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A t t o r n e y G e n e r a l C l a p p H o l d s t h e 
M e r r i l l T e x t B o o k L a w V a l i d . 

F o l l o w i n g is t h e response of A t to rney 
-General C lapp to a ques t ion by State Super­
i n t e n d e n t K i e h l e as t o w h a t course h i s de­
p a r t m e n t s h o u l d a d o p t w i t h reference to 
ca r ry ing o u t t h e provis ions of t h e school 
t ex t -book l aw: 

Dear Sir: Y o u inqu i r e w h a t course y o u r 
-depar tment s h o u l d a d o p t w i t h reference to 
c a r r y i n g o u t t h e provis ions of t h e school 
t e x t b o o k law, c o m m o n l y k n o w n as t h e 
Mer r i l l t e x t b o o k l a w . A full considera­
t i o n of y o u r i n q u i r v involves two quest ions: 
F i rs t , I s t h e r e a va l id contrac t exis t ing be­
t w e e n t h e State of Minneso ta a n d Mr. Mer­
ri l l? Second, W h a t is t h e legal m e t h o d b y 
w h i c h the cont rac t sha l l be carr ied ou t a n d 
t h e distr icts subject t o t h e l a w suppl ied 
w i t h books? As t h e la t t e r quest ion has 
been fully answered in a p r io r c o m m u n i c a ­
t i on , I s>hall address myse l f t o t h e consider­
a t i o n of t h e first quest ion, m a k i n g reference 
to t h e second on ly so far as m a y be neces­
sa ry in exp l ana t i on of s o m e discussion t h a t 
h a s arisen re la t ive to t h e va l id i ty of t h e 
cont rac t . I n IS77 t h e legis la ture passed an 
ac t k n o w n as chap te r 75 of t h e General 
Laws of 1877; th i s act a u t h o r i z e d a n d d i ­
rected cer ta in officers of t h e state to enter 
i n to a cont rac t w i t h Mr. Merr i l l . B y chap­
te r two (2), Genera l Laws of 1878,"it was 
p r o v i d e d t h a t t h e ques t ion of t h e cont inu­
ance of t h e act of 1877 s h o u l d be submi t t ed 
t o t h e legal voters of t h e s ta te at t h e general 
election to be he ld in 1880. T h e provis ion 
referred to was m these t e rms . 

' "And if, at such election, a major i ty of 
t h e electors present a n d vo t ing at such elec­
t i o n shall vote aca ins t t h e further con t inu-
t ance in force of t h e sa id acts in t h e m a n n e r 
i n th i s sect ion provided , t hen , a n d in t h a t 
case, t h e sa id act sha l l cease to be of fur ther 
force and efiect from a n d after t h e declara­
t i o n of t h e resu l t of such vote . ' ' 

T h e va l id i ty of t h e cont rac t wi th Mr. Mer­
r i l l depends u p o n th i s provis ion, a n d t h e 
vo te t aken p u r s u a n t the re to . I t appears by 
t h e canvass m a d e b y t h e canvassing board , 
t h a t at the genera l e lect ion in 1880 the re 
were cast agains t c o n t i n u i n g t h e law forty-
five t h o u s a n d four h u n d r e d a n d sixty-five 
(45,465) votes, a n d the re were cast in favor of 
c o n t i n u i n g t h e l aw forty-four t h o u s a n d 
seven h u n d r e d a n d th i r t y -n ine (44.739) 
votes, a n d t h e r e were cast in t h e districts 
ent i t led to vote u p o n t h e quest ion one h u n ­
dred and twen tv t h o u s a n d s ix h u n d r e d a n d 
th i r t y (120,630) Votes. I t appears , therefore, 
t h a t wh i l e m o r e votes were cast against t h e 
law t h a n in favor of it, yet a major i ty of a l l 
t h e votes cast a t such election were no t cast 
agains t t he law, 0- i n o the r words, a major­
i ty of t h e voters present a n d vo t ing a t such 
elect ion d id no t vote against con t inu ing t h e 
act in force. I do n o t k n o w t h a t t h e con­
t rac t ha s ever been assailed u p o n a n y o ther 
g round , a n d i t o n l y becomes necessary to 
consider t h e effect of t h e l anguage em­
ployed i n the act of 1878, submi t t i ng t h e 
m a t t e r to a vote, a n d t h e l anguage em­
p l o y e d is very p l a in : 

" A n d if, at such election, a ma jo r i ty of 
t h e electors present a n d vot ing a t such elec­
t ion sha l l vote against t h e con t inuance of 
t h e ac t , " in o the r words, t h e act was to re­
m a i n in force unless a ma jo r i ty of those 
present a n d vot ing voted against it . W h e r e 
subjects a re submi t t ed to a p o p u l a r vote 
t h e y a r e u sua l l y submi t t ed u n d e r a l aw 
w h i c h provides for t h e de t e rmina t ion bv a 
ma jo r i ty of those vo t ing u p o n such par ­
t i cu l a r subject; in fact t h e law of 1878 p ro ­
v ided for a n o t h e r submiss ion to a p o p u l a r 
vo t e to be de t e rmined by a two- th i rds ma­
jo r i t y of those vo t ing u p o n such par t i cu la r 
ques t ion , bu t t h e provis ion u n d e r considera­
t ion is ent i re ly different; here t h e act was 
to con t inue i n force unless a major i ty , n o t 
of those vo t ing u p o n t h e quest ion, bu t those 
v o t i n g at t h e election, s h o u l d vote against 
it, a n d n o o the r m e a n i n g can be given to 
t h e l anguage emp loved . Tay lo r vs . Taylor , 
10th Minn . 107, a n d D a y t o n vs. St. Pau l , 22d 
M i n n . 400. I t follows, therefore, t h a t inas­
m u c h as a ma jo r i ty of the votes cast a t t h e 
genera l e lect ion in 1880 were no t cast against 
c o n t i n u i n g t h e act of 1S77 in force, t h e lat­
te r act r e m a i n s in full force,and t h e contract 
be tween t h e s ta te a n d Mr. Merri l l is a va l id 
a n d subsis t ing contract , and s h o u l d be so 
recognized by y o u r depa r tmen t , a n d b v t h e 
va r ious officers w h o are charged w i t h t h e 
d u t y of ca r ry ing i t in to effect. 

