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. as hateful as he can, if I se*t outl”

As tothem |

can’t eat!

what a looking object!” she ejacula-
ted.

No trace of his squealer could he
find in the neighborhood of the ditch.
Here and there he ran

“No doubt tut the devil’s entered
into the swine—an’ the women too—I
swum for't!” panted he,

father.

“Phat’s just it!” she cried. “You
don’t care a snap about your own
folks: but if that drunken old Jones
should happen along and raise some
objection, you'd consider his opinion
worthy of some consideration. 1f I'd
only known what you meant to do,I'd
have asked vou to do it, and then I'd
been sure you wouldu’t!  Well, yo a-
head ! If you don’t get enough of it
bef re you get through, then my name
ain't Hope Wayfield! 1 hope you'll
be tormented just about to death with
the nasty things, and I believe you
will. Come mother, come in Let
him get all the comfort he can out of
it. I guess he will tind that 1 ean be

“It is most too bad to let him skite a-
ronnd so for nothing. He has gone
off hunting after that pig that went in
after him when he put in the speckled
one! Did you see him ?”

“No, no, child! I didn’t! T didn’t.”
And the tearsrolling down Mrs. Way-
fi-1d’s face met the irrepressible laugh-
ter that illicited them.

“Call him to dinner, Hope! Call
him to dinner. I couldn’t blow that
horn now to save me!”

Hope blew a vigorous blast; but
Hiram was not the kind of man to
stop tor dinner till that rascal was

And she slammed the door on the

white heat of her father’s reply.

Not a word was spokon in tne Kit-
chen, unless it may have been a spe-
ciesof “wooden swearing,’as Hopeand

Y
her mother went about their work l‘(‘“‘“"d—h(‘l he! .
with more than usual vigor. At last| Still he searched and listened.

“Where in the name of common
sense has that pesky critter gone.
Like as not he's somewhere round by
the pen by this time; I'll go an’ see.”
And there, side by side, he found the
three tired adventurers, sleeping as
composedly as if nothing like trouble
existed in th's mortal world. -

“Th.t beats the Dutch! How in
patur’ did that tarnal little rascal git

Mrs. Wayfield remarked,—

“Hope, I'm sorry you spoke so to
vour father. [ know ‘twas awfal ag
gravatin’; but he's your father, an’ you
ought to be more resp ctful; an’ I'd
ought to kuow mor’n to begin on him
the way't I did myself.”

“Mother, 1 shall never forget tnis as
long as I live! It might not be right
for mie t talk so to him, but my Woy-

field spunk was up; and as for honor in?  Well, he's all right now, which I
ain’t. How wiil I ever face them wo

ing him—if there’s a particle of houor
for him in my heart, just now, I don't
know where 1t is.”

“Hush, Hope! You know he has
good traits, un’ you will remember
them when this cloud passes over.
An’ you must net forget that you are
a chip of the old block, an’ need to
watch over yoursell.”

)

men in such a plight?’

He went glowly in at the back way,
drew off his overalls, and, after a thor-
eugh application of soft soapand hard
water, he donned an unlaundered shirt
that he palled from the clothe’s bas
ket, and presented himself at the din-
ner table with the secret hope that

Have my resders ever tried their|“them women folks had been so busy,
hands at driving pigs? If so, they or perhaps, o mad,” that they had
will experience a thrill of comvassion not taken ‘_h" time or the paius to wit-
|for the farmer a8 he attempted to in- | Vess his misfortunes.

