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ISSUES. OF CAMPAIGN DISCUSSED

DEMOCRACY’S CANDIDATE TELLS
WHERE HE STANDS IN THE
PENDING CONTEST.

John A. Johnson, Democratic candi-
date for governor, formally opened the
Democratic state campaign at the In-
ternational . auditorium, Minneapolis,
Saturday’ night, Sept. 24. Three thou-
sand five hundred persons crowded
the spacious auditorium and frequent-
ly cheered the speaker to the echo.
Mr. Johnson and F. G. Winston, the
Democratic candidate for lieutenant
governor, were the principal speakers,
They had the assistance of such em-
inent men as Congressman John Lind,
D. W. Lawler and C. D. O'Brien of St.
Paul and Judge H. L. Buck of Winonra.

Many leading Democrats of the state
attended the meeting, St. Paul being
represented by a
headed by D. W. Aberle, and among
the people who had seats on the stage
were:

Frank A. Day, chatrmen state com-
mittee; Judge H. L. Buck of Winona,
Mayor J. C. Haynes, L. M. Rand, W. H.
Williams, Z. H. Austin, W. J. Robr,
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JOHN A. JOHNSON.

Peter Nelson, F. N. Stacy, George W.
Porter, Michael Breslauer, A. L. Len:
non, S. A. Stockwell, Dr. C. H. Kohler,
candidate for congress; J. R. Corrigan,
M. C. Brady, L. R. Larson, Elijah Bar-
ton, Edward Egan, Matt Schulenberg
and many other of the leading Demo-
erats of Mlnneapolls

The great ‘auditorium; the largest in
the state, was thronged, and the speak-
ors were .in fine mettle. : First came
John Lind, thén Mr. Winston, who paid:
his respects to the Republican’ nomi-
nees, and next came D. W. Lawler of
Bt. Paul. C.' D. O'Brien of St. Paul
made an interesting talk, and after
bim Judge H. L. Buck spoke. %

Mr. Johnson was the ‘last.speaker.
His reception was most enthusiastic;
and seldom has a public speaker been
received with greater warmth. His
peroration, which was as follows,
roused ‘his hearers to the highest point
of enthusiasm and the cheering con-
tinued several minutes:

“It cannot be charged that humﬂla-
tion will €ome to the state with Demo-
cntlc auccess That chayrge was pre-

y made and the contradiction
eame In the wise administration’ of as’
mhd ‘a govemor as tMs state has ever

“The first: of her nattve sons to be
mnominated ‘for the high oﬂlce of gov-’
ernor, 1 submit the cause ‘to Minne-’
sota, and whatever her judgment ) ¢
shall 'in submission bow to' her will,
.Mn; my uni;ualmed alleglance to the
state and those in authority.”

Mr. Johnsons spéech, ln mll. tol-
bwt:

MR. JOHNSON'O ADDREQ&

The Democratlc party of this suté
Res honored me with its nomination
for governor- and has commissioned
me to lead the party host in the im- |
pending conflict. 'In . accepting the
honor. of -that .nomination I did so
knowing full well the cares and re-
sponsibilities ‘which must of necessity
g0, with it
the party ‘it becomes my duty to give .y
the reason why, in our judgment, we
shonld succeed. L

In ‘a discussion of the cause I l'&

.- _mot descend to a personal considera-.

tign ‘of my opponent—this is not a’

' s--persona) quarrel . between individuals

+and If to reach the executive oflice
I must crawl through the sewers of
personal abuse T shall not be chosen
to the high office of governor of this,
great .state. - The: public has many
sights in this election it has the

right“first of &11; to Khow that the man'
chgpen to_thls .h’lgh oifice, as well as
every other office, shall be the servant

of all the peoplé and not the servant
o cular” r“hu or any set of
- -

large delegation, |

i1

.| the issue .I trust that I
Myr. Chalman Ladles snd Gentlemen" 1

‘As the representative of |

hdivldull& lt bas the right wm
that he’'will be true in his-sapport of
the constitution of the nation.and:the
state and that he will-obey and en-|’
force that obedience to the law and
that striving for right, “absolyte jus-
tice and the best fiiterests of the state
the poorest citizen will know that he
starids for the whole state and noth-
ing but the state.