W h i l e t he re is no escape from this con­
c lus ion , i t m i g h t be p r o p e r to add t h a t t h e 
s ta te b o a r d of canvassers, consis t ing of two 
just ices of t h e s u p r e m e cour t a n d two dis­
t r ic t judges , cons idered this to be t h e effect 
of t h e law, as p l a i n l y appears b y t h e form 
of t h e i r r e tu rns of t h e vote, a n d such has 
been t h e cons t ruc t ion placed u p o n i t by 
t h e legislature, a n d also by this office b y 
m y predecessor. I have gone in to th i s ma t ­
ter to some leng th for t h e reason t h a t a 
recent c o m m u n i c a t i o n from th is office has 
been cons t rued against t h e va l id i ty of t h e 
contract , a n d pe rhaps t h e l anguage of the 
letter, w h i c h was has t i ly wri t ten, war ran t s 
such cons t ruc t ion , bu t the let ter referred to 
was based u p o n a decision of t h e distr ict 
cour t of H e n n e p i n coun ty . 

I t appears t h a t in lS83,"the legis lature at­
t e m p t e d to a m e n d t h e l aw re la t ing to t h e 
d i s t r ibu t ion of books, bu t t h e b i l l as finally 
s igned d id no t con ta in an enac t ing clause. 
I n 1^85 t h e legis la ture a t t empted to s u p p l y 
t h e defect by an a t t empted a m e n d m e n t to 
t h e act ot IbSS, a n d in an act ion b rough t i n 
H e n n e p i n coun ty it was he ld t h a t t h e l aw 
of 1S83 was void, this being t h e decision re­
ferred to in t h e letter jus t men t ioned . A n 
e x a m i n a t i o n of t h e records shows t h a t th i s 
decis ion on ly involved the va l id i ty of t h e 
l aw of 1^33, re la t ing to t h e m e t h o d of t h e 
d i s t r ibu t ion of books, a n d in no m a n n e r in-
v o h ed or affected t h e va l id i ty of t h e act of 
1877. Xot o n l y does th is appea r from the 
records, bu t it also appears b y a s t a t ement 
m a d e by t h e j u d g e w h o t r i ed t h e case, from 
w h i c h s t a t emen t i t further appears t h a t 
w h i l e t h e ques t ion was no t involved in a n y 
m a n n e r , t h a t in t h e op in ion of t h e judge 
t h e act of 1S77 was n o t defeated by t h e vote 
ot 1880. As above stated, t h e objection to 
t h e va l id i ty of t h e contract be ing based 
u p o n t h e vote of 18S0, a n d n o o the r objec­
t ion be ing m a d e , t h e objection is un t enab le 
a n d t h e cont rac t r e m a i n s i n force, b ind ing 
a l ike u p o n y o u r d e p a r t m e n t a n d o the r offi-' 
cers. I am, very t r u l y y o u r s , 

MOSES E . C L A P P , A t t o r n e y General . 
St. Pau l , Minn., Dec. 2 8 . 1 S S 9 . 

S e c r e t s o f t h e C r o n f r t J u r y . 

The first au then t i c s^ory of how J u r o r Cul­
ver acted dur ing t h e t ime the j u r y was bal­
lo t ing on t h e fate of theCronin murderers was 
to ld t h e P I O N E E R P R E S S correspondent a t 
Chicago. The de ta i l s were furnished by Ju -
ro r Mar lor by special permission ofS ta te ' s -
At to ruey Longnecker, and the recital m a y 
result d isas t rous ly t o t h e p i o u s E v a n s t o n i a n . 
When the ba l lo t was t aken on guil t o r inno­
cence or pr isoners eleven men p rompt ly v o t ­
ed t h a t Burke, Coughlin and OSul l ivan 
were gui l ty . J u r o r Culver alone bal­
loted " n o t gu i l ty . " The resul t created con­
s t e rna t ion in t h e room, b a t Culver was un­
dis turbed. F o r e m a n Clarke paced t h e floor 
in passion. Culver had long been suspected 
by his companions , t o whom he h a d made 
s t a r t l i n g admissions. Another ba l lo t was 
taken as t o whether Cronin was killed in the 
Carlson co t t age . Eleven ju ro r s vo ted 
i t h a d been stained by t h e doc tor ' s blood, 
b u t Culver declared t h e s t a t e h a d 
n o t associated the c o t t a g e with t h e 
t r agedy . A torculent scene followed. 
Eleven men s tood before Culver and demand­
ed an explanat ion , b u t t h e s t r ange j u r o r in­
tensified the bi t terness by remaining si lent . 
Culver pleaded weariness' and requested » 
cot. His eolleaarues s tormed and refused t o 
go t o bed. Final ly Culver stretched himself 
upon a plank a n d began t o p r a y loudly. 
Dur 'ng his supplicat ion he was the 
t a r g e t for a volly of in ter rogator ies , 
bu t paid no a t t en t ion . S a t u r d a y 
morn ing t h e obedient j u r o r opened t h e s t o r m 
afresh by defending Mart in Burke, t he fugi­
tive assassin, who, he said, had n o t been 
identified a s F r a n k Williams. The eleven 
others conld s t a n d th i s no longer. They 
gathered in a corner and wrote a series of 
quest ions on slips of paper. Culver made no 
reply. He perspired profusely and t rembled 
violently. F o r e m a n Clarke iollowed Culver 
u p and down unt i l the la t ter , becomingpanic-
stricked, opened t h e door and called Bailiff 
San t a . The d o o r was slammed shu t and, 
with a pallid face, Culver fell on his knees a n d 
began p ray ing again . His companions 
banged on the t ab le and raised such u p r o a r 
t h a t Culver resumed his march a round the 
room. The eleven men followed him with 
imprecat ions. Final ly Culver grew so weak 
t h a t he called three ju ro r s in to one corner 
and agreed t o vo te Coughlin. Burke and O'Sul-
l ivan guil ty, providing Kunze and Beggs were 
released. The proposi t ion was registered. 
Then Culver fell down and was soon asleep. 
When morn ing came a bal lot was taken . I t 
resulted a s follows: 

THE BALLOT. 

