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country, including ms capital, mm negoua-- i
tions for peace havmg failed, the important,
OUestion arise?, in what manner the war... . .t 1 I 1 i.
ought to be prosecuted ana wnai suouiu ue
our future policy? I cannot doubt, that
we should secure and render available the
conquests we have already made, and that
for Uuf purpose, we should now auu occu-

py, by our n"aval and military forces, all the
forts, towns, cities aad provinces now in
our occupation, or which may uereatter C"
into oar possession that we should press
forward our military operations, and levy
uch military contributions on the enemy

as may, as far as practicable, defray the fu-

ture expenses of the war.
Had the government of Mexico acceded

to the favor tble aud liberal terms proposed,
that mode of adjustment would have been
preferred. Mexico having declined to do
this, and failed to oner any other terms
which would be accepted by the U. States,
the national honor, less than the public

- interest, requires that the war should be
prosecuted with increased energy and pow
er, until a just and satisfactory peace can
be obtained.

In the meantime, as Mexico refuses all
indemnity, we should adopt measures to in
demnify ourselves, by appropriating per
manently a portion of her territory.

Early after the commencement of the
war, New Mexico and the Californias were
taken possession of by our forces. Our
military and naval commanders were, or
dered to conquer and hold them, subject to
be disposed ot by a treaty of peace.

These provinces are now in our undispu-
ted occupation, and have been so for many
months. All resistance on the part of
Mexico having ceased within their limits, 1

natisfied that they should never be sur-
rendered to Mexico. Should Congress aconcur with me in this opinion, and that
they should be retained by the United States
as indemnity, I can perceive no good rea-
son why the civil jurisdiction of laws of the!
U. S. should not at once be extended over
them.

. To wait for a treaty of peace, such as
we are willing to make, by which our rela-
tions to them would not be changed, can-
not be good policy, whilst our interests and
that of the people inhabiting them, require
that a stable, responsible and free govern-
ment, under our authority, should, be, as
soon as poisible, established over them.- -

Should Congresss determine to hold these

Srovinces permanently, and that they shall
be considered constituent parts

of our country, the early establishment of
territorial government over them will be
important for the more perfect protection of
persons and property, and I recommend
that such territorial governments be estab-
lished. It will promote peace add tranquili-
ty among the inhabitants, by aliasing all ap-
prehension that they may entertain of be
ing subjected again to the jurisdiction of
Mexico, l invite early and favorable con-
sideration of Congress to this important
upiect.
Besides New Mexico and California,

there are other Mexican provinces which
have been reduced to our possession by or
conquest These other Mexican provinces
are now governed by our military and na-T- al

commanders, under the general authori-
ty which is conferred upon a conqueror by
the laws of war. They should continue to
be held as a means of coercing Mexico to
accede to iust terms of neac. Civil.
well as military officers, are required to
conduct such a government. Adequate
compensation, to be drawn from contribu-
tions levied on the enemy, should be fixed
by law for such officers as may be thus em-

ployed. What further may become neces
sary, and what final disposition it may be
proper to make of them, must depend on
the future progress of the war, and the
course Mexico may think proper hereafter
to pursue.

With the views I entertain, I cannot fa
vor the poiicy which has been suggested,
either to withdraw our army altogether, or
to retire to a designated line and simply
bold and defend it. To withdraw our army
altogether from the conquests they have
made, by deeds of unparalleled bravery,
and at theexpense of so mucli blood and
treasure, in a war just on our part, and one
which, by the act of the enemy, we could
not honorably have avoided, would be to
degrade the nation in its own estimation
and in that of the world. To retire to a it
line, ar.d simply hold and defend it, would
not terminate the war. On the contrary, it itwould encourage Mexico to persevere, and
tend to protract it indefinitely.

