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To Commemorate Explor-
er who Built Fort Near
Here in 1805

Reprecentative H. A. Rider has in-
troduced a bill providing for the
bnilding of a monument to Zebulon
M. Pike on the west bank of the
Missiesippl opposite Pike Rapids in
Morrison county. The bill provides
that the historical soclety shall be
anthorized to prepare -the plans and
specifications f r the monument and
direct the construction of the mona-
ment:

The bill appropriates $1,000 for the
monument,, which is to be erected
where the explorer bulilt a fort in
UotoF “'ber. 1805, not far south of Little

alls. .

Zebulon Montgomery Pike was a
native of New Jersey. Years after
his vieit to the valley of the Missia-
sippi, he became a general and was
killed at the battle of York in the
War of 1813. )

It was apder the order of General
Wilkinson that Lieutenant Pike vis-
ited Minnesota, the primary object
being to expel the British traders who
were violating the laws and to form
alliances with the Indians. It is said
of Pike that during the day he would
perform the part -of sarveyor, geolo-
gist and astronomer, and at nicht,
though hungry and fatigued, his lofty
enthusiasm kept nim awake until he
copied the mnotes and plotted the
courses of the day.

On October 16, 1805, Pike’s expedi-
tion reached the rapids named after
him, near this coity. He says In his
journal of the expedition:

‘““When we arose in the morning,
found that snow had fsllen darine
the night, the ground was covered
and it continned to snow. This, in-
deed, was but poor encouragement
for attacking the Rapids, in which
we were certain to wade to our necks.
1 was determined, however, if pos-
sible, to make Crow Wing the high-
est point was made by traders in their
canoces. We embarked and after four
hounrs work became so benumbed with
cold that our limbs were perfectly use-
less. We pat to shore on the opposite
side of the river, about two-thirde of
the way up the rapids. Bnuilt a large
tire, and then discovered that our
boats were nearly half full of water,
both having sprung large leaks g0 as
to oblize me to keep three hands bail-
ing. My sergeant, Kennerman, one of
the stoutest men I ever knew. broke
& blood vessel and vomited nearly
two quarts of blood. One of my cor-
porals also had trouble.’’

After giving up, owing to the con-
dition of the men, the plan of pro-
ceding north at once, Pike says:

“‘In the evening ] went out’ upon a
smell, but beautiful creek, which
emptied into tbhe Mississippi, for the
purpose of selecting pine trees to
make canoes. I saw five deer and
killed one buck weighing 1387 poands.
By my leaving men at this place and
from the great quanity of game in its
vicinity I was ensured plenty of pro-
visions for my return voyage. In the
party left behind was one hanter, to
be continually employed, who wonld
keep our stuck of salt provisions

good. ’

Pike says of the blockhouse he built:

‘‘Enclosed my little work complete-
iy with pickets. Hauled up my two
boats and tnrned them over on each
side of the gatew:dys. by which means
a defence was made to the river, and
had it not been for various political
reasons, I would have laughed at the
attack of 800 or 1000 savages, if all
my party were within.’’

The location of Pike’s fort was on
the west bank of the Mississippi about
fifty roads below the rapids. The
stockade was built on the summit of
the bank, and was aboat 88 feet
aquare. Until comparatively recent
years,”“the spot was easgily identified.
N. Richardson says that in the early
days of the county the decaying logs
of the stockade were still visibie

In December Pike and some of his
menwentnorthand reached whatis now
Cass Lake on Jan. 20th. Here he vis-
ited a Canadian trader named Koy,
father of the late Peter Roy of this

oity. Pike then returned to his fort,
from which frequent expeditions were
made, and ou .April 7th broke camp

and left the region, never to retarn.

Pike was the first American officer
to vieit the region of the npper Missis-
sippi. The proposal to mark the cen-
tenry of his visit by erecting a monu-
ment on the site of his fort is a com-
mendable one.

Ole Lysne, who visited here when
his sister, Mrs. S. M. Siverts., lived
here, died at Northfield last week.

John Batters is back from the Sulli-
van Lake region, where he has been
hunting and trapping during the win-
ter.

Rev. O. A. Williams of Minneapolis
will speak on Home Missions Sunday
n;ornl:g and evening at the Baptist
<hurch.

D, M. Lachance ana 1d. Marchand
will contest for the city championship
for fast skating in a 8 mile race at the
5::;0: rink Sataraay night, March

Mrs. Anna Johnson, wife of Rev.
Chas. Johnson of Green Prairie died
esterdav morning of pneumonia.
'he faneral will be held from the
home tomorrow.

NOTICE, SONS OF VwTERANS.
- All whose names are on the muster

zoll of the proposed camp of Sons of
Veterans are requested tO meet at

. the city ball Monday evening, March

27. Mustering Officer A. E. Veon of
Brainerd will pe in attendance. Don’t

forget the date. Cimriibon ®
mm o=

MORRISON COUNTY ASSOOCIA-
- TION WILL MEET TOMOR-
ROW.

The Morrison County Teachers’
Association will meet at the high
school building in this city tomorrow
evening. A good program has
prepared. which will include an ad-
Dr. Colgrove of the 8t. Cloaud
Following is the pro-

dress b
Normal school.
gram :

been®*favor of the plantiffs

Judge Baxter Decides Pierz
Village Trustees in
Wrong

Judge Baxter on Monday decided in
in the oase
against the Village of Piers, in which
was involved the sale of the vi

hall at Pierz and its removal to the|
aupper part of the village frcm lower

The March school apportionment
has been ooniplotod by aty Aundi-
tor Batler.  The apportionment in-
cludes, in addition to’ the state
apportionment. the one mill tax, the
8pecial tax, miscellaneous, and, in
some cases, state loan interest. Inde-
nient dlstgiot No. 3 of Little
alls receives $19,866, which includes
$5612.19 from one mill tax, $8,291.22
from special tax, $1731.89 from mis-
cellaneous and $1911.30 from state
apportionment. In addition to the ap-
portionment, the tax rate in each dis-

Cameron, Hunter, LaFond
and Hang Win in
Contests

The city election Tueaday was a
quiet one, there being but three con-
tests. There were 808 votes cast, a
very light vote. Following are the
names of officers elected:

Mayor—Chas E. Vaealy.

. ON CHANGE
The Minnesota Farmere' Exchange

bership in the Minneapulis Chambee:
of Commerce, although it is an-

obtained in the leading exch

firet to receive a request for admis-
sion, says the. Minneapolis Journal of
March 23d. There is not the slighvest
opposition on ‘change to the

acted upon favorably.

-y

and Minneapolis would naturally 'be 5!

R
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