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White Earth Agency, Minw.

%A WEEKLY NEWSPAPER de-'
wott‘cj to the interests of the

White Eat'tll Resarvation and gen-
éral Nortlivestern Naws.  Publish

ed and managed by mawibers of|
the Reservation. :
Subscription rates: $1.50 per!
annum. For the convenience of
these who may feel unable to pay!
for the paper yearly or w ho wmh‘
m tale it on trial, ».ubscuphmm
inay be sent us for six and three’
months at fhe yearly rates. All
sums sent to us-sheuld be forward-
el by registenad letter to insure
safety. Address all communica-,
tions fo. i
Tue ToMaHA WK

Warne Earen, MINx.

RESERVATION LANDS
TO LEASE

100,000 acres of Tirst «lass farm
lands on White Barth Reservation, in
thraets of 80 ameres and more. E

For fufl particulars address P!
TOMAHAWK.

—

INDIAN PROTECTIVE Associalion
200 Bond Building
Washingten D. C.!

Dan’1 8. Henderson, Att’y.

Indian elaims against the Unit-
ed States a speciality.

—eeee

K. S. MURCHISON,
ATTORNEY AT LAW.
LATE LAW CLERK, LAND

DIVISION, INDIAN OFFICE.
DEPARTMENT PRACTICE A
SPECIALTY.

LOAN AND TRUST BLDG.
WASHINGTON D. C.

#%Hotel Leecy. %%

White Earth, Minn.
The Larg;est and [lost
Commodious Hotel on
the Reservation.

Table always bountifully supplied
with everything that the market
affords, including game and
fish in season.

A large and comfortable,Feed and
stable in econnection

with Hotel.

JOHN LEECY

Livery

Prop.

Selam Fairbanks,

Dealer

DRY GOODS,

GROCERIES,

HARDWARE

and
Lumbermen = = Supplies.
Market price paid for Ginsing

Snake Root and Furs.

Orders for pure Maple-Syrup,
and wild rice promptly attended

to.

BEAULIEU - - - - MINN.

|| freshed ‘hinosdlf G
| breakfast, andl then he caused a

Subscribe for the TOMAHAWK,

$1.50 per year.
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THE BJIBWAS,

Their Customs and Traditions.

AS HANDED DOWN FOR CENTURIES
FROM FATHER TO SDN.

WAY-NAH-BOZHO.

‘His Origin, Birth and Life.

By Turo. H. BravLiru.

. i
When Way-nah-bozho awolke!
from his peaeeful slumbers, he re-

il ed a halt to ,(‘ouncn

with dnpatchod runners in all dl-
rections to endeavor to o\'ortalw{

| and bring us back to the village,!

i[the chief himself joining in the
pursuit. ‘Tliis puu-mt was kept up
for four days,wher * .- cliief ur{lor-
avith his Ge-|
sal-ke-we-neina  (magician), lmt-;
the spirits, who favored pur flight,
refused to give them any ‘informa-|
tion as to our wherabouts. We,
had lived.on the shore of the lake|
for many moons, when, one night,|
1 was warned in a dream not to
allow your mother “‘to stand on'
her feet for seven days,and to face

the wind during that time.”” This

| was émring the 'Wlueberry season,i

and 1 guarded her very closely af-
ter that in wrder *“that she would!
not stand up. ‘One «day, however,
while we were picking blueberries,,
1 had occasion to deave her for al

{
|

with a  hearty

windte blow from the North

the direction of the Indian wrillage
from whence his grandmatther and,
her daughter (his motber) had
come, and he said, “‘Nokomis, I;

1am going to semd ffire to all my!

relatives who live in the nountr,\!
{ where you and my mother came
from."

Nokomis had mever told Way-!
nah-bozho of his origin, and she]
was continually in dread lest he;
would seck to know more of hisi
anecstors, and whenever he spoke|

{ of the village, ete., she would bel

come very much alarmed. One
day it was decided to mvowe to the
outlet of a big lake, and when,
they had selected a convenient lo-
eation, Way-nah-bozho mstructvd‘
Nokogmis to go and prepare polc‘w
and birch bark with whbich to:
build & wigwam. When the wig-]
wam was eompleted and tley had
moved and got settled down, Way-
nah-bozho arranged te go ona
beaver hunt; there were a great
many bheavers in those days, and
se it was not long before he had
secured a good supply, which
were brought home to the wigwam.
Nokomis was instructed how to
prepare the pelts and make them
into nice comfortable blankets,
such as the Indians used before
the white man came into the
country.
NOKOMIS' NARRATIVE.

