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- and then ask themselves who it is that are

T bgbitare of Michiph
wdGuiiment list wiiter, adopled ibe fol-
Hoo.
slavery in the distriet of Columbia. Let
the reflecting men of all patties read them,

agitating the slavery question, Resolutions
equally strong have been passed by other
Northern States: . i

Resolved, By the Senlate and House of
Representatives of the State of Michigen,
That thi¢ existence of Slavery and the Stave
trade at the seat of our National Govern-
lﬂ;‘?‘:‘. ‘wig “l; evil of :rioul mapilude:i.
which grea e prosperity an
peppiness of the et, -n?! casts the re-
prosehi of inconsistency npon the free in-
stitntions established smong us.”

Resolved, That our Senators in Congress
be instructed, and our Representatives re-

uested to urge the of a law that
all put an end to ve trade in the
et of Culubia without delay, and also
provide for ascertalning the views of the
le of said District upon the question

of the entire abolition of Slavery therein.

Resolved, Thatthe Governor be request-
ed to forward copies of the foregoing reso-
Jutions to each of our Senators and Hepre-
gentatives in Congress. :

The vote on their adoption stood, in the
Senate, ayes 17, nays the House, ayes
37, nays 9.

—

COL. BENTON’S SPEECH — Continued.

Some search has been made in the .de-
partment of State for the written opimions
of the cabinet, without finding them: but
that weighs nothing against the positive
testimony that they were there. The won-
der would be to find them after 27 years,
and 80 many changes of clerks; and it is
to be remembered that no one of Mr. Mon-
roe’s eabinet has been Secretary of State
since that time but Mr. Calboun,

The fact is established—established by
the rules of evidence which convince the
human mind, even the most unwilling—that
Mr. Calhoun, ss & cabinet minister under
Mr. Monroe, supported the constitationali-
ty of the Missouri compromise aet. This
fact being established, let us see what that
ect was; and that will be shown by the
title to the sct—by the act itsell—and by
the actual condition of the territory in which

it was to operate, This is the title :
‘An Act to authorize the people of the

Missouri territory to form a constitution
and State Government, and for the admis-
sion of such State into the Union on an equal
footing with the original States, and o pro-
habit slavery in certain lerrilories.’

A very intelligible title this, especislly in
the concluding elsuse, and enough to have
startled Mr. Calhoun if he had held the
same doclrines on the powers of Congress
then which he professes now. The sot it-
selfl was in these words :

‘S8ec. 8, That in all that territory ceded
by France to the United States, under the
name of Louisisna, which lies north of 36
degrees 30 minutes north latitude not in-
cluded within the limits of the Btate con-
templated by this act, slavery and involun-
tary servilude, otherwise than in the pun-
ithment of the crimes whereof lhe parties
thall have been convicled, shall be, and
Aereby is forever prohibuted.

Sech are the words of the act—the very
words of the Wilmot Proviso, and if any
modérn copyist is to supercede Mr. Jeffer-
son in the psternity of that proviso it should
be Joha C, Calhoun, and not Davy Wilmot!
It should be callpd the Calhoun Proviso!
and that for many and cogent reasons. In
the first place he was pearly thirty years
ahead of Davy in the support of this proviso.
In the second places,

g & southern man.

lhlﬁia:dpl'*qlulvu part of the velo
power wheis three votes. were & majority
Dary oply.a member of the legisistive pow-
er, where' it vequires s mejority of both
houses te do ag. In the fourth place,
Cafhoun' wiis siccessful, Davy isnot. Fin-

alty, Davy’s proviso is o v"k'mﬂ.'i_'m:i

to prevent slavery from ‘being whete it i

not, sl whide it never will be; Calhoun’s
proviso was s msaly blow to kill slavery
where it then esiited by law, and where it|
would aow sxist ia pointof fact if that blow
hed not been struck. . The proviso of . Mr.|

Calbous ssseally sbolished slavery whers
it existed by law—in ail the upper hall

Louisiazas—{rom 36 —80 to 49, and from

w8 lii sac)SHRTS MR

H 1

each—mors
Yew Mexico and Oregon put together.

