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JUHCMPTIOI: J 1.50 PER TEAR I I MIAMI 

Chippewa "Blood Roll" 
Complete; to Establish 
Title to 50,000 Acres, 
We print beJsw excerpts from 

an article which appeared under 
the above'caption .in the Minne 
apolis Journal, of Sunday, April 
17th: 

"Over in a quiet, unpretentious 
office on the second floor of the 
Federal building, Marquette av at 
Third s t , among stacks of files 
filled with litigation records and 
other musty legal documents, re
poses a bulky, limp covered vol
ume containing 5,163 Indian names, 
typewriten and in alphabetical or
der. Each name has a notation of 
two words* either' "mixed blood" 
or "full 6lood" after it, and there 
follows a brief set of surveyor's 
figures, describing the location of 
a certain tract of government land 
allotted to that Indian. 

"That is the social register of the 
Chippewa tribe of 'White Earth 
reservation, and represents years 
of labor and research on the part 
of the Chippewas Enrollment com
mission, a government body which 
completed its 'blood roll' of the 
tyrhite Earth reservation last Sep-
tember. Confirmation of the" roll 
ijf jf udge Page Morris at Fergus 
Falls fast November made it a gov
ernment document as well as a 
register of •social distinctions in 
White Earth Society. * 

"Among the 5.103 names en-
rolled on the register are 383 that 
make up the social "400" of the 
Chippewa tribe. They are the 
only full blood Chippewas remain
ing on the reservation. Their real 
prestige gives them rank in White 
Earth circles of even greater con-
seguencg than that conferred upon 
descendants, of Mayflower passen
gers in exclusive pajeface. society. 
For with the government stamped 
genealogy of the383 goes a.title 
to an aggregate, of about 50,000. 
acres of White Earth Jand and 
several hundred prospective law 
suits in district court within the 
next few years to recover their 
equity in that land. 

"This is why an Indian land 
office? is still maintained in the 
j$dj>rsf bui|c|i|& jn fyiimeapo.is, 
jn the interest pf the Wbj t e &*rth 

Qhjppewas, an^ Vfcy e t $ &W3* 
rum, specia} as§i$£anfr \o Attorney 
§gngra| Ifarry tyiugfctgry, is pt>\M 

- filing land suits in IJnjted §tates 
district court at Fergus Falls, apd 
investigating W»to Bartfe Jand, 
transactions dating back \Q to tf 
years, 

"The "landed" aristocracy of 
White Earth reservation is- gradu
ally coming back into its own. 

"Mr. Landrum, who was ap
pointed to the Department of Jus
tice in President Taft's adminis
tration and has htd many years 
experience in Indian land litiga-jhe gets it. 
tjbft last fall brought to a close in 
^nnesota h'mk' series'of 6ontr{>: 

yefsjes arispg out of ^,§25 suits in 

lands by White Earth Indians on 
the ground that the Indians were 
full bloods and had no legal power 
to dispose of their lands. 

"As there was no authoritative 
evidence to show which Indians on 
the reservation were full bloods 
and which mixed bloods, the 1,625 
suits were settled out of court, and 
by the time the last claim had been 
settled, the department of justice 
had recovered 40,000 acres of land 
for the Indians and in addition a 
sum of $710,000 which was paid 
back to the Indians who had not 
received fair compensation for 
their property. 

' "'Now that the blood roll of the 
Chippewas has been approved, the 
United States government is pre
paring to fight out in district court 
every suit necessary to recover 
land belonging to full blood In
dians,' Mr. Landoum said. lWe 
are thrpugh with compromise, be
cause we know now the blood 
status of every Indian on the res 
ervation** No l!urtber ^effort will 
be put forth in the interest of 
property of mixed bloods, as under 
the Clapp act, they are entitled to 
dispose of their lands and timber 
as they choose.' 

"A very small per cent of the 
383 full blood Chippewas still re
tain their government allotments, 
according to Mr. Landrun.' Most 
of them disposed of their lands and 
Umber shortly after 1\h0 Clapp act 
was passed, and in many cases the 
compensation they received was 
absurdly low. The mixed blo'od 
Indians, being more crafty, in 
many-cases were insteumenltat^'hi 
the defrauding of the full blood 
land owners.' * * * 

"Since the Chippewa "blood 
roll" was confirmed, Mr. Landrunf 
has filed 27 suits in equity in dis
trict court to recovery property 
belonging to members of the full 
blood group oa the reservation. 
New suite are being filed by him 
weekly, as rapidly as the history 
of each Indian's land allotment is 
investigated. 

"To gjve the present holder of 
the land an opportunity to return 
the deeds to the property without 
beeoming involved in law suits, 
Mr. Laud rum notifies them of the 
tide of the land and allowes them 
a period of 30 days in which to 
send the deed to his office. At the 
expiration of that period, if the 
land has not been relinquished, 
suit to recover, it xs at oncp flle^. 