One day when Way-nah-bozho
had enjoyed the pleasure of a
hearty meal of beaver tail, and lay
in comfort on his couch of skins
and boughs, he asked Nokomis to
relate the history of his ancestors,
his father and mother, ete. No-
komis endeavored to evade answer-
ing his questions, but Way-nah-
bozho seemed so determined to
know that she finally answered
him in this wise: **Your mother
was a very beautiful girl who had
many suitors, but the chief of the
tribe desired that the youngest of
his three sons should marry her.
I opposed this marringe because
the young man was indolent, lazy
and good for nothing. The chief
sent four requests for the hand of
my daughter, (your mother) but 1
firmly refused to listen to his prop-
osition. When he found that I
would not consent to my daugh-
ter’s marriage with his son he
calledin one of his counsellors and
after a private conference the lat-
ter advised the chief to cause me
to be assassinated, that by doing
this the only obstacle to his son’s
marriage with my daughter,
would be removed. A friend of
mine overheard this plot and im-
mediately informed me of it. That
day I prepared for a journey, and
left the village with your mother
at night, and after a weary jour-
ney of many days we camped by
the lake where you were born.
When the chief heard of our flight

he was terribly enraged,and forth-

short time. Duringmy absence she
vspwd a large bunch of blueber-
ries in a marsh along the u\dg(‘ of
“]nch_ she was picking berries, and,
it béing too wet to erawl towards;
them, she th(mght th{-m- waould be,
no harm in walking te the Inutwa,
but the moment she stood wp, the
North wind, whe had ‘been durking’
in the wicinity,came and embraced|
her. When this had occured she;
fell prostrated on the greund, 1 ran]
to her, and when she again opened,
her epes, she as well as myself, ]
kneaw that she had conceived. And!
after you were born,she went
down inte the clear water of the
lake to bathe and was there at-
tacked and swallowed up by the
Me-she-nah-may-gway (whale).”

Nokomis knew she had been
telling a falsehood, but she was
afraid that if she related the truth-
ful history of Way-nah-bozho’s
birth, the sad abduction of his
mother and of her being borne to
her far away Island home, ete., he'
would get injured if he endeavor-
ed teo fight the spirits who had
caused all this to come about and
which had left him an orphan in
the world.

ADVENTURE WITH THE WHALE.

After the conclusion of Noko-
mis’  narrative, Way-nah-bozho

pondered long and silently. -
nally he requested Nokomis te go
and prepare him a Gee-sah-kalin,
as he wished to invoke the spirits
to give him information and power
as to where he would find and de-
stroy the Me-she-nah-may-gway.
After he had completed the service
of that selemn oceasion he came
out and informed Nokomis of his
purpose and to prepare him for his
journey. Said he, "1 will be gone
four days on the war-path; on the
fourth day, if all goes well with
me I will be on the shore of  that
bay where the winds cease to
breathe. You will know this by
the skies, which will appear red
and smiling, and should 1 have

trouble and not reach there the
skies will be very dark and clou-
dy, He -then painted his face

black and bidding Nokomis an
affectionate adieu, he embarked

into his canoe and started in
search of the Me-she-nah-may-
gway. After wandering about

for two or three days, he conelud-
ed, as the spirits had told him,
that he was near where the whale
lived, and,as he had been instruct-
ed, commenced to sing “*Me-she-
nah-may-gway, hay, hay, be nah
we co she shin,” (whale, oh co
and swallow me). Me-she-na
may-gway heard this singing and
it annoyed him very much. He
said that Way-nah-bozho was
‘too filthy’ for him to swallow,
so he directed a large pickerel
to go and swallow the filthy mor-
sel. When the pickerel appeared
to Way-nah-bozho he was hailed
by the latter with. *Ish nee cheem,
keen e-nah?”® (my little brother,

