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/.£ Minnesota State School for"* Indigent 
Children. 

The commissioners to locate a stats 
. school for indigent children have decided by 

a practically unanimous vote ujion Owa-
tonna as the location. Although Owaton-
na has been the successful town in the com­
petition, the commissioners have not de­
cided which of the two sites offered by that 
city is the most advantageous and avail­
able for a location for the school. Site No. 
1 offered by Owatonna consists of three ad-

'„ joining tracts—the old Kawson place 
(eighty acres) and the Abbott and Fisher 
tracts (forty acres each), making one hun-

- dred and sixty acres in all. The site is lo­
cated about half a mile from the depot, on 

'Y the v.e&t side of the city, commanding aline 
A iew of the city and of the Straight river, 
which runs by it. The old Ilawson place 
has upon it a residence and a barn, and thi-
Abbott place two residences. One of the 
houses is worth §3,000 and the other two 
§1,500 each. 

Site No. 2 is on the east side of the town, 
and consists of 155 acres, including a part 
of the fair giounds and all the fair buildings. 
It is within two blocks of the oublic high 
school building, and the grounds of the Bap­
tist academy adjoin it at the northwest 
corner. Besides the fair grounds it em­
bracer the Wilcox tract, seventy acres, the 
Brennan tract, forty acres, and the Aiken 
tract, ten acres. The Winona & St. Peter 
and Chicago, Milwaukee <fc St. Paul rail­
roads run along the northeastern corner of 
the grounds. 

The commissioners are proceeding under 
an act pfis»ed at last winter's session of the 
l'2islat.uv. entitled "An act to establish a 
fctttte public school for dependent and in-

OJI ; digent children," and appropriating the 
N"En'**"slim o I § 3 0 ' 0 0 0 f o r t h a t purpose. The 

school is to be neither of the character of 
__ SH orphan asylum or of a reform school. 
JL) ' ^Vhe object of the institution is clearly set 

' forth in section 12 of the act, which is as 
follows: 

The object of this act is to provide for 
iv. . such children a temporary home onlv in 
| I ^ n e s c h 0 0 i until homes can be procured for 

[5 _ _ _ them in good families. The boaid of di-
" 'rector3 is made the legal gardian of all chil-

>ffren who shall becomeinmates of the school 
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Attn' wi* s h a l i oe t ne d u t v ° f tha D ° a r t i ° f dii'oc-
flUljU. , tora-to use special diligence in providing 

/ suitable homes for such children, and it is 
^ authorised to place them in such families, 

' C( " on a written contract, during minority, oi 
' - until eighteen years of age, in the discretion 

of the board of directors; providing ior 
their education in the public schools where 

•4 they may reside; for teaching them some 
useful occupation; for" kind and proper 
treatment as members of the family A\ here, 
placed; jand fpr payment, on the termina­
tion of such contract to the board of di­
rectors for the use of the child,.any sum of 
money that may be provided for in said 
instrument. 

There wore some twenty ballotings by 
, the committee before Owatonna was se­

lected. Eed Wing, Hastings, Farmington, 
Albert Lea, Northfield and other points, 
made handsome' tenders of sites, etc., but 
none quite so generous as that of Owaton-

'na, which was accepted. *. * , 
• < 4 { 
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Minnesota Crop Prospects. , ' ' 
Reports from 1,000 points in the north­

west show that the condition of the crop in 
Minnesota, taken as a whole, is not as fa­
vorable as it was last \ ear at this time. 
In the southern counties the ground was 
dry at seeding in some places and very wet 
in others, and the result is a very uneven 
and ragged crop. The weather has not 
been favorable until during the past few-
days, and the plant is very thin and light. 
In some places it is heading out a foot high 
and the yield will not be an average one. 
Out of 410 reports received, coveting 33 
wheat growing counties, 243 saj>> the out­
look for a full crop is good, and 1G7 
-say the yield will be from half 
to 90 per cent of what it was last year. 
From all reports received, a detailed state­
ment of which is given below, the present 
condition of the crop in the state does not 
justify the belief that more than So per 
cent, of last yeai's average yield will be 
raised. While it is yet rather early to fig­
ure the crop down to bushels enough is 
known upon which to base reliable estimates 

. of the probable yield, considering, of course, 
•favorable weather from this time till har­
vest. The total acreage of the state -will 
not exceed 2,515,000 acres. The yield at 
this time promises to be about thirteen 
bushels per acre, which would give a total 
yield of 32,61)5,000 bushels. 
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Charles Reahm, a resident in Montana for 
twenty years and a popular business man, 
died in Helena recently. 

The saloon and dwelling house of August 
Bernick, at Delano, were burned. The fur­
niture and fixtures were mostlv saved. 
Loss, §1.500; insured, §1,000 in the Amer­
ican Philadelphia company. 

