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pdxe hank; tfrauil* fBends*; h&U" ftbe$n 
stolen and negotiated; ,^aft fuj|jfc; of^ 
money were discovered to. be missing, 
and. the manager and one of the direct
ors wi&e absent also. So cleverly had 
the' affair been worked, and so flaring 
were the defalcation's, that had it not 
been for the public-spirited behavior 
and generosity of-two of the direct
ors, the position of the bank would 
have been most seriously compromised, 
if jnot shattered altogether. How the 
culprits had managed to slip through 
the fingers of the law in the'first place 
olo one cotild say, but.the fact remains 
that they were able to" get out of Eng
land, without, apparently, leattng a 
trace of their intentions or their where
abouts behind them. Scotland Yard, 
took the master up. with its usual 
promptness^^d at first were con
fident. of suc$<5£js> They set their clev
erest detecHyes to work upon it, and 
it w^s ^ot until more than a month 
had'elapsed that the men engaged were 
compelled .'most reluctantly' to admit 
their defeat." They had done their 
best; it was the system under which 
they worked that was to blame. In 
the detection of crime, or in the trac-, 
ing of a criminal, it is best, as in every 
other walk of life, to be original. 

One morning on arriving at my office 
I found a letter awaiting me from the 

^remaining directors of the bank, in 
•which they inquired if I could make it 
convenient to call upon them at the 
head-office that day. To tell the.truth, 
,1 had. been expecting this summons for 
nearly a week, and was far from be
ing displeased when it came. The 
work I had expected them to offer me 
was after my own heart, and if they 
wpuld only trust the business to me 
and give mi a free hand, I was pre
pared on my part to 1?yU» 
gentlemen to justiee, ' 

Needless to sajx J called upon them 
at the hour specified, and after a brief 
wait was conducted to the board room, 
where ;.the directors sat in solemn con
clave. 

The chairman,( Sir Walter Brace-
bridge, received me on behalf of his 
colleagues! ' £ 

"We wrote to you, Mr. Fairfax," he 
said,."in order to J&nd out whether you 
oould help us concerning 'the diffi
culty i^'which wfe-find •ourseiyeaplace d 
You of course are aware of the serious' 
trouble the bank has experiencedijtnd 
of the terrible consequences which 
have resulted therefrom?" • y.0 

I admitted^ that I was quite conver
sant with-sit-i >and waited tip hear What 
he; would itfv'e to say next. 

"As a matter of fact," he continued, 
"we have sent for yoia.to know wheth
er you can offer us any assistances in 
our hour of difficulty? Pray take a 
chair, and let us talk the matter pver# 

and see:what conclusion .we can ar
rive at."" • T':" 
' I'seated myself, and we discussed the 
affair to such good purpose tiiat,wheb 
I left the board room, it was on .the 
understanding that I was to take'up 
the case at once, and that my expenses 
and a very large sum of money should 
be paid me, provided I could manage 
to bring the affair to a successful ter
mination. I spent the remainder"'of 
that day at the bank, carefully study
ing the various memoranda. A great 
deal of what 1 had read and heard had 
been mere hearsay, and this it was 
necessary to discard in order that the 
real facts of the case might be tali^ll. 
up, and the proper conclusions drawn 
therefrom.~TTor three days I weighed 
the case carefully in my mind, and at 
the end of that time was tei a position 
to give the board a d»fh»t* answer to 
their inquiries. Thereupon I left Bag- ' 
land, With the result that exactly 12 
weeks later the two men, so much' 
wanted, were at Bow street, and 1 bad 
the proud knowledge ofknowingthat 
I had succeeded where the men who. 
had tried before me had so distinctly 
failed. „ . ~ 