The issuee in a cunpdn may
change from season-to season; there
is no change in the right of the human

| race to enjoy liberty and the pursuit

GREAT ‘.QAIjIE,l;\I_IO AT MINNEAPOLIS

of happiness and no man who does not
believe in that right should ever be
chosen to a position of public trust.
Human beings are prone to err, man
may make mistakes, but the impulse
for rfght will bring man to do his
duty; the impulse to do wrong inev-
itably leads to failure and ruin. Then
what are the issues in this campaign?
The dominant party has declared its
platform; we have ours. Some one in
jest has said that they were so much
alike that it was difficult to tell ome
from the other. If that be true then
the question for determination is the
character, ability’ and quality of the
nominees. If that be the standard .I
say of our tickct: There they are,
from governor to rallway commis-
gioner; we ask for comparison and
ask for your honest judgment, free
from political bias and prejudice.
Judged by that standard we have no
fear of an impartial verdict.

But there are certain issues which
arc paramount, as they concern the
people most. In a speech at Duluth a
few days ago my opponent opened his
campaign and,.silent upon some ques-
tions, laid special stress on these:
The primary election law, the gross
earnings tax, swamp land drainage,
good roads, tax legislation, assessment
of iron mines, the board of control
and other subjects. A few of these
questions I shall treat in detail; the
remainder in a general way.

As to the primary law and its exten-
slon to include state officers let me
say this: The primary law is still a
crude law and as it exists now permits
80 many abuses that it needs to be
corrected before being extended. And
yet, when we remember the methods
'empluyed by the convention which
. nominated him, it is not surprising
| that there comes a suggestion of a need
‘of change. The primary election law
' is here to slay, as is every other law
| which gives to the people the fallest
;rlghts to directly control their own
‘affairs, and whatever opinion one may
' have had as to its original creation
'no one now would dare to attempt to
abridge that law., As one who helped
to make it and at the time of its enact-
iment urged that the state officers be
iincluded I now doubt the wisdom of
isuch a change, belleving that we
ishould first make good what we now
have. All judicial offices should by all
means be removed from the primary
iBystem and nominations be by non-

|'partisan conventions.

Swamp land. drainage is a business

'liproposition and it admits of no argu-
{lment.

Some one has said that he who
makes two blades of grass grow where
but onc grew before is a benefactor;
he who turns swamps into fertile farms
is no less a public benefactor. It is
business policy for the state of
fnnesota to convert this class of land
to farms for the Minnesota settler.
The -question of good roads has
sed a theoretical stage and has ad-
anced so far that it is no longer an
ssue. The qucstion of good roads is
settled question and only the de-
Is remain. Speaking of tax legisla-
on Mr..Dunn says:

“The operation of our present tax
laws are very unsatisfactory, a large
} portion of intangible property escapes
taxation altogether.” Upon this he
and I are agreed, although he might
have added thai no system of taxation
is just which compels the cotter's
home to bear the greater burden of
taxation that corporate wealth may en-
Joy special privileges. T believe in &
constitutiona! amendment whieh would
permit an income tax . on credits and
that class of - - property ~-which - now |
pscapes taxation entirely.

I commend his utterance. in’ which
Le praises the ,veterans of the war.
To the grizzled patriot who offered his
Rll that this country might not perish
5we haVve only reverernce -ahd love The
patlon eannot Bé too generous ta him
tnu society owes - him & debt that it
an never repay:: The old soldier is
bur first ¢itizen and is entitled.to that
conslderation at the hands of the na-
tion wkich will make his deciininge
years both peaceful and happy. Mr.
Dunn and I will take no issue thcle
It wiil he remembered that the con-
vention wihfch nominated him did not
appedr to.. ahme this sentiment, how-

ever. -~

GROSB‘ EARNINGS TAX.

