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MIX-UP OVER AUDITING BOOKS.

County Officials Refuse to Surrender Books to
State Auditor after Contract is Signed.

-

While Judges Bowman and Thomas Propose to

If I had known that so much of
interest to the people would hap-
pen during June, I would have

kept the Kicker going. However,
slnce the Inside story has not yet

appeared n print, It ought to con-

vince the people that they must
depend on the Kicker lor such jn-
formation as other papers sup-

press—and It is uswally tha.sup-

press news that the people ought
to have, but don't get.

A few months ago [ called at-
tentlon fo a new law giving the

state auditor the right to appoint

men to audit the books of coun-
when requested to do so

tles

. by the county court, or petitioned
by 300 or more tax-payers.

The law s a good one, as it gives

the people power to act !n cases

where county courts REFUSE TO
DO 80.
to be applied uniess the court re-
fused or falled to act. And it cer-
tainly was never Intended to be
applied where the court had al-
ready acted and contracted [or
the work to he done.

A blind man ought to be able to
se¢ that. It seems that this con-
tentlon arose in another county,
and Mr. Wyler, of the Audit Com-
pany, made Inquiry ol the attor-

ney general, who gave him a letter

to the el’ect that the new law
did not interfere with the old one,
and that county courts could
contract with whom they pleased
to audit the books. Guided by
this opinion [rom the attorney-
general, the Scott county court
contracted with Mare Bros., of St.
Louls, a firm of known ability.
® 8 & & =

On Monday, June 2, the Republ!-
can memhers of our county court
declded to fulfill their pre-election
promise to have the books ol Scott
county audited and contracted
with the Mare Bros. because of
thelr known abllity. The agree-
ment with the auditing company
wig—

1. That the work should be done
fairly and impartially fo both the
county clcials and the people—
free from political prejudice.

2. That the cost should not ex-
ceed the cost [ done by the State
auditor's force.

3. That no information be given
out until the work was completed.

4, That a hond of 33,000 be filed
by the auditors to be approved by
the court on June 9.
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Then there was some hustling in
Democratic <l ielal circles, Evi-
dently they appealed to the state
auditor and in a few days the
press dispatches comrtained an
“opinion” by an ASSISTANT at-
torney general to.the ef'ect that,

under the new law, county courts,

had noright to contract with pri-

vate auditors, and that the work {sald they wanted to know some- | 10 1 pwey |
Why didu‘t Dr. Frazer think of |

must $e done under the direction
of the state auditor.

Saturday, June 7. The Demo-
orats had petitions in circulation
asking the state auditor to do the
work. The people generally did
not know that the county court
nhad already contracted [or the
auditing of the books and the pe-
titlons were [reely signed. Very

* few people ,s0 far as I could learn
understood that the purpose of the
petition was to take the auditing
business away [rom the county
court and place it in the hands of
a state official. So they signed.
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Sunday, June 8, an appolntee of

the state ngdisor.ar.rlv.ell.

On June 9 court met and ap-
proved the £3,000 bond of Mare
Bros., with the agreement that a
further bond of $7,00Q should be
[led within a few days—making
a total of $10,000. Judge Frazer
was not present. Strange that he
should absent himsell at so im-
important a meeting.

The representative of the state
auditor waa here and took charge
ol the books. It seems that con-
nectlons between Benton and the
state auditor's olflce were very
close just at that time,

Prosecuting Attorney McWil-

llams got up to giva the court| Why

some advice about “the law" that
it had not asked for. When ke
subsided Judge Bowman, who
served as presiding judge in the
ahsence of Judge Frazer, announc-
ed that the contract had already
been closed and would stand.

I was told that whemny the repre-
sentative ol the state auditor was
asked for his authority he produc-
ed his appointment dated Satur-
day, June 7. On that date the pe-
titions were In circulation here
in the county. Hence it would ap-
pear that the state auditor acted
before the petltlon: r.eachad him.
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County court adjourned before

noon and the two Judges and au-
. ditors went to demand the' books.

But the officlals refused to surren-
« der the books.

1 don't know how others may
view it, but to'me a co;lnty bou:t
is the legislative body of a county
just as a state legislature’is the
legislative body of a state or as

]

But it was never intended

county oflicers to deny the right
of Invesatigation by the county
court.
However the cfllcials stood pat
and deled 1h5 court. 3
. @9

Let's view the matter [rom an-
other angle. We can best under-
stand big things by reducing them
to smaller proportions. Ben Mar-
shall, at Blodgett, has very large
Interests and has book-keepers and
men who handle his lfunds. Sup-
rose Ben dec!ded to have his al-
fairs gone over, as he very proba-
bly does every year, and employed
Bill Jones to do the work.

