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No ' Nation Gam Be Free Without a Free Press
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Drocrram of suDDression first the nress. I
I one what weighty and immediate reasonsrr tiii ntB rtus tmxti uaoxi.
there were for the assembling 01 tne r rce,
Preca Defpnse Tacrue? And can there be '

TS npcpssarv that vc who have ... . a y -
doubt as to the motives or uome in ae--onvpn of our money and our serv

ices in the struggle for the pres-
ervation of the free press should

tutions is bound up in the freedom and the
fidelity of its press. Realizing this fact,
and knowing further, that in the indict-
ment of The Menace upon a technical;
charge of publishing obscene matter, the'
Roman hierarchy had but begun a new at-

tack in Its nationwide campaign to destroy
those newspapers and magazines which
dare to criticize it, men of courage and de-

votion organized The Free Press Defense
League.

then the school, then the church? j

But let us hear Thomson, bosom friend!
and commentator upon the works of John I

Milton, whose inspired pen gave us "Para-- !
dise Lost"

"A free Protestant country without the liberty of the j

press is a contradiction in terms ; it is free slavery or en-

chained liberty. Light and darkness are cot more opposite )

than liberty and the deprivation of the means of being ra- -

tional"

manding the muzzling of the press7
If there is such doubt, it can be re-

moved by these words of Manton Marble:fmm time to time, in order that
"Upon public abuses the cress turns the collected flamtiwe may the more readily arouse those who

have fallen asleep upon their rights, give f ti nnrUu and icorchet them to cinders. Arainst thrl
countleu wronys, the injustice and oppressions or mama-..- .

. itreasons for the faith that is in us.
nais, li wares perpeiuat wax.

The Free Press Defense League came
Does every word of that utterance

seem aimed at Rome? Only because Romeinto being to protect and enhance no oan
gerous nor worthless right of the Amer
inn npfinlp Tfc was born to serve no par

This man knew of -- the struggle of,
learning, of liberty and the freedom of the
press, which was nurse and foster mother
to both, against the papacy from the be-
ginning. He knew the disposition and the
ways of "unchanging, infallible Rome."

t was the noet Milton himself, who.

has chosen to be from the beginning ana
will persist unto the end the chief enemy ofhnt all the DooDle who hold1

1 dear liberty of speech. and thought and freedom of expression, or thought ana. pi
action. : ...... ri, ;action, particularly as these appertain to

the nress. the schools and the churches. What does the free press mean to its possessors? "The
press is the steam engine of mors! power," says the great

When the first imprint issued from the
Hn nrrcs. the crenius of civiliza- - Chatfleld, "which, directed by the spirit or tne are, wiu

eventually crush imposture, superstition and tyranny. The

Objects of the League

Wilbur F. Phelps, founder of The
Menace, was made president Jacob L
Sheppard, of Ft Scott, Kas., an attorney
of national reputation and upon more than
one occasion the successful defender of the "

freedom of the press in court, volunteered
his services as chief counsel and organizer
of the league. Mr. Sheppard agreed to
serve without pay, thereby relinquishing sl

fee that would have amounted approxi-
mately to $25,000.

The Free Press Defense League, born
in a crisis and devoted to the common
good, was dedicated to these purposes:

Tn nrotcct the freedom of the press.

in pleading for the freedom of the press,
called attention to the fact that THE
PAPACY, UPON THE PLEA OF OB-

SCENITY, FOR HUNDREDS OF YEARS
SUPPRESSED THE BIBLE ITSELF.
With this same nlea. couched in the form

liberty of the press is the true measure of all other liberty.

for all freedom without this must be merely nominal. o
tion turned her face to the East to behold
a new dawn. Liberty, that had languished
in chains, felt the thrill of the coming day stifle the nascent thought is a moral infanticide, a ireasoc

against human nature. What can a man call his own if his

thought does not belong to him?"when she should enter into her own. of a federal indictment,
.

it today seeks to
m m a. 14Among the first fruits of the press,

rViVh in Rnitfl of fndexes and interdictions. Thus sneak the chamnions of liberty
r

inquisitions, racks and fagots, brought
knowledge to the masses, was a measure
nf rl ion ons liberty. Until the first press

in all lands. They who have borne the
brunt of the fighting; they who have looked
on with intelligent eyes, and they who have
by their very opposition to the freedom of' . i r i 1.1.1. lz ! . whenever and wherever assailed in court,

in legislature, by mob or by murder.
Tn free fhe schools from all sectarian

silence its cntics who dare in not too
thoroughly emasculated English, give
public information as to the practices of
its hierarchy.

"The right to think, to know, to utter,"
said Milton, "is.the dearest of all liberties."
And Wendell Phillips added: "Without
this right there can be no liberty to any
people; with it, there, can be no slavery."