My onponent in. his Duluth speech
laye spocial str(‘ss on his approval of
the cohstitutional amendment increas
ing the groes eamings tax of railways
from 3 tb 4 pgr ‘dent.: The platform of,
his porty 4 straiigely silent.upon this
question #nd, qpc:ﬂdng gf this omis-
gion, ‘he says: "Dy an aversight .n¢
teference -was made” in ‘the platfn;m
to the 4 per cent gross eamwgs tax.
It 1s remarkable that’a convention' so.
deliberate in its"proceédings-and which
followed a (a?egnllv constructed plan,
Of organization should have overlooked’
what the candidate for governor dc-
-¢lares to be the chief point of interest
fn the present campnlgn If that-is
may bhé par-
doned for stating that, as a member

the state senate in 1899 and 1901,

?ym ih, my votc and support
of lhv pliin¢to fnc w& the gross earn-
ings tax ‘to.4.pet go ‘The’record is
there and T trist.that®apn opponents
it ‘make'the most of it: "I ¥tgod for it
n,’I stand for it' now,hecause I be-
st right 'and because the burden
£ im(es is.nmequally distributed, the
eater burden being. borne bv those.
Mt able to.béar, it. Howaver, the
question, while introduced in this cam-
glgn is vital only so far as it applies

the individual duty of thé voter.
‘wpon whom rests the responsibility of:
passing or defeating this constitutional
amendment; and it is an issue in this,
contest so far as. itiwill become the
duty of the governor ‘and the legal de-
partment of the state ‘to enforce 'the
collection of the tax should the.amend-
ment prevail at the nol]s, This. brings
us ta another view--of “the: question,
which must be somewhat emhatrasslng
to our opponents. The main issue of

e campaign was omitted from -the
platform by a convention which stands
sccused of having been domjn#ted and
oontrolled by corporate. ‘Interests; it

nin .8 candidnte for (oy'erno}
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1 were endcted. - One-provision of-thefe
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DEFECTIVE PAQGE

‘abide by and enforce the laws as they

tavor ) ‘
railwdy ‘11‘3gl "tbltj igf

‘eral’” whb"’u‘rosecuf.ad

tributed :most ‘to & !
.Iacobson 4 per cent ‘rou eurnl 3 tax
bill ia the renate of 1 Dandwl;p,u
chaiiman of the judic ttoo
of that senate, submitted and

ploned a report Which declared’ ’!Mt
the present law ‘was & territorial con-
tract, that the legislature had no right
to change that contract, ‘that' the bill
was unconstitutional; 'that ' the ‘tax
could not be collected by law {f the
amendment was adopted. Mr. Young
was the leader of the senate opposition
to the bill. He voted against it and
the measure was defeated that session
by ‘a single vote, the final vote gtand-
ing 80 for and 31 against the proposi-
tion to increase the gross earnings tax
from 8 to 4 per cent. What a gitua-

g&rnl t-{he candidate for governor de-
es the 4 per cent earnings tax
the chief issue of this paign, his

nominating convention remains silent
on a public question involving $600,000
& year in railway taxes. The candi-
date for attorney general was the one
man who defedted a measure on the
ground, as he argued, that it was un-
emstltutlonah up to date we have had
0o contradictlon from him indicating
a change of mind about the legal com-
plexion 6f the problem. The question
of increasing the tax rests with the
people and if ratified by them the only

estion becomes one of collection of

e  taxes. I submit this question:
Will you entrust the collection of that
$600,000 to & man who 18 on record
with an opinion that it cannot be col-
lected and that the proposition to col-
'lect 1t is unconstitutional? It seems
'to me that, taking advantage of party
- prejudice, some one is trying to de-
'celve the public. I sincerely hope that
the people will ratify the measure, be-
cause I belleve no injustice will be
‘done any one, and if the people shall
ratify that action and if they shall
elect myself and my colleagues on the
ticket we promise to enforce the col-
lection of the tax, belleving it to be a
Just tax,

USE OF DISCRETIONARY POWER.

