
SCOTT COUNTY KICKER
Vol. XIV BENTON, MO., OCTOBER 2, 1915. No. 36.

About the Party
Brief Review of

Before-Electio-n

At this time three years ago the
Democratic politician!) were tell-
ing us, "Put us In and we will fix
It."

The people put them in, and
the.V sure have fixed It. Poor old
Bryan got disgusted witli the job
and quit. If he had remained un-

til the end of the administration,
he knew he would be as (lend as n
door nail. Having jumped the
game, he hopes to come back.

Bryan did not quit because lie
objected to Wilson's way of deal-
ing with Germany. That only
gave him the excuse and It was
a very poor one, for the note to
Germany that Bryan refused to
sign contained nothing that was
not In the one he did sign.

The distinguishing feature of
the Democratic administration is
the levying of a war tax in time
of peace. So far as I know, this
Idea Is entirely original. And we
dont hear much about it. The
plute press seems to find nothing
wrongfn it although many mil-
lions are squeezed from the eo-pl- e

annually by Its operation.
The reason that so little com-

plaint Is heard may be found In
the fact that the whole load, as
usual, is saddled on the under dog.
This war tax is chefly laid on
notes, mortgages, legal documents
and beer. Beer ts the pOOT man s
drink. The rich drink champaign

But the poor can get along
without beer If they have to. But
they can't get along under capi-
talism without their old bosom
companion the mortgage. Let
Rube give a chattle mortgage on
his growing crop, his cow or hog.
and Uube pays the freight. He
must furnish the war tax stamp
on the note. And it is from this
source that the greater amount
if the "war fund" is squeezed.

But Rube don't care. He is in
the hole and has been taught
that faith, hope and charity are
rare virtues. He hus -- faith" to
burn, and he "hopes" that some
day, things will come his way.
Should the wind refuse to shift.
Rube still has the assurance of
"charity." And even If he should
slip up on all of these and land
in the poor house, Rube still has
the satisfaction of recalling the
advise of nil minister to be good
ami contented and he will have
his noodle decked with a golden
crown after lie is dead.

Fifty years ago they used to
give Rube a little more satisfac-
tion by preaching it that the
rich would all go to hell. But
they have cut that out. The emi-

nent divines have discovered that
the "needles eye" referred to In
the bible was not intended as
meaning the eye of a sewing
needle, but that the smaller gates
that entered the walled city of
Jerusalum were called the nved-le'- s

eye. In this way they have
opened the gates of heaven to the
rich, and Rube wont be able to
escape his oppression even there!
So what's the use?

But Rube Is patriotic and pays
the war tax, Just us he pays all
other taxes and votes for more!

But the war tax was not prom-
ised in the Democratic platform
What the Democrats were dead
sure about was that they could
lower the cost of living by fixing
the tnrirr.

They fixed it. And never was
the country so flooded with un-

employed and starving men. wo-
men and 'children as last winter.
Bread-line- s and soup houses were
established In all the large cities,
and in the smaller towns the
provident associations and chari-
ty workers were helpless to cope
with the situation. Prisons and
insane hospitals were taxed to
the limit and. In some instances,
courts turned the victims loose-hold- ing

that they had a right to
steal food to sustain life. Noth-
ing like it had ever come under
my observation before. We will
have more of it this winter, in
spite of our bumper crops.

Of course the defenders of the
existing order of things had to
have an excuse. They said it was
the European war that caused it
all. Vet, were it not for that war
conditions here would be much
worse than they are. We are
furnishing the food, clothing, sad-
dlery, harness. automobiles
horses, guns and ammunition for
the allies. Without our patriotic
assistance, that war cquld not go
on especially the allies' end of it.
And yet the pious president sets
days of prayers for peace, while
demanding that our cargoes of
wai', supplies be not molested!

We are not furnishing supplies
to Germany because England has
the way blocked. Our patriotic
ammunition manufactures would
as soon sell to one country as an-
other, for it is only the profits
they seek. But the administra-
tion at Washington seems inter-
ested only in an "open door" to
England. No serious noise or
bluster has been heard about the
closed door to Germany.