Not. 
Guilty. Guilty. Names. 

Beggs 7 5 
Couirhlin 12 
O'Sullivan 12 
Burke 12 
Kunze 8 4 

When Culver heard thp result he flew in to 
a p a s s i o n . He charged his colleagues with 
viola t ing their agreement of the previous 
night . The eighth ba l lo t released 
Beggs. Kun7e was found jruilty of m a n ­
slaughter on the t e n t h bal lot . Then came 
the fixing of the punishment for Burke, 
O'Sullivan and Coughlin. Eleven ju ro r s 
voted t o h a n g Burke, bu t Culver held ou t . 
the pious Evans tou ian had a suppor te r in 
0 Sullivan's case, bu t he was aga in alone 
when Coughlin's name was called. When the 
weary men lay down t o sleep t h a t n igh t 
Culver, after his usual supplication, i n t ima t ­
ed t h a t fourteen years a long enough 
sentence for anybody . Then he fell 
asleep. When morn ing came Culver 
consented t o send Burke. O'Sullivan and 
Coughlin t o the peni tent iary for twenty-
five years . The n e s t bal lo t resulted l l t o 1. 
After the th i r t i e th ba l lo t Culver threatened 
to withdraw his vote of guil ty unless the 
others ceased vo t ing for capi ta l punishment. 
Ju ro r s Walker and Pierson wete growing ill. 
The s i tua t ion was desperate. Final ly on the 
thirty-second bal lo t the twelve voted a bal­
lot on the verdict which is a l ready known. 
While t h e verdict was being wri t ten Culver 
said he believed the men t o be innocent, a n d 
t h a t he only yielded t o the major i ty because 
he believed them t o be conscientious men. 

H o r r i b l e M a s s a c r e o f N e g r o e s . 
The Chicago Times ha s t h e following ac­

count from Columbia, S. C , of the lynching 
of eight negroes a t Barnwell, SouthCarol ina : 
Three hundred armed men, with faces 
masked, sur rounded t h e jail jus t a t the 
darkes t h o u r be "ore dawn, while the inmates 
are sleeping heavily. They move with cau­
tion and as an organized body. The jailer 
is quietly seized and quickly overpowered, 
his keys t aken from him, the heavy 
doors unlocked and be ore the eight negroes 
Bleeping within a re awakened from 
their sleep their cells a re filled with etrangre 
figures. They a i e seized and carried o u t in­
to the n ight . Their cries for mercy, p rayers 
and eun.es are alike unheeded by their silent 
executioners, The body of men is p u t in 
morion and proceeds a qua r t e r of a mile and 
ha l t s in the ou t sk i r t s of the town. The eight 
unfo r tuna te wretches are secured, several 
hundred sho t s a re fired and eight bodies lie 
on the ear th , with blood running from a hun­
dred wounds, h t te ra l ly sho t t o pieces. Such 
was the scene of the terrible t r a g e d y enacted 
m the town of Barnwell. The m o s t t e rnb le 
re t r ibut ion for a n o t ex t r ao rd ina ry offense, 

1 as the crimes records will prove. F o u r yea r s 
I ago fiv e men werelynened m Yorkville for the 
I b ru ta l murder ot a lit t le boy who caugh t 
! them steal ing. Bu t they belonged t o an or­
ganized gang , whose members were sworn t o 
kill whoever caugh t them steal ing, and they 
were believed t o have commit ted several 
murders previously. Their conviction was 
uncer ta in and the people t o o k the law m 
their own hands . But the wholesale lynching 
a t Barnnell is wi thout parellel in the records 
of crimes, and there was less jrrounds for t h e 
act t han probably any lynching before. I t 
is doubtful if the coun t ry can show a like 
record. 

A m e r i c a . 
Amer i ca : A m e r i c a is t h e l a n d of free­

d o m for eve rybody b u t t h e Amer i cans . I t 
is l ikewise t h e h o m e of t h e brave, par t icu­
l a r l y for t h e brave I r i s h m e n w h o c o m e here 
for t h e w o r t h y purpose of d v i n g for the i r 
na t ive l and , wh ich desi rable proceeding 
t h e y m i g h t accompl i sh m u c h bet ter a t 
h o m e . A m e r i c a is no ted for its free ins t i ­
t u t i o n s , chief a m o n g which a re free m a n ­
ners , free t hea t e r t ickets a n d free l u n c h . 
Fore igne r s find A m e r i c a a ve ry convenient 
c o u n t r y to h a v e a r o u n d , for" w h e n the i r 
several gove rnmen t s get t i red of suppor t ing 
t h e m they can come he re a n d be a lde rmen 
a n d po l i cemen . A m e r i c a is also very con­
ven ien t for b a n k cashiers, as i t is so n e a r 
Canada . I t was to accommoda te these gen­
t l e m e n t h a t A m e r i c a was b u i l t whe re i t 
n o w s tands . A m e r i c a is a ve ry desirable 
n e i g h b o r h o o d for Germans, I r i shmen , Poles 
H u n g a r i a n s a n d Scandinavians . Most 
A m e r i c a n s , however , prefer t o l ive abroad, 

A P n z z l e r . 
M e r c h a n t Traveler : F a r m e r Begosh h a d 

been s t a n d i n g o n t h e corner s tudy ing t h e 
le t te r b o x s o m e minu t e s . F i n a l l y h e re ­
m a r k e d to t h e p o l i c e m a n w h o was passing: 

"Grea t i nven t i on . " 
" Y e s . " 
" B u t I can ' t m a k e i t o u t . " 
" I t ' s very s i m p l e . " 
" I suppose so; b u t h o w m u c h m u s t y o u 

4 r o p i n t o t h e slot, a n d w h a t is t h e b l a m e d 
t h i n g supposed to d o ? " 

1 — 11 — 1 

A n U n f a i l i n g S u p p l y . 
Ter re H a u t e Express : W i c k a r s — T h o m p -

M n s is go ing t o m a k e a lo t of m o n e y t h i s 
year , h e tel ls m e . I wonder w e r e h e g o t 
Ms capital? 

