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Indian Bureau Evidently 
Intends Opening the 
Former Boarding School 
at White Earth. 
As regards the disposition of the 

buildiDgs of the former school at 
this agency which was closed two 
years ago, it appears from the 
following communication from 
Mr. E. B. Merritt, assistant com 
missioner of Indian affairs, to 
Congressman Steenerson, that it 
is the intention of the Indian 
Bureau to reopen the boarding 
school here. The matter of the 
disposition of the buildings of this 
school was taken up by Mr. T. H. 
Beaulieu who, as it was antici
pated that these buildings would 
eventually t>e twrneth over to the 
State of Minnesota for certain 
purpose*, took the matter up with 
State Senator Baldwin and Rep
resentative G. J . Nor by, who in 
turn brought the matter to the 
attention of Congressman Steen
erson who at once referred the 
matter to the Indian Bureau. 

The Assistant Commissioner's 
reply to Mr. Steenerson follows: 

Department of the Interior 
Office of Indian Affairs, 

Washington, D. C , 
Feb. 9th, 1921. 

Dear Mr. Steenerson:— 
Referring to your letters of 

January 29 and February 1 and 3, 
transmitting communications from 
Senator Baldwin of Frazee, Min
nesota, and A. C Knutson in re
gard to the buildings and land 
comprising the former White 
Earth boarding school, Agency 
and hospital, you are advised that 
the agency buildings are still re
quired and used for conduct of 
the affairs of the Indians. The 
local public school authorities 
have been allowed use of the 
school house^ for public school 
purposes,,J am of opinion that 
this plant should not be disposed 
of while needekl for Government 
purposes, and for the present 
would not care to turn it over to 
the State. 

As to Hospital building, the In
dian Appropriation Bill now pend
ing before the Congress provides 
for turning over to the proper 
State authorities any Chippewa 
Hospitals which are no longer 
necessary in connection with the 
work of the Chippewa Indian 
Service upon satisfactory assurance 
that the property will, at all times, 
be maintained and used for public 
purposes anc that Chippewa In 
dians shall at all times.be admitted 
to State institutions upon the 
same terms as citizens \of the 
State. I t is believed it would be 
well to delay any action looking 
to disposition of the hospital plant 
until it. becomes evident whether 

the provision mentioned becomes 
law. 

Very truly yours, ^ 
(Signed) E B. MERRITT, • 

Asst. Commissioner. 
Upon receipt of the above com

munication from the Assistant 
Commisaioiier Mr. Steenerson 
forwarded copy of same to Mr. 
A. C. Knutson of Detroit, Chair
man of the Republican County 
Committeet who transmitted copy 
to Mr. T. H. Beaulieu at White 
Earth. At the suggestion of Mr 
B. L. Fairbanks and Frank D. 
Beaulieu, members of the legisla 
tive and executive committees of 
the General Council, Minnesota 
Chippewas, Mr Beaulieu at once 
wrote Mr. Webster Ballinger, at
torney for the General Council at 
Washington, D. C , in regard to 
the matter and inclosed a copy of 
the Assistant Commissioner's letter 
to Mr. Steenerson. Mr. Beaulieu's 
communication to Attorney Bal
linger follpws herewith: 

White Earth, Minn. 
Feb. 25, 1921. 

Mr. Webster Ballinger, 
Washington, D: C. 

Dear Mr. Ballinger:— 
Inclosed herewith please find 

copy of letter written by E. B 
Merritt, Asst Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs, in answer to letter 
of Hon. Halvor Steenerson, con
cerning the disposition of the 
former Government boarding 
school plant at White ' Earth 
agency. The letter explains itself. 
Both Frank and myself were very 
much surprised on receipt of this 
letter as both of us bad several 
talks with Mr. P. R. Wadswortb, 
Supt. of this agency, concerning 
the disposition of the school plant 
So strongly were we impressed 
with the encouragement we built 
on our talk with Mr. Wadsworth 
that we took up the matter with 
the State authorities and, up to the 
present time, we had every expec
tation that the confidence pros
pered by the agency authorities 
would be favored by the Indian 
Office, but it seems that at the 
11th hour the Indian Office has 
exercised its usual prevarication in 
the premises. 

At the suggestion of Mr. B. L. 
Fairbanks and Frank I send you 
cony of the letter so that you may 
know just how matters stand on 
the subject. I might add that in 
our talks concerning the matter of 
the disposition of the school build
ings we did not mention or include 
"Ageocy buildings" or any other 
buildings otherwise such as were 
included in the former boarding 
school plant. 