If I am elected governor of this
state, as I naturally hope to be, I shall

are on the statute books. If the laws
are wrong they should be corrected,
but no public officer has & right to as-
sume that his position or authority is
greater than the law of the land. The
coustitution is more than a conveni-

ence, it is a sacred instrument; the
law is more than a mere vehicle for
the comfort ‘and convenience of any
particular class. It is the declared will
of the people, by which we must abide.
¥ public officers will ignore the law

little. can be expected of the people as
fndividuals. By his own party officials
the Republican candidate for governor
is accused of deliberately ignoring the

law in the settlement of claims of the
state and of using discretionary power
not given him by law. By the use of

this discretionary power it is alleged
that state claims against trespassers
were settled at a small percentage of
the amount due the state. In angwer
he says he did the best he could under
the circumstances. Who is to be the
judge a8 to what was best? Clearly
it was the duty of his department to
insist that the legal machinery of the
state be set in motion to collect every
dollar due the state of Minnesota.

If he had the right to settle claims for
less than 100 cents on the dollar, and
if he was the sole appraiser of the
amount he could collect, what is to
prevent future officers from settling
future cases at their own discretion
and thus divert the school fund of the
state into improper channels through
all the years to come?

The school fund of the state is an
institution sacred to tlie people and to-|
divert any part of it to other than
E’oper chnnnels is agajnst lic pol-

unfair to the people an contnry
to the law of thé state.

The state has the right to ‘exact ab-
solute honesty.in all of its public offi-
gnls and discretionary power not con-

rred by law but agsumed by the offi-
otthelawca.nbemabuudasto
border upon dishonest service and in-
vite just criticism. My opponent in
this campaign, in reply to the pre-
ferred charges of a public officer com-
missioned to investigate his record as
a public official, says that he did noth-
ing he was ashamed of and adds that
he would do the same thing again.

That is not a satisfactory answer,
yet it may be taken as an index of the
course he might pursue should he be
elected governor of ‘this state. The
duties of the chief executive are to
administer the laws of the state with-.
out fear and without favor to any fn-
dfvidual or set, of individuals. . ;
government is the result of obedience
to the. law and it: is the duty of the
officers to enforce the law as it is and
not fo govern by a-standard of what
ae lndlvidual tmnks tho law lhonrd

‘The’ exerclse of a discretionary
wer and thus getting at naught the
ws of the land ¢an only result in
g‘ovemment ‘that ‘i8 ‘contrary to the
best. interests of the state. It is al-
leged .that. by the .exercise of .this dis-
cmtionafy power great gain has come
Xrlvate individuals and corporations
great loss to the educational insti-
‘tutions of the state. ' The state has
safeguarded its interests by laws for
the pro};er regulation and control of
the public business and no man .has &
right to set aside. that law and safe-
guard. . 1 do not make the charge of
‘personal interests or dishonesty on the
part of my opponent, but the. charge of
usurpation of authority which did not
belong to him. is graver than the:other. |
And. the ‘Same’ course’ followed in the
condygt: of the greater office to which
he "up 8 qould endanger the law,
ho we be! and, the honor ‘of the
%Ine. " 1ahds of this' state

m e «prbﬁerty of the people and
0’ m!e& .3his ‘property proper- laws

lpvu -absolutely - prohibited the state
audftor from making any settlement
for trespass at any amount less than
double the value of the timber taken.
The law gave no discretion' beyond
that limitation. For_a violation -and
total disregard of the law it.is insuffl-
clent to say “I would do_the same
"thing again,” neither is it sufficient to
state that his record was better. than
that of his predecessors. . The execu-
‘tive arm of the government ig not
'greater than the legislative. They are-|
mdudnumenmotmomm\-

,_ura e

nominatéd for attorney- senenl the o )"
man in‘the-state of nneoowm 3 A

nt {gn thc other md -ets uldo
h will"the purpose of government is
sabserved and the will of the: peo-
‘s’ destroyed

THE BOARD OF CONTROL.