Our patriotic business men who
are behind the administration at
Washington have greater inter-
ests in England and France than
In Germany. Not only is there a

, greater inter-chan- ge of stocks
and bonds in the various Ameri-
can, English and French indus-
tries, but we have, for the past
50 years, been trading our rich
daughters for English and French

Not
titles. Also some Dago titles.
CJermnny belongs to the Germans,
and seems to be peculiarly inde-
pendent or the capitalists or other
nations.

But that isn't nil that the Dem-
ocrats have done, and are doing,
to us. They promised to "rerorm
the currency," And they sure did
it and then some.

when Senator Aldrieh tried to
do the same thing, none were so
severe in denunciation as Wm. J.
Bryan. In those days it was de-

nounced as the "Central Bank"
scheme. According to all Demo-
cratic authority. It was the most
brazen attempt to put the gov-
ernment in the hands of the Wall
Street bankers yet devised. It
would destroy every vestige of
government by the people. The
scheme was viciously denounced
in the Donkey platform of 1018,

What did the Donks do when
they got at the trough? Oh. they
did just exactly what the Repub-
licans had been afraid to do be-

cause or the mouthings or Bryan
and others. They established the
Central Bank scheme under an-
other name. They call It the "re-
gional bank system." Allen L.
Benson describes capitalist states-
manship as follow s

"Twenty years ago and more.
W hen I was u newspaper report-
er In San Francisco, I was sent
one Sunday to report a butchers'
picnic in San .lose. The picnic
was held in a park, the day was
all that a California day shotdd
be and the place was crowded
Most or the crowd was around a

man until it began
to dawn on some or the more ob-
serving that the
man was winning all of the mon-
ey. Then he was chased out of
the park. It was not considered
good form to ask the people to
piny n game at which they could
not win.

The game has a
bad name. In time, nil swindles
gain bad names. The present
method of running the world will
sometime have a bad name be-

cause the present method is a
swindle. It Is a swindle uiwn the
working class because there is no
way by which the working class
can win at it. The chips with
Which the working class play are
the days or their lives and one
by one, they stake them all The
players are permitted to win just
enough to keep them alive while
the men who are running the
game take the rest. It is a grand
game but only for the men who
run It.

Let us consider a little recent
history. Let us consider some or
the plays that the working class
were urged to make to win from
the gaming table or capitalism
some portion or fortune May we
not begin with the tariff?

Mr. Wilson and his party, in
1012. assured the working class
that if the tariff were reduced.
the cost of living would also b
reduced and the task or getting a
living would be ilecreaseil. If you
are one or those who voted foi
Mr. Wilson and a lower tariff.
do you leel that you have won
Are you satisHed with the tariff
game as Mr. Wilson advised you
to play it?

Mr. Wilson and his party alst
advised the workingmen or the
country to place a bet on the cur
rency. Workingmen were told
that iT the Democratic party
were placed in power, the curren
cy would be "reformed" (whatev
er that means), business would be
taken out of its
and the working class made the
beneficiary of a vast revival of
Industry. Have you noticed the
revival? Do you consider that
you have "won" when you took
Mr. Wilson's advice and played a
wager on the currency question?

Mr. ilson also advocated a
series of laws (of which the two
already mentioned are parts)
which he somewhat proudly call-
ed the "Constitution or Peace."
The purpose of the laws, in brief,
was to right the economic
wrongs of the country, so far. at
least, as Mr. Wilson had the wis-doma-

the power to right them.
Do you consider that the econo-
mic wrongs of the United States
have been righted? Can you point
to a single problem in your task
of getting a living that was made
a particle lighter by reason of
the legislation that Mr. Wilson
and his party have brought
about? Do you feel that you won
or lost when you placed a bet on
the "Constitution of Peace"?

