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SCOTT COUNTY KICKER.
Observations by the Kicker.
The War Against,the Saloon.--Ho- w Socialism Would

--Solve the Problem. Discusses the Mat-
ter With a Member of the Local W. C. T. U.
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traffic ! have given it little or 110
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1 in t it U only another "craze,"
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remaining KW.K
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foundation. You cannot stop
drunkenness by law: you must rt- - j

move the causes that produce
drunkenness. It. is true that pro-

hibition or local option may "help
some." hut why continue this

country

profit.
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tion alone, you
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saloon would minimum. Thus
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maker, the Chicago Socialist,

The prohihition movement is
and therefore ineffective,

li toaholish intemperance
simply putting it under han.

It entirely ignores the real causes
if the evil, and it
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movement holds iinior disappear of itself.,rathe due laxity
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.i;.Mti,..ie fii. i warn 10 mine lime
iheeaith. It even deelares that a
great deal of poveity due to
tlrink. and that when drink is
abolished, poverty will also be
abolished. It nllirms, moreover,
that immorality is from
drink, and that with
this vice would disappear likewise.
In other words, the temperance
movement declares that is

leatioii law that law! in fewest members nW!t,af,,. Hll,wlltMi
an prohibit it. On top ot all t tils

it prohibition to he the
natural way procedure.

What can be more untrue.'
principles on which prohibition is

touuded are entirely false. Intem-
perance, like all other vices, due
to economic conditions, if economic
onditions are poor, morals are

poor. If economic conditions
change, morals ehuuge. The eth-

ics, morals, religious views, educa-
tion, and even the laws themselves,
of the feudal era are different from
our own. Each economic system
of society has its own codes and its

standards of For in-

stance, workingtnan who drudges
day his toil not poor be-

cause' he drinks, but be-

cause he poor. A man who has
most, his life ground out of him
at his work and comes to his hovel

the evening all tired out will,
i ine times out of ten. take to
'link.

shop is a much mor e
. ligenial abode to him than the

rialid place he lives in. There
he comes in contact with Iris friends,
and it there, while under the

of stimulants, thut lie for
ets his hardships and rejuven

i ted. Drink is not the cause of
but it is m the main pov-

erty that the cause of drink.
no more temperate people

on earth than the Hindoos, and
there no poorer people on earth
than the Hindoos.

The prohibitionists claim that
drunkenness the cause of immor-
ality. In this claim they err again.
Immorality duo to only two
tilings, ignorance and poverty; and
these I wo things are likewise at-

tributed to economic conditions
tail statistics bearing on this sub-

ject, that have come to my notice,
show that least S.'i per cent, of
all registered prostitutes come from

li. fimdlies of the working class.
The working class ignorant and
poor because present economic con-

ditions make it so.
Then, the prohibitionists main-

tain that the liquor traffic could be
-- topped by simple enactment of

.cortniu laws. They ignore the fact
that laws conform to material in-

terests, und that the nature of the
--predominating material interests
depend upon the state of society.
v.IhvmIh the economic btuto of h so- -

ciety and you elevate the nuture of
Tia material intersts: the

of its material interests and
you rear a hetter people; and a

--..otini' noonle. means better murals,
- and consequently better laws. Tho
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production for use. If this main
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for use take away
the great prop of the saloon evil.
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of the futility of trying to improve
conditions by tucking a shingle on
the roof and lenvinir the remainder
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Theprohibi- -

tI,,f.
in.., tlm

simply to the
A 1,1a

amending profit
alcoholic ...

and misery
in' a uiciiiem

prohibition

a

declares
of

own
a

n'l

gin

and trust that the ladies o the W.
C. T. U. will take no offene for
none is intended. Last week they
closed a contest here. So that the
reader may understand, the ladies
separated themselves into two bod
ies or ' side.: and the be- - i,.Mtv tlmm ...i.:..i.
fore them was to get recruits for
the C. T l The side that

and the T,R.

The

life.

