 and is rap-

\ idly increasing. They have a cash capital of
s¦-’¦>o,ooo and assets a mounting to over one and

j a .quarter million .
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) expensive one. For Plume Piercy,
1 although she remained on the most

- excellent terms with her kind little,
¦ brother-in law, never crossed Mrs.
i Abel's threshold again. She had been
t too deeply stung—too bitterly insult-

ed there.
f “And it’s all my own fault,” sadly

, tell-cte 1 Mrs. Abel. “01), dear, oh,
! dear! why can’t we see a little way in-

to the futme?”

How Coffee Affects People.

New York has a doctor of unusual
brightness who has busied himself;
lately writing pithy and scholarly
monograms on some of the baptized

, and indorsed evils of society. His
latest manifesto is on “How Coii'ee
Affects People;” and the aim of the
paper is to show that coffee is one of

i|the most powerUil drugs in the list
i of medicines. The proof of its power

as a drug is shown by the fact that it

i is used to a greater extent than any!
¦ 'other is an antidote lor poisons, both
animal and vegetable. He urges that
he dos not desire to reach the ear of

• the public in general; but of those
who have pains in the region of the

jheart, oppressed breathing and an ir-
regular pulse; those who are exceed-
ingly nervous and unable to sleep at

night; those who have a full feeling,
diz/.iurss and pains of a neuralgic,
character in the Head; who have nan-:
sea and sourness of the stomach with-j
out having trail-grossed the laws of
life; wiio have pains in the liver, a
yellow skin, with eyes of the same
sort; and lastly, who have henior-i

i riioids.
If the doctor supposes he has left

¦out one or two of ail creation fr ui!
this list he may be right, but lie cer-
tainly is mowing a wide swath, and

; may honestly say he is after the ear ot
¦Ue public, lo these bw oiler* one

jsuggestion. Umit c tire for a time,;
'throw physic to the dogs, and find out]

lif the trouble after all is not in the;

drug used as a beverage. In moderate
dn-rs eotl.e raises the blood piessnre
and accelerates the heart. Now, says
the doctor, heart disease is in the main

an easily pievcnted unease, and it is
v. i v !i:i|uenlly due lo the excessive

use of coffee. H eiiumerat s several

instances where he had called to pre
scribe and had found his patients
given up to die, but there was really
nothing the matter but the breakfast

1 rug-
11c wisely suggests that in this day

of sudden deaths we aie called upon
to review our methods of eating and
living in order lo get at the cause or

causes. “The heart and brain require!
rest as well as other organs ol the;

i bodv.” If ihevnuels in the brain are!
..-jit distended we have a warning diz i
a i ss sod pa n, and if the warnings 1'
.1 unheeded, apoplexy. -So with the!

I heart. S > short arc its intervals o!
rest w lien beating at to 81 that we!
can hardly conceive it. Add to tills j'

11 ;ie stimulus that sends it up to‘JU
and we must produce disease. Hep

'concludes that for our regular meals j<
and at evening parties wc should sub-P
stitule liie simpler coca or bouillon |;
and escape danger.— St, Louis Globe-
IkntwTat.

Trick cf a Newspaper Correspondent.

The devices of newspaper cone
spoiuiei ts at Washington lo obtain the ;
news are often ingenious and some i
linns dishonest. Back t>f the House
ami Senate gallenes there are large!

; rooms with tab Vs for writing and tel j
(•graphic facilities for sending dis |
patch, s. The correspondents do much •.
if their writing at these tables, and

one > f them, who had been a telegra-!
pher, sat and listened to the news of
ins competitors as it went clicking I
over the wires. The striking similar-
ity <¦( his dispatches to tho-e of other
correspondents so n exposed the trick,
and a change was made to thwart
him. This lazy but smart correspon

! dent, however got the new s, and his
|opponents were at a Io?s fora long

‘ tune to Hud out how lie did so. They
I finally set a watch upon him and found
I he w s in the habit of going tip over
I the house where the telegraph wires
ran. lie had a fine sense of touch,
and was go good a telegrapher that he
could read what was going over the

wires by wetting his lingers and plac- i
ing them upon them. — IIaskinylon |
Lethr. jI

Bull's-eye Shots. j;
A i 1 cunning men are dishonest, or

wi. 1 lie the first good chance they g t.
If we knew the exact value of (

‘ things we should be c 'iiiparatividy j,
free from envy.

Hon’t forget tliis, my boy: There; j
{are 10,000 ways to miss the bull’s eye,
land only one way to hit it.

What a man can't prove never ruin-

led anv one yet; it is what he can :
j prove that makes it hot for him.

i I discover this difference between! 1
| indol-nee uu) laziness. Indolence is j 1
ja disease of the soul, laziness of the

I body.
1 can find plenty of people who can |

{improve every line 1 have t ver writ i
I ten, who can't write one good one of

| their own.
Tin re are two things that everybodyi i

{thinks they can do letter than any:;
{one else--punch the lire and edit a|'
{daily paper.

There are lots of things in this
| world we cat-.’t explain, and that isd
just what makes the things weeau tx-

¦ plain the more certain.
The gnat struggle of life is first for

| bread, then butter on the bread, ami |
jat last sugar on the butter. This is

, j the best any of us can do.
K. petitauce is a commodity always

jin market. The purchaser names the;
price for it ; lucky for him if he tlois

i'not name the price too high.
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Women are Mighty Uncertain.