Mr. Wilson has hired and you
are paying the salary of a very
handsome gentleman with mutton-
-chop whiskers who officiates
in Washington as the head of the
department of commerce. The
name of the bewhlskered gentle-
man is Redfield. Mr. Redfield is
the official optimist of the ad-
ministration. Just now he is fill-
ed with joy and pride because

exports, for the year
ended June 30, exceeded the im-
ports by more than a billion dol-
lars, thus breaking all previous
records. This means that the
American working class, last
year, shipped away more goods
than other nations shipped here

Who got the billion dollars?
Did the working class get it or

in Power
How Democrats Have Fulfilled Their
Promises, Including War Tax.

straight-jack- et

rlid the capitalist class get it ?
How much of It did you get? ir N

big trade balance In our fnvor Is
of value to the American working
class, how big WOUid the trade
bain nee have to be to increase
your annual Income to the extent
of S1.000 ? It Is easy enough to
figure out. ir you got $100 or
the billion we have just Collected
rrom Europe, trade balance of
ten billions would be required to
give you 11,000, Did any nation
ever have a trade balance of ten
billions or two billions? Never.
Do you consider, then that your
hope of prosperity lies in enor-
mous trade balances in favor of
this country? Does it seem pro-
bable that Mr. Rockefeller and
Mr. Morgan get more out or trade
balances than you do? Do you
consider that you lost or won
when you looked to great trade
balances to help you ?

Many wise gentlemen told you.
when the war in Europe broke
out. that the war would result
In unexpected prosperity in the
United states where is the pros-
perity? The uinm mition facto-rie- s

are running rull blast, bu
how about the other factories?
Furthermore, to whom do you un-

derstand the great profits of the
ammunition business are going
to the workers or to the owners
of the factories? Do you cull it
great prosperity ' just to be em-

ployed at wages sufficient to en-

able you to pay your bills? Is
that what the owning class call
great prosperity for themselves'.'

I am making uo attack upon Mr
Wilson. I aru attacking the sys-
tem for which he stands Mr.
Taft stood Tor the same system
Mr. Roosevelt stands Tor the same
system. Every president we ever
had stood Tor the same system
It is the system that makes the
natural resources and industrial
equipment of the country subject
to private ownership. In George
Washington's day there was not
much industrial equipment In the
country. Now there is a great
deal. All of the railroads and all
of the great industrial plants are
part of such equipment, ah or us
depend ujwn these industries, The
working class operate them. The
capitalist class owns them. The
working class does the work.
The capitalist class takes the
profits, The working class must
have a chance to work or starve.
The capitalist class says nobody
may work unless there be a pros
pect of a profit to the capitalist,
class because of such work. The
needs of the working class is no-
thing The greed of the capitalist
i lass s every thing.

When these needs and greeds
can both be satisfied, there is
work. When they cannot both be
satisfied, millions are denied a
chance to work. Every measure
that is proposed In congress or
in the white house is but an ef fori
to satisfy both needs and greeds,
That is what Mr Wilson is doing.
That Is what Taft ami Roosevelt
did. They made a sorry mess of
it and Mr. Wilson is making a
sorry mess of it.

INVESTIGATION "DANGEROUS.
Modern Investigation is ripping

many or the old traditions Into
Shreads. Many of the stories our
fathers thought were miraculous
are being explained in a common-sens- e

way. while many others are
found to be based on a tissue of
truth and enlarged upon to suit
the convenience or superstition
peddlers.

The latest revelation is from a
tablet unearthed from the ruins of
Babylon. Dr. Steven Lnngdon, of
Oxford University, lias translated
the hyeroglyphics. He says this
tablet is a thousand years older
than the Genesis account of crea-
tion in the Bible. It makes no
mention or Adam and Eve

According to Dr. Lnngdon. this
tablet tells us that Noah was the
chap who caused us all to be
"born in sin." It locates the
fabled Garden of Eden on the eas:
coast of the Arabian Gulf, about
one hundred miles from the source
of the river Euphrates, and people
had lived in this paradise for hun
dreds of thousands or years be
fore the flood They didn't wear
any clothes ami were innocent
and happy No landlords and no
tenants

lust then along comes Noah
and spoils it all. He was made
supervisor an embrio landlord ol
the Uarden and was cautioned
by the Goddess Nintu (who claim
ed to have created man from clay)
not to eat of the rruit or the
cassia tree, Being human. Noah
had a longing for that which was
denied him just as a fellow has
for booze in prohibition territory

and Noah did eat of the forbid
den fruit. And there lias been a
lot of trouble ever since.