The buildings (former school 
plant) have been idle for nearly 
two years; last year the buildings 
were practically stripped of 
all furnishings and the same were 
transferred to Red Lake agency. 
Over JDWO years ago the school gas 
plant exploded and wrecked sev
eral of the work shops and store 
bouses besides doing considerable 
damage to other buildings. No 
step has ever been taken to repair 
the wrecked buildings and to-day 
rain and snow drift in the broken 
windows and the utter ruin of the 
damaged building is bat a matter 
of limited time; most of the 
window panes in some of the 
buildings, especially the fine 
modern barn, have been broken, 
in fact the buildings are fast going 
to wreck and ruin, the prey of the 
elements and vandalism. And it 
seems like the height of folly that 
such desirable property should be 
permitted to decay and remain 
idle just because some contrary 
"opinion" advances elusive objec
tions in the premises. 

At the present time there are 
several abondoned school plants on 
the . White Earth reservation. 

There is a large former vboarding 
school plant at Beaulieu which has 
been idle for over three years. 
The there are fine day school 
plants at both Elbow Lake and 
Round Lake, and there are some 
buildings at Pine Point. I was at 
Round Lake last fall and witnessed 
the dilapidated condition of this 
once splendid school plant; grass 
and tall weeds formed a rank^ 
growth around the walks and u^ 
to the sides and doors of the 
buildings. Like conditions pre* 
vailed in the vicinity of the other* 
abandoned Government school 
buildings. And there is-no doubt 
that if these buildings are per
mitted to remain idle much longer, 
possibly the next or coming sum
mer, will witness their destruction 
by fire. 

Like conditions prevail at the 
White Earth former Government 
school buildings; weeds and grass 
flourish while here and there 
patches shoot up through broken1 

walks and steps; some places itr 
che concrete pavement at the en 
trance to some of the fine buil^ 
ings, frost and cold have playe<$ 
havoc, he"avmg and breaking the 
surface. And unless something is 
done looking to the occupancy of 
these buildings or steps are takeo-
to give them proper care it will be 
but a few years before nothing 
will remain but a "scrap heap" of 
property worth near a million of 
dollars. Thanking y o u \ for 
courtesy in the premises I beg to 
remain, 

Sincerely yours, 
THEO. H. BEAULIEU. 

President Signs Red Lake 
Bill, 

A large and interested audience 
attended the meeting held in the 
village hall last Monday afternoon, 
and if anyone has entertained any 
doubts as to the sincerity of the 
members of the Legislative Com
mittee of the General Council, 
Minnesota Chippewas, in their 
efforts to bring about a just and 
equitable settlement of Chippewa 
affairs, such doubts werecbmplete-
ly dispelled long before the meet
ing adjourned. As stated in our 
issue of last week the meeting 
Monday was for the purpose of 
giving everyone an opportunity of 
meeting the members of the legis 
lative committee and of learning 
just what has been done toward 
the settlement of the Chippewa 
estate, more especially as to what 
took place in Washington this 
winter. 

Mr. B. L. Fairbanks and Mr. 
E. J. Warren, members of the 
legislative committee, were present 
at the meeting which was called to 
order by Mr. Henry Selkirk, 
chairman of the White Earth local 
council, after which Mr. Warren, 
committeeman and vice-president 
of the General Council, proceeded 
in a straight-forward aud business
like manner to relate all that took 
place in Washington ' regarding 
Chippewa matters from the time 
of his arrival there on November 

't 16th up until his departure on 
February 12th. Mr. Warren ex-

0RI6INAL BILL HAS SEVERAL AMEND

MENTS. 

President Wilson last week 
signed the Steenerson bill, which 
authorizes the improvement of Red 
Lake and Red Lake river for 
drainage flood control and naviga
tion purposes and the measure is 
now a law. 

The measure was originally 
passe*4 by the House several week 
ago, but upon reaching the Senate 
was subjected to a number of 
amendments which were ihserted 
in the bill by the Indian Bureau 
at the instigation of the represen
tatives of the General Council, 
Minnesota Chippewas. The House 
then passed the amended measure 
without a dissenting vote and the 
bill then went to President WilsorJ 
for his signature or veto. 

It is estimated that about 500,-
000 acres of land will be improved 
through the carrying out of the 
project. 

"»••»-
/ Forefather* Had No Luxuries. 

People who complain because they 
cannot get some of the little luxuries 
they used to enjoy before the war 
might do well to remember that their 
forefathers lived without sugar till the 
fourteenth century, without coal 'till 
the fourteenth, without butter on their 
bread till the fifteenth, without to
bacco and potatoes till the sixteenth, 
without tea, coffee and soap till the 
seventeenth, without umbrella* and 
lamps till the eighteenth, and without 
trains, telegrams, telephones, gas and 
machines till the nineteenth. 

