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ROBIJrSOJy, r*IHMCMZR & to.

FINE MEDIUM CLOTHING
FO 11 ME N AX 1) BO VS.

STRICTLY OWE PRICE--WO DEVIATIOW.
819 S. E. Corner 7tli <Sr E. Sis., AVABHING'iON, IX C.

i •/. BenJ. Mattingly,

GENERAL AGENT FOR

SOUTHERN M-VliYI.ANI>

Passaic Agricultural Chemical \\ orks

LISTEK BROTHERS, IVoprielors.
MANUFACTURERS OF

Fresh Bone Super-Phosphate of Lime.
AMMONIATED DISSOLVED BONE.

U. S. PHOSPHATE and CELEBRATED GROUND BONE.

w THE BEST FERTILIZERS NOW IN ISE a*

OFFICE AND WAREHOUSES

Nos. 54 and 58 Bachanan’s Wharf Baltimore, Md.
FACTORY—NEW A UK. N. V

I have an Es'aldished Warehouse at La Plata, on the P k 1’ R K d h-ve a

wars on hand there a full line of all grades of the above Fern f--‘ r*il 'nr :mra!ia e <fe

liyerv. References : J H. Langley. W M Jameson, Capt. Alai Kraoklio. Tboa K i'vioiivt

Alex' Haisiip, John B. Carpenter, H. H Ueo and all who have used ihe,es goods

We hsve a most excvlleul article lor PUTATOE.S and ail kinds of Garden \ egeia t.e

John .If. Liogii.
L AGKaMFOK^-v

6. OBER 4 SON COMPANY,
MANUKA! ifREK.S OK

STANDARD IM-aiTIIMZ KI{S,
AND DKALKKS IN

FE TILIZIXG MATERIALS,
OFFI CK, Lifi S. Gn> aim I. *• > *

MARINE BANK HITCHING.

Factory, Lccust Point. 13 ALr TIAlOI v JE.

IrCognlai* Ilrnmls; —SPECIAL SO. 1 PE HI IIAA AMU
BOSE £ POTASH. A MMOMAi ED SEP EE PHOSPHA IE "E

LIME. PURE PIS. BA H BOSES. PEBE /OS. BA BUSES
vf- POTASH. PEBE I IS. BOSE. PEBE BA H HI. A / ISE

DIS. BOSE PHOSPHATE. JUS. BASE PHOS-
PHATE if POTASH. H7//lA’ HALL PHOS-

PHATE. LOCUST POISE COMPUESD.
FARMERS STAS DAO MEBATE POT-

ASH. SULPHATE POTASH.
080 USD TA AKISH, A SO

ALLEEBTILI/JSH
MA TEBIALS.

Before purchasing your Fertilizers for Wheat the coming reason, ii ail’be to your inlere.t t<

give us a call. All the above brands hie strictly rei lable. b ridt swe keep iu siotk all ki >ds ot

ibe best grade material from a bicb we can make you any grade Fertilizer you may need
This House is an old established one, and every thing they sill you is as repress old. As an

evidence ot the superiority of our goods, my sa es have imre. Bed liom i 1 tons (>er annum,

the first year to one thousand and eighiy-hve tons, tins tv ng my ,-alrs m Chailes and Nt

Mary’s coualies the past year. 1 ,-bali not be Satishid uniti I sel. every nspcusib e tanner in

Southern Maryland, ms it is not only lor my own interest 1 isli to do ,-u My grea tsi uesi ei-

io induce ibc planters of tiouthei n Mary land to use sli icliy hrsi class good? *nu uu only do so
by dealing with a firsi class bouse. It you will buy your gcods Horn the G Übvi A tiU

Company you will not regiel it. Mr. .1. Bmh, ul Bryauioau, or Mr C if L oyd, ou;

Collector and Sale men, will be g ad to rutive your uideir, and I a ill de.ote as u.u< n lime a?

1 Gan iu the two coumi.s the con.mg season in ordt r to in- u e the I iu.ms ol Nouihern Wary
land to buy the best Fertilizers oUered to the people ol any Nt.ie in Cniou At r.ejousibb

orders sem dnei tto the Com piny ill level ve pu in, t t< m. n
1 out e very Iiu’y,

JOIiS SI. LLOVIJ.
j; B —What Mr James F. Mattingly, a large and practical laimer ul Chxpluo Hislrn I, Nt

Mary’s cotuiy, say sot our Tobacco LoUipooad : lleaaysllial be can glow s Uige lohnoc

from Oi her ter iiizers as he can Iroiu Goer's, Out a li.ic Gner #is just a.-goo 1 as iu (/ i .lily, H j
weighs troii. jto £ more than any other Icr.iliz. rs ilint lie h..s imd. I win tide add illc ,V|r

Matliugly i. not only a vt-r,- good and prorperous tarmr liui siruiiy reliable. Mr. Maiiingiy
has used on r goo IS or several y ears and say she nl me no others n, |U lor tt bt .i and 1 obat< -

JO HS M. LLOYD.