As will be remembered, it was a ease 
tb^t interested ..every soeie fcy,-
and press and.public were alike united 
}n the interest tliiey showed in it; It 
is not, however, the trial itself as 
much as another various circumstance 
connected with it that has induced me 
to refer ' to' it here. 1%e^ ease had 
passed frova tbe magistrate's court to. 
the; Old Bailey, and was / hourly in
creasing in interest. Da-jf' after, day' 
the eourt was crowded to overflowing, 
and, when fbe-jlime came for me to' 
take my p)ace in the witness-box and 
describe the manner in which I -had 
led up to and effected the capture Gf 
the offenders, the excitement rose to 
fever heat. I can see the whole scene 
now as if it had occurred tfut yester
day; the learned judge upon the.bench. 
the Jury iu their box, t-be rows of caen-
sels, and -the benches full of inter
ested spectators. . I gave my evidence 
and was examined by the counsels for 
the prosecution and for the defense.. 
1 described how I had traced the men 
from England to their hiding-place 

wee at Sen*kor-W*t—old -purmtse ruin 
*ar CMnee« border. Hayte only half be-
leves account, but nevertheless agree* to 
loin In search. 
PART II.—Reaching SengkOT-Wait, the 

men make their way through "the ancteut 
streets and towaTd the ;once splendid pal
ace. Toward dusk after a most tedious 
search they: come,upon secret entrance to 
underground vaults, lh whloh are discov
ered great Quantities.of bar gold and uncut 
rubies and sapphires. Hayle fills both 
hands with gems and the men make their 
way outside again. €>n reaching camp they 
find their two Burmese servants, slain and 
horribly mutilated, Chinese fashion. Dur
ing the night Hayld secures treasure and 
ateelaaway Into the jtingle. ; 

PART III.—Utterly exhausted. and un
conscious, Hayle is found by English offi
cers near'frontier station of Nampoung. 
As soon as able he leaves for Rangoon 
and thence to England. 

PART IV.—Two ! months later • another 
officer at Nampoung, while out on a hunt 
Mjomes acrosa jCitwater and Codd: Kitwa-
ter explains they were traders who had 
fallen into hands of Chinese who had put 
.out his own eyes and pulled out Codd's 
tongue. After "recovering sdmewhat from. 
effects of exposure and tortures they set 
off in pursuit of Hayle. 

CHAPTER I.—George Fairfax relates 
bow he became a detective in Australia 
and finally came to open up an office in 
London. ."V :•> . 

At the conclusion oi'this case I re* 
signed my position in the police of the 
northern colony, and' joined the detec
tive staff in Melbourne, seeing in their: 
service a good deal of queer life and 
ferreting out not a small number of 
extraordinary cases. - The experience 
gained there was invaluable, and led 
Xne, after, one particularly interesting 
piece of business in which I had the 
good fortune to be most successful, to 
entertain the notion of quitting gov
ernment employ-altogether, and set
ting up for myself; I did so, and soon 
had more work upon my hand than I 
could very well accomplish. But I 
was too ambitious to be content with 
small things, and eventually came to 

t-ftaj; there^ was not 
l^^ugh scope in~tlie cofoniesior me. 
After 15 years' absence, therefore, I 
i|r^rned to England, spending a year 
in the further east en route in order 

+to enlarge my experience, and to qual
ify myself for any work that might 
come to me from that quarter. 
k On a certain bitterly cold day in 
January I reached Liverpool from the 
United States, and took the train for 
my old home. My father and mother 
bad long since died, and now all that 
remained to me of them was the stone 
slab that covered thejr resting place in 
the quiet little churchyard at the foot 
of the hill. vr : 

"Well, here I am," I said to'myself, 
*33 years old and alone in the world. 
Kobody knows me in England, but it 
,Won't be my fault if they don't hear of 
George Fairfax before very long. I'll 
be off to London and try my fortune 
there;?...v. ^ J. * ? . .V *•>: - , 

Next day I made my way to ' th| 
great metropolis, and installed mysel/' 
at a small private hotel, while I 
looked about me preparatory to com
mencing business. To talk of gaining 
a footing in London is all very well in 
its way, but it is by no means so easy 
a task to accomplish as it might ap-~ 
pear. Doubtless it can be done fairly 
quickly if one is prepared to spend 
large sums of money in advertising, 
and is not afraid to blow one's own 
trumpet on every possible - occa
sion, but that is not my line, 
and besides, even had I so wished, 
I had not the money to do it. 
For a multitude of reasons I did not 
feel inclined to embark my hard-
earned savings on such a risky enter
prise. I preferred to make my way by 
my own diligence, and with that end 
in view I rented an office in a con
venient quarter, furnished it, put a 
small advertisement in a few of the 
papers, and then awaTted' the coming 
of my clients. 