)Spin'i:'gﬁg;ma-m submitted by the| = .
-G. Berry, inths Senate, relatite to

iCalhoun reproached him with it in the

the truth of history.

. abolitionist; bat it was not all. There was

m‘ﬂnﬂ,lnd between Texas and the 86 deg:
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Over ol this vast territory the proviso, sup-
ported by Calhoun, abolished slavery—
abojished it, then existing by law—and shut
it up from the sleve emigration of the South.
And now what becomes of the dogma, in
his mouth and that of his followers, so re-
cently invented, of no power in Congress to
legislate upin the subject of slavery in ter-
ritories ? whatbecomes, in their mouths, of
the new fangled point of honor, just felt for
the first time in thirty years, of insult to
slave States in their exclusion from settle-
ment in the territories bought by the blood
and treasure of the whole Union? Louisi-
ana was a territory, and Congress legisiated
upon slavery in'it, and legislated 'slavery
out of a million of square miles of it, and
Mr. Calhoun supported that legislation;
Louisisna was a teiritory acquired by the
treasure, if not by the blood, of the whole
Union 3 and the proviso of 1820 lupported‘
by Mr. Calhoun, shut up the one half of it
from slave emigration. If that is insult, he
and his followers have stood being insulted
most remarksbly well for about thirty years;
and, perbaps, would consalt their own self
respect, and lose nothing in public opinion,
if they should continue standing it with like
fortitude for the remainder of their lives,

I do not quote this conduct of Mr. Cal-
houn in giving the answers which he did to
Mr. Monroe’s interrogatories, for the pur-
pose of vindicating the right of Congress to
prohibit, or abolish slavery iu territories.
When I feel it necessary to vindicate that
right I shall liave recourse to very different
authority from that which can be quoted
on every side of every question it ever
touched. . 1 quote it for a very dil'erenl‘
purpose for the purpose of shutling up the
months of his followers as completely as it
shut up his own from the day he was con-
fronted with it. From that dsy to the pres-
ent he bas never mentioned his resolutions!
never oalled for that vote upon them which!

he declared himself determined to have
when he introduced them!

In giving his cabinet support, where his
voice was so polential, to the abolition of l
slavery over a million of square miles in
Louisiana, Mr. Calhoun did more than any
man hss ever done towards sbolishing
slavery in the world. Holding, as he did,
the one fiftli part of the veto power, snd
commading as his position was, as a south-

the Texas cession on the other, was open
to the formation of two respectable slave
States. Mr. Callioun was then still cabinet
minister—Seeretary at war-“had the In-
dians under his care—and was riding the
hobby of their civilization. He required
this strip to be given up to the Indians for
their permanent abode; and thus it, also,
was lost to the slave States. "All Louisiana
was then gone from them except the frag-
ment which was contained in the States ‘of
Missouri and Louisian, and in the tearitory
of Arkansas. Even thisfragment appeared
to be too much to be left to the slave States,
and a slice forty miles wide, and three hun-

dred miles long, was cut off from Arkansas

and given to the Indians; and the slave-
holders with the slaves upon the slice, were
required to remove from the cut off part,
and fsli back within the contracted limits.
This wasdone by Indian treaty—the treaty
negotiated by a profege of Mr. Calhoun’s.
He was then Vice President of the United
States, and President of the Senate—I was
& member of the Senate—opposed the rati-
fication of the treaty—and came within one
or two votes of defeating it. The slightest
help from Mr. Callioun would have defeat-
ed it, and saved the slave State of Arkansas
that territory, snd those salt springs, the
loss which she now has to lament. Taken
all together—the compromise—the Texas
cession—the Indian domain and the slice
from Arkensas, and Mr. Calhoan did more,
in less time, to abolish slavery, diminish
its area, and increase that of free soil, than
any man that has ever appeared on the face
of the earth; and of this the anti-slave party
of the north were fully sensible, and duly
greatful. They gave proofoftheir gratitude.
Mr. Calhoun was then candidate for Vice
President of the United States : he became
the favorite of the north—beating even Mr.
Adams, himgelf, on the free soil track. He
beat him six votes in New York—ran head
and neck with him through New Hampshire,
Vermont end Rhode Island—was even
through Massachusetts—and came out a
nose shead on the nothern track. He ac-
tually beat Mr. Adems in abolition States
—and with justice. He had done more
than him for free soil, and with more merit,
being himself an inhabitant of slave soil. 1T
told him all this in my first Calhouniac, in
the Senate of the United States, four days