BUGGIEST BUGGJES, BUGGIES!

CARfifAVS! CARRIAGES I ! CARRIAGES ! I!
All Kinds at All Prices from fSO up.

j® ®l
I | A PULL LEATHER TOP BUGGY $73. j

I

and be convinced of v\liat tvc say.

I-I. 13. SCHMIDT,
1 SI W, liberty Street, BAIsTIMOKE.

Cbipcliase 13r05.,
—GEHERAL—

Commission Merchants,
KOR THE SALE OF

Leaf Tobacco, Grain, Wool &

Country Produce-
-1 OO S*outh Charles street,

BALTIMORE, MO.

We will give especial attention to the in-
spection and sale of all Tobacco consigned
to us. All kinds of

EERTILIZERS, CLOVER SEED,
GROCERIES AXU IMPL.KMEXTK.

furnished at LOWEST PRICES.
Liberal advances made on consignments.

We have engaged the services of MR. AU-
GUSTUS Y. GRAY to solicit tor us is this
county. (April 4-ly.)

L. D. R Bean. Marcellus Burch

E. D. R. BEAN & CO.
114 S. Charles St, Second Floor,

Baltimore, Md.

COMMISSION MERCHANTS,
FOR THE BALK OF

Tobacco, Grain, Wool, Hides,
Furs, Taive Stock

and Produce Generally.
Solicited and prompt re-

turns made. (jn. 29 It.-86.)

W. H. Moore. J. F. Mudd.

W. H. MOORE & CO..
(fiiBOCERS AND

COMMISSION MERCHANTS,

No. 105 S. Charles St.,
BALTIMORE.

Particular attention givem to' the in
on and sale of TOBACCO, the sale ofGRAIN
od all kind* o< OOOIfTRY PRODUCE.

G. Ucct-rr, i Waltsb.Carptstib

liUTLEY L CARPENTER
GENERA L

'COMMISSION i ERCHANTS
FOR TBR SALE 01

Tobacco, Grain &c.
57 Light Street,

BLTISIORE, MD.

JW'QPECIAL ATTENTION GIVFN TO
jpo- Inspection and rale of TOBACCO,

and sale of all Country Produce. Consign-
ments solicited. nov 30-ly

ALBIN PRICE & CO..
909 La. Ave., ft 910 C St., S. W.

Washington. D. C.

Gen l Commission Merchants
FOR THE BALE OF

Horses, Cattle, Sheep, Lambs,
Veal, Grain, Hay, Cord-

WOOD, OYSTERS, POULTRY, EGGS
WOOL, FUR, HIDES, ETC.

Return thank* for the liberal patronage

We have received and hope to continue to merit
the same. ffeb. 5 2-m )

ACArd7~
J. W. MONTGOME Yf

—WITH—-

BULLEN & McKEEVEH,
No. 939 Louisana Avenue,

Washington, D C.

The firm of Burch 4 Montgomery bavin;

Seen disso'ved by n ntual consent. I have
associated raiself *i h the old reliable fir -i of

Bullen 4 M-Keever for the tiansaction of *

lieveral Commission Business lor It-e sale (.1

Cattle, Sheep, Hog- and other country | reduce.
Thankful lor ike liberal pane i igc of my ionn

lev liieode in the past 1 respectfully o ii it >h*

etuiitisaiMGce of same in the future.
Respectful V.

J W.MONTGOMERY.

RARE CHAMCS OFFEREE
To Secure Itiglt Prices.

T. mTposey.
Commission Agenl

For all Kinds of Country Produce.

941 B Street, S- W,
was ms g tof, n. c.

THOMAS PERRY,
G E N E tt A L

COMMISSION MERCHANT,
No. 17 King Street,

ALEXANDRIA,VA.

jgfAgent for Chemical Fertilizer Co
of Baltimore city, Gerra Patent Family
Flour, and Wats’s Richmond Plows.