Suppose Ben went to his book-
keepers and cashlers and said, *I
want to see how my af’alrs stand
and have employed Mr. Jones to
go over the books and accounts,
You will please turn the books
and accounts over to him.”

Suppcse  the book-Keepers and
cashiers got ugly and replied, “No,
we wont do anything of the kind.
Il these books and accounts must
be examined we will choose our
own examiners.”

What do you suppose Mr. Mar-
shall would say to a deal I'ke that
in warm weather?

And that s exactly the situa-
tion in Bcott county. The county
judges are the agents of the peo-
ple. They contacted to have the
books audited by Mare Bros. And
when your agents went to your
servants and asked for the books
your servants sald, In substance,
“No, [ these books must be aud-
ited, we will have it done by our
political frleml.. the s:ta:e auditor,”
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Whie the Kicker is not in this
scrap, vet it seemis to me that the
position taken by the ollicials is
not a very desirable one.

The two Republican judges had
[pledged themselves to an early au-
jditing of the books and there is
reason to belleve that this had
much to do with their election.
The Democratic candidates ignor-
ed th's [ssue and were defeated.
The organ [ the Democrats op-
posed an examination of the books
—and it generally voices the senti-
ment cf “the party.”

Not untl the court had con-
tracted for the auditing did the
Democrats show signes of wanting
the books audited. To a man up
& tree it would appear that they
wanted no auditing. but when
they saw [t was going to be done
|anyway; then they procesded to
' try to take charge of the job.
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I' They say it is a politieal move.

Perhaps so. I don't see how you
are golng to seperate a matter
that the people indirectly voted on
fiom politics. By electing Judges
Bowman and Thomas the people

thing about how the allairs o! the
county were belng conducted
And when these judges employed
men who had done such excellent

work in other counties they
thought they were doing what
they were elected todo. We

KENOW that these men are onto
thelr job. What do we KNOW
aboui the appointees of the state
auditor? About all we may be
1easonahly sure of is that they are
Demoerats,

1t cannot be charged that the
Mare Bros. are partisans. They
examined the books of the Repub-
llcan of’lcials of Cape county and
reported some of them short.
They examined the books of tha
Democratic officials of Pemiscot
county and reported some of them
ghort. They are in BUSINESS—
not in POLITICS. And to show a
partisan disposition would soon
put them out of business.

But politiclans are often very
lop-sided in their views. Our of-
flcials don't want any politics in
it, they say. Yet they see no poli-
tics in insisting that their books
he audited only by Democrats, If
anyhody s dragging this matter
Into politics and insisting on a

rtisan investigation, it seems to
me that it is the Democrats.

And that looks bad on Its face.
ohject to anybody? If the
auditors lind anything they have
to show it. AND IF IT ISN'T
THERE THEY CAN'T SHOW 1IT.

The purpose of this work, as I
understand it, Is not to catch any-
body stealing, but to get the books
brought up to date by competent
men—and then keep them that
way hy n-e.qu:ng a:ldlslngs.

In publshing the financial state-
ment last May several errors were
found In the copy that were made
in the county clerk’s office. In one
item the figures amounted to over
£2.000. This was not Intentlonal.
But the hest o! us make mistakes.
And if we are to have the aflairs
of the county straightened out,
why not have It done by men of
known abllity and experience
This auditi department of the
state was created last winter
and the men employed are neces-
garlly new at the work. To do
work well the men must not only

but need be

be experts in

thoroughly [ with the laws

each department, so as

to be a to what [funds
how much fees

Bo

A ble fo say
mm;hlu.g.

or commission oflicer is entl-

|and Thomas will resist payment.

amined by appointees of the state
department, yet how often s It
that 1they are reported solvent
when they are not. Such appoint-
ees are more often politicians than
tiusiness men. Take lor Instance,
the recent lallure of tha Pemiscot
County Bank for over $200,000.
This bank had been rotten [or
years—although it was regulariy
examined, XNot until the Mare
Bros. went there and found the
condition of county affairs bad did
the Eond:tl-.m :Jl' :he. bank develop.
L ]

Not unt!l after the contract was
closed was thete any nolse made
about “polities.” Then the state
auditor was appealed to, and he
put a man on the job in double-
quick time. When the officers to
he investigated refused to surrend-
er ther books the Mare Bros. left,
The next daygtihe representative
of the state uditor left also.
Hence it appears clear that he
came here only to prevent the
county court {rom taking charge
of the books.