"Vickars—Oh, h e has been m a k i n g a draft 
•on his imag ina t i on , I guess . 

The Menominee Trans i t company , cap i t a l 
$2,000,000, was organized In Cleveland. 
Ohio, t o build six steel s teamers next yea r 
and more la ter with which t o t r a n s p o r t ore 
from the E s c a n a b a region t o Lake E n e po r t s . 

A terrible accident occurred on the Chesa­
peake & Ohio r o a d a t Whi te Sulphur Springs 
Va. The t r a i n was behind t ime and runn ing 
forty t o fifty miles per hour . The conductor 
says i t was only runn ing thirty-five miles, 
bu t o thers s ay for ty o r fifty. The wreck oc­
curred on t h e fill over J a r y ' s run, which is 
190 *eet high, and said t o be t h e highest fill 
in the United S ta tes . All of t h e killed were 
in the smoking car, which was telescoped by 
ano the r ear . Every person in the car was 
killed except the conductor , who h a d his leg 
broken and seriously injured. Eleven persons 
killed. 

F r a n k Brack, a y o u n g m a n who keeps a 
barber shop in Brooklyn, sho t and in s t an t ly 
killed his mother , J o h a n n a , aged s ixty-two 
years , and then sho t himself inflicting a 
m o r t a l wound. Brack and his m o t h e r lived 
on t h e first floor of t h e building where he 
ran t h e shop. The m o t h e r had been ill for 
some t ime and tc ld her son t h a t she be­
lieved she was dying. He went out , b o u g h t 
a pistol and re turning, p u t t h e pistol t o his 
mothe r ' s head, blowing o u t her b ra ins . H e 

then s h o t himself in t h e r igh t temple. No 
cause is assigned lor t h e murderous deed. 
Bruck had a reputa t ion of being an industr i ­
ous y o u n g m a n a n d suppor ted t h e old lady. 

Charles Slate, of BoeheHe N. T. . found a 
m an in his h a y loft who said he was Leander 
R Briggs, bookkeeper for F o s t e r & Bailey, 
jewelers, Providence, R. I., a n d t h a t he w a s 
a defaulter to t h e extern* of $30 ,000 . He 
said t h a t he was t ired of being a fugitive 
from just ice a a d wanted t o be sent back. Mr. 
Slate, who is a constable, t o o k t h e m a n in to 
cus tody a n d telejjrapbed Fos t e r & Bailey, 
who replied t h a t Briggs h a d gone away with 
t h e keys of t h e firm and a b o u t $500 t h a t he 
h a d collected and retained. An officer left a t 
onee with Briggs. The prisoner looks a s if 
he h a d been on a prolonged spree. H e says-
he h a s been embezzling the- firm's money for 
tea years . 

THE NORTHWEST; 

A Summary of the Important 
Eycnts of the Week in the 

Northwestern States. 

M I N N E S O T A . 
Dnluth h a s expended over $3,000,000" m 

new buildings th is year . 
The logging business h a s n o t been serious­

ly affected by t h e b a d weather u p t o t h i s 
t ime. 

The St. P a u l chamber of commerce- i s agi­
t a t i n g t h e es tabl ishment of a s t a t e immig ra ­
t ion bureau. 

A ra i l road employe named B a u h u a u n w a s 
run over a n d killed by t h e c a r s nea r Crooks-
town. 

A meeting was held in St . P a u l for t h e pur­
p o s e of organizing a s t a t e b ranch of t h e Sons 
of t h e American Revolution. 

Th i r t y drive wells have been driven for the 
water-works a t Alexandria a n d t h e t o w n is 
now in good shape for fire pro tec t ion . 

Hon . Horace Wilder, an old resident of 
Red Wing, died a t t h a t place recently a t t h e 
advanced age of 88 years . 

H e r m a n K u m a r r a , of Dnluth, purchased a 
q u a r t of alcohol and d r a n k the whole a m o u n t . 
A sho r t t ime af terward he dropped dead in a 
saloon. 

The Metropol i tan Opera-House company 
havp purchased a si te for a new opera-house 
in St. P a u l . The price paid for t h e l and was 
$200,000. 

St. P a u l sold $275 ,000 wor th of4 per cent, 
bonds t o a Boston firm for $284,927.80, o r 
3,599 per cent., t h e highest premium ever 
paid for securities of a western city. 

While hun t i ng near Hinckley Pa t r i ck Bren-
uan , aged 10, was sho t in t h e back and fatal­
ly injured by the accidental discharge of a gun 
in the hands of a J o h n Brady , aged 1 1 . 

H a n s Uyborg, a farmer, was killed .near 
Cannon Fal ls , by a t ree falling upon him 
which he was cu t t i ng down. The deceased 
was a b o u t s ixty years of age. 

Ten d a y s ' s t a y of proceedings have been 
g ran ted in the Car l ton county sea t contes t . 
The enthusias t ic citizens worked till 2 o'clock 
in the morn ing removing coun ty records a n d 
and safes t o the J u nct ion. The a t t o rney for 
Thompson is demanding t h e re tu rn of these. 

I n a quarre l over a girl in St. Pau l , H a r r y 
Brand, a pa in ter t r ied t o perforate D. S 
Stewart , a business man , with a revolver. 
He fired one shot , which missed, a n d before 
he could fire again , the revolver was t a k e n 
away from him. He wan lodged in jai l . 

A delicate opera t ion was performed on t h e 
l i t t le 5-year-old child of Ole P . Rolay, of 
Luverne. The child was p laying with some 
corn and in b rea th ing drew a kernel down in to 
her wind pipe, where i t lodged. Drs. Spalding 
and P lummer performed t h e opera t ion , a n d 
t h e child is do ing well. 