As I have a long and. curious story 
to tell, and ibis book is only intended 
to be the narration of a certain episode 
in my life, a detailed description of 
my first three years in London would 
not only be superfluous, but in every 
way a waste of time. Let it suffice that 
my first case was that of the now 
notorious Pilchard street diamond 
robbery, my success in which brought 
me business from a well-knownflrmin 
Hatton Gardens. As the public will 
doubtless remember, they had b^en 
robbed of some valuable geins between 
London and Amsterdam in a singular* 
ly audacious manner. My second was 
(he case of the celebrated Bussian 
•windier, who called herself Countess 
Demikoff. This case alone toolA- me 
nearly six months to unravel, but I 
did not grudge the time, seeing that I 

• well paid for my labors, and that 
I managed to succeed where the police 
had failed. From that time forward I 
think I may say without boasting that 
I have been as successful as any man 
of my age has a right to expect to be. 
What is better still,.I am n<fw in the 
happy position of being able to accept 
or decline business as I choose. It is 
in many respects a hard life, and at all 
times is attended with a fair amount 
of risk, but you cannot make omelettes 
without breaking eggs, and if anyone 
chooses to spend bis life running to 
earth men who are waging war against 
society, well, he must not grumble if j abroad^ and the various attempts that 
he receives some hard knocks in re- [ had been made to prevent their extra-

' turn.& >• • • j dition* and had just referred toacer-
After these preliminaries I will pro- | tain statement one of the prisoners7, 

ceed to 6how how 1 came to be mixed had made to me soon after his arrest 
up in the moat-curious case it has ever | when an interruption caused,"-me to-
been e*il» fortune to en- j took behind at. theroWft^f spectators, 
counter. It sfcowed me a side of hu- At the further eridfof the bench, near-
man nature l had not met before, ai, est me, were two men; one was evi-
iv jrcught me the greatest happiness, dently tall, ihe other.ver.y short,'• Tbt 

"YOU ARE MR. FAIRFAX, ARE, yOU 
NOT?" INQUIRED THE TALLES 

OF THE MEN. .. * 

circumstance quite distinctly. I had 
left the court and was proceeding down 
the Old Bailey in the direction of 
Ludgate Hill, when I heard my name 
pronounced. 

Turning round I discovered to my 
astonishment the two inen I had seen 
in the court, and who had seemed to: 
take.such an interest in the ease. The 
smaller was guiding his friend along 
the crowded pavement with a dexter
ity that was plainjy the oifte6m'e of,a 
long practice. When I stopped, they 
stopped also1 |nd the blind- man. ad
dressed me. His voice was deep, 'and 
had a note of natjhtts'in it impossible 
t<J Bfflci'ibe. ft may have been that 
I was a little sad that afternoon,.,for 
both the men who had been condemned 
to penal servitude- had wives and 
children, to whose pitiful- condition 
the'learned judg£ had referred when 
passing sentence. - « '...ft 

MYou are Mr. Fairfax, are you-not#?' 
inquired the taller of. the men; ,', 

"That is my name," I admitftd, 
^"•What can I do for .you?" . 

,lIf we could persTjad e y ou to^v,Q^ch> 
safe us an hour of your valuabL^ftime 

.we'should be more.grateful" tfian we' 
•could say," the man replied. "We have 
an important piece of business which 

• it;might- possibly be to your advantage 
to take up. At any rate, it would be 
worthy of your consideration." 

"But why have you not come to me 
before?" I inquired._ "You have seen 
•roe -in- court every day,^. Why ddayou 
wait until the case ik at an end . 