Why? That s the question now
being discussed by the people.
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On Monday, June 16 court again
met. Prosecutor MeWilliams, who
represents “the people' was on
hand with some more advice,

that a county court had the same
right fo investigate county afl’airs
as a state legislature has to {nves-
tigate state ul’airs.

A brilllant idea seemed to take
hold ol the prosecutor. He sald
the members of the court . could
personally audit tie books. But
the members of the court doubted
the!r abllity to do so and didn't
seem to hanker after the job. It

I
the

| part of McWilllams
| thelr

whole contention,

upsets
They

jclalm that only the state auditor's

joffice s empowered to do it. I
|1he county court has the right to
go over the books themselves. then
what s to hinder them from hir-
ing help?

However, at this session on June
|16 Judge Frazer kicked over the
|traces and made an order of re-
,cord that the court had no vight
|to contract w'th Mare Bros. be-
czuse It was in violation of law.
and thereby sought to repudiate
(the contract already closed,
| The patrlots are great on “the
Jdawr—when you let them say
what t means. Judge Frazer is a
good man—but a blind partisan.
Ianc} weak, He was in the Rebel
jarmy and no one has been able to
convinece him that the war is over,
|Le: a political friend intimate
ithat it's a Republican trick and
'you wll find Dr. Frazer on the job
with hammer and tongs trying to

{ “the law" when he helped to sad-
jdle th's monstrous court house on
the people without their consent?

Why didut he think of “the law *
when he helped to *cite the far-
mers who had dared to sign a pe-
tition against conditions as they
are?

It hardly becomes him now to

ed—and I am thinking that if the
Mare Bros. do not audit .these
books they will make somebody
{8moke for having entered into
that contract.

It seems to me that Judge Fra-
zer does not realize the position
he !s placing himsell and the tax-
payers. As the matter now stands
|two su'ts against the county seem
prcbable. The Mare Bros. will no
doubt want damages lor breech of
ccntret. That means one suit.

And when the state auditor de-
mands pay for the men sent here
by him, I belleve Judges Bowman

That means another suit, Where
ere you go'ng, doetor?

Judges Bowman and Thomas
hold that they acted within the
law, and while Judge Frazer was
“eraw-fishing' they proceeded to
bring action against the officials
who refused to comply with the
order of court and surrender their
books.

Attorneys Balley of Sikeston and
Finch cf Fornfelt were appointed
by the court to proceed agalnst
the of’lcials and compel them to
deliver the books, and County At-
torney McWilllams was instructed
to sssist then.,

On that same day the men came
from the state auditors ofice
and began the Investigation. And
I left for Chicago.
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Saturday alternoon June 21,
I reiurned from a weeks' trip and
was sitting in front of the olfice.
A peatly dressed young man came
by end addressed me In a rather
familiar way. I soon discovered
that he had mistaken me for Mr,
Dudlgd ntlmt:ehfommt, and re-

ues apologize to Mr,

udley. That opened the conver-
satlon and I asked, “Are you one
n!' Tﬂw auditors?'
o Dai
. How many are there of you?

County Court and A
--Judge Frazer “Back-Slides”

Judge Bowman ralsed the point |

seems to me that this admission on |

{try to hide behind the law in re-|
| pudiating a contract that he sign-|
| pledged to an efriy:

MO., JULY 12,

ppeal to

Stand Pat.

to do with the county court?
| “No; we are under the state ay-
ditor—John Gordon.

“Do you know how far back the
Investigation will reach?”

i “No, I don't know that. I am

working on the ecircuit clerks
| books and was instructed to begin
in 1911 r

| Don’t you intend to go any !
| ther back than that’

“I don't know,*

“How long have you been o the
' service?”

“Only about a wees
| “What 's your name:
| “E. E. Townsend.

“Where [rom?
| “Savannah, Mo
! *Who s your chic! o clar
{the work here?
| MNP, ————

“How long has he been (o
serv.ee?

