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The TOMAHAWK. 
OUS. tt. JBEAULIEU Publisher. 

White Earth Agency, Minn. 

J 3 T A . W E E K L Y N E W S P A P E R de
voted to the interests of the 
W h i t e E a r t h Reservat ion and gen
eral Nor thwestern News. Publ i sh 
ed and managed by members of 
the Reservation, 

Subscr ipt ion ra tes : $1.50 pe r 
annua l . F o r the convenience of 
those who may feel unable to pay 
t o r the paper year ly or who wish 
t o take i t on tr ial , subscription 
p iay be sent us for s ix and three 
mon ths at t he year ly rates . All 
s u m s sent to us should be forward
e d by registered let ter to insure 
safety. Address al l communica
t ions to . 

T H E T O M A H A W K 

W H I T E E A R T H , M I N N . 

RESERVATION LANDS. 

TO LEASE 

100,000 acres of first class farm 

lands on White Earfcla Resevration, in 

t rac ts of 80 acres and more. 

For full particulars address T H E 

TOMAHAWK. 

INDIAN PROTECTIVE Association 

2 0 0 Bond Building 
Washington DL C, 

Dart'l GL Henderson, At f y-

Ind ian chums against the Uni t 

e d Sta tes a speciali ty. 

<TWS TL Beaul iea 

Local Representativie 

W h i t e Ea r th , Minn, 

K. S. MURCHISON, 

ATTORNEY AT LAW, 

LATE LAW CLERK, LAND 

DIVISION, INDIAN OF«CE, 

DEPARTMENT PRACTICE A 
SPECIALTY. 

LOAN A KT> TRUST &LT7G, 

WASHINGTON D. C, 

Hotel Leecy* 
W«tc mrtli, Minn. 

The Largest and Host 
Commodious Hotel t>n 

the fterservatfon* 

'Tabfte -always totti-fttf u % supplied 

"with every th ing tbttt t h e m a r k e t 

a f t e r s , i i w l u d i ^ ^ f t m c attd 

fteh fal woftson-. 

-A large a«id c^ lor t&bte^IJ^ed attd 

•Live¥y s table in 'connect/ton 

w4tk Uote+. 

JOHN EEtGY wop* 
_ r ' T i'firtfnri 

Selatti Fairbanks, 
'Dealer fa 

DRY 'GOODS, 
GROCERIES 

«AfcDWA$E 
and 

kuifiber-mem - - Supplies. 
M a r k e t price pa id for <S*insing 

'•Snake Root and J^ i rs . 

O r d e r s for 'pure Maple -Syrup , 

%nd wild rice p rompt ly at tended 

•to. 

^ E A U I / I E U - - -* - M I N N . 

THE OJIBWAS. 

Their Customs and Traditions. 

AS HANDED DOWN FOR CENTURIES 
FROM FATHER TO SON. 

WAY-NAH-BOZHO. 

His Origin, Birth and Life. 

B Y T J I E O . I I . BEAULXKU. 

Abou t one of the first ^ i i n g s 
Waynahbozho talked about wi th 
Nokomis, was the absence of fire, 
as the n igh ts at tha t t ime of the 
year were very chilly, and the 
family inher i tance of skins and 
furs was somewhat limited, this 
added to Way-nah-bozho's 'discom-
fort g rea t ly . One morn ing having 
slept colder than usual, he said, 
"Nokomis , it is very cold here at 
n ight , I wish we had some fire to 
warm ourse lves , ' ' bu t Nokomis 
said, "Ny-anh , my grand-child I 
don ' t th ink we can ge t fire, as it 
is a long distance across ( l i tche-
g u m m e (big water) to the Island 
home of Gesis (sun), where fire 
can be found, and then too, a 
person would have to go before 
the migh ty Gesis and steal away 
one of his smiles—rays, bu t tha t 
have never been done, for the I s 
land and the sacred lodge of Gesis 
is s t rongly guarded by many spir
i ts and his only companions a re 
his daughte rs , the clouds, and who 
weep—rain—for him when he is 
a n g r y or when his hea r t feels bad. 
No, m y grand-child I would not 
advise you to unde r t ake such a 
long jou rney and so hazzardous a 
task.'"1 B u t no th ing daunted 
Way-oah-bozho ,hc wasyoung , am-
bitious and already he was feel
ing the th i r s t for g lory and the 
achievements of g r ea t deeds, and 
he at once set about laying plans 
for the under tak ing . H e be-took 
himself to the woods where he 
held a council with the t rees of 
the forest, ( this was presumably 
the first council o r secret session 
ever held), it finally ended in the 
birch t rees consent ing to give 
some of the i r we-gwas (bark), 
which was pa r t of their snow-
white garment* and lined with 
rich purp le and gold; the majestic 
cedar tendered him a few frag
ran t spl inters for the keel and r ibs 
of his craft; the s ta te ly tamarac 
donated some of its wa-dttub (the 
s t rong durable rootlest) to lace it 
together , and th<* pr incely pine 
ttw assured him tha t it Would 
shed a few tea r s of pe-giew (gum) 
to cement the whole together , 
and make It Water-proof. 