May 4-tf

HU AXTI 1V to l>e made. Cut this out and re-

-3n 11Pr 1 lurH t‘> us - a,l<i we wills *“nJ >'°u
tree,something of great value and

importance to you. that will start you in busi-
ness whijliwill bring you in more money right
away th in anything else in tlii.iwin... Anyone
-can do Vie work and live at borne. Kitber sex ;

all ages. Something Hew, that Just coin* money
for all workers. Wf willstart you; capital not
needed. This is one of the genuine, important
bailees of a lifetime. Those who are ambitious
nd eut irprising will not delay. Grand outfit
ee. Ad Ires* True A Co., Augusta, Maine,

CUR MATCHLESS

Mark Down Sale
Is now is full operation, sueli
an opportunity to get strietly
tirst el ass Clothing for Men.
Hoys ami Children at such
incredibly low figures has not

oeeurred in I’> years. Every-
thing mu>t he sold, cost w hat
it may. Don't dela\ as goods
are being eargerly purehased
hv crowds of shrewd buyers
For the greatest bargains of
our times. \ i>it or write to

ACMK HALL.
17 East B’ltimoro Street,

mw \ : ••ii nr Chitrlt*

IIKAIHiI'ARTKKS
-FoK-

Sleigh Goods!
Assortment Large, Prices Low

IRONED SWELL CUTTERS,
VV.th > h txo >* % i*h.

s.,- icf W n’f for Pfirrt

SWELL CUTTERS. NOT IRONED
SLEIGH BASKETS,

TWO AND FOUR PASSENGER?.

Sleigh H miners.
OSK TO TWO ISCIIFS sqrARK*

Sleigh Bells, Plumes, Plushes,
ci oms cAHi'krs < i i /

>/tot’s. Jhoy.-i aoi.rs. trr

Quotations Cheerfully Given

-•< AMIIHI.V**
Win k 1 >arl > \V ir *,

tfcr Bn; **.*’to $ a! *p

••c vs r< )Hin i

THE KKUAHLK WEE OIL
‘•c vs'i itc >i .i \ i*:"

THE BESTAXLE GREASE.
CnACll FINDINGS.

Bar Iron, Steel,
VARNISHES,

lIiTS F.IE CGAC9 urn.
Important Items

I), itrrj F o H I'm 1 N tbj •p-
-tor Bui •

J. H. KENDALL,
618 Penna. Ave., 619 B St.,

WASHiSGToy, h c

mt /\ INFORMATION
ZdkN MANY PIMONI

Ht thit

<L4f/j|BUP Buffer frw*
f \ <—rither

y ileadnrh*,

mHllnllrTV/
i' • In •

/ imb. Hark and
Side*, Had Hlood,

/ndiyration. I>ut/xp*ta,
Sialaria.CoristijHttivn AKidnry Trttnhira.

-?—VOLINA CORDIAL CURES RHEUMATISM,
Bd Blood And Kidirer Trouble*. by clftniinf th

blood of Mlu luipo/iu, ttrtugthroihg all pAn*
of iLs UJjr.

-*—VOLINA CORDIAL CURES SICK HEADACHE,
KeuralrU. I’alua in the I Itnl*.Him k and Sid*-* by
Aooi>g Ike Drtvrl and ftt rrujc *hry: i.g tu muv .?*.

-?—VOLINA CORDIAL CURES DYSPEPSIA,
fdtg**tlonand Constipation, by Biding the im-
-11 Ati(ijfof the Food through ih# proper action of lh#

•Aouiach ; llcrrAle* a healthy Appetite.

-*—VOLINA CORDIAL CURES NERVOUSNESS,
f>epre*ion of spirits And WeaAueM, by enliven-
ing nud toning ih* tystein.

-?—VOLINA CORDIAL CURES OVERWORKED
And TVllcmfe Wonren. Puny and Sickly Children.
It itdelightful And nutritious as a general Toole.

Volin* Almanac and bDrr
for 1887* A handsonre. complete

I And useful Book, telling how to tI KK
DISKASF.S At HOME in n T !*-aaol. natural way.

Mailed on receipt of a 2c. postage stamp. Adir*sA

VOLINADRUG A CHEMICALCO.
BALTIMORE, MO.. U. S. A.

DR. JOHN W. MITCHELL,
DENTIST,

Old No. 160 N. Howard Street,
New No. 527 N. Howard Street,

HaLTJMot;K, MD.
Gyjotite Academy of Mimic.

