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grounds of the American Bottom, and cov- the other as to whathad becomg of hisgjand|  Some handred
ered the cornfields attached to the French it wasonly threats of severe punjshment ‘E*Ptikofﬂnn of the
villages. The ‘common field,’ belonging to finally overcame the tegrs of,qud, - .

Ste. Geuievieve, were on the bottom land |from the boy who did?

adjacent 1o the river, much of which bas|uf what heppened. . An effort Was piac
since been swept away, and the steamboats|immediately to' asseertain the situstion: »f!,

':'rho ent unusual rise in the “Great

Furnishes occasion for some historical sketch,
«af'former floods. .

While De Sotd and his part  wers st an

#*Rio Grande;” as thR"Spaniurds called the

when ha

The rise in 1811 apr}.e.ad over the low certain information could be drawn  from| A CURI.OUS

-

e
e deed, “cunfespion '

:
"

J Six
run now gver the same spot. The water thelittle fellow,& afford liim rebiclif he wAs!,poof readers wers amplayed, who,
entirely submergsd the field and neaclyinct beyond ita power. R Lo ' '

covered the growing corn. Father Max-|gether, with a‘stone atta o
Hiver”-~for thisis the trué Ahnriginalmmé]well, the priest, as'some cf the inhabitants|and au attempt whs made _h_-:,_'{_‘
| Mississippi, (as Marquette first wrote it,) of Ste. Genervieve narrated the story more|depth benealli; butma¥e thaw'ys
. than thirty years since, was waited on by repe wer:'fm}nlfyedlqvnf;mb _
the panic-stricken inhabitants togdprey away be reached.

the water.” He gave noencmt

ion'thc western bunk of thefirst,until he preeeived the waterat e stand, [tion, except that the pit was free from cigite pastes

d to the corn growers to damp or impure air, as far down &8 tlig Professvrs thought that they had attain-
iver, which, from its elevated position,’ in-|drive off the waters by ssying mssses, for althe candle descended. Night came onyleg the object far which they had been striv-

wsr’._ﬁufnm

A highted candle
ement at|down, but its light gave no hopeful indice-((wg whe

HISTO

ars agq- " =
e

urs to the reading of each page,e
end, (it was thought 1o be per nplec
m; thelup in the ball of the Uhibersity, with

of £50 would
0-could ‘digeoter @

of |tification ghet s | ard
1d|psid-to qpy persos
Jetleiror, gch psge Wapspffered

e <
in the place where,it bad 'been|barking, and my. i
fore lher work was printed, and 'ihlﬂ‘fglw 'l‘!_,b!"ui:tb" !

aroh 1642, ihiere was a rise in the river/gain was struck, the masses were said,and
o as to cover all the surrounding country|to the faith an astonighment of the owners,
s far as the eyé could reach. In the vil-{the waterssuddenly retired from their fielis,
lage, represented to have been on high The ground was sonn dry, the corn loo_hﬁ
ground, the water rose from five to six feet|green, and priest shared in the luxuriant

above the earth so as the ouly place of

icates the site of Helena, in Arkansas, in|shere of all the eorn they'raised. The bar-jand =il further effor's had l'n'.i ing. . Wlhen the work was issued, it way

crop. The American settlers were such!

shelter ‘was the lofts of their cabins. Bolhlhemlics »8 to think the waters would have

e Indisns end Spaniards went in conoes
from house to house. It remaiued at this

subsided, and the corn have grown without
the masses of Pere Maxwell, who could

height fopseveral days and then subsided|‘play’ all sorts of *tricks’ snd ‘turn up a

rapidly. © The historian does not inform us
e their horses found footing and sub-
isfence, of which they had about three
i dred that survived the flood.
earliest authentic account of the A-
o Bottom being submerged isin 17-
A document is to be found in the ar-
of -Kaskaskia, which consists of &
n Lo the Crown of France, in 1725,
grant of land, in which the damage
ined the preceeding year—( 1725, ) by
ise of the water, is menticned. he
ers were driven to the Bluffs on the
ite sMle of the Kuskaskia river; their