Pe ter Gooden was celebrating t h e adven t 
of the New Year a t an early h o u r a t Nor th-
field by firing a revolver. One sho t s t ruck 
A. Freling in the back, inflicting a serious 
wound. Gooden admi t t ed t h e shoot ing , 
and claimed the wounding of Frel ing was ac­
cidental. No a r res t ha s been made . 

Typhoid fever h a s been r a v a g i n g the town­
ship of Clitherall. in Ot ter Tail county , a n d 
there have been m a n y dea ths The saddes t 
case of all was in t h e dea th of a father and 
t w o daughte rs . Their names were J . M. Pe t -
terson, Mrs. Jens P . L a r s o n and Mrs. Ole H a n -
eon. Both the women leave husbands a n d 
families. All three were buried in one grave . 

At F a r i b a u l t a fire broke ou t in the th i rd 
s t o r y of Ansel Hill 's furniture factory. The 
firemen worked like t igers, b u t i t did them 
no good, the hea t being so intense t h a t they 
could n o t approach t h e burn ing building. 
The loss will exceed $ 0.000, being fully in­
sured. The cause of the fire was spon tan ­
eous combust ion. I t s t a r t ed in the p a i n t 
shop. 

Johannes Danielson, aged s ix ty years, l iving 
one mile from Centre City, commit ted suicide 
by hanging. He came t o the place in 1877, 
and owned one of the best farm s in th is vicin­
i ty . He leaves a wife and four children. No 
one is able to conjecture the cause of suicide, 
a s he was a b o u t his work all d a y in the usual 
manner . He was a prominent member of the 
Sweedish Lu the rn church. 

N O R T H D A K O T A . 
David Minergan, a Grand F o r k s carpenter , 

ha s d rawn $15,000 in a lo t te ry . 
Serge an t-at-Arms Snore, of t h e house, was 

married in Minnewaukan, a n d left for a wed­
ding t r i p t o the Twin Cities. 

The J ames town postoffice will be left in 
charge of t h e present incumbent, Anton Klaus , 
unt i l Ju ly 1 a t least . 

I t is reported t h a t Sena tor Pierce will have 
J . C. Warnock of J ames town appointed rev­
enue collector for the s t a t e . J u d g e Warnock 
is the edi tor of the F a r m e r s ' Alliance a n d 
Prohib i t ion paper . 

Secretary ot war P r o c t o r ha s ordered t h e 
recruit ing office t o assign thirty-five re­
cruits t o the F i r s t cava l ry , t o be forwarded 
to such po in t s in the depa r tmen t of D a k o t a 
as Gen. T h o m a s H . Ruger, t h e d e p a r t m e n t 
commander , shall direct. 

Work on the Leeds b ranch of the J a m e s ­
town a n d Nor thern ra i l road will begin ear ly 
in the spring. The su r r ey extends t h r o u g h 
a very fertile coun t ry from Leeds t o Dun-
su th , Rolet te county, a dis tance of a b o u t 
seventy miles. 

Immig ra t i on Commissioner H a g g e r t y is 
sending ou t advance sheets of his for thcom­
ing book. The volume is t o c o n t a i n 3 5 0 
pages a n d will be divided in to three p a r t s . 
The first gives t h e s ta t i s t ica l h i s to ry of thp 
te r r i to ry , t h e second per ta ins t o N o r t h Da­
k o t a and t h e th i rd t o South Dako ta . The 
book will be ready for d is t r ibut ion a b o u t 
J a n u a r y 15 . 

S t a t e Commissioner Helegeson h a s re turn­
ed from a t o u r of inves t igat ion t h r o u g h t h e 
western counties. He es t imates there a re 
near ly 4 ,000 people who will need relief t o 
some extent in the counties of Nelson, R a m ­
sey and Bot t ineau . He goes t o S t P a u l t o 
confer with t h e relief commit tee there. He 
will endeavor t o induce e levators t o loan seed 
whea t t o those who a re n o t able t o procure 
i t , t a k i n g Hens which t h e s t a t e will g u a r a n t e e 
a s security. 

Rev. J . McFar land , of James town , " s t a t e 
miss ionary of t h e B a p t i s t Publ ica t ion a n d 
Sunday-school associa t ion for Nor th Dako­
t a , h a s h a d a r a t h e r varied career. H e 
s t a r t e d out in l i e a s a hun te r a n d t r a p p e r in 
t h e backwoods of Ind iana , from which he 
branched o u t a s a s t a r performer with Van 
Amberg ' s circus. A t t h e breaking o u t of t h e 
wa r he enlisted a n d came o u t a t i t s close 
with several bullet holes in his a n a t o m y , t h e 
scars of which he still carries with h i m . ' H e 
t h a n went i n to the sa loon business, in which 
he remained unt i l rescued b y t h e crusaders , 
when h e became a Bap t i s t minister, and h a s 
gradua l ly worked u p t o t h e posi t ion of t r u s t 
he now holds . 

George Wr igh t raised a b o u t 4 ,000 bushels 
of gra in . Dazey S ta t ion , in Baraescoun ty , i s 

M s neares t m a r k e t place. Three e levators d o 
business there, the Cargill, Christ ian Bros, a n d 
Nor thern D a k o t a companies . H e hauled his 
first load t o t h e Cargill elevator, and s t a t e s 
t h a t he was pa id for No 1 h a r d g rade . After 
he h a d surrendered his second o r th i rd load 
he was informed by t h e agen t t h a t orders 
h a d been received from headqua r t e r s t o only 
give him No. '2 Nor thern g r a d e for t h e r e s t 
of his wheat , a s the gra in would n o t hold t o 
the first g rade . As the g ra in all came from 
t h e same seed, o u t of t h e same field, Wr igh t 
refused t o accept t h e No. 2 ins t ruct ion, a n d 
took a load t o Hannaford , a s t a t i o n ju s t 
n o r t h of Dazey, where there is a small ware­
house. No. 1 h a r d was allowed h im for t h e 
first load, b u t by t h e t ime t h e second 
load arr ived t h e g rade was cut t h e same as 
a t Dazey. Wr igh t aga in declined t o give u p 
his wheat , and , reloading, hauled i t back t o 
t h e Christian Bros, a t Dazey. The first load 
went No. 1 hard , a s usual—the same wheat 
t h a t h a d been graded No. 2 Nor thern . All 
the res t he brought , however, " o n instruc­
t i o n s , " would only g rade No. 2. Wr igh t then 
ordered cars t o ship his owu wheat, which 
was all sold for No. 1 ha rd . 