As if with prophetic voice, Thomas
Jefferson, to whom more than to any other
we are indebted for those principles
whirh found their expression in the dec

the press, given the best prooi 01 tne ne-roci- fv

of itfl existence all these bear
gave lortn its nrst pampmei, reusiuua
liberty was a name uncoined and religious
toleration a meaningless combination of
syllables.'- - ;:

4Thp "reformation" exclaims Acmes

domination whatsoever and to give legal
abundant testimony that without- - a free
press, freedom is a mockery ana personal
liberty less than a name.Strickland, "was cradled in the printing

press and established by no other "What then remains?" says John B. Curran, "The Lib
i

:)
erty of the press only that sacred palladium which no

no Dower, no minister, no rovernment, which noth- -

For tho first time in the history of laration of 'Independence, uttered these
lng but the depravity or folly or corruption of a Jury can

Christendom, the mass of humanity had words:
an vm ra ATMninir tn the rights of man. The reneral

ever destroy. But the facts are too recent in your mma not
to show you that the liberty of the press and the liberty oX

the people sink and rise torether; that the liberty of speak- --. . . ...... i

seized upon a means by which it couia od-ta- in

for itself knowledge. With the attain-
ment of knowledge began that age-lon-g

( warfare in the last engagement of which
I wo stand today the struerele of a fact--

spread of the light of science has already laid open to every
view the palpable truth that the mass of mankind has not
been born with saddles on their back nor a favored few
booted and spurred, ready to ride them legitimately, by the
rrace of God. I am really mortified to be told that, in the

ing and the liberty of acting nave snared exacuy me samo

fate."

aid those who have need oi it because oi
their services in this direction.

To oppose at any and all times any en-

croachment of one sect or denomination
upon the rightsur --privileges of any other,
to the end that Protestant and Catholic,
Jew and Gentile should find our constitu-
tional guaranty of freedom of religious
opinion a realty rather than a theory.

The immediate task of the Free Press
Defense League is to defend the editors
and publishers of The Menace against the
indictment of nine counts now pending
against them in the federal court at Joplin,
Mo. What its next task shall be must be
determined by the action of the enemy.
The League is a nationwide organization
formed to meet the enemy upon its own
ground, whatever that ground may be.

And for this purpose, The League has

Tin vonr eves deceive vou?- - Does this
United States or America, a iaci luce mis can oecome ine
subject of inquiry, and criminal inquiry too, as an offenseprinted page fade away, and do you now

see the editors of The Menace indicted
' hungry world with the hierarchy of
nal Rnmo " In those davs. Rome burned itunit n ffinn in.i in aueguon oi ma Mia oi a dook us

carried Ufore civil It would showbe a magistrate..... ... .. . .upon technicalities, charging the publica- -f libraries, broke up printing presses and tn n'hit thav anm in reniira m iiDenv ior wnicn one fen
ent their owners to the giDDet; toaay sne eration has sacrificed life and happiness. It would present

a . a a m r 1 . aL! 6 aL .our Doasiea ireeaom ox reugion u a iumg oi vucgrj oniy,
tion of obscenity; do you now see tne eai-to- rs

of other fearless publications who
have dared utter the truth' concerning

noha and murders those who cnticize her not oi practice.ct hv word of mouth, and seeks to drive
Rome --do you see these arraignea berore
a federal tribunal and do you hear the

from the mails the publications of those
editors...who have

.
deemed

i
it their privilege "The Pope and the Press"

Only a free nress can serve a free Deovoice of the eminent John B. Curranand duty to expose the unspeaKame prac
tices of the hierarchy. thundenng at court and accuser the warn-

ing that has come down to us since Rome
broke the first press it could seize and

. "Cradle of the Reformation
k ed the first Drinter it could apprenenai

J 'Tradlpd in the nrintincr nress" was the Do von even now hear that warninsr: The

issued a call for 1,000,000 volunteersmen
and women who are willing to contribute
of their substance for the preservation of
the freedom of the press. These volunteers
are of two classes those who merely con-

tribute and those who in addition to their
contributions give of their services. A con-

tribution and an application for member-
ship do not bind a volunteer to any further
duties, nor do they lay him liable to assess-
ment. Membership is non-assessab- le. But
the opportunity of further service is open

liberty of the press and the liberty of the

pie. For the preservation of a free press,'
no sacrifice is too great. That in the wel-

fare of the press, in its freedom and in its
fidelity to the interests it serves is bound
up the welfare of those whose organ it is,
is realized no less by the papacy than by
those who have stood in the trenches to
battle for liberty.

