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' P‘ SYROPSIS. oy a
PART 1.—~Thres' ro es, B‘ ) Ritwater
Codd, meet.-a! tm two

“.{‘%"‘"33.‘.. exnteneo ot h
ure e at—old . Purmese
ﬂ=. ncn" oga‘et Hayle only wt'b;
accou ut nevertheless agree
in search.

PART I1.—Reaching Sengkor-Wat, 'the
men make their vny through"lhe anclent
streets and toward the ‘once splendid pal-
ace. Toward dusk after a most tedious
search they come upon secret entrance-to
underground vaults, in whioh are discov-
ered great quantities of bar gold and uncut
rubies and nepphlrel. Hayle fills both
bands with gems.and the men make their
wndy outside again. ©n reaching camp they

their two Burmese gervants slain and
borribly. mutilated, Chinese fashion. Dur-
ing the night Ha{l: secures treasure and
eteuls awey into the jungle. ;

PART III. —Utterlg exhausted. and un-
eonscious, Hayle is found by English offi-
cers near‘f{rontier station of Nampoung.
As soon as
‘and thence to England.

PART IV.—Two months later- another
eofficer at Nampoung, while out on a hunt
uoomen across Kitwater and Codd. Kitwa-

glalns they were traders who had
hﬂen to hancés of Chinese who had put
out his own eyes and pulled out Codd's
tongue. After recovering sdmewhat from
effects of exposure and tortures they set
off in pursuit of Hayle.

CHAPTER l.—George Fairfax relates
how he became a detective in Australia
and finally came to opon up an omce in

ndon.

At the conclusion of this case I~ro-
signed my position in the police of the
northern colony, and joined the detec-
tive staff in Melbourne, seeing in their
service a good deal of queer life and
ferreting out not a small number of
- The experience
gained there was invaluable, and led

Jme, after one pnrtxcular]y interesting |-

piece of business in which 1 had the
good fortune to be most successful, to
entertain the notion of quitting gov-
ernment. employ -altogether, and set-
ting up for myself. I did so, and soon
had more work upon my hand than I
could very well accomplfsh.- But I
was too ambitious to be content with
lma]l thmgs, and eventually came to

f there wgs pot
e In the co.fonies or me,
A tcr 13 years’ abscnce, therefore, I
Jeturned to England, spendmg a year
in the further €ast én Foute in order
o enlarge my experience, and to qual-
ify myself for any work that might
come to me from that qua
~ On a certam bnter ‘fg day in
January T reached leenpool from the
United States, and took the train for
my old home. My father and mother
had long since died, and now all that
remained to me of them was the stone
slab that covered thejr resting place in
the quiet little churchyard at the foot
of the hill. :
"Wel] here T am,” I said to’ myself
#33 years old -and alone in the world.
Nobody knows me in Eugland, but it

.won’t be my fault if they don’t hear of

Georze Fairfax before very long. I'll
‘be off to London and try my fortune

Next day 1 made my way to the
great metropolis, and installed myself'
at a small private hotel, while 1
looked about me preparatory to com-
mencing business. To talk of gaining
& footing in London is all very well in
its way, but it is by no-means so easy
a task to accomplish as it might ap-
pear. Doubtless it can be done fairly
quickly if one is prepared to spend
large sums of money in ad\ertlsmg.
and is not afraid to blow one’s own
trumpet on every possible . occa-
sion, but that is not my line,
and besides, even had ‘Iso wished,
I had not the money to do it.
For a multitude of reasons I did not
feel inclined to embark my hard-
earned savings on such a risky enter-
prise. I preferred to make my way by
my own diligence, and with that end
in view I rented an office in a con-
venient quarter, furnished it, put a
small advertisement in a few of the
papers, and then awaTted the coming
of my clienta.

As I have a long and curious story
to tell, and this book is only intended
to be the narration of a certain episode
in my life, a detailed description of
my first three years in London would
not only be superfiuous, but in every
way a waste of time. Let it suffice that
my first case was that of the now
notorious Pilchard street diamond
robbery, my success in which brought
me business from a well-known firm.in
Hatton Gardens. As the public will
doubtless remember, they.had been
robbed of some valuable gems between
London and Amsterdam in a singular

1y audacious manner. My second was
the case of the celebrated :Ruasian
swindler, who called herself Countess
Demikoft.
nearly six months to unravel, but I
did not grudge the time, seeing that I
-was well paid for my labors, and that
I managed $o succeed where the police
bad failed. From that time forward I
think I may say without boasting that

I bave been as successful as any man !