I “About six weeks
| e 9 & 8 @

From the above t would seem
that the men sent here are quite
|new at the work., I belleve jt was
| the purpose of the county court to
get a fair and impartial auditing
of the books. In fect. I cannot un-
derstand how [t woull have been
possible to have had any other
kind under their

a Demoerat and the two assaoc’ate

Judges are Repuhlicans. The cry |

of “polities” was of Democratic
origin, and If it is a purtisan in-
| vestigation, they alone are respon-
| 5.hle,

True the law provides that on a
{petition f 300 tax-payers the au-
.d‘-u-r shali act., But the esident

purpose of this law s to give the
jtax-rayers a chance in case the
| county court refuses or neglects to
act—as was the case In Pemiscot

|county, where the court refused to |
act even after it had been peti-

tioned to do so by the people,

However, In reality, the people of
Seott county did not petition [.r
|UIE matter to be taken [rom the
county court and placed In the
{hands of the state auditor, It {5
doubtful if one in twenty signers
understood this to ba the purpose,

Had the state auditor been peti-
'toned in the regular way andsent
| his men here. no doubt the work
| would have heen satlactory. Lt
now, snee he has busted [n sl
|shown his iaterest in the matter
by dispatching a man hers to tane
leharge of affairs after the court
(had contracted to have the w.
|done, 1 doubt .f
| body.

But, anyhow, [t was real Junny
ito bring about a condition that
forced “the party” to circulate
in a burry petitions asking that
| thelr own books be examinesd,
| They sure did move sowe,
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The Kicker heard a report to
the ellect that Judge Bowman
had been in correspondence with
the state
state auditor would give him no
(assurance as to when he could
lseml men, here to audit the county
books. .\!‘ondu_\' 1 asked Judge
Bowman [ this report was true.
Hls answer, in substance, was—

“Well, it was this way: When
I was elected I felt ghat we were
Lauditing of
Dectmber, belore

U

the hooks. In

gan to correspond with different
auditing firms with a view
having the work done to the best
advantage.

“During the winter the new law
was enacted. When I first read
it in the papers I thought that
only the state auditors
have authority to do the work,
but when I got an advance copy |
of the law I could see nothing in |
It that 1 thought took away the |
authority of the county court to |
get whom it pleased.

“Then I submitted the matter
to a lawyer, who gave it as his
op!nion that the new Jaw did not
conflict with the old one. Then I
submitted it to another lawyer
who, in turn. submitted it to a
firm of attorneys, and their opin-
lon agreed with that of the first
lawyer,

“In the mean time I was in cor-
respomndence with the state audi-
tor about auditinz the county's
books, and his reply was to the ef-
feet that there were wany appli-
cations in [rom other counties and
he could not tell when Scott coun-
ty could be reached, but suggested
that we bad better put in an ap-
plication and if the court desired
it be would send a representative
here to close the deal.

“Having seen the letier [rom
the attorney-general to the ellect
that the new law did not interfere
with the old one, and being unable
to get any assurance [rom the
state auditor as to when he could
do the work, and helleving that
private auditors of experience and
recogtilzed ahility would give more
general satisfaction, I felt that it
would be best to employ the pri-
vate auditdra.”

And now the question arises: 1
the state auditor was so ¢rowded
with work in this

tled to, and s0 on.
State bamks are frequently ex-

17k el o &
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contract with |
Mare Bros. The presiding judge s |

auditor, and that the i

my commission reached me. I be- |

of |

lout ef an gpen window,

would |

1913

en of his men here.
*® 8 8 8 0

hard to trace from the outside.
The new Jaw took ellect Just

clausoe,

geney

jed was the pight of
coutt questioned,

the county

As it aj penrs to me, the officers |
[ here lmmedlately zot In communi-

 eation with the state department.
seekng Its protection.

{ he [.rst thing necessary was a
favorable oplunion from the attors-
ney generai’s offics, The attor-
tiey general bad already given his
op.nion In a private letyer. Hence
It wWas necessary to press into ser-
vice an assistant attorney reneral
to render an ‘“ofllciay opinlon

hat was different.