The old settlers of Faribault county held 
their fifth annual reunion at Basli lake. 
Over one thousand people were present. 
The address was delivered by A. C. Dunn. 

A farmer named John Weinderhoft, was 
thrown from his wagon at Madelia, while 
under the influence of liquor, and was kill­
ed. 

The News is a new paper published at 
Brownsville, weekly, by H. G. Ferschler, 
formerly foreman of the Caledonia Journal. 

Fifty Sioux Indians, under Black Prairie 
Hen, visited the quarries of Pipestone 
comity. 

As George W. Perkins, agent of the Amer­
ican express company in Lake City started 
ior the noon train being in a hurry, as he 
•was a little late, he merely closed the door 
•of his safe, without locking it, though he 
locked his office door. On returuing to his 
•office, an hour later, the doors were as he 
left them, but he found that §60 had been 
stolen fi om the safe during his absence. 

The Winona postoffice Avas, a t the close 
•of business on June 30, formally transferr­
ed to the custody of the neAv postmaster, 
Mr. W. J. Whipple. That gentleman's com-
mision has not yet arrived, but for reasons 
of business convenience the outgoing post­
master, D. Sinclair, Esq., on Monday tele­
graphed to the postmaster general for au­
thority to make the transfer a t this time, 
and favorable reply Avas received on Tues­
day. 

The census of Duluth village and city is 
about completed. The village shows a 
population of nearly 12,000 and the city of 
over 4,000; total, 16,000; a gain since 1880 
of 12,500, or nearly 380 per cent. 

A. J. Lamberton and Hon. C. Amundson 
of St. Peter have purchased the buildings 
from the state lately occupied as temporary 
hospitals a t tha t place." There are three 
buildings and nearly a whole block of land. 
The price paid Avas §2,700. 

Assessor O. L. Cutter has compiled the 
census and finds the population of Anoka 
to be 4,029. Of this number 698 were 
born in Sweden and 86 in Norway, making 
one.sixth of the whole population. The 
total number of foreigners is 1,532. 

The Sciffman-Harrington boat race a t 
Lake Minnetonka is won by the former in 
twenty-four minutes. 

The Second regiment had a highly suc­
cessful bham battle a t Faribault. 

(Peter Waltey, a bridge carpenter on the 
Chicago&Northwesternrailroad, wasfound 
dead upon the ground a t Winona Avith his 
skull crushed in, under his AvindoAv a t the 
Commercial hotel. There i s ' a strong sus­
picion that he was murdered. 

The Todd county Argus says, Charles 
Lamusga caught a muscalunge or a pick­
erel in Coal lake ,that weighed fifty pounds. 
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The fish pulled his boat about until Mr. 
Lamusga had to row the boat ashore and 
land the,fish on the,bank, Avhich he did 
alter some hard work. He caught it with 
a spoon hook. 

Thomas Hanley of St. Paul, who had been 
convicted in the Hennepin county district 
court of murder in the first degree, Avas 
brought before Judge Lochren to receive 
bis sentence. During all of his trials up to 
this time Hanley has appeared perfectly 
unmoved. His deathly paleness Avhen sen­
tence Avas called for Avas his only sign of ag­
itation. In response to the usual question 
he replied that he had nothing to say. 
Judge Lochren then sentenced him to im­
prisonment for life. 

Attorney General Hahn decides that a 
medical student residing in another place 
from his preceptor cannot practice medi­
cine; also that marriage licenses cannot be 
issued to girls under eighteen or young men 
under twenty-one Avithout the consent ol 
parents or guardians. 

The Metropolitan Hotel of St. Paul closed 
on the morning of the 1st., most of the 
guests going to the new Ryan House. The 
Metropolitan has borne a most excellent 
reputation since its opening, and many old 
citizens in all quarters will greatly regret 
its closing, as they call to mind the manj 
pleasant gatherings within its Avails. 

J. E. Kittson has been appointed rail­
way clerk, to succeed D. P. Morgan, re­
signed, between St. Paul and Duluth; C. D. 
Purdy succeeds F. Wilson, resigned, on the 
St. Paul and McGregor route, and Frank 
Tousley is remoA'ed from the Minneapolis 
and Albert Lea route to make place for E. 
CroAvles. 

It is said that parties Avho contemplated 
building elevators in the southern portion 
of th» state this year have decided to Avait 
till next year, ovang to the present discour­
aging outlook for a good crop. 