of my age bas a right to expect to be.
What is better still,.I am ndw in the
happy position of being able to accept
or decline business as I choose. Itis
in many respects a hard life, and at all

. times is attended with a fair amount

of risk, but you cannot make omelettes .
without breaking éggs, and if anyone |
chooses to spend his life running to |
earth men who are waging war against :

society, well, he must not grumble if !

he receinl some hard kx,ncks in re-

After these preliminarles I will pro- |
ceed to show how: I came to be mixed |
up in tbc\mon.curious case it has ever
r evil, fortune to en-
nhowed me a side of hu-

8 gt

den mu-_

able he leavés for Rangoon |

This case alone toold me.

d not met before, arnc .
e‘ﬂ)e greatesgt hnppxnev :
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ﬁu‘a babk;:(rluﬂ» iBpnda:; haW ~bedn
'stolen and negotiated; . yagt: guifis of;
money were discovered to be mﬁsxng,
and the manager and one of the direct-
ors wére absent also. So cleverly had
the affair been worked, and so flaring

been for the public-spirited behavior
and generosity of.two of the direct-
ors, the position’of the bank would
have been most seriously compromised,
if not shattered altogether. How the
culprits had managed to slip through
the fingers of the law in the first place
no one could say, but the fact remains
that they were able to get out of Eng-
land, without, apparently, leaving a
traceof theirintentions or their where-
abouts behind them. Scotland Yard
took the matter up. with its usual
promptness, pd at first were con-
fident. of sut; qgs They set their clev-
erest detecfives to work upon it, and
it was not until more than a month
had'elapsed that the men engaged were
compelled . ‘most reluctantly to-admit
their defeat.” They had dome. their
best; it was the system under which
they worked that was to blame. In
the detection of ¢rime, or in the trac-,
ing of a criminal, it is best, as in every
other walk of life, to be original.
One morning on arriving at nmy office
I found a letter awaiting me from the
‘remaining directors of the bank, ir
‘which they inquired if I could make it
convenient to call upon them at the
head-office that.day. To tell thétruth,
.1 had been expecting this summons for
nearly a week, and was far from be-
ing displeased when it came. The
véork I had expected them to offer me
was after my own heart, and if they
wou!d onl trust the business to me
and give mi¢ a {ree hand, I was pre-
pareg on my part to bring the missing
gentlemen to justice, { i Bt

Needless to say, I caf{ed upon them
at the hour specified, and after a brief
wait was conducted to the board room,
where.the directors sat in $olemn con-
clave, : ;

The chairman, Sir Walter Brace-
bndge, recfned me on behalf of his
colleagues.

“We wrote to you, Mr. Fairfax,” he
said, “in order to find out whether you
:oould help us concerning the - diffi-
culty in' which: wefind ourselvesplaced:’
You of course are aware of the serious’
trouble the bank hag experienced;and-’
of the terrible consequences “hlc‘)
have resulted therefrom?”

I admitted.-that I was quite conver-
sant withi:it;;and waited to hear what

.| be would have to say next.

+As a matter of fact " he continued,
“we ‘have-sent for yon to know wheth-
er you can offer us any assistance in
our hour of difficuity? Pray take a
chair, and let us talk:the matter over
and see“what concluswn ‘we:'can ar-
rive at.’ el -

“I'seated myself, and we discussed tbe
affair to such good pur?ose that, wheh
I left the board room, it was on .the
understanding that I was to take up
the case at once, and that my expenses
and a very large sum of money should
be paid me, provided I could manage
to bring the affair to a successful ter-
mination. I spent the remainder:of
that day at the bank, carefully study-
ing the various memoranda. A great
deal of what I had read and heard had
been mere hearsay, and this it was
necessary to discard in order that the

up, and the proper conclusions drawn
therefrom. “For three days I weighed’
the case carefully in my mind, and at
the end of that time was in a position’
to give the board a definite answer to
their inquiries. Thereupon I left Bog--
iand, with the result that emactly 12

wanted, were at Bow street, and'I had
the proud knowledge of knowing that’
I had sueceeded where the men who.
had tried before me bhad so dutbo&ly

failed.