I would respectfully ?k mj Cbar'rs county
friends to call on me when requiring denial

1 work ofany description. 1 have every facility
i for doing first-class dental wcik and guaiautre

1 satisfaction in all ca*es

lR J \V. MITCHELL,I I) S

CHAPEL POINT MILLS.
riTHE undersigned having ren'ed, thoroughly

j J. rrpairtd and refurnished the above Mills
are now prepared to receive prist of all kinds.
Wednesdays ol each wetk for giiniiing Wheel.
We keep constantly on hand a large supply f

i Meal to ejcbanpe for Cot n We a ill serve the
I public at any time of day from 5 o'clock A . M.

1 to 8 o’clock P. M
, ( SMOOT & CROSS, Props

Hie fort fobacco £im
AND CHARLES COUNTY ADVERTISER.

PUBLISHED AT PORT TOBACCO, MARYLAND, EVERY IRIDAY MORNING, BY COX & DAILY, IDllCBS AND IHIHIjCH, A1 CLP ICHAR HR ANNUM IN ADVANCE.

PORT TOBACCO, MARYLAND, MAHCH 18, 1887. Volume XLIIL—No. 40.

poih’n.
nh ri:i' or

BV I'HlLirBl KHOI C.HS 4T( Mi

Chuusr thou, oh fou'h, ihv p.ih in life,
!*-l noi pvpnij deride;

lie no) in life's momentous stiile,
wiM up n the t lie.

1W ermine.! ht Ihr uirn *h •1! be,
T..il nfc lhl itim m view :

If ireumstHmes binder ihie,
„M>ke circui/,otao< es new.

Be not the iron that is lent
And beaten as it glows ;

Bo; be, through full and Hied intent,

The arm that (tiers tbe blows.

R-merobe* tt i-; We tan attain
What fully we intend :

We for ourseires ourstimf ordain
Li'e’s destiny and end

They win in 'i r wiho wilt to win.
They fall who faint and fear;

To him with dauniles* heart within
No obftat let appear.

Thera ino mount too high to sctle.
atrm too w ide to span.

For him who wills he will ol fall,
Who trilland tbera'oro ns

cho. *t*. rb vouib. Ih? p*ib in \fr,
VTifb firm il tit

Bung iht power* into the *lrfe,
bai) ibe i.<l ?

- £-flfrE itratling.
IHK(O.UbIM()> OF A UOBHKK

HA KATK W. IIWIIITUX.

It begun in a robbers’cave. I don't
<up|<o#e much 11)tat is gi>d begins it.

rubbers'cai. s. an i Aunt Jam* *ay a

boy oughtn't to have bis In-ad full ol

such things Hut her head is full of
title one now, ami. any t, if wasn't
a very bail cate; very bad rubbers, 1
mean.

J e Brown and Bill Svk>* and a lot
of u* boys started it tit nf us. We
thought we'd be tbe <ory B-others at

fir#!, but the |>oke lerri. eren t ripe
enough we cuolel get any juice, anti
we had to give tip the Cory. But the
care >u the best part of tt, and we
had a first rafecave There’s a vacant
lot right next to Watkin*’*store, w here
an old hoes* had been turned down
The cel I•r wall is all looaened. and
thrown (Joan in places, and e ting
r.bl in where the s I had been. We

¦> iij throw the dirt out among the
h sh in that old cellar without anv-

ily routing it, and we dug a good
Jj >£>'' g | assage

wav with a room at the end of it. The
passage way vo jret'v !•>. so w~ had
to go on our hands a d knees to get
through it, and when we came to thr
n> -i there was a door, and we l.al to

give _‘l teer knock. ihe tifalld Polity
tickle w rder that was Joe would

say
\\ lio’ l here 1

And wr ha I Inr tirr;

"Hop skotcli-ka doodi. !”

It was ral interesting hr you

learned les, and about the grips and
rverythn g But the cate h .is pre'tt
dark and sort uf close with all of us
there, and so we made a bole through
the I p of if, for a Secret ex t in cse
of attack. All the cates we reart of
had th m. It let the light and air in
Some, ant when we didn’t want it for
our • ir, we could use it for a chim
ney Ihe cave wasn’t big enough for
both, and ant wv. we were tired of
dtggu g. and our bands were ail bits
ten d The chimney came up jus' a

little back of \\ at kit Vs store, and we

Covered it up with one of the empty
hog.lievils that were thrown out there
We turned the hogsh.ad bottom tip
ward, and fastened it so it couldn't be
knocked away, au i made a hole in the
top for the smoke to Come out; t ig e-

noiigh fr the smoke to come if. too.