S O U T H D A K O T A . 
J o h n Garrison is held t o awa i t t h e act ion 

of the circuit oourt in Sully county on a 
charge of burg la ry and steal ing wheat . 

Clarence Bradford, l iving near Whitewood. 
while cu t t i ng wood the other day, chopped 
t h e big toe off one of his feet. 

Ciaremont is a g i t a t i n g t h e ra i l road ques­
t ion . He r citizens are endeavor ing t o secure 
an extenbion of t h e Doland branch of t h e 
Northwestern from Groton to Ciaremont. 

E . M. Coates, of Yank ton , h a s b r o u g h t 
sui t aga in s t the S t a n d a r d Oil Company for 
$10 ,000 d a m a g e for app ropr i a t ing his Sank 
cars t o thei r own use. 

The edi tor of the Kimball Index jumped on 
to the local band in his paper, and t o get even 
they went a round t o his office and serenaded 
him. 

The la tes t a r r iva l a t t h e P l ank in ton re­
form school is J o h n Graig, a 17-year-old 
Sioux Fal ls boy, who left a a good home t o 
go in to t h e t r a m p business. , 

Retail l iquor dealers of the Hills t owns 
have been holding secret meetings a t Dead-
wood of l a t e t o determine u p o n some ac t ion 
regard ing the prohibi t ion law. 

There are s ixty-two ar tes ian wells in Yank­
t o n county , and i t is claimed every farm in 
t h e county will be supplied with a well inside 
of t w o years . 

Moses Gans, a Blunt small boy, was rudely 
awakened recently by falling ou t of a ham­
mock, in which he h a d fallen asleep, a n d 
breaking his a rm. 

Large herds of horses and cat t le and flocks 
of sheep are being wintered in t h e gulches of 
t h e Wessington hills. So far th i s winter 
they have picked up a good living wi thout 
expense t o the owners. 

George Oberley, the m a n who sho t himself 
t h r o u g h the body with suicidal in ten t a t 
Sioux Falls , some t ime ago , is still alive, and 
hopes are enter ta ined of his u l t ima te recov­
ery. 

Since the l a s t census Newcastle, t he 6-
month-old baby town of the Hills, h a s lost 
one of i ts saloons and gained a brass band . 
However, the infant still h a s sixteen saloons 
and an undiminished boom. 

The new gas works a t Aberdeen are com­
pleted and in opera t ion . Aberdeen is the 
second city in Sou th D a k o t a t o use ga s for 
l ighting. The works have a capaci ty of 
80 ,000 feet per day . 

Gullick Nelson, of Eden, became insane 
from religious excitement, caused by a t tend­
ing t h e Salvat ion a r m y meetings a t Sioux 
Fal ls . He is confined in the Orange City, 
Io. , jail awai t ing examinat ion . 

The H u r o n electric l ights outshine t h e 
Aberdeen l ights. Those of Aberdeen can be 
seen seventeen miles dist inctly in clear 
weather. H u r o n l ights a re p la in ly visible a t 
P a m p u s Grange, a distance of twenty- three 
miles. 

In a quarrel over a game of cards in a sa­
loon a t Lead City J o h n Welsh s t ruck Morris 
McBride on t h e head with a beer bot t le , 
fracturing his skull. McBride was removed 
t o the Homes take hospi ta l and is in a pre­
carious condition, 

Pe te r Rasmusscn, living near Huron , while 
hun t i ng was injured by the p rematu re dis­
charge of a gun. The conten ts of one barre l 
entered his mou th , t ea r ing away a por t ion 
of his tongue , all the teeth and p a r t of the 
left j aw and cheek bone, m a k i n g a horrible 
wound. After the accident he walked over a 
mile home. I t is t h o u g h t he will no t recover. 

I owa County- Agricultural1 Society a n d i t s 
officers for $3 ,000 d a m a g e . 

The S t a t e B o a r d of Supervisors h a s ap ­
pointed L. K. Wright , of "Wausau, i n s t r u c t o r 
of mi l i ta ry tac t ics -a t t h e Indus t r i a l School 
for t h e b o y s a t Waukesha . This is t h e first 
s tep in accordance with t h e p lan t o create a 
mi l i ta ry depa r tmen t in connection wi th t h e 
school. 

An eagle a t t a c k e d a peacock on t h e farm of 
Henry Huber , near B a r a b o o . A boy w h o 
tr ied t o drive t h e bird away was a t t a cked i a 
t u r n and was bad ly h u r t . T w o men, who 
finally came t o the l a d ' s assistance, cap tu red 
t h e eagle, which measured 9 feet from wing 
t ip t o wing t ip . 

J u d g e Bundy of H u d s o n sentenced Albert 
Revor t o t h e peni tent iary for fourteen y e a r s 
for t h e murder of J a m e s McDonald. Sheriff 
Young t o o k t h e prisoner t o Waupun . T h e 
a t t o r n e y s for the defense m a d e an heroic a t ­
t e m p t t o secure a new t r i a l . They will a p ­
peal t o the sup reme cour t . The a t t o r n e y s 
for the s t a t e regard the sentence a s extreme­
ly l igh t . 

At Boscobel J e r r y O'Neil and wife were 
sho t i n bed by a n unknown assassin a t 
Moun t Sterling. Two daugh te r s in an ad­
jo in ing room were awakened by the sho t , 
b u t when they reached the bedside thei r pa­
rents were dead. There is no clue t o the per­
p e t r a t o r s of t h e crime, t h e O'Neils, who were 
well-to d o farmers, a re not. known t o h a v e 
h a d any b i t t e r enemies. 

W I S C O N S I N . 