It is not to be expected, that Mexico, af-

ter refusing to establish such a line as a
permanent boundary, when our victorious
armies are in possession of her capital and
the heart of her country, would permit us
to hold it without resistance. That she

Voald continue the war, and that in the ive
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war would be on the side of the enemy.
We could levy
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a i ' i' 1 (..tor in any oilier way maKe mm leei me
pressure of the war; but must remain inac-
tive and await his appioach, being in con-

stant uncertainty at what point of the lino,
or at what time, he might make the assault.
He may assemble and organize an over-hplini- ng

force in the interior, on his own

side of tliC line, and, concealing his purpose,
make a sudden assault upon some one of
our posts, so distant froiH any other as lo
prevent the possibility of timely yccour oT

reinforcement.'; and in this way, our gallant
army would be exposed to the danger of be-i- ne

cut off in detail, or if, by their unrival
ed bravery and prowess, every where ex
hibited during the war, they should repulse
the enemy, the numbers stationed at any
one point, might still be too small to pursue
him. If the enemy be repulsed in one at-

tempt, he will have nothing else to do but
retreat to his own side of the line, and, be-

ing in no fear of a pursuing army, may re-

inforce himself at leisure fir another attack
on the same, or some other point. He may,
too, cross a line between our posts make
incursions into the country we hold mur
der the inhabitants thereof, and then re
turn to the interior, before a sufficient force
can be concentrated to pursue him. Such
would probably be the harrassing character
of a mere defensive war on our part. If
our forces, when attacked or threatened, be
permitted to cross the line, drive back the
enemy and conquer him, this would be a- -
gain to invade the enemy's country after
having lost all the advantages of the con-

quests we l'twve already made, by having
voluntarily obandoned them. 'Jo hold such

line successfully, and in security, it is far
from being certain that it would not re
quire as large an army as would be neces
sary to hold ail the conquests we have al-

ready made, and to continue the prosecu-
tion of the war in the heart of the enemy's
country. It is also far from being certain
that tho expenses of the war would bedi
minished by such a policy.

1 am persuaded, that the best means of
vindicating the national honor and interest,
and of bringing the war to an honorable
close, will be to prosecute it with tucreas
ed energy and power in the vital part of
the enemy's country. In my annual mes-
sage to Congress, I declared that the war
had not been waged with a view to con
quest, but having been commenced by
Mexico, it lias been carried into the cne
my's country, and will be vigorously urose
cuted there with a view to obtain an hono
rable peace, and thereby secure ample in
demnity for the expenses of the war, as to
our much injured citizens who hold larce
pecuniary demands against Mexico. Such,
in my judgment, continues to be our true
policy indeed the only nolicv which will
probably secure a permanent peace.

it nas never been contemplated, by me
as an object of the war, to make a perma
nent conquest of the Republic of Mexico,

to annihilate her seperate existence as an
independent nation; on the contrary, it has
ever been my desire, that she should main
tain her nationality, and under a good gov
eminent, adapted to htr condition, be a
prosperous and free republic. The United
States were the first among the nations to
recognize her independence, and has al
ways desired to be on terms of amity and
good neighborhood with her. This she
would not suffer. By her own conduct, we
have been compelled to engage in the pres-
ent war in its prosecution, we jcek not her
overthrow as a nation, but in vindicating
our national honor, we seek to obtain re-

dress for the wrongs she had done us, and
indemnity for our just demands against her.
We demand an honorable peace, and that
must bring with it indemnity for the past
and security for the future. Hitherto,
Mexico has refused all accommodation by
which such a peace could be obtained.

Whilst our armies have advanced from
victory to victory, from the commence-
ment of the war, it has always been with
the olive branch of peace in their hands, and

has been in the power of Mexico at
every step to arrest hostilities by excepting

One' great objection to the obtainmeni of
peace, has undoubtedly arisen from the fact
that Mexico has been so long held in sub-

jection by onn faction, or military usurper,
after another, and such has been the con-

dition of insecurity in which their success
governments have been placed, that

each has been deterred from making peace,

lest for this very cause, a rival faction might
expel it from nower.

Such was tho fate of President Herrera's
administration in --1045, for being disposed
even to listen to the overtures of the Uni-

ted Slates, to prevent the war, as is fully
confirmed by an official correspondence
which took place, in the month of August
last, between him and his government, the
copy of which is herewith communicated.
For ibis cause alone, the revolution, which
displaced him from power, was set on foot

by Gen. Parades. Such may be the con
dition of insecurity of the present govern
ment.