We kt e no'odv would notice the
hogshead, because (here -te a!wins
so many empty bar re's anti hogsheads
back if Watkins's store They were
all lull of whisky ami rum and such
at i! IF, when I hey were rolled in; but

' they g I einp ypr tty fast. Bill Sykes
said the only difference oetw. en Wat

kin’s barrels and his customers was
th.t the turrets rolled ut the biek
door empty and the c tsn mers rolled
tint the front door lull; they both
smelled too strong of win key for anv
use. But there wete some lolks who
didn't see anything funny about it;

and they wete the lolks that owned

t he customers.

.limmi. (' Hits lives near our house,
and Ins lather mt to Watkins's all
the lime, lie COUid earn good wages
at Ins trade, I>nt In- didn't; and hr
spent i eariv all Ik did get for drink.
Mis. Collins washes and sews, and
Aunt .l ine, ai <1 other people, helped
ber;and ev n men the Inne Collinses
never ha things like other children.

1 was so sorry for Jimmy that i did
think Id ask him to join the Band.
But wl vi I sort id hinted So him it

he'd like to he a (tor; Brother, he
1 said :

"What's that? Something to eat?”
, He looked as it he’d sell out any

brotherhood lor a square meal, so 1
' didn't know as it would be safe for

him to join But we boys tO"k up a
c Ihot ion for himjonly we didn’t have
i ut five cents and some marbles.

I But there wouldn't have been any
, trouble about that cave if it hadn’t
e been for Watkins. We had canied in

a few sticks one day, and made a lit
tie blaz>* so we could talk around our

council lire. But it made inch a
smoke that we pul it out, ami began

* to counsel without any lire, when, all
*

of a sudden, somebody said :

“Who's there?”
f We all jumped, and I lorgot that
* the question came from the wronj

side of the door, and I yelled:
i “Hop skotcli-ka doodle?”

But nobody earn* in, nor said any-
thing more. 'l’li*(trand Polity —tick-
le warder—was afraid to open the
door alone;so we all opened it togeth-
er. and there was nob dy to be seen.
We linked at each other, and Bill
Sykes said maybe it was an ambush,

and they meant to knock ns over
when we crept out one bv one. We

(didn't want to creep out after that,
an i we didn’t care about s’a ing there
very I ;tg.

‘ Now is the time f r the s cret
exit.” said Joe in a whisper.

We ai! climbed up one after anoth-
er, and out at the top of the hogshead
as fast as we could; and what do you
thin', we found? Watkins and three
or four more men, and some boys, all
standing round and wondering what
made the smoke come out of the bar-
rel! It was Watkins himself who had
called “Who’s there?” But we never
thought of anv voice coming from
that way, and we had just lie traced
the secret exit and the cave and the
wli< K* business worse than Jimmy Col-
lins could have done it in six months

Well, when they saw us come pour-
ing out they all stated for a minute,
and then thev laughed,and one of the
men said ;

“That’s the biggest harrelful 1 over
¦=aw ; gi x bovsl"

•*IIo! that ain’t nothin’,” piped
Jimmv Collins, who was hanging
round on the edge of the crowd. "A
barrel will hold more than that Wat
k'tis’s barrels will, anyhow. M i savs
our cow. and the little house we used
to have, ai d <>ur g tod clithi-S and a'l
h r happiness have gone into his rum
• arrels.”

The men fairly shouted: all but
one; that vji Jimmv Coilin’* s father,

i Watkins’s face grew red an I then pur
pie. ai.d lie look ! a* if bed like to

! scalp Jimmv.
"You young rase.al!” he roare b

•tamping hi* foot. "IfI c tch you”
But the roof of that cave wasn’t a

good place to prance around on. The
¦ first thing *e knew Watkins dr pped

out of sight aid our barrel and a lot
• more barrel* and norrd of din on top

! of h? m.

I
"He’s killed’” s.i I somebody.

Bill Svkes’s- l- * .food o'.ll like g’:l
; marble*, and lus lips turned white.

¦ He looked round at us, and said he:
“Cut, hovs! (hit for your lives!”

! “We tlid it, 100. Yon nev.-r saw
’ six pairs of hee ! s fly as ours did. and

we didn’t flop fill we dropped down
behind the thick hnshe* in Humph-
rey *g wood* Placing you’re n out

1 1 law with the detective on vour track-
i* nice enough; hut the real thing i#
n't TuftnT

’ i tnpposr e*e. an
oot-law would like a chance to g
home to supper when it’s getting
dark, especially tf he knew his Aunt