I n t ime the keel Wan laid, the 
light, feathery fibs were pu t in 
place and the white and gold col
ored robes of the queen of thfe 
forest was graceful ly set about 
the corset and the wa-daub was 
made to gen t ly clasp and lace them 
together while the tears of the 
pine — pe-giew—smoothed the 
creases. Thus , the first we-gWas-
o-gee-mon, (birch ba rk canoe) was 
finished; and a beauty i t was too, 
the like of which none bu t W a y -
nah-boo«fct!> and his descendants 
have -ever succeeded to build to 
perfection. 

Whet i all was ready, Way*nah-
boozho embraced Nokomis and 
bid her an affectionate good byfe-, 
after having ins t ru ted h e r to pre-1 

parte an ear then pot wherein she 
was to place some punk procured 
for the purpose , and watch for 
his coming. H e embarked in his 
cantfe-, and having summoned the 

aid of his father, the Nor th wind, 
and his uncles, the South, East 
and W e s t wind spir i ts , he was 
soon gone and ou t of sight. A t 
daydreak the nex t morning he 
found himself near the gl i t ter ing 
shores of the S u n ' s island home; 
he hasti ly s t epp . . ; ashore and 
after concealing his canoe, sat 
down a momen t to der termine 
what course was best to pursue 
to procure fire. Now Waynah-
boozho had the power to assume 
the shape of almost any animal he 
desired, so he changed himself 
into a rabbi t and he proceeded to 
drench himself wi th water and 
sand, then he lay himself down 
close to the wa te r ' s edge, appa
rent ly more dead than alive. Pres 
ent ly two of the S u n ' s pre t ty 
daughters came to the beach to 
to draw water wi th which to 
shower Nature with the crystal 
beads of the morn ing dew. One 
of them saw the poor, forlorn 
looking rabbit , and she called her 
s is ter ' s attention to the pitiable 
object; they could not tell what it 
was, having never seen anything 
like it before ,however , thei r hearts 
were touched with pi ty and they 
concluded to take it home to their 
f a the r ' s wigwam and beg him to 
smile on the poor half-drowned 
crea ture , so tha t it m igh t get 
warmed and revived. 