There can be no doubt, that fhe peacea
ble and well disposed inhabitants of Mexi
co, are convinced that it is the true interest
of their country to conclude au honorable
peace with the United States, but the ap
prehensron of bceoming tho victims of some
militaryTaction or usurper, may have pre
vented them from manifesting their feelings
by any public act.

The removal of any such apprehension,
U'ould probably cause them to speak their

sentiments, ?nd to auopt the measures nec-

essary for the restoration of peace with a

people distracted and divided by Contending'

factions, and a government subject to con

slant changes by successes of our arms may
fail to secure a satisfactory peace In such
event, it may become proper for our com

manding generals in the field to give en-

couragement and assurance of piotection
to the friends of peace in Mexico, in the es-

tablishment and inaintainanc of a free re
publican government of their own choice,
always willing to conclude a peace which
would be just to them, and secure to us the
indemnity we demand.

This may becone the only mode of obtain
ing such a peace. Should such be the re
sult of this war, which Mexico has forced
upon us, it would thus be converted into an
enduring blessing to herself. After finding

torn and by Tactions, and paid for at fair liberal prices,
by usurpers, we greed upon the parties. After

leave her with a republican government, in
(he cr joyment, of real independence and do- -

nestic peace aid prosperity, performing all

her relative duties in the great family of
nations, and promoting her own happiness
by wise laws and their lawful execution.

after affording encouragement and
protection, after all tho persevering and
sincere efforts we have made, from the mo-

ment Mexico commenced the war, and pri-

or to that time, to adjust our difference with

her, we shall ultimately fail, then we shall
have exhausted all honorable means in pur
suit of peace and must continue to occupy
her country with our troops, the full

measure of indemnity with our own hands
aud must enforce the terms which our hon
or demands.

To act otherwise, in the existing state of
tilings in Mexico, and to withlraw our ar
my without a peace, would only leave
all the wrongs of which we complain unre
dressed, but would be the signal for
and fierce civil dissensions and new re vol u
tions, all alike hostile to peaceful relations
with the United States; besides, there is
danger, if our troops should be withdrawn
that the Mexican people, wearie with sue
cessive revolutions, and deprived of pro
tection, their persons and property,
might be inclined to yield to foreign influ
ence, and to cast themselves upon some
European monarchy for protection, from

anarchy and suffering which would en
sue, i ins. tor our own safety, and in our- -

a

suance of established policy, we should be

compelled to resist.
We could never consent that Mexico

should be thus converted into a monarchy,
governed by a foreign prince.

Mexico is our next neighbor, and her
boundaries are coterminous with our own,
through the whole extent across the North
American continent, from ocean to ocean.
Both politically and commercially, we have
the deepest interest in her regeneration and
prosperity: indeed, it is impossible, that
with just regard to our safety, we can be-

come indifferent to her fate. It may be
that the Mexican people and government
have misconceived or misconstructed our
forbearance and our objects, in desisting a
conclude an amicable adjustment of the
existing difficulties between the two coun
tries. They may have s imposed that we
would submit to term? degrading to the na
tion, or they m'.y have drawn false inferen
ces from the supposed diviiion of opinion in
the United States on the subject of the war,
and may have calculated to gain much by
protracting it; and, indeed, that we might
ultimately abandon it altogether, without

ny indemnity territorial or otherwise.