- Jare roti!d he worrying about him.
We held t good d ,i! aolemner council

, there m the wo -d thin ever did
around thecoimc l fire. Joe Said it

would ju*t kill his mother if he was
hut gor sent to ut either. Bill <

sure e hadn't committed mtirder.be
cu*e i-vervh>dv knew Watkins broke

1 through info the cave himself; bit
¦hen if nnght lie manslaughter on ac

. count ”f our having dug it right tin

i drr his ground; we never thought of

¦ his ground either.
f I don’t know how long we hid. hut

coin'd v came after us. It grew s> late

¦ that it was nearly dark; we couldn't
stay there a'! night, and at last we

¦ planned to go and see Lawyer I’uinph-
f rev. at d tell him all about it. because

we thought we’d have to get a lawyer

i anv war But nst as we were coming
• out f the woids we met him, and we

r stopped right there in the ro.vl and
•old him. He is a first rate lawyer;
full he look* d pr-ltv Sillier when he

¦ first heard whaf he bad done, and he

¦ chewed his moustache a good deal,
and s rt of irernhh d. •

••Yes, I see,” said he. “A two story

. robh r’s cave, with one big robber a
, hove, and six small opes below. It’s

j hml hnsine-s —vet v.”
He S lid. Seeing we bid engaged 111 111

, firs', he wouldn't appear against us.
I ami be would d>* w hat he could for us.

s If the wors' name to the worst be
thought be could get us oft’ on i iiea-

, vus corpus —or something like that.

But Bobby (irey —lie’s Hi smallest of
I ns began to ci v then, and said that

( wouldn’t do him anv goo. I. lie want

i ed In get olf a ive; he didn’t want to

, he a corpus.
I should haveth night S-piire I’uiit

j phn v wou’d h ive chewed his mou-
tach- all offhv that time and he told
ns to go home, and not be afraid ; be d

j make if al I right.

But be didn’t have to do anything
jlnmt it. for Watkins wasn’t killed al

r ter all. They dug him out most as

| good as ever, only bis nose was all

I done up in strips -f pi ister when we
went by to school the next day Mr

' didn’t goon bis side of the street. \\ •
j jhave given up the (lory Brothers now,

and turned onr band into a temper-
. ance society. It meets in our barn,

land I’m the first president. And who
* d i you think was the first o e to
~(sign our pledge after ourselves?

!Jimmy Collins's father. He walked
T | right up to the barn door and aske iI to put bis name down ; and says lie ;
1 i "1 hope that not only six boys, but
!i

one new man has come out of that old
e

rum barrel of Watkins’s.”
Yon never saw a boy so proud as

¦ Jimmy Collins is. He says he is go
! ing to have a loiter like other fellows.

n
We talk of taking Jim into our soci-
ety, and we are going to initiate him

1 tn i iglit if he isn’t black-balled. 1
tt jginfß lie won’t he, because we haven’t
l'j iuy black balls made yet. .V. )’. In

dtpendent.
Bloomingtos, 111.

tt Theeconomic question agitating the
g public mind just now is whether it

costs more to be a member of Congress
or a student at Harvard College.

MU KRAT HUNTING.

THE SPORT ALON’G lUVEK MARSHES
Fill'll STORY MUSKRAT DWELLINGS.

Muskrat shooting is a sport which
is attracting considerable attention
now nnd is being largely engaged in.
During the winter a few muskrats are
killed, but it is not until the approach
of Spring that tli3 season fully opens.
Tiie >re.i of marsh land along the riv-
ers and their numerous inlets form
lavorite hunting grounds for musk-
rats, and th .'v are now being captured
in large numbers. Next to the bea-
v r the muskrat is one of the most in-
genious of rodents in the construction
of its houses, and its mode of life and
habits are very interesting. They se-
lect the low river maish lands as their
dwelling place, and there they build
their houses. A location is preferred
which is flooded at high tide, but
which is clear of water at low ebb,
and every creek and almost ev?ry lit
tie inlet to the rivers afford innumer-
able- positions that are favorable. After

’determining upon the exact position
for their house, the rats burrow leads
or miniature tunnels from the water’s
edge at low tide to the spot upon
which the house is to be erected.
Tbev then set about collecting mater-
ial for their dwelling. The tall canes
and coarse marsh grass are cut down
and pulled iu place, and the marsh
mud is used as a kind of mort-r. A
large circular foundation h Did, and
the ground floor :irrarig d on a level
with the lea-ls. This completed, an