The

iriuner (at Ki,.kei
brought in greater number. along Frank
The very .i,,..i-,- , '!,. l!,.,,!.- - .;..,! tl,..,i

i
members were secured

and. incidentally, about "0.
good 'sister" approached the

Kicker and insisted that he join.
The Kicker is always naughty and
blunty replied that he had quit
helpiug the liquor interests. The

sister appeared puzzled turd
just tirrre to prevent her saying
"you mean thing," I went on: If

whiskey trust was financing the
C. T. U. nnd directing its ac-

tion, the C. T. U. could be of
no greater service to the trust
it is."

Horrors! Maybe I wasn't into
it. But after she recovered I was
asked to explain. ''That you are
sincere your work I admit," the
Kicker went on, "but you are on a
false trail. Ever since can re-

member I have heard of the W. C.
T. U., and it has grown about
the same proportion as the liquor
traffic has grown."

To this the good sister would rrot

agree and pointed to the present
successful agitation agairrst saloons.
"This 'spell,' " the Kicker went
on, "is due to air uprising of the
people because they have
shown that saloon is a chief
factor corrupting politics. The
Socialists have the only natural and,
therefore, effective remedy the
liquor evil."

There was 11 brief hush and the
editor proceeded: you believe
the big breweries and distilleries
would bo operation if theie was
no profit making the stuff?"

"No."
"Do you believe there would bo

any saloons if there was no profit
selling booze?"
No."
Then why don't you advocate

Socialism, which stamls fundament- -

illy for the elimination of profits?"
"Oh, I dou't believe tlut."
"Neither the whiskey trust.

Now, enn you explain why you and
tho whiskey trust are together!"

She could uot aud I got
without paying a membership fee.

I hope the ladies will not regard
tho foregoing as an effort to belit
tie their work. I only want to
show them that the only effective
way to put the liquor traffic,

by aud through the 'Socialist
party. Aud more: The Socialist
party stands for woman's suffrage.
Unlike the Capitalist narties. they
believe the influence of women in
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theie was really no difference be- -

tweeii the Kepublieau and Demo
cratic parties, and that Bryan sed

the Ifepublieaiis of "going
Democratic." Now listen to Me-- ,

(.iitireoii the president's special me. '

age:
"To one familiar with the posi-- '

tron taken by the Democrats ml
their three last national platforms'
on the subjects discussed by the

in his special message it
will be seen that all he has to say
is right in line with the Democratic
party's policy and teaching, and
altogether out of harmony with
own party."

When I quoted from Bryan's
New .lersey speech, in which he
said. "If I cannot take back what
1 have said about the Kepuhlieans
J do not feel like saying it again."
Metiuire said was only jok-

ing, and that my sense of humor
was very dull. Noweontes Metiuire
and says of lioosevelt's message :

"All he has to say is right in line
with the Democratic party's policy
and teaching."

Oh, say, Bro. Metiuire, does the
Democratic party stand the na-

tional bankingsysteiii? In a speech
here during the last campaign Con
gressman Uussell said he was op- -

niiseil lo the leitinn.-i- l liMiilc T,i-v- . I

rs s

having the government guarantee
deposits mount
Socialists should be very
on all questions. Will you kindly
inform a benighted editor as to
what the Democratic party
on just ONE question?

The Democrats are real mad
about it because the Republican
have stolen all the principles"
they from the Populists in
189(1. Being completely bankrupt,
the Democrats will now have to pro-

ceed to appropriate to themselves
large of the Socialist platform.
But one slice of the Socialist

they will never steal that
tho worker is to the full
product of his labor having
to divide up" with the idle class.

What do yon think of that "re- -

oeut flurry!" do yon think
of the newspapers that so system
atically lied to you! These same
papers will want you to believe
them the campaign just

w 111 you uo in

g "1 flu nur im- -
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SOCIALISM AND THE BIBLE.
(I'.v lie. S !!. r.owmaii. ol the Oran l!aplit Church.)
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