The governor and staff visited the camp 
of the Second Regiment at Faribault on 
Tuesday the 30th ult. At 5 the revieAV 
and dress parade took place, together 
Avith a most entertaining drill by the bat­
tery, AVIIO, after the drill, started on their 
homeAvard march. In regard to the en­
campment and the regiment, Col. Bobletter 
said- The encampment has been the most 
oiderly yet held. When the companie* 
came into camp nearly all of them show­
ed the effects of the many changes they 
had experienced since the last encamp­
ment. More has been accomplished during 
the week than AVRS done last year. The en 
campment has certainly had a tendency tc 
stimulate the men to harder offorts in the 
future. The rifle practice has been quits 
satisfactory, and a large number of men 
have qualified, and there haA'e been fair re 
-suits among the sharpshooters. 

A reunion of the graduates of the State in­
stitution of deaf mutes took place a t Fari­
bault. All the graduates express great sat­
isfaction, by signs., at the pleasant manner 
they have been entertained. 

By the failure of Cody Brothers, of ToAver, 
George Benz & Co. are in §600, Levy oi 
Duluth §200. J. H. Wenterfield of Duluth 
§200, Selbertstien&Bond, of Duluth, §300. 
and Mr. Solomon of St. Paul §1,000. 
The Duluth Tribune says the Codys have 
been preparing for this event for some time 

Mr. C. H, Colby of Benson was married 
to Miss Grace P. Wilson, daughter of John 
L. Wilson of St. Cloud, Rev. E. V. Camp­
bell performing the ceremony. 

James Dockerty 01 Kasson has been held 
to the grand jury, charged with assault with 
intent to commit rape on Elizabeth Gould. 

Dr. C. Weschcke Avas elected mayor of 
New TJlm. 

Mrs. Charles Eager, daughter of T. P. 
Bull of Brownsdale, Mower county, and liv­
ing one and one-half miles east of that place, 
cut her throat recently, dying ^within an 
hour. She has been considered partially in­
sane for some time. 

Considerable damage Avas done recently 
at Pipestone by hail. 

Northfield is enjoying a building "boom" 
tlii-. season such as it has never before ex­
perienced. A largo number of fine residen­
ces costing from §2,000 to S 1,000 each are 
being built. A fine two-stoiy school build-
costing §3,000 is being built on the West 
side, and a handsome stone and brick Y. 
M. C. A. building AYM soon be completed. 

A recent tornado filled the Mississippi 
Avith trees about forty miles aboA e Aitkin, 
obstructing navigation. 

Oliver Gibbs, Jr., late commissioner foi 
Minnesota to the woiId's fair at New Or­
leans, has been appointed special commis­
sioner for the American exhibition at Lon­
don, Avhich opens May 1, 1886. The com­
missioner general, John Gilmer Speed ol 
New York, Avill visit St. Paul and Minneapo­
lis in a few days in the interest of the exhi­
bition. Mr. Gibbs has received informa­
tion that the world's fair at New Orleans 
Avill reopen Nov. 1, under a new corpora­
tion, entitled "The American Northern, 
Central and Southern Exposition," and 
close April 1, 1886, in time ior a transfer 
of the exhibits to the London fair. 

The Minnesota Valley Baptist association 
met in Mankato. The following officers 
Avere elected to hold one year- Rev. Cyrus 
Thomas, moderator; Rev. H. B. Marshall, 
clerk; A. D. Cadw ell, treasurer. Encourag­
ing reports Avere received from the various 
churches comprising the association, and 
especially the missionary Avork. 

In a trial heat at Midway Johnson paces 
a mile in 2:11%, the fastest time ever made 
in Minnesota. 

The houses of E. E. Case and Rev. Mr. 
HeyAvard, Congregational minister a t Wa-
terville, Avere entered and Avatches and 
money stolen from both. The burglars en­
tered the sleeping rooms and removed the 
articles from the OAvners pockets Avithout 
Avaking them. 

Ed Donnelly quarrelled Avith his mistress, 
Maggie Donnelly, an inmate of a house ol 
ill-fame, at Brainerd, and beat her terribly. 
When found she Avas unconscious, and the 
physicians say she AVIII not recoA'er. 

The Nininger place on Summit avenue St* 
Paul is soldat Auctionfor§25,000toCroAV" 
ford LiAingston. 

Daily lacerations of horses and cattle by 
the barbed wire fencing are recorded in all 
parts of the state. 

There is a probability that the 'name of 
the toAvn of Detroit will be changed to "De­
troit Lake." 

Aitkins has purchased a fire engine f01 
§1,300. 

Commissioner McGill states that insur­
ance companies haA'e lost §750,000 in Min­
nesota over and above premiums received 
in the last two years. 