{atall his porcine property in its new| Not a word was epoken; but the
abode, and will be ready to echo his mongrel expression on his face (8o
jamp satis‘action when, sfter a half|suggestive of a dog that had conquer-
hour's chasing of the creature he suc |ed in a fight. but exp cted to be pun-
ceeded in getting one of them safely |ished when his master discovered that
corraled. Hopeand her mother, who, be had ben fighting) proved toomuch
in different circumstances, would have | for Hope's would-be digunity ard she
volunteered their services, if not call. difound it impossible to restrain an oc-
upon, watched his trials with » kind |casional little explosive langh.
of grim satigfuction. But where now “Here, Hope,” said her mother,

| were the other two pige? He hurried 1"mko this bowl an’ go into the milk

i round, hither and thither, and at last| room, au’ git some cream for the pud-

| heard s series of satisfied grunts under din’ out® of that ten quart pan. I

| the barn floor. {skimmed it off from last night's milk,

“My stars!” said he to himsell. afore I run it up for the cheese, an’
|“There they be,a fillin®themselves up|it’s jest as sweet a3 the mornin’s cr
on tiget salpetra, maat Jikely an’ not 4. would ve.”
700l to help megit umount for lovenor| Glad of an
money. An’ how to git um out—that moment, she took
is the question! Why don’t that|peared almost immediately.
young sass box show herself? But I “There isn’t any cream in the pan,”
won't please Lier g0 much as to call|she said; *it's gone.” )
her "specially, as I don't b'iceve she'd| “Gone! A good deal it's gone!”
come 'f 1 did. She'll have to be taken | Here, give me the bowl. 1 shouldn’t
down a peg or tew, or there’ll be no|think ye could see an inch from yer
livin® with her. Shoo! shoo! git out|nose.”

o' this!l” he cried, as he s-ized a mal “Cream!” exclaimed the man, inad-
let and went hastily to tearing up the vertently. “Then it wasn’t butter-
boarda. milk, after all! I thoaght—"

But the pigs scampered away—here,| “Buttermilk would be eplendid ou
there, and everywhere except tle one minnit puddin’, wouldn’t it? We
particular place which would let them | dou’t happen to be in the buttermilk
ont In fact, Mr. Wayfield began to business jest now, but I can give ye
hope they wouldn’t find it at present, someé whey if ye want it. I prefer
for it had occurred to bim to get som~ |sweetened cream myself,” and out she
swill and take it to the opening, and |went. “Hiram Wayfield!” said she,
coax them ont. Arrived at the “swill on her return, “that ar cream is gone,
room,” he found the pails empty, and, |an’ yer know where it went to, or I'm
not to humiliate himself by asking his a sinner. There's a round place on
wife to skim some wilk, he took his|the floor, jest the size of the big swill
pail along to the milk-room, and | pail, with spatters of cream all round
quickly emptied into it what seemed a 1t, an’ | b'leeve yer knaw how they
pan of buttermilk. On his way he come there.” )
seized a rope to be used in case of need.| Hiram's flushed face grew a trifle

But when he reached the barun, the T ‘““r-' Rl o
exasperating creatures were nowher. “Hy! ha! ha! laughed Hope, whose
to be seen or heard. He rapped on S€nse of injury vainly strove to repress
the pail with a stick—a signal that her keen sense of humor. “I'll' bet
was won't to rouse them, when “tired |80¥thing, mother, that he took it out
nature’s sweet restorer” had made and fed it to the pigs!” 5 y
them for a time oblivious of the pangs ”f\“‘ I didn t take it out an 'feed l,l,
of hunger—but it met with no re |0 the pigs, yeimperdent hussy! But

After chasing about with|[—With struggling forces c“"h'"dmg
pail and slip noose, keeping up a con for the mastery iu the corners of his
tinnal rapping for another half hour ”‘“"‘“h_nl m K"““_‘“_V “”?take" ”'
or 80, he discovered a serpentine trail|fnem i pigs dido’t feed 1t to me:
down through the tall meadow grass, [here’s some things it won't do to be
and following it up he found the tru- |00 certain about in this world,” he
ants, very intent en ‘._‘I)llll’l”_{ the if\.(l(‘ll, and the universal qugh that
shmy diteh. - followed restored good nature so com-