Catarrhal Deaf acts Cannot Be Cored 
by local application*, as they cannot reach 
the diseased portion ot the oar. Thert is 
only one way to cure catarrhal, oeaftr-
and tnat 1» by » Catarrhal Deafness to 
flamed condition of t 
the Eustachian Tube. 

._ _Mfs, 
constitutional remedy, 

condition «( the wucou* llnlns of 
„._ juitacMan Tube. When this tube fi 
inflamed you hare a rumblinf Bound or lav 

caused by„ an In-
lUcoof llnlns ol 
en this tube to 

perfect hearing-, and when It la entirely 
elated, Deafcuiaa to the reetflt. Unless the. 
InflVnYmetlon can be reduced end this tube 
restored to It* normal condition. hearing 
wttl ba «e«twe« forever. Maw caeea ol 
«7afness are caused by catarrh, which to 

E 
gyartftUt- * 

"We will «!•* One Hundred Doners .for 
any case of Catarrhal Deafness that cannot 
be cured by Hairs Catarrh Medicine, ar
eolars free. AU Draff-lets. Tee* 

r. 3. CBSMST ft CO* Z«te4», O. 

eafness are caueeq or oatarro, wnicn u> 
n Inflamed condition of the, mucous suy. 
"oea Hall's Catarrh Medicine nets thru 
So blood on the mucous surfaces ot the 

Monday's Mass Meeting, 
Action of the Legislative Committee 

the General Council is Explained in 
Detail to the Satisfaction of al l , 

of 

plained in detail each movement 
made by the legislative committee 
at the national capital and showed 
the great opposition that confront 
ed them on every hand. Referring 
to the Ellsworth Bill wbich would 
have been so effective in bringing 
mattdrs to a close had it been en
acted into law, Mr. Warren ex-
olained that this bill was now 
separated into two parts, or practi
cally two bills, one relating to the 
jurisdictional portion of the origin
al bill and the other as to the 
administrative features, he stated 
that owing to the insistent opposi
tion to the jurisdictional features 
of any bill looking to the settle
ment of Chippewa affairs it was 
finally agreed that Representative 
Knutson should take the three 
jurisdictional bills which have al
ready been suggested—there is» one 
by the i Indian Bureau, one by 
Congressman Steenerson and the 
one drafted by the General Coun
cil, and out of the three try and 
draw up a jurisdictional act that 
will be acceptable to all concerned. 
Mr. Knutson has promised to make 
every effort to have such a bill 
passed at the extra session of Con
gress. As regards the adminis
trative part of the original Ells
worth Bill nothing has been done 
so far and probably will not be 
until some sore of a jurisdictional 
act is assured. 

Referring to the division of the 
tribal funds and the "big pay
ment" which has been whispered 
around for some time, Mr. Warren 
explained that although the Indian 
Bureau had draw such a bill they 
never intended it should even be 
introduced, as they knew it would 

(Continned on 4th page.) 

The Society 
ot. 

IMERICAN INDIANS. 

A NATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF 

AMKKICANS 

Organized at Ohio State University, 
APRIL, 1911. 

MEMBERSHIP 

Active-Including Magazine, $2.50 
annually. 

Junior Active—Indians under 21 
years of age. Including Maga
zine, $2.00 annually. Without 

Magazine, $1.00 annually. 
Application for membership should 
be made to the> Secretary-Treasur
er, Society of American Indians, 
711 20th St., N. W., Washington, 
D. C. Information regarding the 
Society will be cheerfully furnish
ed upon inquiry to the Secretary-
Treasurer, Washington, D. C. 

THOMAS L. SLOAN, 
President, 

3459 Macomb St., N. W., 
Washington, D. C. 

When Visiting Fargo 

EAT AT 

Pearl's Lunch 
5 2 7 BROADWAY. 

Just 4 doors north of Ford Building. 

Fargo, N. D. 

Now fe the time 
subscription. 

to pay that 
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The Store of 
Quality 

Buying Groceries is like 
buying anything else—it 
pays to buy the best 

Our shelves are always filled with fresh and up-to-date 
Groceries, which we offer to our customers at the lowest m 

possible price. 

Our line of Pry Goods, Shoes, etc., is also one of 
the best and most complete in the northwest, and our 

, pi ices in this line are always right. 

Hardware, Feed, etc. 
a full line always on hand. 

If you don't see what you want, ask for it. 

The B. L. FAIRBANKS 
COMPANY. 

White Earth, flinnesota. 
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