' "The ma.nagement of our state inetitu-
tions is ‘properly an issue in this’ cam-
‘paign.  Two policles have been - puf-
sued at different times. For years

-they were managed by separate boards

of management, but more recently by
& board of control. Mr. Dupn was one
of the early advocates of the present

system and as state auditor urged the

adoption of the present plan by the
legislature. As a member of the state
senate I resisted the innovation as far
a8 it lay within my power. Hoping to
defeat the mecasure I favored an
amendment including the educational
institutions, as to their financial man-
agement, this amendment being of-
fered by myseclf. I have no apology
for that action now. It was not an
action prompted in any way by any
unfriendliness to the state university,
the normal schools or any other educa-
tional institution, but was prompted
by a thought of the best interests of
the ‘state and those institutions oper-
ated by the state, and with the belief
that the board of control would be-
come partisan and be used to further
political ends of those in power. I be-
Heve that the past has to some extent
borne out that view of the question.
There must always be a difference of
opinion as to the best method, but the
state is practically agreed that it is
the duty of society to care for its un-
fortunates, and undertaking that duty
ft hecomes the further duty to per-
form it to the best advantage of those
coming within the scope of paternal
care. The board of control has doubt-
less made some saving in some of the
departments of its work, but often this
has been done at the expense of the
comfort of the unfortunate wards of
the state. However, it is manifestly
unfair to unduly criticise the system
without being in possession of the
facts and I offer the criticism that the
people are not in' possession of the
facts. Contracts are made in secret
and the business of the public is with-
held from the public itself. Freedom
should prevail and suspicion might be
removed by having public business
transacted in the light of day. As our
nominee for governor stated in the last
campaign, the important question is
not in the saving per capita, but
whether the state recelves adequate
return for every dollar of the money
expended in the care of the state
wards. The system is comparatively
new and is entitled to a fair trial, it
should be removed as far as possible
from the machinery and spirit of par-
tisan politics and while altruism
should obtain in the management of
the penal and charitable institutions
of the state there should always he
kept in sight the one cardinal doctrine
of honesty in public affairs and hon-
esty In the expenditures of the money
which is taken from a heavily tawxed
people. As to the state university and
the normal schools I want to say that
it was never intended that the board
of control should have more than finan-
elal jurisdiction over them. The edu-
cational institutions should not be re-
stricted In any way in the good work
they are doing and the educational pol-
fcy and methods should lie wholly

thin the authoerity of those in charge,
and to that end [ belleve there should
be no change in the law as it now ex-
ists. T d6 not and would not favor any
change to a hoard of control for the
university. Our great university, which
stands among the great edvcational
fnstitutiona of the world, is the pride
of all our people; he would he untrue
to the state and its youth who would
do aught to hinder or hamper it in even
the slightest degree in the fruition of
i{ts purpose and the endeavor of those
carrying on the great work. The state
{8 great in its noople and its wealth,
generosiry shonld he and is cxtended
towards education. hut the generosity

B0 extended shoull- not encourage
prodigality. ! ' ;
' SBEvery «dollar devoted to education

should be honcstly agplicd to educa-
tion and rot be diverted to political
advantage of any onc. No one has a
higher regard for our educators than
myself and faa he it from me, a citizen
or a public oflicial, 1o say or do aught
to lower the stan<dard. Our citizen-
ship is due to edncation, and if elect-
ed governor of this state T shall do all
within my power to promote and en-
courage it. Without fear of the motive :
being misunderstood I say: Godspeed
to the splendid president of our uni-
versity and every other teacher in-the’
state, from that magn!ﬂcent institu-
tlon to the humblest of our publjc
schools. The people: who generously
give of their earnings 'are not less 4n- !
terested than those:in authority and

gt every means be employed -to the
g 1ding of our system for-learning
et {t be understood. now and forever
that those. in authority will do ‘noth-
ing to lessen the desire of the people
to continue the generosity and loyalty.