Rap! rap! rap! went the signil, and pletely that the restraint passed en
that tim - with so good effict that they tirely Hway.
both started peli mell tor the p il. But But there was little comfort for any
the speekled one hat made a fittle nis of the family that summer, on account

the distance, and the ©f that “thorn in the flesh.”  Mother
surpius wouhl have car | atd danghter Knowing by experience
ried hins Bir bevond our friend acow |thnt would be worse thau
hides but for th untorinnate fact that Useless, themselves to pre-
the spac- between them just then hap. | SeTveawise silence i lll"-Sllbj"ul,T'\"vu
poted 1o e isuthicient  Tnoconse Pwhien points of suatl feet in ai adjoin.
quence of this, Mr. Wanticld very sud- | g ruined beet bed, and among the
denly found himself "l““"hl‘i_’  the demorahizel pea vines, immeliately
diteh, on top of the unforturate pig, pointed out the nmraulnl«:rs. Tudeed, |
while the black mud covered him e lear that Hope was rather HI“.i tlm'n
~econd, overlaid the next by the but. ‘therwise, and enjoyed her father’s
termilk which the other animal anspoken indiguation.  Many a sly

[tipped over in his facs. tangh dud she tack in her sleeve at his

A confused idea of the gqueer hgure BHCODSCIONS smll” when odors unlike
he would cur mingled with a detormi- | the razrance of roses greeted him
nation o “laseo that scoundrel ' now | hrougs the open windows of the din-
he had him. ling v om, and 8o well did she enjoy

This he v ry easily did.  “But after his discomtiture, that the keen edge of

A1, thought he, “I believe I coutd her own DILLerness was dulled.

carry him, if I set about it, easier.” | As for him, after th.at first outbreak,

Grasping him in his arms, he start. | 0is obstinacy would not allow him to
red for the new sty. turn his back. or yield bis point. Yet,

“Plague on that girl " he muttered. through an uneasy sense of having
“Wish she’d kept her plaguey tongue over reached, or the uninspiring influ-
|still!” ence of persistent, though unspoken

But alas! gravitation seemed to pos Lopposition, he failed to complete the
sess an unusual amouut of attraction conveuient arrangements he had orig-
for that struggling, muddy object; inally planned. Seo through the sum-
and but for the rope he must have lost mer the trough reposed without a
him several times, notwithstanding pedestal on the unstable surface of the
his affectionate grip: and when he de-
posited his slimy burden with his
mate, with a “Coufound the women,
anyway!” the perspiration dropped
from his face in buttermilk hue, and
gtuking out the bandana, he essayed to
rub down his throbbing temples.

Couvulsed with laughter,

sponse.

ca culation on
momentam
arvument

schonled

had

bled oser the wall, to deposit in its
capacious precincts the coutents of the
pails.

But the occupants of the quasi gar-
den seemed happy enough, and throve
in the freedom that the large walled
Hope

“Mother, mother!” laughed Hope.’

airy pen; night and moruing he scram-’

'tive noses had been gradually under-
mining, fell upon Speckle, and pinned
him there. When the others were fed
'at night, be was found dead.

| The next morning, for reasons best
known to himself, Mr. Wayficld gave
the survivors a new hom- near the
| barn.

To tell the truth, I believe he was
'actuated by a superstitious dread least
the well renembered curse shounld ex-
tend to the others if they remained
there, and it was very evident that he
had had *‘enough of it;” but he had
(had his “way!”
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| The Hare in the Moon.