The work at the stat%e fair grounds, St. 
Paul, upon both buildings and grounds, is 
progressing Avith a rapidity almost marvel­
ous, and this progress is only to be ac­
counted for by the fact, not generally 
realized, that there are a sufficient number of 
men employed upon the various improve­
ments to constitute a small-sized army. 
Indeed, it is estiunited that under the dif­
ferent contractors there are at least one 
thousand mechanics and laborers a t Avork 
about the grounds, most ofAA-hom are liv­
ing thore, six or seven large temporary 
sheds constituting their bearding quarters. 
The contracts expire Aug. 20, seventeen 
days before the opening of the fair, and 
there is every prospect that oil the build­
ings will be completed by that timo. 

The Seventh Day Adventistshad a camp 
meeeting a t Mankato. There Avere over 120 
tents on the ground, of a tasty and sub­
stantial appearance. Three congregation 
tents were pitched,. Avith seating capacity ol 
about 2,500. The meetingand grounds were 
under the charge of Elder O. A. 01sen, Min­
neapolis, president of the conference, assist­
ed by competent committees. 4 , , w « .«~ 

THE RWlTH»flMls?* 

FromtheFrenchofaDeBini , ; •» 
A little white house seems asleep 

among the blossoming apple trees. ,- I t 
is early morning, and all is light and 
freshness. The door opens, a man ap­
pears at tbe threshold, a smile on his 
face and an expectant look in his eyes. 
There is a movement behind the trunk 
of an apple tree. The man's smile, 
grows broader, and from the tree, l i te 
a dryad, rushes a charming little flaxen-
haired girl, who throws herself with a 
burst of laughter into his arms. 

"May I take the little one, Celine?" 
said the father. 

At these words a lovely blonde made 
her appearance. 

"Again!"she said, with a shade of 
annoyance. 

"Oh! we share her very fairly," said 
the man, with the kindest and most pa­
ternal smile. "If you knew," he re­
sumed, "how quickly the hours pass 
when she is down there Avith me." 

"Don't you think 1 know when I find 
them so long in her absence?" 

I t was embarrassing. Aimee herself 
began to be troubled by this conver­
sation, and feeling that she could not 
please both these beings that she loved 
so much, she was ready to cry. Celine 
saw it at once aud yielded. 

"Take her, Laurence; I would rath­
er have her go than feol badly about 
it." 

The father at these words showed 
some feeling. 

"No," said he, in his turn, "keep her, 
you deserve it; you love her best." 

And the discussion began again, but 
it Avas this time a struggle of generosity. 
At last the husband took his darling in 
his arms, and a smile reappeared on the 
child's lips. 

Celine looked longingly after them, 
and re-entered the house. 

One morning, without saying any­
thing to Celine, Laurence took the little 
girl's hand to lead her away, when her 
mother suddenlv appeared. 

"What!" said she. "You would take 
her without telling me?" 

"Don't think that," said Laurence, 
in some confusion. "We were in fun 
—we were going to hide behind the 
trees and see you look for us." 

"Oh!" said Celine, doubtfully. 
"Listen, Laurence," she continued. 

"Aimee grows more restless and trouble­
some every day. I t it dangerous to let 
her go with you." 

"What do you mean?" said the man, 
turning pale. 

"I mean that I am afraid of your 
railroad, with its trains and locomo­
tives." 

"You are very foolish." 
"Leave her here. I can hardly 

breathe \vhile my little girl is down 
there. It is frightful to think of, but 
she might get away and be killed." 

"Don't talk so, Celina." 
"She might runaway while you are 

at the switch, and if you left it to look 
after her, you would fail in your duty, 
and might be the cause of a dreadful 
disaster." .» ^ ' |* 

"Oh Celine, Ibeg of you, don't!" cried 
Laurence, who shuddered at the idea. 

The young woman did not insist. 
The switchtender gradually recovered 
himself. 

"My poor Aimee!" he cried, embrac­
ing the child frantically. "It is too bad, 
Celine; it is a shame to frighten me 
so." 

Celine smiled, and the conversation 
ended as usual with these words from 
Laurence: 

"You will come for her at noon." 
Little by little their terrors faded 

away. Laurence reasoned with him­
self. 

"The child," he said, "is familiar with 
the passage of the trains, it is true, but 
she is old enough to comprehend the 
danger." And his apprehensions gra­
dually vanished. 

One evening, hpwever, when he went 
home he found he had been preceded 
by the rumor of an accident which had 
occurred at a neighboring station.,/-A 
brakeman had been crushed by an ex­
press train. Celina questioned her hus­
band while they were at supper. "Is it 
true that Simon is killed ?" she asked. 

"No;" replied Laurence; "he was in 
great danger, but he escaped, thanks 
to his wonderful coolness." 