The advantage that this ac-
count has over the story in the
Bible, is that it don't blame wo-
man for the fall of man. Noah
did it all by himself and never
tried to shift the blame on his
wife. Perhaps at that early date
man had not Invented a holy plan
by which woman could be held in
subjection.

According to Dr. Langdon, this
tablet places the flood 35,000
years before the Christian era.
and gives accounts of events for
over four hundred thousand years

previous
Vow. if the foregoing does not

happen to dove-ta- il with your
prejudices, jump on Dr. Lnngdon.
The Kicker Is only telling you
what one of the lending invest-
igators and educators or the day-say- s

about it And nobody will
accus" him with being a Socialist.
All along scientists have claimed
that the human race has inhabit-
ed the enrfh for hundreds ir thou-
sand or years, and if they keep on
they'll prove it.

TDK "FRIEND OF LABOR."
Just before elections all the cap-

italist politicians and candidates
are great "friends of labor." You
can tell It by their speeches anil
mushy talk when pleading for
votes. To prove their sympathy
for the working class, ijulte nil
oT them remind us that they were
'raised on the farm' And the
workers swallow the bait.

During the sessioti of the Mis-
souri legislature last winter J. A.
Phillips was the legislative repre-
sentative ol the Order of the Rail-wa- y

Conductors nt .lefrerson City.
Organized Labor had several
measures they wanted action on
and the various unions had repre-
sentatives on the ground in the
hope of coaxing the "friends of
labor" to do something Tor them.
In his report to his organization
Mr Phillips says:

"The Forty-eight- h General As-
sembly has finished, it will live
in history as the "do-nothi- ng

legislature. From the first da.VS
session to the very end there was
a determined effort on the part
or a group in both
Senate and House to prevent the
enactment or any important leg-
islation for the people.

"They were willing to legislate
In the interest ot rish. birds and
game as well as bees, dogs ami
horses, but when a matter of vi-

tal Interest to human beings to
workingmen came up for consid-
eration it was disposed of quietly
and quickly. Day aTter day was
spent in debating unimportant
matters, such as the number of
ducks, or quail, a hunter might
be permitted to kill. But the sev-

eral good liability laws which
were introduced, and which would
have helped save many human
lives, were never given a mo-
ments consideration. No amount
of prodding could even get one of
them out or committee. It might
be well to ask the next candidate
for the legislature from your dis-
trict whether lie considers human
lire or as much value as the well- -
Tare or the finny tribe.

"The greatest consideration was
given the hard-workin- g, poorly-pai- d

judges. Irom Supreme Court
down to Circuit Judges. The su-
preme Court Judges were Increas-
ed from 84,000 to $7,500 per year
They did not have to even make a
threat to strike in order to get a
'.U per cent Increase in their wag-es- .

All other judges were given
similar substantial Increases,
The guards at the state prison
meekly asked an Increase from
.j'.il) per month to S100 per month.
They were promptly turned down.
IT they had asked Tor $190 per
month their chances would have
been better. Moral: It never;
pays to be a 'piker.'

"The two-hous- e system or gov- -
eminent is also a factor that de-

mands consideration, it is a relic
or the sixteenth century and no
modern institution except the
state could exi-- t under such a
system. Such an undemocratic,
inefficient arrangement would not
be tolerated for a day in a trade
union, and should not be continued
In our city, state or national gov- -
ernmenta

"In addition to the weakness or
the lawmaking system, our own
system ol electing lawyers, bank-
ers, business men and politicians
to make our laws, then paying
one or our members to go to the
capitol and 'beg' for laws is not
satisractory. There are nearly
150,000 union men in Missouri
and only one was elected to go to
Jefferson City as a lawmaker.
The unions recognized the need
for laws by sending eight repre-
sentatives to stand on the outside
and persue their 'begging policy,'
but Tail to stand together berore
the election and send a delegation
as lawmakers who would have a
voice and a vote on every measure
This condition must be remedied
We must elect workingmen to of-

fice in order to get laws in our in-
terest, and they must go as our
representatives, free from the
domination of the old party boss.