W h e n they go t home the Sun 
was already awake and everything 
was warm and pleasant inside of 
the sacred lodge', of course no 
question was asked by the spiri ts 
gua rd ing the en t rance as they 
were subject to the daughters as 
wel 1 as to the Sun, So they passed 
in unmolested and tender ly laid 
down the i r bu rden and went about 
their work, soon the rabbi t began 
to show signs of life by j umping 
up and sk ipping abou t the lodge 
at a very lively r a t e and great ly 
to the amusement of the two 
daughters , this soon at t racted the 
at tent ion of the Sun , and he asked 
his daughters what this was that 
they had b rought into the lodge, 
r ebuk ing them for admit t ing 
s t rangers in his presence without 
first asking his permission. While 
conversation was going on, the 
rabbi t had come and sat down op
posite the Sun and within easy 
exit of the door; the re he sat, in 
the most mat te r of fact way, mov
ing his long ears to and fro and 
twitching his l ips and nose in a 
most amusing and ridiculous fash
ion, while in this position the Sun 
happened to look a t him, and so 
comical did the r abb i t seem that 
he could not res t ra in a smile of 
mer r iment escaping him. and its 
g l i t te r ing rays rested between the 
rabbi t ' s shoulders! As soon as this 
had t aken place, Waynahbootfo, 
(for it was he) caugh t spark of the 
fiery r ay on a small piece of punk 
he had fastened between his shoul
ders and darted ou t of the lodge 
and sped like an a r row from the 
bow, towards where his canoe lay 
concealed, and Ituuj t ime than it 
takes us to wri te this , he was off 
and far away on his r e t u r n voy
age homeward: W h e n the Sun 
discovered what had been done he 
hid his face and bid his daughters , 
the clouds, for thwi th to weep 
—rain—and endeavor to quench 
the spark of fire Way-nah-bozho 
had stolen, bu t so swift did the 
wind spi r i t h u r r y his l ight craft 
before them, t ha t i t was found 
impossible to over take him. And 
thus he was allowed to proceed 
the res t of his Voyage unmolested. 

The swiftness with which W a y 
nah 'bozho and bis craft was being 
hur r ied along caused the burn ing 
punk to be faned into a blaze and 
before he could ext r ica te himself 
From his rabbi t skin, the hair was 
afire, and mat te r s looked serious 
sure enough . H e was now near-
ing the shore from whence he came, 

and he at once commenced to howl 
and called loudly for Nokomis, to 
" h u r r y up, come to me, Tarn afire 
—hi-hai, Nokomis come qu ick !" 
When Nokomis heard this, she 
rushed out of her wigwam and hur
ried towards the shore, ca r ry ing 
the pot she had prepared with her, 
so excited was she that she forgot 
all about her stick and a sprained 
ankle. W h e n she reached the shore 
and pulled the canoe on the beach, 
she first shook some of the fire in
to the pot then she proceeded to 
t r y and relieve Way-nah-bozho 
from his agonizing predictment. 
In many places the rabbi t skin had 
burned th rough . And when, at 
last ,Nokomis pulled it off his back, 
g rea t pieces of his own skin and 
flesh came off with it! Poor W a y -
nah-bozho, he was indeed a sorry 
looking sight after he was relieved 
of his fiery jacket. Nokomis tend
erly supported him to reach the 
wigwam, where she prepared a 
soft couch of moss and leaves, and 
upon which he lay down. Then 
Nokomis turned her attention to 
the fire in the pot, she went out 
and b rought in some d ry faggot, 
as she had been instructed to do, 
and soon a br ight , cheerful fire 
was shedding its grateful warmth 
about the wigwam. This pleased 
Way-nah-bozho exceedingly, and 
he felt tha t the grea t comfort fire 
would be to him and his bre thern , 
in the future , would more than re
pay him for the terr ible ordeal he 
had jus t undergone . 

Then he asked Nokomis to go to 
a certain place and br ing some clay 
or dir t with which to dress his 
wounds, he also instructed her to 
gather certain kinds of roots and 
herbs for the same purpose, which 
were to be used by his bre thren 
likewise, whenever they had need 
of them thereaf ter . After his 
wounds had been dressed he par
took of some he rb tea and then 
lay down to rest. Worn , weary 
and sore he was soon in a sound 
sleep. Then Waynahbozho ' s 
spir i t wafted to the most enchant
ing scenes, the wonderous marvels 
and glories in the realms of 
Dreamland, to get more instruc
tion regard ing the improvements 
of this ear th . 

(To B B C O N T I N I K D . ) 

THE RED LAKE ACT. 
The Indians Have Refused to Assent to it. 

The Indian; Right and Wrong. 

( y " W c hold these 1 ruths to be self-
evident: that ALL, MKN nrecrealeri 
equal: thai tlie.v are endowed by t heir 
Creator with certain unalienable 
rights: 'ba t among these, JUT I.IFK. 
LIBKllTY, AND THK IM'KHIJIT OF 1IAP-
IMNKSH"—l)eclarnt ion of Independence 
July 4tli, 177<$. 