"Then he is not dead?" said Celine. 
"No; and yet the whole train went 

over him. When Simon saw it was too 
late to save himself, he laid flat down 
in the middle of the track, and Avhen the 
train passed by he got up again safe 
and sound. I saw him, and I asked him 
how it made him feel. At first, he said, 
when the engine went over him, he was 
very warm, after that the time seemed 
long. That was all. You know Simon 
is not easily freightened. He is ready 
logo to work again," added Laurence, 
tranquilly. 

But Celine's anxieties were aroused 
afresh. 

Sometime after that the hours 
Df service were changed and Laurence 
took the night section. He could no 
longer think of taking Aimee with him. 

One evening, however, a poor woman 
in the village was taken very ill. The 
doctor who came wrote a prescription 
and said to the neighbors' he found 
there: "These medicines can only be 
had in the town, and you must not 
wait for them. Let one of you go to the 
railway station, where there is a porta­
ble pharmacy, and ask the stationmaster 
on my account for a little laudanum. 
That will quiet the pain till you can 
have the prescriptions. Which of vou 
will go?" • " 

""Celine! Celine!" said several 
voices. I t was certain that the station-
master would not hesitate to give her 
the medicine. 

The young woman thought at first of 
baring Aimee, but, as she had been 
particularly restless all day, Celine 
concluded to take her. They had to 
pass Laurence's post to go to the sta­
tion. He saw them coming, and as 
soon as they were within hearing, be­
gan to question them. Hf \pf 

"Old Gertrude h very ill, and I ' am 
going to the station for medicine." 

"T h£ s ri«M*Jut le* •» have 

Aimee; I will keep her till, you come 
back." 
,3Celine lifted the little girl over the 
fence toVher lather, who took the 
precious bnrden in his arms and re­
turned with her to his box, before 
which a" lamp was burning. All 
around darkness covered the tracks, 
which cross ad each other in every di­
rection. 

I t would not take Celine more than 
twenty*minutes to get to the station and 
back. The child was in one of her 
most frolicsome moods, she ran sud­
denly into the garden; Laurence ran. 
laughing after her. 

"Yon can't catch me," said she. 
"Yes I can." 
But the little witch evaded Laurence's 

pursuit, leaving laughter behind her. 
"Here, here!" she said, and rushed to 
the track and began to cross it. 

"Don't go there, darling," said her 
father. I t was very dark—the switch-
tender could hardly see his daughter. 

"You can't catch me," repeated the 
child. 

"Come, come here," said her father. 
Look for me." answered the child. 

"Aimee, Aimee, don't play any more. 
I shall be angry. Come here." 

"O! you say that because you can't 
catch me." 

"Comeback, I will give you a cake." 
"That isn't true; you haven't one. 

You want to make me come back." 
"Oh! I shan't let you catch me. The 

train has gone by." 
"There is another." 
Instead of replying, the child said: 
"Run after me, papa;run." 
Laurence saw there was nothing to 

be done but to run after her and take 
her out of danger. He ru3hed toward 
the place where he heard her voice. It 
Avas dark, and Aimee escaped him still. 
His alarm increased. At any instant 
the^ whistle of the oncoming train might 
be heard, and Laurence redoubled his 
api^eals. His voice was hoarse with 
fright. The fatal moment approached, 
and still the child laughed and repeat­
ed, "You can't catch me." Now the 
whisile sounded. The lugubrious call 
paralyzed the poor man, and he lost hi3 
head completely. The train would 
have t\vo victims if he did not regain 
his composure. Two victims! I t would 
be a catastrophe with incalculable con­
sequences; for a train was stopping at 
the station a little way ahead, and if 
the express was not switched off there 
must inevitably be a collision. Laur­
ence shook off his torpor. • 

"Aniiee!" he cried, in thundering 
tones. 

"Here, papa." And the child con­
tinued to give sharp little calls, which 
mingled with the roar of the approach­
ing engine. The instinct of duty rath­
er than will, urged Lawrence toward 
the switch. He seized the instrument 
which ought to turn the train. "No," 
he cried, " I must save her. Aimee! 
Aimee! where are you?" and his eves 
sought to pierce the darkness. The 
switch tender, with hair on end, thought 
of throwing himself before the iron 
monster. But no chance remained, 
that Aimee was not on the track 
over which the train must pass. 
He looked again, and this time 
he saw her—he saw her. She 
Avas there, standing on the very 
track the train must take if he altered 
the switch. If the iron tempest did 
not take its true course the child was 
saved. The train would go on to crash 
against the one at the station. What 
matter! Aimee would be alive! All 
this went through his mind like light­
ning. There would be the killed and 
wounded—twenty families in despair, 
but Aimee would bo safe and sound. 
There would be an inquest; he 
would be condemned to prison, dis­
honored, ruined! But his daughter, 
his Aimee, would live and be happy. 
Ah! how quickly one can think in such 
terrible moments! 