1 hold that every man that holds a
public trust must be held to the strict-
est account for good and efficient: serv-
fce and that he must abide by the law
of the people in whose service he may

{be. There must be conscience in the
' mllc service or the state will decline.

atever may have been done in the
past T take this position now, that
there shonld be no change in our board
of control system so far as it applies
to education.. ILet educators. manage

educational institutions, let only men.

known for their strength of character,
their ability and worth be appointed

on. the board of regents and other’

boards and let our schools be divorced
entirely.from partisap politics. A sep-
arate board: of control for the educa-
tional {nstitutions would, it seems :to

‘'me, work no_good for soclety; it would |

reach to the high schol, the college of,
the common people, and might endan-’
ger the well being of our educational

system
In other words, let us let well enough
alone.

. THE RIGHTS OF LABOR.

The platform upon which I h.nd
declares for the right of American: la-
Por to organize and condemns as un-

-American -any denial of that right.

Labor in ‘every sphere is the real :
foundation of the nation. The right of ;
organization helongs to labor naturally !
‘and the state and nation which recog-

‘nizes the corporate right of capital

should protect labor in its right; no
one of sound mind would argue in

“favor of the abuse of that right, nor

:fn the abuse of any other right. I go.l
!uthor than t.lm. and say that in'a

t '.g)t gg%pt A .platf

nation whic ‘boasts of its " prosperit;
labor has a right to be weH paid fora
day’s work. Labor has the right to
enjoy, the .privilege of wearing :good:
elothes, having plenty of food and.a
comfortable home which does not bear
more than' a just proportion ot t.he
taxes of the state.

-LABOR DOES NOT GET ITS SHARS

From this platform some years ago
that great friend of labor, Henry
George, declared “that labor asked nb
favors, all
chance,” and by a fair chance {8 meant
reasonable hours of toil at just com-
gnmtlon. Labor has the right to ask’

r justice and justice means that he.
shall have a fair proportion of the
earnings of the sweat of his own brow '
and the products of his own brawn.
The right of organisation to secure his'
own rights must not and cannot be de-
pled him. It must ot be denied him:
in Minnesota, Pennsylvania or Colo-|

1

means the absence of human liberty.:
In the great and indisputable doctrine |
of equal rights to all and special priv-
ileges to none labor must not dwell in |
poverty, while capital rolls in the lux- |
ury which wealth maay bring. What |
constitutes a nation? Surely_not bars
of gold and bonds and stocks—a great |
nation can only exist when those who |
work succeed and this nation, with
70,000,000 of prosperous and happy
tollers will be greater than though
Iabor grovelled in poverty and ignor-
ance.

NON-PARTISAN JUDICIARY.

The Democracy im its late conven-
tion took advanced ground looking to
the ultimate divorece of the judiciary
from politics. I am mnot of those who
believe that judicial tribunals are in-
fallible. But 1 am of those who think
that the judiclary of our own state s
being dragged throwgh the mire of
partisan politics to the disgrace of and
disgust of the people. The spectacle
of a judicial nomination being held up
to barter and trade has recently been
emphasized in our own state and in a
manner that calls for the most severe
denunciation and condemnation. The
courts of our state should be above
reproach and men should be chosen for
the bench because of their learning in
the law, of their known Integrity and
the purity of their lives. To this end
the party which I represent tonight
has not only declared for a non-parti-
san judiclary but hag shown its good
faith by suiting- the action to the
word. The action will appeal to the
reason of intelligent men and must
be followed eventually by the dominant
party for the reason that a people be-
lleving in high ideals will sooner or
later demand that. the judiciary be
placed beyond the re@lm of trade and
sale, even though a party In power
must be rebuked to bring about that
end. If judicial nominations can be
made goods for the bargain counter
it will follow that the judge will be
open to barter and sale himself. The
supreme court of the land is the high-
est protgction of the people and when
we can no longer t to our judges |
as men beyond the slightest question |
of reproach, the rights of the people
are no longer safe.

CANADIAN RECIPROCITY.