"Because we wanted to be quite sure 
of yau," he answered. "Our case is so 
large and of such vital importance tor 

us, that we did not desire to run^ny 
risk of losing you. .We thought we 
would wait and familia'rijse -ourselves 
With all that you have done in this 

.affair before coming to you; Now we 
are satisfied .that'^'e could hot place 
our case.in better hands, and what we 
are anxious to'do is to induce you to 
interest yourself in it and take it jip." 

. "You. pay me a very high compli
ment," I .jaid, "but I cannot give yon 
a decision at once; I must hear What 
it is that you want me to do and have 
time to think it over, before I can an
swer you. That is my invariable, rule, 
and I never depart from it. Do'you 
.know my office?*" ^ • 

"We. know it perfectly,"returned the 
blind man. "It would be strange if we 
did not, seeing that we have stood;out-
side tt fepeatedly, trying to summon 
up courage to-enter. Would it be pos-
sibre for you to grant us an interview 
to-night ?M / 

"I fear not,said.; *?I am tired, 
and stand in need of reat. If you care 
to oome to-morrow mornings I shall be 
»e>rf pleased to jiee yon. But you must 
bear in mind the fact that my time is 
valuable, and that it is. only a certain 
class of cases that l care to tike u'p per-
•onatty." / ' 

"We are not afraid of our.case*" the 
man replied; "I d oubt if there ha*«ver 
been another like it. 1 famcy you your-
self will say so when you hear the evi-
de^nce I have to .offer. It is not as if 
we were.destitute. We are prepared to 
pay you well for your services, but we 
must have the very best that EB^land 
ean supply." ; . 5 ! 

My readers must remember (bat 
this conversation was being carried'oV 
at the corner of Ludgate Hill and the 
Old Bailey. Curious glances were be
ing thrown at miy companions by'pass-
ers-by, and so vehement were the? tall 
man's utterances becoming that a 
small crowd was gradually Oplle0tiDg 
in our. neighborhood. " _ y' 

""Very well," 1 said, **if you' ;arc-
really desirous of epnsulting me, Ismail 
be, very glad to see you at iny office at 
ten o'clock to-morrow morning; ' I 
must ask ybt, however, not to berate, 
as I have several other apipointm^its." 

.. "We shall n'ot be late," the man an
swered, "you may rely upon.thati: ̂ e, 
have too much at stake to run ,jany 
risks of losing, your assistance. ^We 
will be with you to-morrow at- 'ten 
o'clock punctually.*1 v, ' 

He thereupon bade me good-by, and, 
raising his hat pol^telyj was led along 
Lhe street by hia companion;'in an "op
posite direction to that I ' was tak-

business Jnde^. althoulh'3 fh what you considered'^ safe place, 
* . • -v''-— - and -03ft® jda^r 'awoJce"vto find youi> es-' 

timable-igvest-,imissii% and'the tfeasr 
ure gone with h^i^,]iavfvIgiieafed c.of-

[•OobtiBii^d. nf x| week.] ,A 

wag jiot until l had arriyed at' the ofr-
ce .on . the foljlowing morning that T 

recollectied their promise'd visit. Ihad' 
j^'finishe^ my correspondence, and 
haa. directed a few jetters to my man-"7 

aging " clerk, when a junior "entered-
with two. cards, which he placed be-
fjore me. ^The first ! took up bore the: 

name of Septimus' Codd, that of the 
second, J5lf. George Eitwater.When; 
I had finished the letter I was in the 
act of dictating, ! bade the clerk ad
mit them, and a moment later the' 
blind.man and his companion whom I 
had seen on Ludgate Hill the'previous ' 
evening were ushered into' my pras-; 

en'ce. 'I cannot remember a more ven
erable appearance than that present-
^5. by the taller man. His was a person
ality that Would have appealed forc
ibly to any student of humanity. It 
was decidedly an open countenance, 
to which the 16ng white beard that de
scended almost to his waist gave an 
added reverence. His head was well 
shaped and well set upon his shoul
ders, his. height was six feet two if 
an inch,' and he carried himself with 
fhe ere'Ctrfess of a man accustomed to 
an outdoor life. He was well dressed, 
and for that reasOn'l surmised that he 
was the possessor of good manners. 
His companion was as much below the 
middle height as he was above it. His 
was a peculiar "countenance resembling 
that of a boy When seen at a distance, 
and that of an old man when one was 
close to him. His eyes, as I have-al
ready said, were sma.ll, and they were 
set deep in his head. This, in itself, 
was calculated to"'add to his peculiar 
appearance. He steered his blind com-
panron iiito the room and placed him 
in "a se'at. Then he perched himself on 
a chair beside him and* waited for me 
to open the debate. 