is it you?) meaning the whale, but

the answer he received was, “"No,
I am only a pickeral, and came to
obey the command of Me-she-nah-
may-gway -who got tired of your
song.””  When Way-nah-bozho
heard this'he become very angry:
and said to the pickerel, *‘Go back
you are not the one who killed my
mother.”” The pickerel returned
and related to ‘the whale what
Waynalibozho had said. This pro-
voked. Me-she-nah-may-gway and
as the taunting song of the for-
mer kept ringing in his ear, he
determine to go himself and make
a meal out of the filthy’ intiuder.
Me-she-nah-may-qway’s father re-
monstrated against his resolution,
by saying that Waynahbozho
coming amongst tham avith his in-
vitation to be ‘swallowed up,” ete.,
boded no good, and it were 'hest
to leave him alone.  But Me-she-
nah-may-qway was in sach a rage,
he would listen to no further ar-
gument but went forthwith and’
swallowed Way-nah-bezha, wanoe
and all!

When the whale had swallowed!
‘Waynahbozho he felt very sick’
and he soon became insensible.
And when he had revived a little,,;

of Congress is a violation of treaty
obligations on the part of the
United States and nothing short of
a legalized theft.

" During the negotiations of the
Nelson Act between the repre-
sentatives of the government and
the Indians, the former repeated-
lay assured the latter that they
would receive pay for every acre
of land that they would cede to
the government under the act,and
the report of the council proceed-
ings show this conclusively.

Not being satisfied with taking
the lands refered to from the In-
dians, the commissioner of  the
general land oftice now  proposes
to open the balancee of the reserva-
tion lands to settle ment regardless
of the fact that several hundred
Indians who are ‘entitled to allot-
ments on'the reservations at Lieech,
(ass and  Winnebegosish - lakes
have not vet secure their allot-
ments.  Those who have reccived
allotments, except in a few eases,
have not made selections for them-
sedves or their minor children as
provided by law, but these allot-
1ments have been selected for them
hy governnient allotting agents, in

he felt that he must have swallow-;
ed all the disagreeahle things in'
the world. He also heard Way-
nah-bo-zho soliloquizing to him-!
self in this wise: “Verily, verily:

it isa fact that 1 have been swal-’

lowed—fool, e shall now suffer
for having swallowed my mother,
and making me an orphan.” Then
Way-nah-bo-zho commenced  to
take note of his surroundings and
the first thing de saw was a4 wea-
sel. who, ke himself, had been
swallowed by the whale; then his
eyes rested on a large object above
him which seemed to keep up a
constant, fluttering motion.  As
Wiy-nah-boszhe could not reach
up and being anxious to know
more of his surrounding. he in-
quired of the wensel what the ob-
jeet was, and the weasel informed
him that was Me-she-nah-may-|=
gway’s heart. Atthis intelligence,
Way-nah-bo-zho was greatly
pleased, tho® he thought the whale
was very foolish to keep his heart
in such an exposed posgition in that
portion of his internal menagerie.
Then Way-nah-bo-zho addrgssing
the weasel, said: “We must de-
stroy Me-she-nal=may=qway or we,
ourselves, will both die, I you
will go up there and fight  his
heart, and help me destroy him 1
will reward you by making you
white in winter and  brown in
summer su that you can better
avoid your enemics, 1 will
show you where to strike your
enemy so that you ean always
draw his heart’s blood.”™  The
weasel, nothing  loth,  attacked
Me-shesnah=-may-qway’s heart vig-
orously, The latter commenced,
at once to complain of being sick
at the stomach, and he attributed
the disorder to indigestion caused
by the the ‘unsavory mess' he had
lately swallowed.
(To Be CoxTINUED)
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THE LEGALIIEI] THEFT.

According to the twin city press
Commissioner Richards of general
land office has announced, since
his return to  Washington from
this state, that the selections of

e 4:1:1:] on the Chippewa reservations

or forestry purposes have been
happroved, and that the agricultural
lands will also be opened to settle-
ment without further delay. This
action is the final stroke which
takes from the Indians two hund-
red and twenty five thousand acres
of land and five per cent of the
pine timber thereon without due
compensation therefor.  Besides
being a shameless act of injustice,

the taking of these lands by an act

1a great many instances in swamps

and -other worthless lands.

The time for trying to enforee
treaty rights by going on the war-
path has passed, wnd the only way
for our brethern who are entitled
to allotments on the reservations
named, and who have not reccived

| them according to law, is to invoke

the courts to compel the officials
of the govermment to fullfil the
laws.