The train came thundering on, but it 
could not be seen on account of a sharp 
curve in the road. There was still 
time to save Aimee, but the child would 
not stir. I t seemed to her father that 
she waited for the train with an air of 
defiance. 

"Aimee," he repeated in a voice 
strangled with fear—"Aimee come here; 
you will kill me!" 

Suddenly the advancing lights of the 
engine appeared. The train wa3 upon 
him; it was here." 4The man felt his 
whole being shaken. He was bewildered 
—could see nothing; thought did not 
stopj, however, but traveled faster than 
the train. He recalled in a second his 
honorable soldier's life, when he iiad 
sacrificed everything to duty. He saw 
in the station the frightful "accident he 
would have caused, and heard the cries 
of the wounded, the last gasps of the 
dying-. Tbe problem Avas before him— 
his daughter or others ? There was no 
alternative without A miracle. With 
astonishing promptitude the sentiment 
of duty became most powerful, and he 
seized mechanically the handle of the 
iron bar. The stoical soldier at this 
moment was uppermost, and effaced 
the father. He pushed, hardly know 
ing what he did, and the express train 
crossed the switch. 

On, on it went, and he could see it 
passing before the station, going by as 
if it were happy to escape a danger" and 
disappearing in the darkness. Duty 
had been strongest. Stupefied, stag­
gered, speechless, Laurence was rooted 
to the spot, holding still the cursed 
handle which had helped him to kill 
his child. 

"Now," he said, "it is my turn to die." 
The other train was about to pass. 

He stepped forward, crossed his arms 
and awaited it. The whiatle sounded, 
the heavy engine puffed. 

Bewildered, thinking of nothing, 
there he stood. 

But that instant a burst of laughter 
sounded behind him. He turned, wild 
with hope. 

"Oh, naughty papa!—he won't play 
with Aimee," said the most beloved of 
voices. \\ 

The child was clinging to him. 
Laurence did not seek to know how the 
child came there alive. He seized her, 
and flew with his treasure into his lit­
tle cabin. Then he put her on the 
ground before the lamp and looked at 
her. He could not bear so much joy, 
and fell fainting beside his daughter, 
who, in her turn, screamed with terror. 

At this moment Celine arrived. She 

'What is the matter?** ' t ^^^J f t ^ i* 
"Papa has fallen down." V ^ 4 ^ ^ * ! 
Celine rushed toward the sentry-bos ! 

and found her husband completely in-
sensible, stretched on the ground. * She i 
sent' for help, and the doctor, who had 
not left the village, came and restored 
the poor man to consciousness. The 
next day when Laurence rose his wife 
locked at him with terror. Instead oi 
his former bright color he exhibited a 
corpse-like pallor, which never left him 
to the end of his days. Laurence was 
forced to tell his wife all. When he 
had finished the poor father turned tc 
Aimee and said: 

"But, darling, whv weren't vou kill­
ed?" 

"Why," said the child. " I did what 
Simon did."—Chicago Inter-Ocean. 

heard Aimee's voice and hastened her ; 
steps; Then becoming impatient, 'she ' " 
called, "Aimee!" The child ran tc ; Virginia 

A CITY M0YOG. 

meet her, erying, 
am frightened!" 

Mamma, nianuia> 1 
moving 

C H I N E S E EXECUTIONS. 

Bow the Insurgents Met Their Fate at the 
Edare of the Sword. 

A correspondent of the Brooklyn 
Eagle writes: During the campaign 
against the Taepings from Shanghai, s 
large number of the insurgents were 
captured and a batch were turned over 
to the government officials. This, of 
course, meant execution, and I went 
with a score of other young fellows, in­
experienced like niysalf. to witness th« 
performance. It was the strangest and 
most revolting sight I ever beheld. 

The day was bright and beautiful, and 
a gentle breeze shook out the folds of 
the' flags and banners, borne by the 
almond-eyed troops drawn up on all 
side3 ot a small, level square or parade 
ground. Two hundred rebels were to 
be dispatched, but from their manner 
and freedom I should not ha\-e known 
the intended victims had they not been 
distinguished by their clothing. When 
the hour arrived the prisoners got into 
line, and one after the other awaited 
their turn. I say they got into line—I 
mean each man stepped in anywhere, 
apparently not caring which was the 
beginning or which the ending. They 
chatted to one another, and laughed as 

.if nothing in the world concerned them, 
aud reminded me of a line of pleasure-
seekers in the lobby of a theater await­
ing their turn to get their tickets at the 
box-office. Some of them had nuts 
and sweet-meats, which they ate with 
seeming relish, though quietlv. There 
was nothing false about their actions, 
no vaunting bravery nor look of pride. 
Their manners were wholly uncon­
strained and r atural,and looking at them 
I wondered if our fear of death Avas not 
altogether artificial, and whether, natu­
rally, lying down to die Ava3 any more 
repulsive to human instincts than lying 
down to sleep. The more I think of 
it the more the dread of death seems 
like the bugaboo of nursery lore, made 
to play upon the imagination of un­
reasoning beings, but not to be toler­
ated by full grown-men. 