William Gritzmaeher. wanted a t W a u s a u 
t o answer t o a charge of criminal assaul t , 
was found in Minnesota. 

A. V. B. Dey, of Pewaukee t o o k a number 
of roses t o Waukesha t h a t were grown in 
his garden in December. 

Charles Morris, a bar-tender, was sentenced 
a t Chippewa Fal ls to Waupun for one year 
for s teal ing a $20 check. 

Dr. David Ward, who died a t Wrigh ts town, 
Brown County, was in early days pos t sur­
geon a t F o r t H o w a r d when the fort was a 
mi l i ta ry post . Dr. W a r d was 90 years old. 

Will H a r r i n g t o n , formerly connected with 
var ious papers on the Gogebic range , i« un­
der a r res t a t Duluth on the charge of steal­
ing articles of clothing. 

One commission merchant a t Boscobel 
bough t 1,500 rabb i t s in one d a y for ship­
ment t o Cnicago. Rabb i t s were never be 'ore 
so numerous a s th i s season. 

Napoleon Crocker, t he old m a n recently 
sentenced a t Stevens P o i n t for life for killing 
his son-in-law. near Junc t ion City, h a s been 
g ran ted a pension. 

Sabas t i an Schneider, ot Ba r ton , while load­
ing s t r a w a t Young America, fell from his 
wagon and broke his neck. H e was a retired 
farmer, 76 years of age. 

Chris. Larson , a n employe of t h e ra i l road 
company , was killed a t Stanley while car ry­
ing rails . He slipped on the ice in such a 
manner t h a t a rai l fell on his neck, crushing 
it. 

The body of a n unknown m a n was found 
on the L a k e Shore Rai l road t rack , two miles 
from Odanah s ta t ion , b y Indians . I t is ru­
mored t h a t t h e m a n was foully dea l t with 
and robbed. 

Joseph Doemer h a s been ar res ted a t E a u 
Claire on a charge of s teal ing $10 and a shir t . 
The money was spen t in t a k i n g his best girl 
o u t r id ing on Chris tmas, a n d t h e sh i r t was 
worn by the y o u n g m a n on the ocrasion. 

Mrs. Jo seph King, of Evansville, died sud­
denly o n t h e evening ofDecembet* 24, of apo ­
plexy. She was on her way home from a 
Chr is tmas en te r t a inmeut is hen stricken down, 
a n d died before reaching home . 

Augus t Rwanson, an Ashland saloonkeeper 
was s t a n d i n g in f ront of a window, in his sa­
loon, when par t i es on t h e outside a t t e m p t e d 
t o spli t his head open with, a n axe . The 
would-be murderers escaped. 

Samuel Clegg, the old gent leman who1 was 
s h o t by-6 t a r g e t gun on t h e far g r o u n d s a t 
Dodgevffle dn r ing t h e fair l a s t August , h a s 
Drought su i t i n t h e circuit cour t a g a i n s t t h e 

I O W A . 
Charles Reardon, a veteran of t h e war liv­

ing a t Alden, ha s become wildly insane. The 
Cedar Fa l l s G. A. R. pos t will look after his 
family. 

Dubuque par t ies have made a proposi t ion 
t o erect a packing-house a t E m m e t s b u r g 
employing from 50 t o 100 men if proper en­
couragement is offered. 

Spot ted Wolf, t he crack sho t of a medicine 
company, entered a turkey-shoot ing contes t 
in disguise a t Marion, a n d bankrup ted t h e 
owners of t h e scheme by killing all t h e tur ­
keys. 

Sheriff O'Neil was fined $5 and costs in a 
just ice cour t in Council Bluffs for assau l t ing 
t w o vis i tors t o t h e county jail who h a d 
called t o give a prisoner friend a plug of t o ­
bacco. 

H . E. McCollum, of West Liberty, shipped 
a ca t l oad of horses t o the Philadelphia mar ­
ket . During the year now closing Mr. Mc-
Collnm has paid the farmers of Muscatine 
coun ty $53,000 for horses. 

While digging a well a shor t distance s o u t h 
of Monroe a m a n named Marshall was over­
come by foul a i r in mak ing an ascent a n d 
fell ou t of the bucket t o the bo t tom, a dis­
tance of seventy-five feet, breaking his neck. 

The family o r Roger Dwyer, whose man­
gled body was found under a freight ca r a t 
Davenpor t , asser t t h a t his dea th was n o t 
accidental, bu t t h a t he was murdert-d ior his 
money. He was known t o have a la rge sum 
of money in his possession and when iound 
his pockets were empty . A thorough in­
ves t iga t ion is being made . 

In a tussle with a g a n g of t r a m p s a t Dav­
enpor t Officer Grapengeter fired in the a i r 
in order t o frighten them. Not succeeding 
in "fetching" them t h a t way he sho t one of 
them named Ward in the leg, which had t h e 
desired effect, a n d he landed them safely in 
t h e calaboose. 

George G. Home, a slick y o u n g m a n from 
Loganspor t , Ind., b tar ted a Chris tmas dol lar 
s tore in Mason City a n d managed t o interest 
t h e s y m p a t h y of the citizens by telling them 
a ta le of woe a b o u t j u s t losing his wife, etc. 
After borrowing money from half the busi­
ness men in town he folded up his winnings 
and skipped for p a r t s unknown. 

The Iowa legislature will be asked th is win­
te r t o make a liberal appropr ia t ion for the 
improvement of the s t a t e house grounds . 
The s t a t e has an elegant Capitol building, 
and as shabby grounds as can be found any­
where. The building does n o t look i ts wor th 
in such a set t ing, and the se t t ing ough t t o be 
improved. 

A confidence g a n g ha s been working the 
farmers in the vicinity of Carson. They pre­
tended t o be mak ing "green g o o d y from 
stolen government plates , and baited their 
victims with genuine bills t o draw them on. 
Loses t o the a m o u n t of $2,000 have been 
discovered. One farmernamed C. E. Denton, 
who was mulcted for $1,000 las t October, 
gave ou t a s tory , which was published a t the 
time, t h a t he h a d been held up by masked 
robbers . Two of the g a n g have been arrested 
and bound over t o the next te rm of the 
criminal cour t . 