"In every other civilized country
on the face of the globe Labor has
its own political party and sends
its own members to participate in
law-makin- g. In this way only
can we ever hope to get a rull
measure or justice. For Labor to
preach solidarity 304 days in the
year, and then, on election day.
divide its strength between two
opposing political parties, is stu-
pidity of the rankest type. Let
us fill our legislative halls with
men of our own class. Men who
know what Labor needs, and who
will get on the floor and tell

WHY?
It is stated by partisan authori-

ty that $310,730 of the school
moneys will be paid back by the
administration if Supt. Gass will
dismiss his mandamus suit Por-tagevil- le

Missourian.
So! But Supt. Gass claims that

something like a half million is
due the school children. Is It an
established rule amonng office-
holders to return only part of the
loot, after they have been
"caught with the goods?"

Read the unmuzzled Kicker.

I

KIN i ROCKEFELLER.
Well, i reckon Rockefeller, Jr.,

is really in Colorado to see. for
the first time, the mining proper
ties from which he has drawn
millions, while starving, jailing
and murdering the men. women
and children who created this
wealth for him.

The plute papers have been boil-

ing over with slop about how he
shares the corn pone and beans
with the workers, and before they
get through. I guess they will
picture the Oil King in overalls
digging coal. Ivy Lee. the Rocke-
feller press agent, knows his biz
of the affair the Milwaukee Lea-

der says:
"Repeated investigations by im-

partial Inquirers have proven that
John D. Rockefeller, jr.. is re-

sponsible ror a system that mur-
dered men. women and children in
Colorado The horrors laid to his
door exceed any others in the
long history of outrages against
labor in America.

Murder and mayhem, bribery
corruption or courts, legislatures
and militia, are a rew of the
crimes brought home to him by

the private and government inves-gatlon- s

that have followed one
another in Colorado

Now he has gone to the spot to
kiss the babies, pat the older
children on the head, make spee-

ches to the schools, share the
food or the miners." and generally
spread mush and piffle thru the
region where his hired killers
have been accustomed to spread
the blood or those he Is now flnt-terln- g

This outburst oT gush and guff
conies only when the United Sta-

tes Commission on Industrial Re-

lations has so piled up the evi-

dence ol his complicity In brutal
crimes that even his paid press
can not longer salve over his guilt
It comes, also, only nDer the lo-

cal, state and national authorities
under the corrupting Influence of
the Rockefeller interests, have
shot, Imprisoned and terrorized
the miners' organization- - almost
out of existence,

His visit purports to be for
the purpose of discovering what
he can do for the miners The
answer Is easy. Call off the thugs,
uniformed and otherwise, the hir-

ed Judges, sheriffs, police and
governors, and permit the miners
to exercise the rights supposedly
guaranteed by the laws and the
constitution

When the organizers of the U- -

nlted Mine Workers are no longer
shot, clubbed and Jailed for exer-
cising their right- - as citizens,
thev will not ask Rockefeller to
do anything ror them They will
then do for themselves. They will
raise their wages to the point
where they can provide their own

'amusement and education with' Ut
'any or the Rockefeller assistance

This Is just what Rockefeller
rears. It is not because he wishes
to do something Tor the miners
that he has substituted gush for
guns in dealing with them It is
only because violence having been
used until it became dangerous,
flattery i. to be substituted as a
means to the same end

For the moment the mailed rist
- to be covered With B velvet

glove But the steel remains un-

derneath, and John R Law son Is

stiii in prison, and the only organ-
ization that can right the battles
or the miners continues to be ille-

gally outlawed in the territory
where Rockefeller Is playing at
philanthropy,

RUSHING TO REPUDIATION.
From the Milwaukee Leader

Upward rises the towering bur-
den of debt. Great Britain's al-

ready exceeds $11,000,000,000
This Is five times the debt of the
United states nt the close or the
civil war.

The other nations are groaning
beneath loads or relatively eipial
weight. Not one o( them can com-
pete in the international market
carrying the handicaps that will
be piled upon them at the close of
this conflict.