gar%lnd corn fields destroyed, and their

buildiigs and property much injuerad, We
have #lo evidence of its exact height, but
the #hole Americen Bottom was subwerg-
ed. §.This was probably in June,

was a tradition among the old
sople tlurty years since,tl.at there
raordinary rise of the river be-

or. pri scgount ofit. . ‘

do the year 1772 another flood came, and
portions & the American Botlom were a-
gain covsfed. Fort Chartres, in 1766,sto0d
halfl a from the Mississigpi river;in
177644 25 eighty yards.. Two years after,
Capt. Bittman, who surveyed the Fort in
17 ates: 4"

e bank of the Mississippi, next the
ofl, is continually falling in, being worn
iway by the current, which-has been turn-
its course by a sand bank, now in-
creasdd to a considerable island. covered
with willows. Many experiments have been
tried mj‘: this growing evil, but to no
urpofe. Eight years ago the river was
Ku’d\lﬂo to the h{nnd; the channel is now
etdeap.”
ut the yesr 1770, the river made fur-
&t encroachments; but in 1778, when it
rudlud portions of the American Bottom,
Mt swept away the land to the Fort, and un-
dermined the wall on that side, which tum-
bled into the river. A large and heavily
tipbered island now occupies the ‘sand bar’

of Capt, Pittman’s tinve, between which and|

the site of the Fort s slough runs.
‘he next period of extreme "high water

2950, but | fud no wrilten|

trump’ for himself.

Thatseason proved a very sickly one

throughout the country.

In 1824, which was an unusually rainy

season, from April to the last of June, the

river overflowed its banks oppositeSt. Louis,
and arose in the lower room in the old sture
st the foot of Oak street,(then kept by Mr.

John Shackford,) about five feet. It over-
flowed all the low grounds about 1llinojs-

town. The next rise was of the same
hieigth, in 1826. Many of the citizens of
St. Louis will recollect when theEast bank
of the river opposite Osk street was where
the Island now is, which was farther up

houses =t and sbout whera the dike joins
the Island, and a ferry of the French fash-

¢rn side has been swept away since 1820.—

the banks are widened, and bars form in the
channel and in the time of flood,the surface

ry in this article.

Good Joke on a widower,

its truth. It is the best joke we havehear
of lately:

a somewhat gallant disposition, had been
eccustomed to visit the residence of widow
M—— whether to see the amiable widow
hersell, or her lovely daughlers,our inform-
sutdid not know. One evening lie found
the family party hard at work on some gar-
ments of cloth, The girls were sewing,and

wa in 1785, during which Kaskaskis; Ka-

hokia, and lurge portions of the Amerigan|

the widow was pressing the seems. The

Bofom wera submerged. The late Gen.|Widower “hung up his hat,”” as usual, and
Edgar informed the writer that in Kaskes-|190k his seat by the fire; just at thismoment

kis|the wator rose to the surface of |I|a1=
: ill of thie house of the' lste Robert
Moriison; Eeq.,but that in one place where
the Gourt House stood s few years since,
the glound wesabove the water. That sea-
inbabitants passed by means of wa-
througdh the prairies and lakes from
ato Beskaskis, Thisftood destroy-
1e clops, and did much damage a-
Freuch villages on the American

wers high waters so as to overflow
nds, ‘and fill'the Jlakes ‘and
slonghs ap the American bottoms, at other
s but nose thet'de-
serve attehtion in this sketch until thatof
is in the maully of many of
living. It was in the
‘hlrag as the earth-

been known to visit the widow M., since
that memorsble evening.