Whatever may be false impiessions under
which they may have acted, the adoption
and prosecution of the energetic policy pro
posed mast undeceive them. :

In the future prosecution of the war, the
enemy must be made to feel its pressure
more than they have done. At its com-

mencement it was deemed proper to con-

duct it in a spirit of forebarance and liber-

ality; and with this end in view, early meas-

ures were adopted, to convince, as far as a

state of war would premit, the mass of the
Mexican population that the war wa
ged, not against the peaceful inhabitants of
Mexico, but against their faithless gavern-men- t,

which had commenced hostilities.
To remove from their minds false impres-

sions, which their interested rulers had art-

fully attempted to make, that the war on

our part was one of conquest that it was

this

a war against their their them to furnish the means of
dies, were to be destroyed and our and he was directed

and the rights of persons, to adopt this policy, unless by doing
and be violated: toremovejthere was danger of depriving army of

false impressions, our imnecessary supplies. Copies of des- -
the fields were directed scrupulously to re -

spect churches, and his government.

her distracted were and
should then by the lapse

If,

taking

not

new

for

the

was

so,

church property, which were in no manner
to be violated. 1 hrv wpri nirprtvd aln tn,j
respect the rights of persons and property,
and ail who should not take up arraes a--

gainst the United State?.
Assurances, to this ffect, were given to

the Mexicans by Major in a

proclamation issued in pursuance of in-

structions from Secretary of War, in

the month of June, 1846, and again by Ma-

jor Gen. Scott, who acted upon his own

convictions of the propriety of. issuing it,
in a proclamation of the 11th of My, 1847

In this spirit of liberality and conciliation,
and with a view to prevent the body of the
Mexican population from taking up arms
against us, the war was conducted on our
part. Provisions ani other supplies, Turn
ished to our army by Mexican citizens,

cf a few months, it became apparent
these assurances, and this mild treatment,
had to produce the desired up-

on the Mexican population. The war has
been conducted upon our according
to the most humane and liberal principal
observed by civilized nations. It was wa
ged iu a far different spirit on the part of
Mexico. Not appreciating our forbarancc
the Mexican people generally become hos-

tile to the United States, and availsd them-

selves of the opportunity to com i it the
most savage excesses upon our troops.
L.arge nu moors oi tne population took up
armes, and engaging in guerrilla warfare,
robbed, and murdered in the most cruel
manner, individual soldiers, or small par-

ties, accident or other causes had
from the main body of our army.

of the gerrillas and robbers infested
the roads, harassed our the trains, and,
whenever it was in their power, cut off our
supplies.

The Mexicans having thus shown them-

selves to be wholly incapable of apprecia- -

ting oiu lorbarance and liberality, it was
deemed proper to change the manner of
conducting the war, making them feel its
pressure according to the usages observed,
tinder similar circumstances in all other civ-

ilized nations.
Accordingly, as early asthe22d Septem-

ber, 1846, instructions were given by the
Secretary of War, to Gen. Taylor, to draw
supplies for our army from the enemy, with-

out paying for them, and to require
butions for its support, if in that way he
was satisfied he could get abundant sup- -
plies for Ins forces. In directmgthe execu- -
tion of instructions, much was neces- -
sarily left to the discretion of the com- -

manding officer, who was acquainted
with the circumstances by which he was

Gen. Taylor, on 26th of 1846,

forced

. f, -

he did adopt policy of his instruc
tions, but declared his readiness to do
should in its future
reach a portion the country which may
be made to supply troops with advan-
tage. to pay for the articles
of supply which were drawn from the ene-
my's country.

instructions were issued to Maj
General tile nf I

who replied from Jalapa, on the 20th of
May, ii.T1847, that if be expected,

V
that the

to support itself by forced contri- -

bution levied upon the. country, w y
ruin arid exasperate ' inTiabitanti and
starve themselves.'' The same , discretion
was given to him had been to Geo.
Tajlor, In respect. Sen. Scott, for
reasons assigned by hula, still continued to
pay for articles of supply for the army
which were drawn from the enemy.