TO BUILD S00 EXTENSION, 

A Minneapolis Firm Takes the Contract. 
Construction Said to be Easy. 

The Hoo line ha* let contract for 
Glenwood extension U* Richards , ' 
Lundeen & Co., of Minneaiwlis / 
The new line extends north into 
the W h i t e Karth reservation 
th rough Alexandria, This town 
secured a station location by sub
scr ibing a bonns of *1.S,(MH». This 
extension of P25 miles will car ry 
the Sow almost t h rough the reser
vation-. 

The construction will be com
paratively easy excep t between 
Otter ta i l Lake and the Northern 
Pacific where the work is about 
40,000 to 50,000 yards to the 
mile.— MmneajKilis J o u r n a l . 

"The Tomahawk." 
A T R I A L Subscript ions. 

3 months 
<*> month* 

40 Cents 
7."> Cents 

Major McLaughl in has failed to 
secure the assent of the Red Lake 
Ch ippewas to the act which pro
vides for the opening of a large 
portion of the i r reservat ion. The 
decision on the pa r t of the Indians 
is, in or opinion, final. The Red 
Lake Chiapewas have been fooled 
a number of t imes by the govern
ment, and, as one of them aptly 
expressed it du r ing the recent neg
otiations, the whites cannot catch 
them in their t r aps again. I t is 
t rue , as stated in McLaughl in ' s 
interview with the Minneapolis 
dournel of the 7th, tha t Congress 
can without regard to the wishes 
of the Indians a rb i t ra r i ly open 
their reservations. The supreme 
court of the Uni ted States practi
cally so held in the Lone Wolf 
case last Winter . But notwith
standing this discision, we believe 
it is the " r i g h t of m i g h t ' ' and is 
not founded on any principle of 
justice. We cannot agree , how
ever, with that portion of the in
terview which states that the Red 
Lake diminished reservation can 
be opened under the Nelson Act, 
for that act provides for the com
plete rel inquishment of the Chip
pewa title in and to all the reser
vations in this state except the 
White Karth and Red Lake reser
vations, and so much of these two 
reservations as may not be in the 
opinion of the Chippewa commis
sion, required to make and fill the 
allotments provided for under ex
isting laws. T h e Indians refused 
to assent to the act until the com
mission has designated the amount 
of land which would be reserved 
for allotment purposes, for the 
"presen t and future use of the In
dians , ' and the result was the di
minished Whi te Ear th and Red 
Lake reservations. 

The government has never taken 
steps to allot lands to the Red Lake 
Indians as provided by the Nelson 
Act, and until this is done it can 
not arbi t rar i ly open any of the 
lands on the diminished lied Lake 
reservation without a flagrant vio
lation of its agreement with those 
Indians. 

We do not believe that Congress 
would case the Red Lake reserva
tion to be opened to set t lement re
gardless of the Indians who are 
occupying it, but if it should 
the disagreeable responsibli ly will 
rest upon those through whose in
s t rumental i ty th is may be accom
plished. 

.11 IN «» Noticej 
•UNK it. 

Sines M WSn of June falls on 

FROM ELSEWHERE. 

Sunday fins jrar, Hie celebra

tion wtfJ take place on June 

15ft and IBfh. 

APPRECIATES OUR EFFORTS 
—Charley Wakefield, the Wise Man o— 
Bena, writes the TOMAHAWK that h< 
was very agreeably surprised upon re 
ceipt of a copy thereof, and he wishe, 
the organ of the Chippewas of Minne 
sota all kinds of good luck, and assure, 
it of his cordial support. 