This opinion was evidently turn-
ed loose on Friduy—{for it appeared
M the papers on Saturday morns

Iing.  Put the patriots here had
evidently been Informed by wire—

ne, dor they had the petitions in elrcu-

Jation before the daily
reached here Saturdav

It s further evidont that while
these petitions were heing eircula-
ted here the state auditr arrang-
wd to send a representatve here
for he reached here Sundav -t
head c!! the auditing asutherize:!
by tie court that was to begin ou
the next dey—Monday,

If this is the case, then the styts
department acted helore the potl-
ad reached there- awdl,
|therelore, acted without authority
& & & & @

Lajwers

A amusing thing happened in
county court Mondayr. County
Attorneyr MeWllliams asked the
court to recind (ts order instruet-

ing him t assist Attorueys Finch
and Baily in proceeding against
the officers who had refused to

,surrender thelr books to the court.
(e gave as a reason that he had
(already expressed a contrary opln-
ion,  Perhaps the court thought
he oughit not to be s: handy with
pinions and let the order rewaln.
IN WEST VIRSINIAL

Fuor wouths the puapers ol the

‘pg class huve been telling of
tie cut-lawry aud borrors of West
Virginia. But most of pou did net
belleve that the conditivns as de-

seribesd  could  exist o oa “free
country. You didat belleve thut
uver a territory of 150 syquure
wiles the ballet and the bayouet

ruled by orde: s Eoverust,
Well, [t got so bad, aud the pro
gl o i

testls &) LuUulifrous irow
tiie cuuntry tiat cungle
take notieo ¢

it will satls’y auy [ an

found coudis
as the worklne

1 deser bed toem.

E n ] hirad thugs
tie pay of the nin Vints, Gl
ass.sted by state troops. and ju
the name of law and onder, shot .
aud clubbed peacelul citizens, “The |
committee sut back astounded,” is
the press report of the tvestiga-
ton.

Lee Calvin was a furmer mine
guard 1 the pay of the wine owne-
ers. He told the commiittea of the

larmored train that shot up Hoily
| Grove. “There were ten or twelve
jmen n the armored var attachad
to the train” sald Calvin, “and
when we got lust above Palnt
!Creek Junection all of them began
'ri nr rifla hipl P
getting rifles whicli were in the
car. They tr.ed to give me a rifle,
but I told them I had no shooting
to do. The brakeman came thru
the train and turned down the
lights. He tuld us to shoot right
| thru the windows, 1 was leaning
As we
came to Holly Grove 1 saw a
STREAM OF FIRE start out of
the baggage car just ahead where
the MACHINE GUNS were mount-

. The stream kept up as we
went thru Holly Grove. As we
passed I saw three or four flashes
of fire from tle tents.”

“Were there any [lashes of [ire

from the tents belore the shooting |

began [rom the train? asked At-
torney Belcher {or the miners.

1 didn't see any,” said Calvin
“I Just heard the engine whistle
blew and the shooting from the
train began. I am positive the
shooting [irst began from the
baggage car.”

The witness said Quin Morton. |
one of the mine ownes, was on the|

train. When the train had passed
the miners’ camp, he sald, Quin
Morton eame running thru the car

“What did he say?" asked Attor-
ney Belcher.

“He said, ‘Back up the train and
we w.ll give them another round, ’
answered the witness. “He was
talking to the sheril’, and I think
the sher.f! told him something a-
bout there being women and child-
ren up in those tents and he would
not shoot.”

At th!s statement Senator Mar-
tine of Virginia almost leaped from
his chair. “What sort of a man Is
th!s man Morton?" he shouted. “ls
he an ordinary American citizen
that could order such a thing?"

TOO MUCH FOR BILL
“I dunno how Bill's a-goin* to
vote In this election,” sald the
worker. “I've hearn

:I'here are now about a half doz-

Let me tell you how [t appears
to me. What follows is only guess-
work—{or a political machine al-
ways worka under cover and s

winter as soon as signed by tln-|
governor. It contalned an emer- |
Private auditings
{and auditings by the state depart-
jment have been golng on since.
Not untll Scott county was reach-