As will be remembend it was a case
that interested every class of society,
and press and.public were alike united
in the interest they showed in it: M
is wot, however, the trial itself as.
much as another ourious circomstance
eonnected with it that has induced me
to refer ‘to it ‘here. The ' case had
pasaed from the maghtnte s court to
‘the” OMW - Bailey, and’ was heurly in-
cressing in interest. Day after.day
the eourt was crowded to overflowing,
and, when the time came for me to’
talee my place in the witmess-bex and
describe the manner i which I'had

‘ed up to and effected the capture of

the offenders, the excitement rose to

fever heat. I can see the whole scene

aow as if it had occurred But yester-

2ay; the learned judge upon the bench.

the jury in their box, the rows of coun-

cels, and the benches full of inter-

; ested spectators.. I gave my evidence

and was examined by the counseéls for
the prosecution and for the defense..
| 1 described how I had traced the men
from England to their hxding-p]ace
;abroad, and the various attempts that
;had been made to prevent their -extra-
j dition, and had just referred to a cer-
tain statement -one o! the prisoners’
Lad made to me soon after his'arrest
!\\hen an interruption caused'me to:
{ ‘ook behind at the rows 6f spectators:
At the furthéf !ﬂﬂ!’the ‘bénch, near-
' est- me, were two. men, one was evi-
acn.ly tall. ihe—ot‘hﬂwery short:- The |
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were the defalcations, that had it not .

real facts of the case might be talu;p,,

weeks later the two men, so much-| .

/T haye said, his companion wa

boyuh face, a pair of' Mnk!ln 'Q

i but & mouth-rather-hard net.., th |
N momddnﬁy following the case c‘:?

. 195 .ng‘ ‘when on the next.dayl saw
the y

fore. It wasnot, howev rmtil the trjal

meni had been sent to Pefal gervitude

for"a lengthy term of years; Yhat" T
’| made the. acquaintancesot -ulémn‘l
;have jun“deseribed %mmm nu

“YOU ARE MR. FAIRFAX, ARE YOU
NOT?’ INQUIRED THE TALLEB
' OF THE MEN.

circumstance quite distinetly. I had
left the court and was proceeding down
the Old Bailey in the direction ‘of
Ludgate Hill, when I heard my naine
pronounced.

Turning round I dlst.overed to my
astonishment the two men I had seen
in the court, and who had seemed to'
take such an interest in the case. The
smaller was guiding his friend aleng
the crowded pavement with a dexter-
ity that was plainly the oifteémie ofa
loug practice. When I stopped, they
stopped also, and the blind- man . ad-
drezsed me, }lls voice was deep, and
had a note of pathos:in it impossible
t§ té&Seribe. It may: have been that
I was a little sad that afternoon,. fer
" both the men who had been condemned
to penal servitude- had wives and
children, to whose .pitiful condition
‘the learned judge had referred when
passing sentence. e J :

*“You are Mr. Fairfax, are you not‘?"
inquired the taller of the men::

- Tk

'+ “That is my name,” 1 - udmlttgﬂ.

‘*What can I do for you?"

«If we counld persuade you to.!oqph-
safe us an hour of your valuable:ti e
«we-should be more grateful than we
«¢ould say,” the man replied. *We have
an important piece of business which
it might possibly be to youradvantage
to take up. At any rate, it would be
worthy of your consideration.”

“But why have you not come tome
before?” 1 inquired. “You haVve seen
e -in- court every day Why dozyou
wait until the case is at anend?” -

"Beca use we wanted to be quite sure
of you,” he answered. *Our case is so
large and of such vital 1mportancc to
us, that we did not desire to run-any
 risk of losing you. We thought we
would -wait and familidrize ‘ourselves
with all that you have done in this
.affair before coming to yow: Now we
are satisfied thati We could not place
our case.in better hands, and what we
are anxious to:do is to induce you to
interest yourself in it and take it up.”

.*“You, pay me a very high compli-
ment," I said, “but I cannot give you
a decision at once. I must hear what
it is that you want me to do and have
time to think it over, before I canan-
swer you. That is my invariable rule,
and I never depart from it. Do you
Xknow my office?”. .

blind man. “It would be strange if we
did not, seeing that we have stood.out-
side it sepeatedly, trying to summon
up courage toenter. Would it"be pos-
sible for you to grant usan interview
to-night?”

“] fear mot,” I° uid. “I am tired.
‘and stand in peed of rest. If youcare
to come to-morrow morning; 1 shall be
very pleased ta see you.  But youmust
bear in mind the fact that my time is
nl\nble. ond that it is only a certam
class of canes that Icare totllu ub per
sonally.” '

“We are not afraid of our, ene Y 1h¢
man replied. “I'doubtif there hagever
been another like it. 1fancy you your-
seif will say 8o when you hear the evi-
dence I have to offer. It is not as if
we were destitute. Weare prepared to
pay you well for your services, bpt we
must have the very best that England.
ean supply.” .