"'a^ore ̂ han§9 tracts of land 
ba?e already been reco^eped, and 
thgdeedg returned to the p§ce, in 
response tofcqtiees sent the own
ers,' said Mr. Landrum. * Prob
ably at least 100 suits will have to 
be fought in court before the total 
50,000 acres of land involved are 
recovered. The first suits may 
come up at the May session of 
district courj,' 

"The Iqcjian'does hot cultivate 
tys lanc|,' and he is not thrifty,' 
said Mr. Landrum. 'Occasionally 
a mixed blopcj who is intelligent 
enqugh tg (je graf|y, aceumufates 
weajth,. but must of the Indians on 

'the reservation are penniless, de-
pepding on $ e annuities, ftey **• 
cejye from, the government in the 
fprm o* interest on tfce $5,§OO,Q0O, 
trust fund held, in Washington for 
the Chippewas. of Minnesota. The 
Chippewa agency pays an average 
of $50,000 monthly interest on this 
fund to the Indians at White 
Earth.' 

"An Indian ordinarily spends 
any money paid to him as soon as 
m ^ I once collected *\Mj\ 
for a* young Indian in a ^nd*M$, 
and tri {ess than two weeks he was 
in jail for passing a bad check. 

The government, however, i&1 
bound to protect the Indian in his 
land rights, and will see that every 
full blood Chippewa on the reser
vation recovers his original pro 
perty and retains it against unlaw
ful conveyance in the future.'" 

While the above is all right sd 
far as it goes, and is the result of 
earnest work on the part of the 
Enrollment Commission which; 
established the "Blood Status1 

Roll" of White Earth allottees^ 
and *wbich was confirmed by Judge 
Page Morris last fall, and there
fore is final, we are of the opinion 
that when Assistant Attorney Gen
eral Laddrum gets further along 
in the matter of filing suits he 
wMl find that out of the 383 so-
called "full bloods" there will be 
many missing, for a large number, 
perhaps one-third or possibly one-
half of those that were living when 
the enrollment commission com
menced its work have since died. 
We have*always contended that 
there were no full blood Indians on 

Mr. Landrum seems to lay the 
blame upon the mixed blood In
dians and charges them with aiding 
to defraud the full bloods. The 
truth is that the white man is the 
responsible fellow. The only pro • 
ceedmgs which were ever institu-
tuted fey the Department of Jus
tice, against mixed bloqd Indians, 
charging them with defrauding 
the Indian out of his' lands, was 
dismissed by Judge Page Morris, 
who stated that nowhere in the 
whokrease had any fraud been 
proven, and that it was clearly 
established that tbe defendants, 
mixed blood Indians, had paid the 
Indians with whom they dealt a 
big price for the land and timber 
they purchased. 

Nowhere in his statements has 
Mr. Landrum a good word to say 
for the Indian, he makes him out a 
pauperis, spendthrift, and incom-

the White Earth reservation, or ia Encouraging to the Indian and is 
the State of Minnesota for* tbatj only calculated to hold the Indian 
matter, but if the enrollment COOK out to tbe world in & shameful 
mission has found 383 of that manner, all for the selfish purpose 
status we are not going to con
tradict, however, we venture tbe 
prediction that not more than one-
half of this number can be found 
at present. 

Mr. Landrum states that it is be
cause of these few so-called full 
bloods that it is necessary to main
tain an "Indian Land Office" in 
Minneapolis, and incidently, we 
presume* it is also the reason why 
the Agency at White Earth must 
be maintained. We have our 
doubts in regard to this, as it does 
m*t look like good business meth-
odsto maintain an Indian LandT 
Office at Minneapolis end an In
dian Agency at VjThite Earth 'with 
a large force of employees merely 
for the purpose of looking after 
the Interests of 383 full blood In
dians, even if that number could 
be found. It woî ld be a case of 
nearly as many employees a,s t^ere 
are Indians to, look a,fter. 

Mr* I#nd>um als,q states t,hat 
the Indians are not thrifty, and 
depend altogether on their annuity 
payments fortsupport. Well, all 
we have to gay is this; that though 
the Indian may be lacking in thrift 
as defined by Mr. Landrum, he is 
thrifty enough to make his living, 
in some manrier, for if he depended 
solely on the annual annuity pay 
ment (which amounts to abo,ut 
$18.00 per head) as a, weans, of 
sub^fanee, t%6 W»H^ hftV-ebeen 
no nee^ pi « "Wood statute roll", 
nor would there be any land cases 
for Mr, kandrum to prosecute, for 
the Minnesota Chippewas would 
all h/tve starved to death long ago. 