The

Indian; l{i,t_rht- and Wrong.

g5 We hold these truths to be sell-
evident: that ALL MEN are created
equal: that they are endowed by their
Creator with certain  unalienable
rights: that among these, are LIFE,
LIBERTY, AND THE PURSUIT OF HAP-
riNEss”— Declaration of Independence
July 4th, 1776,

THE INDIAN l]llESTIllN

The “Indian ||u|-.-atiuu" seems to
he likely to settle itself in o nor-
mal way, necording to the bread
and butter law, after all.  Now
that the negro problem has come
to the front of discussion the ved
man has a chanee to show what he
can do when left to work out his
own passage to civilization with-
out =o much advice,

The other day, on an  Interur-
han ear, an Indian with all the
evidencees of his race in his counte-
nanee, but dressed in the conven-
tional business suit and derhby hat
of the white man was seated very
quietly,  He was taking views of
trolley lines and their
with the same air of interest in
worldly affairs that other eivilized
persons do.  No reversion to the
wilderness type wag apparent in
his dress or manner.  Had he been
in Europe he would have heen an
indistinguished part of the motley
crowd of races that nre assimila-
ting European civilization and
would not have aroused a remark
but here an Indian on a street ear
is still a little of a curiosity.

This relation ought to pass and
The Indian develops
when he
to be re-

aceupants

will soon.
too much business sense,
tnkes to business at all,
aarded as out of the reckoning of
American business and industrial
life. It will be industrial life that
must first absorb the Indian, and
that, preferably, in small places,
There is little doubt that the In-
dian is still a good ways behind
the white man in the race, but the
results of Indian education are
proving that he is gaining and
anxious to gain even faster. He

can do better things than to make

baskets and bead-work and draw
reservation allowances; and it is
his right to be taught to his full-
est powers instead of to his second
rate ones. We have made profit
out of the Indian in the wrong
way for both parties.

In Monday’s news from the
northwest were two items that
show that the Indian will work
and that he will look out for him-
self in a business way. From the
agent of the Grand Portage re-
servation comes the report that
the Indians of his section havé
carned by their work as labors il
in mines and the woods $10,000
which has been distributed among
them by the government. In
South Dakota the Rosebud reser-
vation Indians will meet this week
to decide upon the question of mak-
ing more money out-of the surplud
lands of the reservation which
have been granted to the cattles
men.  From this and from other
cooperative signs of the times it i8
plain that the Indian will not much
longer remain  outside of
fluences of thade and contact with
business that form such educating
powers te the rest of us. Instead
of being a ward of the nation hé
will, by his own initiative, and the
right help, hecome an individual
of the nation.  We make the nost
of the Indian problem ourselvos
now. —Minneapolis Times.

AGENCY NEWS.

WORK FOR ALL.-—Agent Miches
let has been Keeping a force of reser=
vition young men busily engaged for
severial week past making  some minch
needed improvements in the villages
brush  which obstructed the view of
some of  the principal governmment
buildings has been cut and removed,

placed the old ones.
these improvements it is the Agent’s
intention to extend the sidewalks té
the Catholic and  Episcopal churceliesy
and to have street lamps put in from
the village to the hoarding sehool,
The Agent also says that he intends
to furnish employment. to all the Ins
dinns  who may wish to work next
month repaiving the roads on this ress
ervalion.

We trust that the Agent will keep
on with the good work, and as making
improvements seems to be his hobhy
judging from his work during the past
year, weare sure that he will keep if
up it he has the means placed in his
hiindds Lo do so.

A TEST CASE.— Mrs. Loudsa Lynch
recently made an application to Chip=
pewa g ommissioner Wall for an addis
tional elyhty acre et of  Tand as an
allotment  under  the improvement
chitise of the treaty of 1867, between
the Mississippi hands and the United
States, but this application was.res
jeeted by Mr. Hall on the grounds
that he had been directed by the secs
retary ol the interior 1o cense allotting
lands to the Chippewas,  Mis, Lyneh’s
application was made for the express
purpose b placing on record her claim
with the view of commencing a suit
in the pited States Cireuit Court. to
establish her right to the allotments
The questions involved in her case ae
of somueh importance to each mems
her of the Mississippl bands on this
reservation that we trust she will re-
ceive financial assistance in prosecuts
ing her claim from all of thein, for a
decision in her favor will result in the
allotment of eighty acres more to each
member of the bands.

“The Tomahawk.”
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