"Gbbd-inotititig, gentlemen," I said. 
"Allow ine' to congratulate you on 
your punctuality." 
' "We were afraid of missing you," 

observed Kitwater. "Our business is-
so particular that we did not want to 
run any risk of losing our appoint
ment;' j J .g' --v.<rs;.sa 

^Ptrhaps you will now be good 
enough to "tell ine what that business 
is?" I replied, taking my note book out 
of a draw.et, preparatory to writing 
down what they had to say. 
' "In the first place, sir," the man be
gan, "we of'course, understand that 
everything we have to tell you will 
b'e r'ega'rded by ,y°u as strictly private 
and confidential?" 

**That goes, without saying," I re» 
^i^d; _''If I vyer.e „tot.divulge. wha.t^rpy 
gliejiti\ell me, m'f ^business would po't 
be worth -a day's.purchase. You can 
resj assured that everything you may 
impart'"to me will be treated in strict-
est'cohfidence.'' * 
^ 'f^e^.thank you," said Kitwater. 
"The . story I haye /to tell you is per
haps the strangest -that has ever been 
told^ to mortal man., To begin with, 
y.ouJ must understand that my com
panion and myself have but lately ar
rived in England. . We.have been for 
many years^missionaries in China, sow
ing the good seed,in the western proy-
inc.es. I do not kno„w whether you 
have ever visited tbat.:..country, but, 
even if you have.not, you must be aware 
to some extent of the dangers to which 
our calling is subje,cted.. W.e carry our 
lives in our hands from the moment we 
leave civilization until we enter it 
again. There are, times, however, that 
compensate one for all the trials that 
have" to be undergone." 

"You must excuse me," I said, "if I 
remind you that my time is valuable, 
and that, however interested I may be 
in .^he missionary work of China, 1 
cannot allow it to interfere with my 
business. The sooner you tell me in 
what way you want me. to help you, the 
sooner I shall be able to, give you the 
answer you are seeking." 

"I must implore your pardon," the 
man continued, humbly enough. "I 
am afraid our calling, however, is apt 
to makers a trifle verbose. If you w& 
allow me 1 will put what I have to say 
in as few words as possible." 1 

I bowed and signed/to him to pro
ceed. 

"Ourcaseis as followsji" be begate: wAs 
I have t^Jd you, we have been in Chiha 
ior^^^s^«ri^;y^r|^,cand :ciuriiDg;.;;: tpit 
time we hav* had thagood fortune to 
enjeoir Tfiot a. ifew well-known nantts 
among ;our ieoiBvertii To make a loiig 
story 8hort, we were so successful as 
io be able to persuade even the man
darin of the province to listen to our 
message. He was an etaormously rich 
man, one of the^ Richest, perhaps, in 
China, and was so impressed by the 
good news.we brought to him that, on 
his death-bed, he left to us for the 
benefit of the mission all His wealth, in 
gold, silver and precious stones. It 
was a princely legacy, and one that 
would have enabled us to oarry on our 
mission with such suceess as we Hbd 
never-dreamed of." . 

^'But if. you were so lucky and so 
-much in love with your profession, how 
does it come, about that you are in 
England now?" I inquired. 