ern man end a cabinet minister—a leading
cabinet minister—the largest question ever
started of free or slave soil, was then in his
hands; and he decided it in favor of fiee.
It was an immense boon to the anti-s'avery
party, then so numerous and ardent; but it
was not the only service which he then
rendered them. Texas was then ours—a
pert of Louisiana—to the lower Rio Grande;
large enough to form six great, or ten com-
mon States. It was all slave territory, and
looked to as the nstural outlet of the south-
ern States, with their grest increasing
slave population. It was given to the King
of Spsin—given awsy by treaty, snd that
treaty the work of Mr. Monroe’s cabinet—
Mr. Calhoun being a member. And here
there is 'no room for denial or non-recollec-
tion. For s long time Mr. Adams bore the
blame of that cession. A friend of Mr.

House of Representatives. Mr. Adams was
then alive, sud present, and soon vindicated
He showed that there
was'a division in the esbinet upon the point:
he was against it—Mr. Calhoun for it—and
Mr. Calhoun being a southern man, and the
majority of the csbinet southern, he car-
ried tlie day, and Texas was lost. [ was
not then in public life, but I wrote against
that act, blaming Mr. Adams when I should
have blamed Mr. Calhoun. By that ces-
sion the expansion of slavery was stopped;
the growth of slave States in the south west
wis stopped ; three hunred and fity thou-
sand square miles subject to Americen
slavery, was cut off from Amjerican domin-
ion'and presented to a foreign King. This
was_ another great gratification to the

& strip of land, about large emough for two
States, lying upon the Arkanass and Red

after he put in his fire brand resolutions, in
my speech to show him to be the trus author
of the Mexicen war. This is what I then

'said to him:

¢[his conduct of the Senator, in giving
away Texas when we had her, and then
meaking war to get her back. is an enigma
which he has never yet condescended to
explain, and which, until explained, leaves
him in 2 state of self-contradiction, which,
whether it impairs his own confidence in
himself or not, must have the effect of de-
stroying the cocfidence of others in him,
and wholly disqualifying him for the office

of champion of the slaveholding States. It
was the heaviest blow they had ever re-

ceived, and put an end, in conjunction with
the Missouri compromise, and the perman-
ont location of the Indians west of the Mis-
sissippi, to their future growth or extension,
ss tlave States beyond the Mississippi.
The compromise, which was - then in full
progress, and established at the next ses-
sion of Congress, cut off the slave States
from all territary north and west of Missouri,
and south of thirty-six and a half degrees of
north lstitude; the treaty of 1819 ceded
nearly all south of that degree, comprehend-
ing not only sll Texas, but a large part of
the valley of the Mississippi, on the Red
river and the Arkansas to a foreign Power,
and brought a non-slavebolding empire to
the confines of Louisiana and Arksnsas ; the
permanent appropriation of the restof the
territory for the abode of civilized Indians,
swept the little slaveholding territory west
of Arksnsas, and lying between the com-
promise line snd the cession line; and left
the slave States without one inch of ground
for their future growth. Nothing was left.
Even the then territory of Arkansss was
encroached upon. A breadth of forty miles

from her, and given to the Cherokees, and

wide, and thres hundred long, wes cut off

[NO8

westdlthe Mississippias a dove vould have
rested the vole of her foot upom. If ‘whs
not merely'a eurtsilment, but a total ex-
tinetion of Slavehslding territory ; 'and done
st a time whel‘the Missourl controversy
was raging, and every effort made by
northern aboliti )
slave States. The s-u!% Do, Soutb
Carolina, in his support of the, gesgion, sof
Texes, and. ceding a part of the: of