e - -
“Phis flood \wis in*ﬂ' from the annual
1 lissouri, as were the preceding
ed, which is not the case with the
ent bigh water. “The flood in the Mis-
souri alWay's agours between the fifteenth
sand thirtieth of June, snd is caused by the

the last' Abingden Virginian the following
account of one of the most remarkable es-

capes probably on_‘g_ocord. It was moat
miraculous:

&' _@pows meiling in the mountains atthe hesds| The children of Mr. Geopga Hickao, &
" of the Main Missouri, o-;:‘mm'ﬁ, citizen of Scolt county, were playing io-
ellow Sione; whigh i¥ ig. & jgors Mouthern gether in a feld, snd’ af the mouth of a
o .ﬁ‘!a ﬂinm athomless sink hale.  In their gambols,one
Bt Just of May or first of (0f them, about eight or ten years of age,
¥ Juge. , of Water in both|pushed bis litile' brother. sboat four years
the api: sppedrs to be(old be over the edge and down into
- csased by gduf a;. orth while the 'deep” dark: pitbeldw. It was some
in this it s been upusually dry. \time sfter the child was missed, before any

il 4

it happened that the widow had done with

the pressing iron, (vulgo, tailor’s goose. )~
She set it down on the hearth; and called to
ber negro man ih s loud voice—*Jake!Jake!
come.and take out this goose.”

The widower stertéd upwith astonishment,

nol knowing what to make of this abrubt oy-
der. “Jake! do you hear me?” again ex-

claimed the widow. ey
“I beg your pardon, Mrs. M.,”” said the
widower, with visible agitation, “but pray,

don’t call Jake—if you wish me to leave/but once! However this msy be, we sre
your house, I will go at once, and witnoat
the interference of servants.”

The ladies rosred with loughter, and it
took some moments to explain totlie chag-
rided widower hir mistake. He has not

" Extraonpinany Escars.—We find in

for the time abandongd. ;. On the next
further trials were made of the pit, but wi
no better.sucoess. I despair, the Franticliing of the first p

ut to give up all hapes offghould sceur s
recovery or relieving their little inuocent,! wiich bave been ufed. aftew full and sty
and preparations were being made to close| 3

up the mouth of the pit, to prevent a hike|qp, b 2 W jght, car-
occurence in the future, whea it was sug- scemsh reading.cad (NG Mrireh; on
gested that another and a final ‘effort have some litthe excugepfor «thase com-
\should be made by letting some indivjdual priled to read proofi at  two or thyee
d{:um bydmpel o examine the naturd#f the |’ lock in the mominj‘h

abyss and agcertain if there was any encouy-|i, ord iss th !
sgement for further eflorts to be found be- i eeSer not tomise theggee

4d8Y,| disoovered . thet -#averal errors had

parents were

committed—one of which was in .
Il case of thiskix
t. all the precau

pérs al errors in morvingmewapapers

then in 8 hurgy

e L

low. A brother of the lost child undertook
the fearful task. Cords were fastened 3-
round his waist and limbs, and one to his
wrist by which e might indicate to those
sbove, his wighws either to descend or tobe
drawn up. He was lowered, until hav-
ing gone to the depthof aboul filty feet, he
lovked below lim, and there shone through

\he was standing on a shelf or angle in the
{shaflt, with the child clasped to his bosom.
the riverand nearer the St. Louis shore.— |He fastened the little felloy to his own body,
There was a village of some twenty small end bidding him take the rope firmly in his

ion, (two cenoes with a light platform over in a few mivutesthey rose within view of
tiem,) crossed the villoge to the foot of|the hundred anxious spgctatorsy who had
Oak street. Letany one now look from that|assembled to wigness the
street, dcross the river, and he will see it is the first glimpsa of the dittle fellow alive
some yards above the dike, At least one-
third of the width of the river on the East-