My readers must remember’ that
this conversation was being carriedon
at the corner of Ludgate Hill and the
Old Bailey. Curious glances were be-,
ing thrown at my companions by'‘pass-
e’ns-by, and #o vehement weré thetall
man’s utterances ‘hecoming ' that a
small crowd was graiunl}y dollecﬁng
in our neighborhood. s

“Very weu." 1 said; "lt you ‘n
really desirous of eonsulting mg,Ls‘hnl‘
be_very glad to see you'at my office at
ten o'clock to-morrow morning. 1
must ask you, however, not to be Iate.
as I have several other appointments.”

“We shall not be late,” the man-an-
swered, “you may rely upon.that{: We |
bave too much at stake to run’ any
risks of losing your assistance: ““We
will be with you to-morrow lt- 'tcn
[ »’clock punctually.” -

He _thereupon bade me good-by. and

raising his bat’ poluely, was 1 tong
.he street by_his .campanion*
msite dlrectlon to. ‘that I wa

re in tbe same place I too n |3
't even greater interest {n therh than be-

t of tisera de |

'be worth -a--day’s purghase.

told” fo mortal man,,

“We know it perleeﬁy." retnmed the |

1 had arﬂyed at.
th'e ’fgmswin'
ot tﬁelr promi
d my Qorrespondenoe, and
lirected a fewletters to my man-

g clerk, when a junior entered:
}nth tWO cardx, which he placed be-’
0
‘name of Septimus’ Codd, that of the
nd, Mr. George Kitwater. -

ad finished the letter I ‘was in the

fact: of _dictating,'I bade the'clerk ad-
»[mit them, and a moment later the’
.| blind man and his companion whom I
‘bad seén on Ludgate Hill the- previous’
evening were ushered into my pres-

ence, ‘1 cannot remember a more ven-
erable appearance than that present-
¢éd by the taller man. His'wasa person-
ality that would have appealed fore-

'|ibly to any student of humanity. It

was decidedly an open countenance,
to which the long white beard that de-
scended almost to his waist gave an
adlded reverence, His head was well
shaped and well set upon his shoul-
ders, his_height was six feet two if
an inch, and he carried himself with
the eréetness of a man accustomed to
an outdoor life. He was well dressed,
and for that reason I surmised that he
was the possessor of good manners.
His companion was as much below the
middle height as he was above it." His

that of a boy when seen at a distance,

close to him. His eyes, as I have-al-
ready said, were small, and they were
set deep in his head. This, in itself,
was calculated to'add to his peculiar
appearance. He steered his blind com-
panton ifito the room and placed him
in'a s€at. Then he perched himself on
a chair beside him and waited for me
to open the debate,

“Good-motning, gentlemen,” I said.
“Allow e’ to congratulate you on
your punctuality.”

"“We were afraid of missing you,”
observed Kitwater.
so particular that we did not want to
run ‘any risk of losing our appoint-
ment:” Lo it vaens e

*Perhaps you will now be good
enough to tell me what that business
is?1 replied, taklng my note bgok out
of a drawer, preparatory to “ntmg
down what ‘they had to say.

" “In the first place sir,” the man be-
gan, “we of° couirse. understand that
everything we’ hnve ‘to tell you will
Pe regarded by 3ou as strictly private
and coﬁﬁdentml"”

" ““That goes. without saying,” I re
lx{d "11 I wex'e to divuige what Jny
u;gtg‘ _,J_l Jn¢, my business wowd not
You can
rest ascured that everything you may
impart to me will be treated in strict-
est’ _confidence.”

T diye, .thank . you." said Kitwater,
“The story I have to tell you is per-
haps the strangest that has ever been
To begin with,
you, must understand that my com-
pan\on and m_‘,eelf have but lately ar-
rived in England We have been for’
many years mnssnon'mes in China, sow-
lng the good segd in the western proy-
inces. I do not know whether you
have ever visited that: country, but,
even)fyouhave not, youmust be aware
to some extent of the dangers to which
our ca]lmg is subjected. ‘We carry our
lives in our hands from.the moment we
leave clwluatlon until we enter it
again. There are times, however, that
compensate one for all the trials that
have to be undergone.”

“You must excuse me,” 1 said, “if I
remind you that me time is valuable,
and that, hawever interested I may be
in_ghe miscionary work of China, 1
cannot allow it to interfere with my
business. The sooner you tell me in
what way you want me to help you, the
sooner I shall be able to.give you the
answer you are seeking.”

“I must implore your pardon,” the
man_continued, humbly enough. “I
am afraid our calling, however, is apt
to make us a trifle verbose. If youw:
allow me 1 will. put what I have to say
in as few words as possible.”