I would make any sacrifice," wrote Pope Pius X,

"even to the pawning of my ring, pectoral crow and

soutane, in order to support a Catholic newspaper."

1 Reformation, and the work begun by the
f nrintino- - nress and bv Luther comes now n n Ip sink and rise together, tne iiocriy
Tin tVio full np of time tn its fruition, nur-- of speaking and the liberty of acting have

shared exactly the same laterJKo Itured still by the printing press and by
AVI; those fearless servants of humanity who

'Tree Press, Free Country"exercise our constitutional guaranty of
freedom to publish the truth and our con-

victions concerninsr any and every insti Tf there he those who do not even yet
understand how precious a thing to a peo--

- at. J 1

to eacn Oi tne volunteers, nc can, iic
will, act as recruiting officer and bring into
the army of the common good, such of his
friends as wish to have part in this cam-

paign for the preservation of the free

tution whatsoever. And arrayed against
the free Dress now. as in the time of pie is the freedom or its press, near tne
TJnthervwe find a comDanv of ODDressors. voice of Sheridan, declaiming in tne

House of Commons:

If the preservation of a press that gives
voice to the will of the Catholic hierarchy
is so precious in the sight of the pontiff
that he would part with the "sacred
fisherman's ring," the cross that is the
badge of his office and the garment that it
is sacrilege for another to touch if it
were worth this upon the part of the pope
to preserve the Catholic press, what is it
not wTorth to American freemen to pre-

serve the freedom and the existence of

press.the tyrants of the earth with the hierarchy
Of Rome at their head. .
I Cut anyone in this are ask why? "Let it be impressed

"Give me but the liberty of the press and X will rive the
minister a venal house of peers. I Will rive him a corrupt and

Soe Areopsgitics.
servile house of commons I will give him the full sway of

,npcm your minds," wrote "Junius,". whose letters stirred all
ICd aat aaJ Bad tku CMM vita mr MrtriWia TODAY)'Zogland, "let it be instilled in your children that the bb- -

erty of the press is the palladium of all civil, political and
the patronage of office I will give him the wnoie nosi oi

ministerial influence I will give him all the power the plaoe

can confer upon him to purchase up submission and overawe THE FREE PRESS DEFENSE LEAGUE

those fearless publications which dare to
tell the truth concerninsr Rome?

And as if he had drunk from the same
fountain of wisdom. Blackstone. the crreat

insistence and yet, armed with the liberty of tne press, i
will go forth to meet him undismayed I will attack the
mighty fabric he has reared with a mightier engine I will

shake down from its heirht corruption and bury it in thelorl ontVinrifv omvA if: n Vtis nnininn tViaf

FT. SCOTT, KANSAS

WlUUt F. MOM, Tnmia J. L SHETPAWK Stcntvy

I hereby make application for membership in The Fit
Vm Defense league anj I enclose $ as my con-

tribution for the purpo" of th League..
1 understand that in consideration of this contribCTiOfl,

I am to receive a receipt and membership card. Also that
after the tirst year 1 am to have a voice in the management

of the organization aud in the election of officers.

, "the li Deny ot the press is essential to a ruins of the abuses it was meant to shelter.V

Wlin rin rirmrtt rif mntive nf Rome iniree government.
If there is anything in the universe

The Roman hierarchy, admittedly the
most capable political organization that
ever existed, knows full well the value and
power of the press. It is because of that
knowledge that this same hierarchy, its
Jiand sheathed in a federal indictment, now
reaches forth to destroy The Menace. It
is because of that knowledge that Pope
Piiis wrote to Catholic editors that he

marshalling its hosts, assembling its re-

sources and making one last stand for thethat cannot stand discussion, cried our
nwn Wendell Phillins. "lpt it rrarkl" Nameabolition of the free press of Amencal .

y And "cracl?' it will, for among
ful men and women there is no more cer- - Street or Kural KoutoThese words bf Gordon may shed further light :

.

"To do public mischief without the hearing- - of it is the
indication of flaw or cruilt in a rmblic prerogative and the felicity of tyranny. Whoever would Pos!oftk'

State . .
would willingly have parted with the

- a Ml Toverturn the liberty of. the nation must begin by subduing- -
, man or institution than that either should

cjlamor for the restriction of the rights of freedom of speech." V ' '
: "priceless and sacred insignia or nis omce

rather than see the Catholic nress Derish.Do these utterances take on ominous all coBtriUitwM inUJ.l ff TV Free Trtm lVfcae lgr
that orfitn t Ft , K-- , J. L feknarJ, Secretary,
lJ aot to TI UCKaCK.)

tine press. ,

( Is there, then, doubt in the mind of any-- The welfare of a nation and its instwsignificance when you think of tne Roman r "

i .j