It is the general law of the Missouri and the{from the eyes of every beholder.—
Mississippi, that the more confined is the|After the first paroxysins of delight had
watel, the deeper will it excavate its omn|sub-ided. the child wos examined to seeif it
channel aad the less danger is there of its|liad sustained suy injury, and, extraordin-
ovarﬂowi;g the .dj.cent bottoms. And as sryto tell, with the exception of a little

the thick aarkness two glisting eyes intent-
ly looking upward. In another moment

hands, the signal was given to draw up.—
| The child hung convulsively to the rope,and

icaughl their eager gaze,scresms and shouts
of joy from the excited multitude filled the
sir, and big tears of sympathy started

whrn

|bruise on the back of its head, it was per-
ifectly sound and unhurt. The only com-

SAN FRANCISCO.

x = Yoo bt -
We conversed yesterdsy with a gentles ij:hl:::::rw.'* ;
man who left San Francicco on the 16th of| wip thigty yesrs coate =
last month, eleven days al‘teg"_‘ih devasta-
ting fire of the 4th. Already there were|shall have built my house, sind kindled

nearly five liundred new tensments in va-/my own hearth—whenghe

bave : 5
rious stages of erection, many of them $o) planted areabout to bisom and bear. fruit. lﬁ "R
far completed as to be nccupit’ﬁ.-_' " This ra- Hf- will seem most "“"‘m-l"!'.'“‘i ®
pidity may be sccounted for by the faobof :
a great quantuy of building materials being
for sale, ready framed and quickly pat to-
pether, and the presence of a great
of mechanics.—[Nat. lat. 3

Al

A Puzzieo Prorsssor.—In ! class in
college thers was a member no:ipd for his
waggery. Ope day the Professge of Logic
was codeavoring to substantiate that =
thing remaing the same, notwithslasdiog =
snbstitution iusome of its parts.
who had been exercising the Yg‘ilu art of
whittling, at length Lald up his jsck kaife
inquiring: ;
‘Suppose I should logs the blade of my
knife, and should get another made and in-

gerted in its place—would itbe the same
knife it was befors?? i

number

Our wag,

1Y _mz :
vk e b

2

*How short a time!" exclsimed uﬂm

1
Naturel grédit me a lopger o
“Th o g - - ‘F“ .m“
h'du.'?h.'*..h'-.‘m- L AT “*“
“That is net yol mh" r o Al ¥ e
‘Take likewise: the twelva gears,of, thy

M- flis-ar & =40 Rin)

* ‘Itis ot yet suffigent,’ r-herl% mﬂ"

me u:‘.? ’ o i ; e i
I give thee, thefk; she ten yeags of

ya . &
el e
T r . DR

) s life are i

;i.,,,,u.;,-_u.;a..maa '-m:" .

cheerfully, and r:ti in his hoey , |

S e e T

" g i

l';."’: that 1: ';n teed :::rr:ﬂ blows and

are the wages of his faithful sepvich. . The,

years of the dog follow, sad he loses bis tee

snd lies in & corner and growls.,

MATRIMONY MADE EASY,

The editor of the Portland Transcript,
|who must be a bachelor, from the way he
'talks, makes the following suggestions rel-
\ative to the united state of malrimony:
Gerrive Marrigp.~This very interest-
ing event in'a woman’s life must be very

water 18 raised in proportion and the banks plaint it made was that it was huegry, be-| *To be sure” replied the Pofessor.
are overflowed. The great flovd of 1844,|ing nearly twenty-seven hiours under the
is 80 recent that no notice of it is necessa- ground. To inquirics niade of it, it replied| . i
thet it saw a light and hesrd it thunder.— other, would it be the same still?’
From the nature of the pit it appeared that|
jthe little fellow had fallen a perpendiculer plied. :
A correspondent at Holly Springs, Mis- distance of 40 feet, upon aslope or bend in| *But if somebody should find the old
sissippi, tells the following, and vouches for the shaft, and from that place had slided blade snd the vld handle, snd should put
d'du"n 20 feet further to the spot where lwrlll?ln togetlier, what kuife wounld that
was found, leaning sgainst a sort of pillar be?’ o
.. . lor wall, gazing upward. How he escaped, We never heard the Professor’s an-
It appears that a widower in thattown,of i, stan destruction is beyond all Becount.. '

|
Swer.