I bowed and signed to him to pro-
ceed.

“Onrca se is asfollows,” he beg:’n "Al
I have told you, we have been in China
for -several years, and during - that
time we havé had ‘the'good fortune to
enzoll not & few ‘well-known ‘names
among:our converts. - To make a long
story short,-we were 8o succédsful as
10 be able to pérsuade even the man-
darin of the provinee to listen to our
message: - He was an-ehormously rich
man, one of the richest, perbaps, in
China, and was so inipressed by the
good news. we brought to.-him that, on
his death-bed, he left to us for the
benefit of the mission all s wealth. in
gold; silver and precious stones.. It
was a princely legacy, and one  that
would have enabled us to carry on our-
‘mission with such suceess as we Had
.never -dreamed of.”

“But if. you were so lucky and so
much in love with your profession, how
does it come about that you are in
Engiand now?” I inquired.

“I_will tell you why,” he-answered,
leaning toward me and tapping with

his fingers npon the edge of-the writ-.
ing-table. “It is a sad-story, and ﬂ}e
mere, telling of it'causes me more pgjn
than you would believe.  You must un-

darin’s death an English traveier, who
| had been- passing, 1hrough the west-
ern provinces, -reached our, clty and
took up his abode with us. Ncedltu
to say, we-were overwhelmed with’
griet at the loss of our patron. The
treasure he had 'preaented us with we

""ﬁ' lm a safe place, We had o

took to M%
mspic:on

: nctly ?"

When'

was a peculiar counténance resembling

and that of an old man when one was

““Our business is-

depstand that at the time of the man-:

mission’ nnq) deposited it

of an; gort ot ;:elchery. I fear my__“

tin'ulgle ﬂnt. :miuhig and the (nu-
ure gone with him; . Have, lfueued cos-
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INSURANCE COMPANY

of Little Falls, Minn.
The cost to come in is only 40c

policy fee.

You can notify the following
directors and they wull take your
application:

Peter Nylen and John Thelan-
der—Randall, - .

John Broberg—Pike Creek.

John G. Boivie—Culdrum.

P. A. Kvll=Green Prairie.

son—DBelle Prairie.

You can also notify Jobn A.
Nelson, Little Falls, assistant
secretary. :

Insure in your own company
and save money.

MONEY
T0 LOAN«we

We have an unhm'*eo e

.amount  of uioney (2

‘08n on 1mpraved larms

.-%- ‘and city property.
£ FIRST NATIONAL BANK.
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FARMEBS “INSURE|

FARMERS' MUTUAL FIRE

per $100.00 - insured and $1.00

B. W. miller and John G. Ol- :
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Great Central Southern Trunk LinP,
-—m—
KENTUCKY, TL!\NESSEB, ALA BAMA,
MISSISSIPPI, FLORIDA,
—~WHERE—
Farmers, Fruit Growers, Stock Raisers,

Manuiacturers, Investore, Speculators
and Money Lenders

will find thé great chances in the United,
States to make “big mouey” by reason of
the abundance and cheapness c{

Land and Farms, Timber and Stone,
Iron and Coal, Labor—Everything!

Free sites, financial assistance, and free-
dom from taxation 10f the madufacturer.

Land and farms at $1.00 per acre and up-.
wards, and 50,000 acres in West Florida
that can be taken gratis under the U. S.
Howestead laws. Stock raising in the Gul
Coast District will make enormous profits.

Half tare excursions the first and third
Tuesdays of each month.

Let us know what you want, and we will

, | tell you where and how to get it—but don’t

delay, as Lhe country is filling up rapidly.
Printed matter, maps and ail information
free. Address R.J. WEMYSS,
General Immigration and Industrial Agent,
Louisville, Ky.

-

..Swcke the..

Nimnesota Pioneer,

J. C. FETHERSPIL, Hanl

Farm Property
Insured.

I have made arrangements
whereby I can insure farm pro-
p:rty in tbe Citizens Fire Asse-

ciation of Monkato. Call on or
. | address
E. W. COLLINS,
LittleFalls, - - - - - ’\Imn
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3 NOTICE to FARMERS £
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. and Poultry

? The Little Falls Paclnng GOmpany
will pay you the highest market price -
" tor all your Fat Cattle, Sheep, Lambs

k3

ttip Falls
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—— MILWAUKEE~—— {f -

.BINDERS and MOWERS.. &

~ RAKES AND OTHER- FARW IMPLEMENTS
BEST: MACHIN:RY MADE