Mr. Land rum's statement, given 
to some inquisitive, reporter, is tbe 
same old "hack" and bears everf 
earmark of ^propaganda ^\ y ^ n 
himself in of̂ Cfe K>e another m-
d,e^nite term. He speaks o( many 
law suits to recover full blood In
dian lands. Why should th\| j ^ 
when any person w^p, *^w fcoVte a 
conve^on^ govern by an Indian 
now on the approved blood roll as 
a full blood, would immediate^ 
quit-claim back th£ \»ft(i to, ajiy 
person Wh°> %- Iflodrflaj desires 
wMQutsuM There are a.t 'l%a*t 
two, cases lately instituted fey Mr, 
landrum. |o recover land aold by a 
full hlpM fndian pending in U. S. 
District court, whioh were unneces 
sary to be brought, as the person 
holding the deeds would have quit
claimed the property back it he 
had been asked to £ 0 so. We be
lieve there are many more v M f c 
ces like this, u* w îejh unnecessary 
expense an4 tin^e could have been 
avoided. But to do; this would 
have let some office-holder ou£ p,f 
a job too soon^* 

dian and his faults, but do nothing 
to make better men and women of 
them. All they are concerned in 
is making a showing to their boss, 
and perpetuating their existence 
in office. They never raise a band 
or a word towards better methods 
in the service. If the Indian is a 
pauper, an incompetent, a spend
thrift and what not, toda^y, as Mr. 
Landrum says, whose fault is it? 
We know positively that it is the 
fault of the Indian Bureau system. 
They are the ones who have edu
cated the Indian in their Indian 
school?, they are the ones who 
have penned up the Indian on a res
ervation isolated from the world 
from whence the Indian might not 
go freely without a pass; they are 
the ones who have mapped out a 
code of rules and regulations to be 
followed by the Indian in his every 
day life on the reservation, and it 

The Society 

petent, and the mixed bloods he I was they who now have spent over 
refers to (putting it in plain Eng
lish) as grafters. 

His statements are in no wise 

They come into office through 
some pull, being generally incom
petent to face the world through 
their own efforts and ability, as 
the rest of us do, and after a year 
or so in the* Ipdian service, they 
pretend to know all about the , J n - . 

$6,000,000 of the Chippewa In 
dians' money in doing so, under 
the guise of "relief and civiliza
tion", within the past thirty years. 
Mr. Landrum and his kind, should 
be the last to point the finger of 
scorn to conditions for which tney 
have been primarly responsible, 

(Continued on 4th page.) 
of petpetuating himself and his 
kind in office. This is the charac
ter of the men whom the Indians 
bave had to deal with for the past 
century, they have no personal 
interest in t i e Indian nor in bts 
future welfare. They are apt only 
in the^ art of self-preservation.f ani%vwy cMweTcauunrh tiwSoVnaoTbe 

) office t a rough MEDICINE. FRANK J. CHENEY. 

State of Ohio, City of Tolodo. 
Idicaa County, u . 
Frank J. Cheney make* oath that ho 

to orator partner of the Arm of F. J^ 
Cheney. * Co.. dofn* bualneo* In the City 
of Toteto, County an* State aforesaid. 

tftat said* Srm will pay the aum of 
HUNDRED DOLLARS tor each 

Sworn to before me and subscribed in 
my presence, this «th day of December, 
A. D. WW. A. W. GLEASON, 

(Seal) Notary Publlfl. 
Hall'* Catarrh Medicine Is taken In

ternally and acts through the Blood on 
the Mucous Surfaces of tbe System. Sen.4 
for testimonials, free. 

F. J. CHENEY eV CO., Toledo, OA 
Sold by all druggists. Wei 
Hall's Family pfcs fa e^ttafttfc* 

Of. 

AMERICAN INDIANS. 
A N A T I O N A L ORGANIZATION OF 

AMBWICANS 

Organized ut Ohio State University, 

APRIL, 191 f . 

MEMBERSHIP 

Active-Including Magazine, $2.50 
annually. 

Junior Active—Indians under 21 
years of age. Including Maga

zine, $2.00 annually. Without 
Magazine, $1.00 annually. 

Application for membership fihould 
be made to the Secretary-Treasur
er, Society of American Indians, 
Cor. 19th and F Sts., Washington, 
D . C. Information regarding the 
Society will be cheerfully furnish
ed upon inquiry to the Secretary-
Treasurer, Washington, D . C. 

THOMAS L. SLOAN, 

President, 
3459 Macomb St. , N. W „ 

Washington, D , C. 

When Visiting Fargo 

m AT 
Pearl's Lunch 

127 BROADWAY. 

Just 4 doors north of Ford Building. 

Fargo, N. D. 

Now is the time to pay that 

subscription. 
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The Store of 
Quality 

Buying Groceries Is like 
buying anything else—it 
pays to buy the best 

Our shelves are always filled with fresh and up-to-date 
Groceries, which we offer to our customers at the lowest 
possible price. A , 

^ Our line of Dry Goods, Shoes, ato., is also one of 
the best and most complete in the northwest, and our 
pi ices in this line are always r ight 

Hardware, Feed, etc. 
' a full line always on hand. 

r 

It you don't see what you want,7 ask for It. 

The B. L. FAIRBANKS 
COMPANY. 

White Earth, ilinnesota. 

#5 

I 
%J -

* J ; 

i Defect ive Page i *£ / i . 4 ftsS* it' tt *if 

JNbM*&i£££%. 