In the speech acoepting the nomina-
tion offered me I expressed & hope
that the time would speedily come
when our country would remove the
barrier to free trade relations hetween
Canadian Americans and United
States Americans. This question
opens up a discussiom of our present
tariff system for which I have not the
time now, but will limit myself to a
brief reference to the question of Ca-
nadian reciprocity. Wor years we,of:
the Northwest have labored under a
tariff system which at best ‘benefits
us but indirectly. No one has dared
to-argue that there has come any di-
rect bemefit -to thé: Northwestern pro--
ducer, even under ®is system, and
amongst those who have favored it
there has grown up a desire for &
nearer commercial relation with those
near by. The Democratic platform

and especially demamds the removal
of the tariff on coal and ‘lumber. For
years tariff has been maintatned on
lumber which, while small, has made
combination posslu. and.the price of
: lumber high to-the oppression of the
'builder. T believe with President Mec-
Kinley, who in the  last address he
| made to the Amerjean . people, said

{“that reciprocfty tramties are in har-

{mony with the times,” that “by sen-
!sible trade arrangemdents,
jnot interrupt our home markets, we
{ shall extend the outiet of our increas-
ing surplus of prodwce.” The man.
who builds a modera home must not.
be placed at the mercy of comblne
lumbermen. No mag should be per-
mitted to represent & Minnesota dis-
trict in the congrcss - of the' United
States who is riot pledged to reclprocal
[ trade relations with Canada or who
{ should be returned there if he was un-
 true to that pledge. Northern Minne-,
isota 18 an emplre development
begins when the Casadian horder, ljne,,
fs no longer a 'barrfer to a free ex-
change of products. Remove that ob-
stacle and the Twin Cfties and Duluth:
are the commercial keys to that vast
country reaching. fap off to the Behr-
ing sea. A natural growth made pos-
sible by one system and utterly impos-
sible under our pregemt tariff pollcy.
Under one system w@ may work out'a
manifeat destiny whish will float our
flag at Hudson’s bawn

THE MERGER.

Two years ago the one important
rissue in that-campaign was that of the
i so-called merger of the Northern Pa-’
clﬂc and Great Northern railways.
'rhe people of the state spoke in no un- .

certain .sound in the.electlon which
*|followed, and _indorsed the present ex-
ecutive and his oMdal action with a

{ majority  unparalleled ' fn the' history i
of the state. The party which gave |

“Him ‘such a phenomanal majority:two*
| years ago has as its candidate tb suec-:
ceed him; one who ig every interview.:
and utterance by h#n hag taken. his..
istand. In_opposition, te the policy, qt
ithe present state administration

‘in accord with those who sought to ef"’
{fect and did effect 8 eombﬁuﬁlm of
these two vast rallway lniemﬂ 'l'hé
lplatform oni- ‘whick he: 'stands: was"
‘tdopted ‘before the ::comvention:was-

organized and those instrumental im |3
lhu nomination evade:the Issue. with, ,¥

he” declaration that the '.?'ty

rado, and the denmdal of that rlght.

urges tariff conveations with Clmada1

which ‘will ]

labor asked was a fair [

,.i

rate of transportation throughout *

‘against the law. ‘There can be

-the
.that Minnesota shippers and prod

| that right, and to this

| would' follow Democratic success. The"

W or sertousty, “itke’ nn«\ﬁ
it w“l:l ngt downi The
-eontrary to law
policy, -1t w!:s’a c,:lﬁe
WQ and- was ‘not right’ t!j?
t‘as wrong now as then
tion which. annihilated
ht!tlon It created a powee - ‘whic

fhced hundreds of thousands withig

ts control and gives to one
set of men the power to emm.?