COUNTY KICKER 1
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Jefferson  county
touch of West Virginia Jaw and
order |ust week. 71he
Plate Glass Works are located
there and employ about 1.300 men.
These men work hard —12  hour
ghifts and average abyut #1.75 a
day. Fepresentative Wolf', of Jef-
ferson county, introduced & bl in
i'Lh:sr lust legislnture forbidding the
working of these men more than
eight hours per day. The law
jpnsw! and became ef’ective June
o As usunl the glass trist rle-
fed the luw and insisted that the
men continue to work 12 hHours,
| 80 the men, In obedience ta law,
au't work and organized a strike
The frst meeting was presided
over by Represpntative Wolfl him-
self, who encouraged the wen 10
stand for the law, To help drect
the strike President Wood of the
Missour| Federation of Labor, was
sent for and came. At a meeting
President Wood  discovers!  thnat
the hall was packed with 1n
and rowdies of the glass trust to
do him bedily bharm. He quietly
slipped out and went to his hotel,
When the mob learned of
whereabouts they went to the hio-
tel and demanded him, and it was
iy by the brave work of the ho-
tel people and s fow otliers that
his life was saved, The luons
were kept open untli after mbi-
night and  hbooze flowed freejy,
+The mob hung around tue hotel
untl 1 o'welosk, and threatened 1o
come back next morninz. Before
day., however, the hotel peaple
drove Mr. Wood to Herculaneum,
where he took a train, This hap-
pened n Missaurl where the good
old Demoeratis party is it
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Pittsburg |

IN THE SOUTHEAST.

What the People are Doing in Other
Counties that are Near.

got a Iiltlp[

Skeston Standard.—Edward, the
Cgeven year old son of Mr. and Mra.
1J_. C. Geojean, of Essex, was the
[vietim of an accident on the
|street of that city last Friday
{ which came near costing him his
ILfe. In eompany with two or
| three small boys he was playing
jupon the streets, A heavily Joad-
ed farm wagon passed, containing
i number of sacks of wheat. The
hoys began cllmbing on the wagon
for a ride, Young Grojean was
!urnr-u the wheat about the center
of the wagon when the vehele
struck some small obstacle and the
boy Tell to the ground between the
wagon wheels, The hind wheels of
| the wagon struch him Just above
the ear and passed cver the head,
e tre cutting & gash to the
skull and practically sealping him.
The severed skin dropped over the
ear anfd forehead
e o s o »

Doniplian News, —0n the spplica-
ton blunks furnished the teachers
Ly the superintendent there sare
cails Jor a god deal of informas-
ton and among others is the
auestion as to what newspapers
and perioddicals sre read, Of the
elghty-one appllcants for licenses
*oin this eounty this year,
thirty read no newspupers at all
=greonrling 10 their applications
lon le. Only 24 read the county
pupers. 22 read Current Events, 29
read the Republie, seven the Globe-
Iemoceat, 12 the Missouri School
Journnl, and one the Appeal to
Reason. About a dozen resd sqme
me or more of the Several farm
Jowurnals, and one acknowledged
reading religious periodicals
| ¢ ¢ o 8 »

dle. Not an olllcial appeared to.  Farmington Times.—Aboat

protect Mr. Wood—althouzn mob g¢ the employes of the J.’.lt.;-hui'.:
rule lasted Iir many hours, Had | plate Glass i_'nmpun.s s employes
it been a Ziass ii'i-lT. volelal in jat Crystal Clty stopped work .|.|h'..
danger trocps would h‘l"“‘ been | week hecause of the Company’s re-
hurr e __'.': Im .T:".'--!'--»!a Barracks fisal to comply with the 8-hour
by special traln. But, then, the lyw which went into ¢ffect June

hiamed fool working man vote for
this sort of government, and why
not Zive them all ther vote [or
| At last accounts the prosecuting
attorney had taken no action to
prosecute tie mob leaders, who
were “prominent citizens.” nor the
glass trust four viohiting the S-
hour law, The Soclalists Lave put
EBtate Organizer Aldriel into the
strike distrirt a ppeajed to
Gov, Major fur protectlin—natiy-
Ing him that they will hold hin
respons.ble f harm should

. Aldrich will speas 1
view, July 19: Challee
Should others of the coun

. WAl
State Secratary Otto

him, write

Vierling, o6, Chouteau Ao, St

.
- T ne
i i1 wWho
. 1, ! the
A a wFa s
e ] T klcks
it A Wirts
ind the spot where the hall lands
last Is the law ugtil disiodged by

ancther kiek. Quite a while ago
mors that two-thirds o the veters
of Dexter voted bonds {or publie
water works and sewage., Some-

body of nfluence ki ked ona tech-
nicality and the suprems conrt got
its hooks into the matter, with the
resijt that the action of the pen-
ple «f Dexter was upset. And
how? Uh, about |

usual. Three
of the begowned supretie judges|
lsald the law meant one thing andl

dab

four of them sall it Diedntt just the

"

opposite, And by a majority o
one the majority iu Dexter was|
knceked out. Court judges can't|
agree on what 8 law at all. But
for you and me “lgnorance of law
8 no delense.” Gosh, but 1 would|
hate to knowlingly have to upinid
such a syvstem and preach to the|
igunorant that it was right. '
| * 2 & & @