The warning note sounded. The first 
man stepped out and dropped on his 
knees. His hands were caught by an 
attendant and held behiild his back. 
Another drew the victim's cue out oppo­
site to his hands, thus bringing his neck 
in a horizontal position. Like a flash 
the executioner brcught doAvn a long 
glittering blade, and one stroke severed 
the heac] completely from the body. 
The next prisoner stepped out promptly 
and underwent the same operation. As 
fast as one fell another was ready. 
There was no hesitation nor urging. 
The men presented themselves as if they 
expected some benefit, with no sign of 
emotion, save perhaps of some who were 
engaged in quiet humor. Two of the 
fellows were evidently enjoying a joke. 
The story-teller would frequently glance 
askance at the executioner and talk fast­
er, probably fearing that demand Avould 
be made upon him before the tale had 
been finished. He sang away in a high­
er key every time he looked around and 
saw his time getting shorter. At length, 
when he discovered his turn had come, 
he motioned to the executioner to delay 
for a moment and gabbed away harder 
than ever. When he finished his story 
he and his listener burst into a roar of 
laughter. Then he hurried up to the 
bloody spot and had his head whisked 
off, and his friend, still chuckling ovei 
the joke, a moment later did likewise 

W h y an A m a t e u r "Borneo and Jul* 
i e t " Performance W a s Cut Shor t . 

The Iona Literary Club, of Union 
Hill, N. J., performed "Eomeo and 
Juliet" recently at Buth Hall. 
The auditorium was filled with spec 
tators, who liberally applauded the ef­
forts of Miss Kose Schmidt as the love­
sick heroine. Mr. James Houser, Avhc 
besides playing the part of Borneo, act­
ed as stage manager, secured a boy tc 
hold a lamp in the flies to represent the 
moon. The boy perched upon a step-
ladder did not manage the inconstant 
moon well. He allowed it to swing 
and in an unfortunate moment the 
glass chimney dashed against a post and 
was splintered into a thousand pieces. 

The absence of the chimney caused 
the moon to smoke vigorously and the 
scene was spoiled. The prompter call­
ed to the moon-keeper to hold the moon 
steady. I t was too late. Just as Juliet 
stepped out upon the balcony to em­
brace Borneo as he climbed up" the rope 
ladder the lamp swung against one of 
the flies and set fire to it. In an instani 
a tongue of flame shot out and Juliet 
fainted. Somebody cried "Fire!" and 
the spectators rose to their feet. Borneo-
jumped into the orchestra and left 
Juliet to make her way out as best she 
could. A rush was made for the door 
and all of the spectators got upon the 
sidewalk safely. The fire was ex­
tinguished in a few minutes. Some ol 
the spectators returned, but Juliet 
could not be revived sufficiently to con­
tinue the performance.—N. Y." World. 

City, K«v, Slowly 
Down Bi l l . 

Virginia Chronicle. / * -* 
From recent surveys it has been as­

certained that the entire City of Vir­
ginia has moved over thirty inches to 
the east since the big fire in 1875. The 
Maynard block, in Gold HilL is known 
to be gradually sliding down in the di­
rection of Gold Canyon. This move­
ment is so gradual that it does not af­
fect in any manner the safetv of the 
building, as the ground to a "depth of 
nearly 100 feet to the bedrock is known 
to be cont;nually sliding. It is a well 
known fact among practical miners 
that the ground upon which Virginia 
CItv is built is what is termed a t ide , 
aud that It is necessary to sink nearly 
100 feet, before finding the natural 
bedrock. These slides are caused by 
the constant crumbling of the rocks 
on the mountain sides. The debris 
thus accumulated through incalcula­
ble ages is constantly giavitatiug* 
downward-, and in a "few hundred 
thousands of years what is now known 
as the s:te of Virginia City will be 
nothing but barren bedrock, worn as 
smooth by the action of the elements' 
as the southern slope of Sugarloaf 
Mountain, and were it possible for 
structures built by human hands to 
withstand the decay of time, the entire 
city it-elf would then have been forced-
out 011 the Hat betAveen the mouth 
oi Six-mile Canyon and theCar-on 
River. 