After the army had reached the heart ef
the must wealthy portion of Mexico, it was
supposed that obstacles which had, be

religion, and chur-ith- us requiring
which army

verthrown, that
property would the

these commanders these

their religion, theirifor

military
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the

that

failed effect

part

whom

separated
Bands

contri

these

best

October,

the

army,

continued

Scott.

army

that

fore that time, prevented, would not be
such as to render impracticable the levy of
forced contributions for its support. On
the 1st of September, and on the of Oc-

tober, IS 17, the order was repeated, in des-

patches, addressed by the Secretary of War
to General Scott, and his attention was a
gain called to the importance of making

i
the enemy bear the burdens of the war

Ipatches were forwarded to General Taylor,

"n t,,e 01 iV,arcn las. 1 caused an
luruer iu uc isinru iu our military aim nava
jcommariders, to levy and collect a military
contribution upon all vessels and merchan-
dize which might enter any of the ports of
Mexico in our military occupation, and to
apply such contribution towards defraying
the expenses of the war. By virtue of the
right of conqueror, consulting his own safe-
ty or convenience, may either exclude
foreign commerce altogether from all such
ports, or permit it upon such terms and
conditions as he may prescribe. Before the
principal ports of Mexico blockaded
by our navy, the revenue derived from im-
port duties, under the laws of Mexico, were
paid into the Mexican treasury. After
those ports had fallen into our military n,

the blockade was raised, and com-
merce with them permitted upon prescribed
terms and conditions. They were opened
to the trade of all natains upon the payment
nf duties, more moderate in their amount
than those which had been previously lev-

ied by Mexico, and the revenue, which was
formerly paid into the Mexican .treasury,
war directed to be collected by our military
officers and applied to the use of the army
and navy. Care was taken, that the off-

icers, soldiers and sailors of our army and
navy should be exempted fiom the opera-
tions of the order, ai d as intrchandise
imported, upon which the order operated,
must be consumed by Mexican citizens, the
contibutions were in effect the seizure of
the public revenues of Mexico and the ap-
plication of them to our own use. In di?
recting this measure, the object was to com
pel the enemy tu contribute, as far as prac-
ticable, towards the exj.i lists of the war.

Concluded next week

MARRIED In this town, on Saturday
evening List, by John C. Massie. Esq.
Mr. John Pike to Miss Rebecca Lip iiicoUr
all of Pike couity, Ills.

Last Notice.
ALL Those who are indebt-
ed at the Banner Office nn

account of job-wor- k, advertising or sub
scription, prior to the 20th day of October
last, must positively call on Die undersign-
ed at Bowling-Gree- n and settle their
counts immediately. I am anxious to set
Ue up t,,e busines, of )e office to t,,at rfat

janj tJl0Se who ,,ave ot the money houW
at least call and close their accounts
note. b. . ML UK AY.

Bowling-Gree- n, Dec. 20, 1847.

Fresh. Supplies!
And still they Come ! !

IN addition his for-

mer stock the subscriber
has just received a com-
plete and splemlid assort
ment of NEW GOODS,

nml..:..n ........ .. n i . : tdv
GOODS STORE, together with the largest and
best selected assortment of

READY-MAD- E CLOTIIIAG
Evcr b.rouSht to Town; all of which he u
determined to sell,' as cheap, or a little cnt.r--
E, lhan Good, ,,,, ..; ,he -

7". e.naw"a Da" 4wn,c"u - n c .
iui mi. r aa uuu at w men iihcic iu veu

it a continuance of their favor.
JOSEPH RICHARDSON.

Water Street, Louisiana, Mo .
Doeember 20th, 1847.

Final Settlement.
"OTICE is hereby given, to all person

concerned or interested in the etate of
Timothy T. Bike, deceased, that I will ma'e a
final settlement of my administration of es-

tate at ihe next term of the County Court of
iPike county. Mo., to be beeun and held in Bow--

surrotinded, the wants of the army, and the'gins."
practicability of enforcing the measure. ! c na a'40 on naI,d a "tfge quantity of a

the

the

replies, iroin Monterey, that it would have ami see, before purchasing elsewhere.
been impossible hitherto, and also now, tof In conclusion, he returns his unfeigned

sustain the army by contributions or tl",llt! ,0 hU fr1iend, !nd the Pub'icI for ",e Uber:
patronage heretofore extended to him, and

supplies. I or the reasons assigned by him A0Des bv strict attention and low nrices. to mer- -
not
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and where persons concerned

may attend if they think proper,
JOHN S. MARKLE Y, Arfm'r.
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