Morley Banner.—Tuesliaz }l:'j
and Mrs. B. 8 Curd celebrated |
their D7th wedding a:ln‘.u'«r-ur_\!
| with a dinner given to the family |
and a low intimate {riends,
Among those present were: Mr.
and Mrs. Roy Leslle and children.
Phillip, Joe and Richard: Mr, and
Mrs. Robert~Lesliemand children, |
Carl and Robert; Mrs. Lutle Les-
[1ie, Mps, Lucky and daughters, Mis-
ses Grace and Opal. “Uncle” Ben,
as he is familllarly known Is
strong and hale for a man of hls
advanced age and attends to his
work dally as grain buyer for O, &
| A, J. Matthews; whie Mrs. Curd,
though not so strong, enjoys .':g:rl._ri
good health and [requently visits
her nelghbors about town., Mr
and Mrs. Curd are pioneer citizens
of this county having moved here
from New Madrid in 1869 and
have l'ved in Morley coutinuously
for the past 43 years.

e & & a @ .

There seemns to be considerable
muss in Pemiscot county as a re-
sult of the discoveries there of the
conditions of public aflairs. Plan-
ned road work must be abandoned
and it is feared that schools willJ
have to close for lack of funds. At
a recent session of county court
many school directors were pres-
ent and the Pemiscot Argus says:

“There was conslderahle discus-
sion among thoee present, not all
of which was temperate, but no

eached

|

Z24th. The company declared |t
would lznore the Jaw until it was
testisd in the courts. Tha men e
fused to return to work, and an
st Saturday ordeps came from
the company's headquarters at
Pittshure to shut down the waorks
indelinitely, which was done after
the 600 men remalning at work
were pad ofl, Twelve hundred
and fifty men are out of employ-
ment beecause of tils action of the
capany.
. . & & »

Fredoercktown  News -
Mr. and Mrs, Lester Abernathv, on
the 253th. 4 Loy, Mrs, Abernathy
& the oldest daughter of Mr. aml
Mrs. J. W. Baues and Mr. Aberna-
thy s the pldest son of Mr. and
Mrs. F. R. Abernathy and both the
grandparents of the younz man
were present at the tune of his
birth making fuur grandparents

Earn to

[

that welcomerd the roungz man
At0 this waordd,
L ] L ] . * .
Tliess mwrers who draw 1

*looking after the interests of
the people are often a queer lot
The Pemiscot Argus says:— The
prosecuting atwrney is quoted as
saving he will resizgn before he
W bring prosecutions in  the
bank case, That lsa bad position
for sueh an official to take in this
matter. and [t is probable that
very few tears would be shed If
lis resignation s tendered.’

® * 2 & 0
Fredercktown News, —Neyer
s.1ce wWe can remember  have

snakes been as plentiful as they
are \n Madison chunty at this time
Nearly every [armer who comes to
town reports them plentiful in his
locality and the rattle seems to be
ln the lead.

Looks like Soclalism is beginning
to take hold In Cape county.
State Organizer Aldrich speaks at
Neeley's Landing, July 10: Cape,
11: Jackson. 12; Oak Ridge, 13:
Millerville, 14; Burfordsville, 13;
Tisit, 16 ; Whitewater, 17,

e * e s @

Cashier Wilcox, charged with the

| wrecking of the Uity Bank, Bloom-

leld. was convicted on a second
count last week and given three
Fyears. In his [irst conviction he
got two years and appealed.

*® 8 & & a

It cost six citizens of Madison
county $34.55 each to play a lit-
tle game of poker. They should
have placed thelr money on the
stock market, where they can
gamhle legally.

® 8 & & 3

La Grange has completed the
second year of olling its streets,
with complete satisfaction. The
approximate cost of the oil and its
npplicntlun.is .821.)00 per block.

. 8

A farmer of Madison county
clalms to have harvested 79 loads
of clover hay from twenty-live
acres of ground and that the Joads
would average 1,500 pounds each.

- L B

Near Marquand Dr. S8hell was in-

stantly killed by lightn one
day last week. He was
horeehack when li:-mk. i
" * 8
A rattle enake, while
seralerig ot
and had 18 ratties. s, N
a8 8 8 0 X
‘m i '
cently canght

the aggregate

akader o
. o