'which, translated, is—*Po everythisg, and
\say nothing.” Itis worlliy of being remem-
{bered. How many open themselves to ri-
(dicule by prating of schemes ultimately un-
successfull How many cattheirown throats

afforded to cackle after the egg is laid.

‘Well, then,’ the wag contifived, suppose
I should then lose the handle, snd get au-

*Olgcourse!” the Professar again re-

Sensible Mullo.»<Thers is an Iuliznphnlp.

wilh their own tongues! sufficient time is

. |spakoi of in the same breath with a bloom-

trying to the perves of some of our delicate
young ladies! No doubt your buxeom wid-
ow,wlio has buried her third busband,thinks
it a very trifling affair, but she bas- lost the
freshuess of her feelings, and is pot to be

ing maiden, As theresult of much philo-
sophical investigation, (for like Washington
Irving, we have *“speculated much about

jincline to the opinion thet a person can ex-

popular with sentimel

matrhony,” but never experimented,) we
perience the sensslion of getting married|

glad to be able 10 stule to those who have
serious thoughts of committiog watrimony,
that it is in our power to give them a valu-
able“hint a8 to the best mode of getting
through the ceremony. We have lieard of

etting married by steam aud telegrapl,
Ent we have now to propose s most originel
plan, which maybe called marrisge made

the promised land! i:"!l
ohlor:fo'nn will undoy bp

gome ve
-"hﬁiu.l. 9,

?

- Nothing humbler® thutriy
is about to climb,

ensy. We recently overheard two'youngf *

riad by

Varvanus Inyormarior——Abont 2 o'clock
on a December night, when the thermome-
ter stood in the neighborhood of zers, a
party of wags lialifed & farm-house in a ve-
ry boisterious manner.
out of his warm bed,drew on a few articlas
of clothing, and ren out to see what was
wanted, when the following dislogté oceur-

£'Have you any bay, M———?"

“Plenty of it, sir.”?

“Have you plenty of corn?”
“Yes? TR I
‘_'Plent; ofmeal and breadstuff””
“Yes.” '

“Well we are very glad to hear it, for
they are very useful inofamily!” '

‘Lse party then drove offjleaving the far-
) his reflections. ' "
[ ¥

ie,” #aid a little curly headed “boy

Among the contributions at the World's
Fair frdom Virginia, is a piano which dis-
e ‘|eoutses -delightful music with & violin ac-
onwhen it companiment; played by miachinery.i

stored'wil

The farmer sprang

i ke

are gone, thegpe’s ten years form the conclu-
uin.gm'l'he -;!ni:.w ,ml'dl!y -

iwd children. b “ )

In Icelend, if a minor commits an offence;.
the parents arearrested, and.. w
can satisfactorly prove that they, |
forded the child all necessary oppop -
for instruction, the penlllﬁ‘ . Uy .
falls upon them, and the child is placed Gae
der instruction. N

o EALILOIND il
>~

Clergical Advice;
A youny clérgyman once ﬂn’i_dll‘i_ﬁﬂ-ﬁ

| Bellamy witly the il:gniry, « Whist strali Ldo
to snpply mysel'wi

muttek fornetinns?™
The Doetor quaintly replied; Al wp theo

cadk—~FILL UF THE CARK} ' yowl
tap it any where you wil #goads -
strewry, But j you pot in but listls, ity
willgribile, dridhle, dribide, ypd Y9 WS,
lap, lap, tapsand then you will have but a

small stream after all.  Let i’*ﬁ o,

Clifist dwell i you vichly, in o}l wigdam,”™
an:!ﬂ;:f ; atz -h::h:&u‘%mmi'

wend will/
il

write
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of the Sons of Te
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