Every financial paper is al-

ready discussing the possibility or
repudiation Henry Ford is only
one or many men powerful in the
capitalist world who prophesy re-
pudiation.

ir America can be encumbered
with a portion of this loan, sev-
eral objects will be accomplished

all much to be desired by the
warring nations and much to be
feared by Americans. Such a debt
held in the United States will give
the ruling class or this country a
"stake in the war It will bind
them to any effort that may be
made to enforce payment of the
debt against the wishes or the
European workers.

IT the Socialists of the old world
should rise in revolt against the
bonds that are being forged upon
them and their children, capital-
ist! in America will demand that
this government go to the rescue
of European monarchs to enforce
payment. We will then hear much
of "widows and orphans" who
are threatened with expropri-
ationand there will be a cry to
make more widows and orphans
among the workers who are seek-
ing to escape from bondage.

GOOD MOTIVE.
"You admit you are guilty

then?" thundered the judge.
"Ah do, Jedge. Ah's guilty. Ah

stole dem pants. But, your honah
dere ain't no sin when de motive
is good. Ah stole dem pants to
get baptized in." San Francisco
Star.

It is far easier, to drive a soft-
headed nail than a bard-heade- d

man.

I IN THE SOUTHEAST.
What the People are Doing in Other

Counties that are Near.
In the Bioomfleld circuit court

Weaver Kirby was acquitted oT
crime by a jury after having
pleaded guilty to the Judge. Kir-
by is of the Pyle neighborhood
and was accused or carrying a
pistol. He expected clemency, but
when he heard the recommenda-
tions oT thf prosecuting attorney-h-

withdrew his plea of guilty
ami demanded jury trial, At
dance Klrby had taken a pistol
from a companion who wa drunk
to keep him out of trouble, K i

by carried the pistol holm it h
Mm. and for this "the law" got
after him. The jury happened to
have more sense than "the law
and held that Kirby acted In the
interest of "the peace and digni-
ty or the state" and set him free
Ixioks like even a prosecuting at-
torney would have known that
much.

Country merchants are up
against the mail order house and
they don t know what to do witti
it. They can't do anything. The
mail order house is Simply a de-

velopment or evolution or the re-

tail system The action or a
West Plains business concern
shows to what extent the rural
retailers are alarmed The store
put on a booster contest atid of-

fered prizes to girls who got the
most votes, and offered votes for
catalogues or all mail order
house-- , ami as a result they have
just about cleaned the county of
catalogues From this one sec-

tion about 5,000 catalogues were
gathered. And by Christmas the
store can start another contest --

for that country Will be as full or
the catalogues as ever The peo-
ple order them

Campbell Citizen: One day last
week las Martin of St. Francis.
Ark let his dray team of blind
mules run away With a load of
wood They ran into the St.
Francis river which was nearly
full Of water, and Would have
drowned but ror the aid of two
men in a boat The boatmen suc-

ceeded in getting the team by the
bridle bitts and piloted them to
the opposite side in the scramble
Just before retching the opposite
shore, the boat sank, but the twu
men saved their lives by clinging
to the branches r willow tree-A- ll

ultimately landed safely on
the Missouri side

Cape Tribune. After picking up
a giant rattlesnake when reach-
ing for n tool in a repair pit at
the street car sheds. I H. Price
foreman at the car shedand wide-
ly known leadeer In the Yeoman
Lodge, yesterday afternoon nar-
rowly escaped being by

the righting reptile and inocu
lated with the rattler's venom
Price and his companion. Marvin
McLain, had worked within a few
inches of the nake's resting
place In the repair pit virtually
tin quarters ol the day oerore
the reptile was encountered.

t t
it is always so The Caruthers-vlll-e

Argus Is a "reform" paper
and. at the la- -t city election, got

'what it wanted In its lat Issue
appeared this) "It is probable
that the pres nt city administra-
tion will have some explanations
to make when it comes time for

in the spring. Start-
ing out on a progressive propa-
ganda, it seem- - to have wobbled
along In some manner and got
into the hands of the standpat sa-

loon party, much to the disgust
of some persons who were enthu-
siastic supporters in 1914. "