"I will, tell you why," he^answered, 
leaning, toward me and tapping with 

i his fingers upon: the: e4i?e .°'ttke wiitr, 
ing-table. "It is a sad atory,'and the 
mere^tellihg of it causes me more pain 
than; you would believe.; You must un-
depstand that at the time of the man-;: 
darin's, death an English traveler, Who 
had been passing, ihr.oygh.the.,west
ern provinces, -reached our city and 
took up his abode with -us. Needless 
to say, we- were overwhelmed with 
grief at the loss of our patTon. The 
treasure-he had'presented us With we 
took to mission-anC deposited It 
in a safe place» We had no suspicion 
of any sort, of treachery. I fear ijiy 
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of .about^iO, and^ 
' at him told me that he wwaif blibdl As 
.1 have said, his companion waat* mufh 
. smaljier ma'xrj with a 6'mbothf aimoii t 
! boyish face, a pair of fwinkHng«yei« 
\ but a mouth rather hard set,.,Both 
: wereeVidently followihgthe case^cl^fee-
1^, anfi when pn the next d.^y l saw tiat~ 
they w^re in the same place I took an 

' even greater intere«t_lnthem than be
fore. Itwasnot.h o we verlunt i 1th e trial 
had j^nished and the.paff' ofiiaiserabie 
men had been sent to penal servitude 
for a lengthy term of yeatij 1 
made the acquaintance>of 
have juSt^described,^pspiember the 

^ Moueyl MoneylMonejI- ;We have 
large imonnt ol money to loan on 
farm lande at low rates.- >•. 

8IONOB 

b <$>#*• 

*rt L-Sf+ 

,, ..in the.. 

FARMERS' MUTUAL FIRE 
INSURANCE COMPANY 

of Little Falls, Minn. 
The cost to come in is only 40c 

per $100.00 insured and 11.00 
policy fee. ; 

You can notify the following 
directors and they will take your 
application:" * 

Peter Xylen and John Thelan-
der—Randall. . 

John Broberg—Pike Creeks 
John G. Boivie—Culdrum. 
P. A. Kull— Green Prairie. 
B. W.. Miller and John G. Ol

son—Belle Prairie. 
You can also notify John A. 

Xelson, Little Falls, assistant 
secretary. 

Insure in your own company 
and save money. 

- .. 0..-

Great Central Southern Trunk Line, 
-IN-: , 

KENTUCKY. TENNESSEE, ALABAMA, 
MISSISSIPPI, FLORIDA, ' 

—WHEKE— 

Farmers, Fruit Growers, Stock Eaisers, 
Maoufacturerc, Investorp, Speculators 
and Money Lenders 

Will find th£ great cbancee in the Uaited^ 
States to make "big money" by reason of 
the abandance and cheapness of 

Land and Farms, Timber and Stone, 
Iron and Coal, Labor—Every thing I 
Free sites, financial assistance, and free

dom from taxation to? the manufacturer. 
Land and farms at $1.00 per acre and up-, 

wards, and 50,000 acres in West Florida 
that can be taken gratis under the. tJ. S; 
Hoirestead laws. Stock raising in the Gul 
Coa^t District will make enormous profits. 

Half tare excursions the first and third -
Tuesdays of each montb. 

Let us know what you want, and we will 
tell you where and how to get it—but don't 
delay, as the country is filling up rapidly. 

Printed matter, aiaps and ail information 
free. Address R. J. WEMYSS, 
General Immigration and Industrial Agent, 

Louisville, Ky. 

, Smoke the .. 
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' MONEY { 
TO LOAN 

We have an unlimited % 
impunt of uiouej tor T 

!oan on imprqyed farms ? 
and city property. % 

FIRST NATfONAL BANK. 1 

t! 
J. C. FETMERSPiL, 

Farm Property 
Insured. 

I have made arrangements' 
whereby I can insure farm pro
perty in tbe Citizens Fire Asso
ciation of Mankato. Call on or 
address 

S. W. COLLINS, 
Little Falls, ----- Minn 

MlbWAtJKEE 

11 and MOWERS.. 
RAKES AND OTHER FARKH IMPLEMENTS 

BEST. MACHINERY MADE 

For Sale by..;.... 

JOB! 1ST A TTIPIEHSOIKT, 
Wfest Side, Little Falls, Minn. . ? T 

The Little Falls Faodag Company -i> 
| will pay you the highest market price ̂  

Z ior all yqur Fat Cattle, Sheep, Lambs j. 
|L- and Poultry. 

^Irittle Falls Packing Co * •i-

'i * Falls, MinnT 
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