ally of the restrictionists atthat time, snd
deprives him of the right'df setting up'ss
the champion of the slave States now. 1
denounced the sacrifice of Texas then, be-
lieving Mr. Adams to have been the author
of it; T denounce it now, knowing the Seng-
tor from South Carolina to be its author;
and for this—his flagrant recreancy to the
slave interest in their hour of utmost peril
~—1 hold him disqualified for the office of
champion of the fourteen slave States, (for
Delaware cannot be eounted) and shell
certainly require him to keep out of Mis-
souri, and to confine himself to his own
balliwick, when he comes to discuss his
string of resolutions.’

In these terms I reprosched him to his
face for his recreancy to the slave States
when he was catering for free soil votes,
He wis forced to answer, and to admit the
vote in Mr. Monroe’s. cabinet in favor of
giving away Texss, and in conformity to
which vote the trealy was made ; but with
respect to the Missoari compromise, and
the abolition question he gave an answer
which appeared to be plausible then but

fortunate of his life.
to me.

‘I have now met, and I trust; successful-
ly repelled all the charges made by the
Senator from Missouri, except those re-
lating to the Missouri compromise, and the
abolition question at that period, for which
I am in no way responsible. I wasnot then
in Congress. I filled the office of Secre-
tary of War at the time, and lisd no agency
or control over it

This was his answer—the whole that he
chose to give. I did not then know of
the proof of the cabinet consultation, and of
his opinion at the council table in snswer
to Mr. Monroe’s two questions. The proofs
had not then come to light, and he was safe
for the time, in disclaiming sll responsibili-
ty for the Missouri compromise, and the
consequent abolition of slavery by alaw of
Congress, in upwards of ons halfof »ll
Louisiana; he was safe in taking refuge un-
der the declaration that he was Secretary
of War, and not a member of Congress, and,
consequently, had no agency in this act, or
any control over it. This was a plausible
answer at the time ; and he stood scquitted
for the moment. The discovery of the
proof the next year, ( 1848) reverses the ac-
quitsl—establishes his agency in the Mis-
souri compromise act, his control over it,
and his responsibility for it- | True, he was
not a member of Congress in 1820, to give
a vote amounting to but little among two or

He said. in his reply

souri compromise, but he was a cabine!
minister to give s heavy vote, onein Hive,
for or against its approval. He was not a
part of the legislative power, but he was of
the veto power; and he gave his vote for
the approval, and against the vefo. This
shows that he had agency in the question,
and control over it, and is respousible for
it. Considering his position as a southern
man, and his weight in Mr, Monroe’s ad-
ministration, and he is the responsible man

were sontliern, and if he had made the stand
then which he does now, he must have
vetoed the act—on the contrary he went
for it, and passed it—passed the act of Con-

and abolishing it over a million of square
miles—and now treats such a law as a vio-

dies!

1 am mortified to dwell upon Mr. Cal-

30 min. of north latitude. This strip having

[escaped the compromise line on one side,and

there was not as much slave territory left

o stap the growih ol

the Mississippi, was then the most eBcientiand

which turned out to be one of the most un-|*Y

three hundred others, for or against the Mis-| ...

for that act. The maj.rity of the cebipet

gress legislating upon slavery in territories,

lation of the constitution, and an insult to
the slave States, for which nullification,
disunion, and civil war sre the proper. reme-

houn. ' Tt is neither my habit, nor my pleas-
ure to speak of men. Tn near thirty years
that [ have been in Congress [ have never

doso. He'ls the prims mover: o
contriver. ['liave had no chance tosnswer
him in the Senate, snd. it willnot-do toaliow
him to take a snap jadgment; upon. mp »in
Missouri, and carry disunion resolutions in
my own State-whickriie bus Yéeh forced
sbandon in-the Senste. "Duly to
ftry requires me to answer

ol réasons yeinfotee that ptiBlic’