VERY FORCIBLE.—John G. Mor
rison, otherwise Ja-jage, a member o 
this reservation but now residing al 
Red Lake says: "Send me the TOMA 
HAWK for one year, and give the Rec 
Lake Act, which Inspector McLaugh 
lin bus just submitted to the Indian* 
here for their acceptance, h- 1. -

HOW!—In an interesting letter from 
Mr. Robert.). Holland, formerly chief 
clerk of the Indian Agency here and 
now holding a similar position at the 
Flathead Indian Agency, Montana, in 
which he acknowledges the receipt ol 
a copy of the initial number of the" 
TOMAHAWK, he refers to Ids residence 
here as one of t he pleasant est periods 
of his life, We don't doubt that Bob, 
for it was here that you first met the 
estimable lady who is now Mrs. Hol
land, and this with the friendships 
you formed then and still retain"" 
among the people here, cannot fail to 
leave pleasant recollections. 

FROM FT. COBB. OKLAHOMA. 
—William Hazlett, a member of the 
BlackJeet Mauri of Indians of Montana, 
who married into the Caddo tribe in^ 
Oklahoma and is by adopt ion a mem
ber thereof, wishes the TOMAHAWK a 
prosperous career. Mr. Hazlett is a 
Carlisle giariuatc who succeeded in 
pelting a bill through Congres raising 
the restrictions which applied to bin 
wile's allotment, and although this 
was only one year ago,we wviv reliably" 
infoimed last Winter I hat he has be
come wealthy by the sale of town lots, 
and that the thriving town of Ft. 
Cobb has been built on his townsite. 
The manyst'liool-malesof Mr. Hazlett 
on Ibis reservation will lie glad to 
learn ol his prosperity. 

FROM OKLAHOMA.- ThisJ»wluifc 
Allen Monjsou, .jr., a member of thin 
reservation now jn the government 
service at the Cheyenne and Arapho 
Indian Agency in Oklahoma, as sten
ographer, says; "J jeeejveri the ini
tial number of Ihe TOMAHAWK and ' 
was much pleased with its contents, 
so much so that I enclose herewith 
mone.v order lor a .veai's subscu'pt ion 
beginning with No. 2, Vol. 1. I trust 
that ,\ou will meet with success in 
.VOID ncwspajH'i' venture, and I see no 
leason wh\ While Karth reservation* 
;iii(l surrounding count i.v should not 
pi uvea pi oli lie field loi the en lei prise. 
Here's wishing .\on a long and success
ful caieer. JSwr.v 1 hing i-. goJn» along 
smoothlv enough in this pari of the 
country. It is uipiriJ.v building uj> 
and should prove to be an important < 
commonwealth when admitted to 
statehood, A djfl'erence in the jJolHi-
calfailhof some of 1 he inhabitant* 
prevented J lie Terrilor.v fioan becom
ing a KtuU'at J lie Just session of i'on-
giess, 

k VALUABLE ADJUNCT. 

W e have just received as .an ex
change a copy of the Red Man and 
IIeJ|Mirf which i* the >chooJ paper "" 
of the Carlisle Jndinn Behoob 
Th/ j Red Mau-and Helper is -one 
of the luoict valuable adjuncts of 
tl*e whooL, and it Jaw tu rned*mi 
many good pr in te r s who aiteiwxr 
oiwployed in various par t s o f thi« """ 
country both jn and outside .of In
dian nose n a t i o n s . TJ»* TOMA-
HAW.K ha.« two of tliriu ^oiwployed 
in its office, uml -one *tf these, 
William Lufkins, who gradua ted 
from Carlisle in the class of lStly, "" 
has exclusive eiiargeof the mechan
ical work of t h e TOJVIAJIA4VK. H i s 
assistant, ,l<Aiu Wol»st<,,rJ.a*nembor 
of the Oneida trabr wf Wisconsin, 
is ah-o a graduate of tl*' Carlisle 
school, and severed Ink ,ajij}«entiue> ~" 
ship in the Red .Man and H e ^ i e r l * 
officii. i 

.Resides tlwse two it here iis sti l l ; 

another .of ".the Rod Man and H e l p 
e r * pr inters teJuidoiV«d«on ' this .res- '• 
crvation. namely; Samuel Towns- , 
end, a .Rawnee Ind ian , who .i« now \ 
employed lin the offi«je of the .Chrp-
peway Hera ld at the gov.erniuerfib | 
school bene. ,J 

ct ive Page 