great northern part of this state.
It was a direct blow at the producer,
who has a right to a fair profit for his!
labor and.on his investment. It {8 QO
argument to say that there will be.
abuse of that authority. The .
thority is illegal. The merger

|

‘question now as to the motive in’
ting the law in operation to
merger. The.executive si
did his duty. It {8 common kn

are suffering unjust discrimina
Bvery shipper in the Twin
knows this to be true, every farm
from here to the Canadian
‘knows this to be true.
commission is inactive. Complaints
are lodged and placed in pigeon hotes
to gather the dust and must of time,
and the people bear the burden. If
the farmer and the railway and the
business men are to enjoy a com-
munity of interests and to feel a pu't
‘mérship it is about time that there was
a more even distribution of the profits.
It has been said of at least one of our
great railway men that he has beea a
geat factor in the upbuilding of the

rthwest. True, most true. I would
not detract from his greatness or the
extent of his accomplishments, but
while he has done much for the com-
maercial development of our great state
thic great state has done much Cor
him. His personal prosperity hes
been coequal with the development of
the state and would never have been
possible but for the farmer who hes
tolled faithfully and tilled regulamy.
It would have been impossible but ¢or
the lahorer in the shops who tolled
faithfully and lived economically. The
producer would have survived without
him, he could not have prospere@
without them. The fact that one man
or a doven men have contributed much
for the developmént of the state gives
them no right that does not belong to
them under the supreme law of ¢he
land. It does not give them the right
to take the profits of the store, the
shop and the farm because by combi-
nation they have the power.

The merger is an issue in this csm-
paign as much as in the last, and must
remain an issue until absolute justice
is had by all the people. There must
be sanity in conducting public affairs.
We are not for anarchy; we raise oo
red flag here or in the time to come.
I would not destroy corporate Im-
terests, I would not take away a
right that a railway has by law, bat
would give the humblest cmm
constitutional right and protection Ill_
end’ the law
must be obeyed by small and great sad
. should be upheld without favor by
,those to whom the duty of uphol
it is committed, The railways

\

anyod

i other corporations of the country nvq

8 right to enjoy a fair rate of lnterﬁ
on their investment, and the farmer
hnsarighttoata!rrateotprdtm

ihis Investment. Farms are not bomded
‘u fictitious- values, storos are not 4is:

mnlng of watered stock, and the pab-
has a right from all public-service
corporations to demand good service
.t legitimate earnings, and any at-
!tempt to take more than that is not in
'keeping with good government. Any
consolidation formed for the purpose
|ot exacting more than that is unjustifi-
{able and when contrary to law should
be prohibited by the law. It matters
not who attempts violation.
i It it not more worthy in a residemt
ithan in a non-resident. Let me again
lemphasize my position by saying that
,a.ny consolidation or union for private
n at public expense is unholy. It
ds_-un-American. The trust s ould
‘have no place in the land of the free’
.and the home of the brave.
i ‘It cannot be charged that humilie~
itlon will come to the state with Demo-
leratic success. ‘That charge was pre-
{viously made and the contradiction,
ume in the wise adminjstration of as.
good a governor as this statc has ever
bad. For two years of our
half a century of statehood the Demo-
‘cratic party had control of the execu-
tive department of the state, or rather
& portion of that arm of the govesrn-
ment. As it governor, John Liad:
gave this state an adminds-
tration of its laws whigh resulted.
great credit to the state and evar
ing honor to him. It was a coul
marked by such wisdom, economy am
fairnées that & bas never been sur-
by any other administratigm,
within our history. Every
made by Mr. Lind was tulfilled.
pledge was redeemed. In uk::‘
that the administration of affairs 86,
placed fn our hands we point to the'
récord of Mr. Lind and ask for a re-
newal of confidence.
| We ask for. a fair comparison of the,
two tickets presented to the voters of.
tloltwe We ask a casgful comsid-
sration of the platform sad we ask,
compare the conditions whichi
m both state tickéts into em-|
and we ask you for an
pplnlon as to whether or not we mert
confidence. Conditions
wlththonﬂodl. It is not a questiem
of what the Republican party wes.
M!mmnawmmom‘_
eratic. party was forty years ago, the
estion is of today and of tomorrow
eré was once a prevailing
that disaster  and nb-muncﬂt"

wise¢ and safe administration of ome:
Democrat:is an: everlasting

B

means much to me. Withim “fti:

“life has ‘been spent. Ever kind)-

A-shall try to be ever true-te it, ;

@g@ to preside ever its:a
€ next.two years I tr

L “his infinite wllddn h
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