1

| There is a common superstition a-
| gainst pointing the finger at the new
| moon ; and in Swabia children are not
{allowed to make the shadow figure of
!a hare on the walls with their fingers,
!in imitation of the hare sometimes
|supposed to be visible in the moon.
| This latter custom is curious, because
{in China, India and Ceylon there is
|also thonght to bea hare in the moon,
‘and in connection with definite tradi-
'tions. In Indian mythology, the god
{of the moon carries a hare; in Ceylon
|the story is that the hare, meeting
! Buddba in a wood, bade him light a
fire, and then proceeded to jump into
it, for her to be cooked for his benefit}
{whereupon Buddha snatched the good
lanimal from the flame and translated
|him to the moon. And the Chinese
{hold that the hare’s figure was placed
lin the moon to commemorate the action
lof the Ruler of Heaven, who once
[changed himeelf intoa hare toassuage
| the pangs of a hungry traveler. Some
{such story must underlie the Swabian
|custom, which, like other customs in
connection with the moon, is some-
times thought to be a survival of the
old system of moon worship. But
how came it that the sun and moon
were ever worsnipped at all? Is it
vot, " ith greater probability, because
buman attributes were once ascribed
to them with fear and dread, than be-
cause they were regarded as the sym-
bols of light, or fire, or heat? From
the belief in their humanity to belief
in their divinity, the transition would
be natural and obvious, and, in fact,
on no other theory can we understand
all the propitiatiory sacrifices connect-
ed with their worship. Would the
Mexicans have offered their horrible
human eacrifices merely to the sym-
bols of light and heat?—Gentleman’s
Magazine.
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He Was Some Lunatics. .

— 73

sat at his door the other afternoon
wondering why it was that so many
men in Detroit preferred butterwilk
to beer, when two strangers came a-
leng. Oneof them placed a penny on
the side-walk, placed his right heel on
the penny, dnd then beut over to see
how far he could reich and mark the
flagstone with a nail. Ag he reached
out he lifted his heel off the penny,
and the other man picked up the coin,
slipped it into his pocket and winked
at the saloonist. *“That’s a long
reach,” said No. 1, a8 he straightened
up. “Yes, but you lifted your heel off
the cent.” “No, I didn’t.” Bet yecu
a dollar!” “I’ll take it.” *Hold on,
shentlemens,” said the beer seller, as
he rose up; *“I like to make some bets
myself.” “I bet you $2 my heel is on
a penny,” said No. 1. *I take dot bet
awful queek,” replied the saloonist,
and a couple of $1 bills were handed
to No. 2. No. 1 sat down oun the
walk, pulled off his shoe and held it
up that the saloon-‘eeper might see a
penny screwed fast to the heel. He
replaced his shoe after a moment, rose
up and bowed courteously, and the
pair walked off. They were at least
half a block away before the victim
recovered sufficiently to say: “Vhell!
vhell! I pays taxes in two wards und
goes twice to Chicago, but yet I vhas
some lunatics who ought to be led a-
round mit a rope!”—Detroit Free
Press.

- - - o - -

PEBBLES.

The dime museum woman, who
writes with her toes must make a great
many foot-notes.

You must see about seats for the
new opera, Fishy, said Mrs. Fish-
whackerto Mr. ' I saw the lihrettos
[at the books ore today. (Horatii Fiacei
Opera.)

No sooner is the Reichstaz dissolv-
+d in Germany than the Landtaz iz
opened, and we dare say Rig g and
Bobtail will be along presently.

M. L. Holbrook has written a book
on *“How to Strengthen the Memory.”
He omits the st fashionahle of
strengthenery, that of tying a string
about the foretinger.

Mr. Whistler wor: yellow glove.,
carried a yellow stick, and showed at
his breast pocket a note of yellow on’
the occasion of the opening of the
Grosvenor Gallery Exhibition in Lon-
don.

Dr. George Frommaun, the cel«bra-
ted lingui-t, is dead. At one perind
of his life he was able to converse with
entire facility in forty nine languages,
including dialects. Latin he spoke us
rapidly as German.
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Having Great Larks.

“What was the great racket I heard
{in your woodshed after you got home
|from fi-hing last night?” asked one
{ Estelline small boy of another. “It
| was me swingin’ the buggy whip for
"fun,” the other replied. “But I heard
somebody jumpin’ around, too.” “Oh,
| that was pa, seeing if he could jump
{over the wash boiler and two tubs.”
' “But who wasityelledsolikethunder?”
| “Why, every time be made an extra

|

enclosure gave them, till one- day a high jump he would holler kinder in
Hoje had become as angry as ber|watched him start off again, and “Ob, monstrous stone, which their inquisi-! fun, you know.”

A saloon-keeper on Gratiot street