There was a man at the foot of
Bright Street Saturday who expected
his wife on the Michigan Southern
train. Hu rushed up and down to
see if the train was on time. Then
iie rushed out and engaged a hack.
Then he promenaded up and down
and wiped his brow, and lie was still
at it when a man wlio had been across
the road to wet his whistle with old
rufiicamc slouching back and inquir-
ed :

‘•Expecting some one, eh?”
“Yes, sir.”'
“W ile probably?’"

r • *1
“Bin away long? ’ ¦
“Over two weeks.”

*

“Coming on this train?”

“Wall, I dunno,”continued the man
as he rubbed his back against the
ticket window shelf. “I wouldn’t be
too enthusiastic about it. Wimeu are
mighty onsartin. I've had two of’em
run away from me. Is your wife any
hand to make acquaintances while
traveling?”

“No, si i !”

“Couldn’nt be induced to elope?”
“Sir! Do you intend to insult me?”
“Gosh I no. I wouldn’t insult no-

body nor nothing. Could your wife
be carried away by good looks and

| lots of money?”
"If you wasn’t an old man I’d

thump you fooyour impudence I” ex-
claimed the husband, as lie grew red
all over.

“You would! Well, 1 won’t talS
to y 'U. If your wife comes in on tliu
train, all right; if she do sn't you

! need n’t blame me.”
He went into the sitting room, and

presently the train came in. The
ihusband dodged about as if he was
i walking on glass, and the passengers
came out one by one until the coaches
were empty. There was no wife. It
was ten minutes before the husband

,could give up, and wtien he did and
started out doors the old man lounged
out and said :

“I told him! I've lost two wimeu
just that way, and I knew what 1 was
talking about. —Detr.it Free Press.

Nearing the Fighting Point.

We were at the depot in Griffin, Ga.,
waiting for the Atlmta train, when a
colored man came along with awheel-
' arrow and purposely colided with a
brother of color who was coining down
the street. There was a war of words

¦ for a few in juntos, and then the one
; who had been hit limped to the plat*-—-

j form and said: “Ise gwine to hurt
i lat man afore begets Irew vvid me.”
| “Why don’t you challenge him?” ask*
|ed one. “Dal’s no good, sah. Ize
tun challenged him fu’teen times, an’
he's dun challenged me jist as often.”
"And you can’t bring about a duel ?”

"No; sab ; ebery time 1 challenge him
he wauls to fight with pitchforks, an’
of cose I doau’ accept; ebery time he
challenges me I want to fight wid
shovels, an’ of co’se he doau’ accept.”
"You’ll never get together ” “Oh,
ves, we will; we’s edgin’ along to it
bery day; we’ll keep this thing up till

bimeby we’ll agree on cotton choppers,
an’ den you’ll h’ar dat William Henry
Washington was cut down in his
bloom ut de fust blow. “We’s edgin,
sab, an’ iu my mind’s eye I’m deli ad
mourner at dat nun’s funeral ”

Varieties.

General Butler reads only the Bible
it id the Erening Fust. Butler never

I fails tolu'k on both sides of a ones*

j timi.
It is said that Bar-sum would en-

gage the New York Aldermen for his
great show, except for the fear that
they would rob the elephant’s trunks.

The Smith C dlege girls have organ-
ized a society for the protection of
birds. The larks of the young gen-
tlemen will receive their first atten-
I ion.

A leading advocate of woman’s
rights in the West has rnarrud a man
by the nnme of Pickens. He will be
poor Pickens when Hie gets done with

him.
A Colton citizen tied on-' end of a

rope around his waist the other day,
while he lassoed a Texas steer with
the other. He thought he had the
animal; but at the cud of the first 100
yard heat he found that the steer had
him.

The funeral of William LiI ley, of
Hyde Park, who was drowned during
the flood, took place recently. A wa-
ter Li 1 ley, of course; but seems as if
lie must, have been “but a little faded
flower” if be has been kept since
No-h’s time.

“I d >n't want any castor oil.”said
a sick little Boston boy, petulantly.
“Why, Horace,” expostulated his mo-
ther, “don't you know that castor oil
is made from beaus?” And the little
boy, whose faith in his mother is per-
fect, took the dose, and feebly asked
(iir more.

Miss Clara (to young Mr. Stammer,
iio has just finished a song at the pi-

ano;) “The impediment in your
speech, Mr. Stammer, doesn’t seem to
affect jour singing.” Mr. Stammer.

; “N n ot at a-all. Miss Clara; it is only
vv-wvvheu I a a-attempt to t t-talk
that lam b-b bothered.” (Suddenly
changing the subject.) “But
Miss Clara, I w-w wish los 8

you re regarding a certain
that v vital imp
my f- future h-happiness. I
loved you I long and d
and I want to a-a ask you t-to be
wi-wi-wi-wi—er—ah—t-to be m-my
wi-wi-wi-wi—” Miss Clam (blushing
shyly;) “Why not sing it, Mr. Stam-

: nu r ?”