upward lead is made likeaspiral stair-
way to the second floor, which is made
into a room similar to lb*- firs', but of
less circumference. A third and some-
times a fourth floor is hui't with the
spiral lead running from the level of
the marsh to the top of the house,
each succeeding room being of some
what less diameter up to the roof or
Join**, which ad* as a water shed.
I he height <d" e mil Ho -r from the level
•>f the marsh is regulated by the sue
c--sive heights reach by the tide. The
rats are social in their habits, and at
extreme low ebb, when the accommo
dations are great si iu their houses,
quite a number nuv be found in the
same hut. At flo d tide fewer are
found in arty one house, as the accom
modalions are limited then only to
the upper stories which are freeof wa.
ter. but these a r e all the more eisily
sec 1 red '• v the hunter. There are
three wavs by which I lie rats are cap
tore-1 : By shooting, by trapping and
by spearing. A few may be secured
at t ight by creeping as noiselessly M

possible along the creek edges, and
w if.-Kin? Tor Cn>m to crawl upon*
bank to feed. lii tliis they are very
dainty. !Iaving procured a favorite
root, they approach cautiously the wa

<er • dge and dip it in and rub off the
mud, dip it in again and again until
it is perfeetjk e'ean and suited to their
taste, wl.cn it i> eaten with evident
relish, provided the sportsman is suf-
ficiently hit-r sted in the preess to
wait. A boat, however is usually
use!, us the rats cm be more easily
in 1 quietly approachei on the water.
In tin-case two persons occupy the
-a ne boat, the sportsman requiring a
pii'her, as in the case of ortolen. As
tins -port can only be eng-ged in at
nigitt, the sky must be comparatively
clear iu order that the sportsman may
nave the advantage of the moonlight,
or, letter still, bright sta light. A

:headlight with reflector is. however,
sometimes us d on the bow of the
hoot, and this arrangement is fre
qnentlv quite successful during the
darker nights to one sufficiently well
acquainted with the hunting grounds,
('rapping* is another of the modes by
which tht rats are secured. The traps
are mad of b srds about six inches
wide ami three feel long. These are
uailei together like an ordinary box

trap, Ilie open ends being secured by
swinging d ors of wire network, fas
tened to the up, er p rt of both eu
trances. These doors allow esy in
gress to tne trap, but -mce in, the rat
cannot get out without •¦pening the
door by pulling it to him. which se-
cret they seem very slow to discover.
These traps are pul in the leads mu

- ning from ttie houses to the water
when the tide is at low ebb and the
ta's are--lit feeding. On the return
tbev crawl up the leads, push against
one of the wire doors of the trap,
which immediately opens into the
trap, but he cannot get further, as the
next door opens toward him. Be ore

I he can gnaw out Ihe tide makes up
and lie is drowned in the trap. By

, having a number ot traps and watch
img the tide close.v a trapper can cap-
.jturea large number in this way. The

I most destructive mode qf capture is
hv spearing. Four or live rods of
of iron three or four feet long are se
cured in across section frame of wood

or ir-ni and their points are well sharp-
ened, and with this the hunter ap-
proaches the rat house as quietly as

’ possible,as the inmates are constantly
( 011 thealert and if alarmed will quick

, ly ruu down their spiral stairway and

I I run into t.e leads. Stepping to the
I side of the house he reaches over it
land plunges the spears d -wu through

t it as far as lie can push them. With

I the pick he pulls the house to pieces,
jaud frequently finds two or three

a : muskrats, and sometimes more, im
paled by the spears. This destructive
method is, however, not looked upon
with favor by sportsmen, as it tends

' to drive the rats away from the more
jiacc ssihle parts of the marsh. The

( muskrat is somewhat similar in ap
pearance to his dry land cousin, but
is incompatibly larger. The brown

i muskrat, which is larger thau the
black muskrat, when full grown will

el measure twelve or fourteen iuchei
t jfrom the tip of the nose to the root o
s the tail, and his rat like caudel ap.

¦pendage sometimes attains a length 0

eight inches. Muskrat skins are val-
uable for their soft glossy fur, and are

• bought by traders at from six to ten
c nts each and sold to furriers. The
flesh of muskrats is said to be palata-
ble and it is sometimes eaten. These
river rats are specified by a peculiar
kind of musk inclosed in a little fatty
sack just under the skin in the lower

1 part of the body. The muskrat sea-
son opens early in winters and closes
in May. The season is now at its

1 most popular period. —Baltimore Sun.

Bro. Gardiner on Human Nature.

Human naiur’ am a werry onsartin
1 thing

I It am so full of streaks an’ freaks
• an* noshuus dat it am a wonder de

• Lawd doau’ git discouraged wid us
I sometimes.

A statesman will riz up in de eve-
: uin’ an’ declar’ dat we have de greit-

, est kentry on airth. NVx' mawnin’,
if his coffee am not up to par, or his
b ef steak am a little off, he am ready

• to walk out an’ announce to de public
dat our system of gov’ment am one

i which will eventooly bring de kentry
i to a state of poverty an’ degradashnn.