An excavation made at the base of 
Sugarloaf Mountain several > ears as;o 
showed thai the f oat-rocT: "that h a l 
been drifting down the mountain for 
age- had accumulated in its course to 
the depth of thirty feet. An idea mav 
be formed of the tremendous a^e of 
this mountain from the fact that a 
resident who ha* lived near its south­
ern base for twenty vears has never 
observed the smallest particles of float-
rock drift'ng down it* sides, Avhile on 
the north, what wa« once a ravine has 
been tilled up by crumbling earth and 
roek«> from the surrounding hills, until 
now it is within a few feet of the Mini-
mit, and forms quite a respectable hill 
itself. 

In 1878, in the flat lying betAveen the 
mouth of the Six-mile" Canyon and the 
Carbon ri\ er, a shaft AA as sent clown 
to a depth of l lo feet by a party of 
Placer miners in search of bedrock. 
At that depth a large body of water 
was encountered, and as their mean 4 
\vere exhausted,, they were forced to 
abandon the undertaking. The wastes, 
hoisted in sinking this shaft cons's^ed 
of decomposed quartz of the same 
character as that found on the Corn-
stock, mixed with the shale that had 
drifted from the trachyte formation in 
the canyon. 

Float-rock from the Chollar crop-
pings has been found at a distance of 
fifteen miles east of the city, and is 
supposed to have been throAvn there by 
volcanic action. 

The-wagespaidin Adelaide, Austra­
lia, aggregate $20,000 a week less than 
they did one year ago at this time. 
There are 1,500 rentable houses in the 
city, and the amount of the poor fund 
has had to be raised from $100,000 to 
$150,000* ; 
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Grasshopper Yarns. 
fan Francisco Alta Califor ila. 

Since the invasion of Northern Cali­
fornia by the grasshoppers, there has 
been a marked revival in the litera­
ture appertaining to that interesting 
insect. 

'•I remember in ' 71 . " said a mem­
ber of the Grain Exchange yesterday, 
"I wa-> coming across the plains. Well, 
I was seated in a car reading a news­
paper about noon, Avhen suddenly it 
grew quite dark, and I thought sure a 
terrible storm was upon us. It Avas a 
cloud of grasshoppers; so thick that 
when they settled on the car track they 
stopped the train. There was good 
feed Avhere Ave were just then, and it 
brought the'hoppers to a halt. We 
were blocked for tAventy-four hours, 
until a snow plow was telegraphed for, 
and Avhen it cut the way for us, it left a 
bank of 'hoj>pers on each side higher 
than the smokestack of the locomo­
tive." 

"That was pretty bad," said anoth­
er broker, "but 1 have seen worse. 
We were camped one summer in Kan­
sas, making a survey for a neAv town. 
The 'hoppers struck us at night, and 
in the morning we thought the end of 
the world had come. They were piled, 
sir, twenty feet deep ov'er our encamp­
ment, and we were nine hours tunnel­
ing out of them. If Ave did not hap­
pen to have a few giant powder car­
tridges to blast out airholes we should 
have been suffocated before we could 
have struck a shovel into the mass." 

"Didn't you hive any of 'em?" in­
quired a Avarchouseman, who had seen 
a good deal of Avestern life. 

"What do you mean?" a-sked the 
broker. 

"Just this: I was caught in the same 
fix you haA'e told about, once, in Kan­
sas. I was in charge of a mule team, 
hauling supplies to a railroad camp. 
Among other things we had several 
thousand yards of canvas- for tents for 
the men. As soon as the grasshoppers 
struck us I put my gang to work, and 
in a short time we had a canvas sack 
made, balloon fashion, only bigger 
than any balloon you ever saw. AV ell, 
sir, Ave filled it chock full of hoppe r s -
live hoppers—and hitched it onto the 
wagon, and when the swarm started to 
go our caged hoppers went with 
themu" 

"And took off your balloon?" 
"No, slree; they hauled our wagon 

for over seventy-eight miles, when 
they broke down and we bagged a new 
lot. It beat mule power HilT hollow. 
Their it has occurred to me—" But his. 
audience had gone, and the western 
man, growling, " I suppose these 
darned fools think I'm green," walked 
off to find a more credulous and atten­
tive auditory. 

A woman's exchange,an excellent in­
stitution already exi-tmg in New Or­
leans and Cinc.nnati, has been estab­
lished in Philadelphia. A fee of ^5 
will entitle the subscr.ber to a mem­
bership, with a privilege of voting and 
receiving consigners' tickets. The-e 
tickets may be given to women Avho 
have articles to sell, and will ent'.tla 
the worn.>n to present their articles to 
the exchange, when; they will be 
passed upon and receiA'ed if they are of 
good quality. Nothing that a woman 
makes will be exeltub-d. A 3l;ght per­
centage w.ll be charged to co*'er the 
oxpenses of th i exchange; but with 
th s dedaction the owner of th-; art.cla 
sold will receive the price it brin£s.|^. -
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