A roman t i c Christmas s t o r y comes from 
Davenpor t . About twenty years ago Mr. 
and Mrs. Owen, now of Davenpor t , resided in 
Geneva, Minn. Th«y had a l i t t le son t o 
whom neighbors named J o r d a n had become 
a t tached and finally kidnapped and moved 
a w a y with. After t rave l ing all oyer the 
coun t ry the J o r d a n family settled in Ohio, 
where the head of the family soon afterward 

I died. M»-s. J o s d a n kept the boy unt i l he was 
• 14 years o : age, when he s t a r t e d ou t for him* 
I self. He had been to ld t h a t his pa ren t s lived 
I in Minnesota and commenced a search for 

them. After m a n y years of wandering he lo­
cated them in Davenpor t and Chris tmas eve 
he re turned a full grown m a n t o the mother 
he h a d been t a k e n away from when little 
more t h a n a baby. 

' SSa&ffca*-

T h e y W a n t C o s t l y Cof f ins . 
Mr C.W.-Young, one of the princi­

pal merchants of Juneau, Alaska, is 
in the city, buying goods. Among 
other goods he has ordered a score 
or so of coffins, assorted sizes, and 
of the most expensive description. 
He says the Indians in t h a t section 
can have nothing too rich and ele­
g a n t in the coffin line. The finest 
plush for covering and silver handles 
and studs thick be-spangled over the 
coffin is what they want, and will 
have if they put up their last dollar. 
Mr. Findley of the Casket company 
says the Oregon Indians have" the 
same ideas in regard t o coffins, and 
some of the most costly he has go 
out to Ka lma th and up to the Uma­
tilla reservation. 

Probably the Indians who have 
lived in a wickiup and worn a blank­
et and moccasins during their brief 
sojourn on the surface of the earth, 
tBink they will get even by being 
housed in a plush-covered, silve? 
decorated, and satin lined, coffin ftA 
the much longer time of their abiding 
beneath the surface. This is one of 
the many foolish things they have 
learned from the whites. The old 
stock of aborigines were satisfied 
witn a canoe for a coffin, with an­
other turned over i t t o keep out the 
rain, and a roost on the limb of a 
tree o r frail platform t o keep their 
remains put of reach of the , coyotes 
satisfied them.—Portland Oregonian. 

r FT. Aufderheiddj 

M a n u f a c t u r e r ot 

F i r e , W e l l Building- a n d S t e e p l e 

B r i c k , 

F i n e P r e s s e d B r i c k for 

o r n a m e n t a l f r o n t s . 

H a v e t h e h e a t of sh ipping facilities a n d 
will p a y p r o m p t a t t e n t i o n t o m a i l o rde r s . 

NEW ULM, MINNESOTA. 

'» r 

H. Rudolphi, 
MAKXTFACTUKXB o r 4 S S A X S S XH 

Boots and Shoes! 
Minn, k 3d N. strs., 'New Ulm, Minm-

A large assortment of men's aa4 
boys' boots and shoes, and ladies' MM 
children's shoes constantly kept or 
hand. Custom work and repaiiing 
promstly attended to. 

J o h n Hauenste in , 

BREWER 
and 

MALTSTER : 
Our brewery ia fully equipped and able t o ST* 

ill orders. 
Mr. F . Grebe has charge of the bottling estate 

iiahment. 

Hew Ulm, Minn. 

R. Pfefferle, 
Dealer ia 

CANNED, DRIED * GREE3 

TRUITS, 
Plour and TPe&dL 

S T O K S . W o p p X R AND WlLJUOWj,. * 

W A B B . 

KETT ULM, unr&i 

Manufacturer of and Dealer ia 

CIGARS, 
TOBACCOS, 

PIPES 
COF. Minnesota and Cent ra 

streets. 

KEWfLM, - 'MOTSC 
-^» 

Jno. Neuman, 
Dealer in 

DRY QOODSi 
Hats, Caps, Notions, 

Groceries' Provisions^ 
Crockery and Glassware, 
Green, Dried and Canned 

Jlruits, etc, etc. 
I wIB always lake farm prodoeo In exehangl 

far good*, and pay the highest market price for a* 
kind* af paper rags. 

l a connection with my -tore I ante a flrat-elaa* 
l&loon furnished with a splendid bkllard table aaet 
mycMtomen will always and good liquors t - » | 
eigara,aaa every forenoon a splendid laask* 

AH goeda parcbawd of ma will be delivered sf 
»ny part of the city free of cost. 
KmBeeota Street, New CT», Mtaaj 

Meat Market* 
M. EPPLE, Prop'r. 

MINNESOTA ST. NEW &LMIN3.?1 

f\ ' g * " d e s i g n e d desires to Inform B» peoptaai 
1 N«W Ulm and Tidnity that be ha-re-esta&lias* 

ed bis meat market and Is now preapared to w 3 
on ni- aid easterners and friends with only tJM 
best fresh and eured meats, sausages, lard and M » 
ery thing nenally kept In a ar»t-cla«s market fl3 
aicbest market priea w«U be paid for .TA.TC.KS. 

M . E g P L - B . 

TIVOLI 
A M ) 

B R E W E R Y 
J O S . SCHMT7CKEK, P r o p . 

NEW ULM, MINNESOTA 

( 

v-

t~ 

P u r e beer sold in q u a n t i t i e s t o Buit t h » 
pu rchase r . Special a t t e n t i o n p a i d t o t h e - \ 
bo t t l i ng of beer . 

TIE HEW EM 

CITY PLANING MILL 
XANDTACTUBXS 

DOORS, WINDOW SASH/ 
VENETIAN BLINDS* 

:t MOULDINGS AND FRAMES. 
— — — f 

Planing, turning and all | 
work with rib-saw promptly 
' . and neatly executed; L 

K%\ * 

AU work goaraateed. Sates reaseobf :; 
•-da. , " i-
j*^*f^j |jj! £. ZELLER. Pna'fc 