tion: Hip Duff, Greeny Tolegraph com-
rmeecsd u?oo at the same timeitdigmp-

on Jackson, and 'ﬁm the samg cey —he-
55 Uit e
.‘m‘ 8y

caise we #tood _
miey, B his’ own Stite" of
where I'mever was e Gragge:
that of Gen. Houstin :
tuents, andd d-us of defestipwto
m -l ! L J‘.h “- e .‘. : et
would not join hita in,hig, soheueal o
ern convention, to srray ons hallgfthe U~
nion sgainst the other, and form A Squther
confnderacy. “ It wnﬂ_nn_ L] ‘{. :
upon two absent gentlemen, ‘snd who, &3
Senators, were entitled to Senatorial o
esy from him. . Neither General Hous
nor myself it right to suffer such an
sttack to pess with impunity: but we 'did
not think the floos of the Senate the proper
place for replying to an attack made vut of
doors. The forum of our nquetlul:rul
was deemed the troper,phu. He bad 2s-
suiled us before his conmstituents, and we
determined to snswer him before onrs.—
Gen. Houston has replied. * He did so du-
ring the session of Con in & pub-
lished to_his constituentsi - It was
published while Mr. Calhoun wetin the city,
and where he might answep It if be pleaged.
He nid not 30 plesse. He s10od mute—as
if the antagonist was nét worthy of rotice
—a privilege ol dignity which did not ‘be-
long to him after he had began the aitack.
He said nothing ; and in thathe did better
thay when he denied his suppartof tha Mis-
souri compromise act. He did wellin say-
ing nothing, It was a.case in which public
attention should not be raised by controver-
. Houstin soon showed what the eha
of “defection” meant; and then ourried |
war into Africa. HE ed bim with his
designs against the Union for, twenty yenre
put? and‘s:spported what he seid by an ar-
ray of facts which_co either be ex-
lained away nor denied, = That addrese of
ouston’s should be republished the
papers friendly to the U\Rdl' “nw !
truth and patriotism—worthy of the disci
of Jackson—and killing to Calhoun..
did well not to fix public atiention upor: it
by replying to it. I told Houston that ¥
should re ry in a speeck to my couslituentis;
and thatg am now doing.. SRR =
This is one of my. Teasony for dwell
ing on Mr. Calhoun: but I have another, whick
1 will now state. Inthe year 1844, as it will be
rembered, when my fifth election was; coming
round there was an izati inst me in

it all come fram; and the source has since beemy
suthentically revealed fo me. There is a law in
the moral world -whieh “murder will out,”—

ployed to do the work upen me, and ;wha was

then a stranger to me, and afterwards ‘

revealed the plot to me, and placed in m
original letter of which this

i

an of instructions,
is an exiract: bas
“With regard lo the course: of your Pﬁ
you m.hh.e the tone of the Administration .
= 4

commend that you weuld cenfine yoursell' tor at-

pon Benton, . ; that he  basiallied:
himsell’ with the Whigs on the Texas question,
Quote Jackson’s letter on Texas, w de-

of
himsell

arfect satisfaction, m
to our s |
our Yeading friend ummm‘ﬁ. ,
I recommend, and which you ecan’
to your resl atfachment’
to the Administration.” ©¢ ,® . ®. .. %
«Look out for my leader, of tomorsow, as, an_
indicator, and regurd this Tetter as of The fhost
strict and inviolsie confidence of charsster.” ™"~
1 read this extrachto Mr. Calhoun, in the Sems !
ate of the United States, in Febr 1947—.
four days after his fire-brand r y
introduced. - He said he did not write it. m 1
he did not, Neither did he write thé papésyof:

course which

the A, B. against M wiord, ‘:lhr
tmluﬁump%: the Jast Hi: I ‘
bly. Heis no “lh?ln. BMM

w is to gointe :
:t,or dng?olo his own. ' But \be was: b

of Statq under Tyler at the time, and had,
mivion over three hundred newspa to A
of which the same’instruefions were listed—

y ..;m | muidates :
Presidantial election, and in the State of
e Vo St 5 i
cial to ;’.dr-.: Zub.nu ;

obeyed was smi-u.s.'au..-ah?..g %
[ Continued on 47k poge.] St N