Dar’am a large class of people who,
when dev hev honey fur supper, bless
¦ie Lawd fur His goodness an’ am

1 ready to subscribe SIOO toward deerec-
shun of a new church Nex’ mawnin’,
when apple siss tikes de place o’
honey, dey emagine dat old Satim has
got a fust mortgage on eberyt hing, an’
dey wouldn’t put up a nickel fur a
church if d y had money to throw a-
wav.

Dar’ am people who go about wid
broad smiles on deir faces an’ tell you
da' dis world am all right. It’s daily
growin’ better an’ it’s plenty good

I’uuff for ay body. An hour later,
. when de grocer or de butcher has
callel deir attenshun to a leetle bill
which has run six months, de scene
changes. He grin am gone, an’ dis
world arn all wrong.

We plan for a huckleberry • xcur-
• cursion wid de feeliti’ dat our fellow-

¦ men am all right. We wake up to
find dat exc-irshuti spoilt by a r*iny

, ay, an’ we at once declar’ our fellow-
-1 men a set of thieves an’ conspirators.
“ Dar am no accountin’ fur what poo’,

weak, vascillatin’ human natur’ will
> do. We ex peck men to be wicked,
• and den hold up our hands ober d ir

deeds. We know dat all marriages
• can’t be happy, but am scandalized

over divorces. De male sex demands
de strictest vartue in woman, an’ den

I 'tims about and works ileir downfall.
1 We chide de selfish new f de world,

> bat hang to all c git. We dnonoe
ail’ revile hUe 4*o- Ilb, ost-
ium about an’ make a hero an* a mar-
tyr of him as som as de bref leaves
his body. We preach charity to all,
b"t who of us forgives our fellow-man
fur his short comins’?

I tell you, my friends, we am a poo’
miserable lot, no matter what de color
or previous condisbum, an’ de pusson

1 who has cle clie- k to stan’up an’criti-
cise his nay burs am perhaps de wust
sheep in de lot. We’ve got to show de
streaks in ur natur’, an’ de fact dat
de man who will lend you money wid-

. out security will run away wid your
1 wife must not be looked upon as any-

thing out of the reg’lar track of hu-
' man natur’. —Detroit Free Press

A Merited Rebuke.

’ A gentleman prominent in legal cir-
; cles in Boston was recently riding in a

train, and in the seat before him was a
j young and gayly-drested damsel. The
car was pretty full, and presently an
elderly woman entered and. finding

1 no seat vacant but the one beside the
s voting woman mentioned,sat down be-
s side her. She was a decently dressed

woman, hut apparently of humble ta-

-1 lion, and* she carried several clumsy
y bundles, which were evilently a seri-

ous aim yance to her seatmate. The
voting woman made no effort to con-
ceal her vexation, but in the most con-

-1 spicuous manner showed the passen-
e gers around tint she considered it an

impertinent intrusion for the new-
• co mer to presume to sit down Reside

her. In a lew moments the old wo-

-1 man, depositing her packages upon
p Hi-- seat, went across the car to speak

1 to an acquaintance she discovered on
1 the opposite side of the aisle. Tli*

'• lawyer leaned forward to the offended
e young lady and courteously asked if

L ‘ she would change seats with him. A

k ‘ snide of gratified vanity showed how
1 plea ed she was to have attracted the

' uo'ice of so distinguished looking a

g ntleman. “Oh, tnank you ever so
much,” she said elfn-ively. “I should

** like to, but it would be as bad for you
• as for me to sit beside such an old wo-

man,” he responded with uiidimiuish-

t ed deference of manner, “it was not
J y -ur comfort I was thinking of, but

the old lad - ’s.”—Boston Record.
•

PEBBLES.
1
• A little child once asked his mo: her

the question: “Mother, what part of
t Heaven do people go to who are good,
I but not agreeable. *

II It was a grim joke on the part of a
• condemned man, who, the night be-
e fore his execution, requested the jailer

to close his grated window because be
e considered night air unhealthy.

The great Alaskan glacier iscredit-
e ed with moving only at the rate of

e one fourth of amileavear. What the
( great Alaskan glacier seems to ne d
lt more than anything else is an atli I -

u ,vit.
e No, it is not hard to write funny
11 paragraphs; vll you have to do to pro-
's cure a pen, some paper and ink, and
if than sit down and write them as they

occur to you. It is not the writing
)f but the occurring that is hard.