Poplar Bluff Citizen Robert
Dunn, a Neeleyville young man.
was painfully injured on Monday,
when a young lady friend sh"'.
him. He was visiting with her
and the two had been handling a
revolver that had been unloaded
During the visit Dunn loaded it

and the young lady picked it up,
not knowing It was loaded, she
fired at Dunn The ball passed
through the flesh or the cheek

nioom field Vindicator, Henr.t
Cupman. a farmer living between
Advance and Brownwood vvn-kill- ed

Tuesday morning at his
barn by a mule. The exact man-
ner in which he was killed is un-

known, as no one knew hi- - was in-

jured until one of the members
his family saw him stagger I'roiu
the barn and Tall. He did not re-

gain consciousness, and died In a
rew moments

Tins was hard lin k. 1 he Pem-lsc- ot

Argus relates : "John d,

who escaped from the jail
at Holland some weeks ago and
was recaptured, came nearly es-

caping again Wednesday night
Somebody gave him a file and he
had filed one lock ofr and nearly
the other barring his way to lib-

erty, when the Tile slipped and Tell

outside the jail."

It is reported that O. M. Stew-
art, who lives near Sweet Springs.
Mo. ,has an envelope found recent-
ly among some old papers which
bears a 82,50 United States
stamp. The word "postage"
doesn't appear, the face of the
stamp containing only "United
States." A portrait of George
Washington occupies the center
and in each corner there is a star

Read the unmuzzled Kicker.

Jackson Items. Louis Schuette.
Who lives about a mile southenst
of town, had a narrow eseape
Sunday night from being burned

lOUt, The children hail been
I ut ii.l ,i n.r Ihali, ... .uvttii niT-i- i u S BUU v neti
they retired for the night. Mr.
Schuette blew out the light and
also retired. Just as lie was
about tO fall asleep he heard a
queer noise and on investigating
round the adjoining room ablaze
The lamp hud exploded and the
oil had been scattered over the
table a fid rioor. The fire was
soon extinguished.

The Kicker contained an error
lust week concerning affairs in
Dunklin county. L stated that
the county court had agreed to
accept 88,000 in lieu or $5,500
found short In the office of e.x -- Collector

Douglas, and that a Repub-
lican prosecuting attorney had
obtained Judgment against Mr,
Douglan ror Si 0.000 on another
claim The Judgment was
against e Blakemore
for $10,070.60, and not Douglas,
Defaulting officials are so thick
that it - difficult to keep trackor them and such errors are liable
to creep in.

The county court- - of Bollinger
and Cape counties nave ordered
Injunction proceedings to prevent
the Little River Drainage districtrrom cutting ditches across pub-
lic roads, and the matter is being
agitated In Stoddard county.
This Is done because the Drainage
district hold- - that the taxpayers
or the different counties should
build and keep up the bridge- - All
along the Kicker has held that it
is wrong to tax people to keep up
drain bridges who have no Inter-
est In the district

New Madrid Record. The farm
trai tor demonstration In the St.
Mary field, two miles north or
New Madrid, last Tuesday after-
noon, w as witnessed by, about UO
of our beat farmers The plowing
was done in first Class style, and
showed that it could do lots or
work economically The tractor
engine and plows cost $1,000, and
In a few year- - wh n the price is
reduced there will probably be
quite a numb"!- brought to New
Madrid county

F f. Wiklnson of Charleston
has a farm on which a wheat
1 roi and a corn crop was raised
this year After the wheat was

'
harvi I the ground wai pit l il
corn to be harvested for fodder.
Hi iwever, he season ha- - been Bo
favorable 'or corn that the corn
wili be ga thered.

Some Oak Midge young men
Went possum hunting last week.
One was rounded up and Pertle
Probst didn't know it was play-
ing possum He thought it was
dead, picked it up and was bitten
to tie- bone In both hands

WOMEN' AND WAR.
Men still die for their country

and die as gladly now as they
died in Rome or in the land or

'Canaan. But it is not always or
the fatherland that they think
when the death summons comes.

Here is a very striking passage
from a story c.r the battlefield
which was lately gl"en to Mrs.
Philip Snowden, wife of the En- -
giish labor lea-le- t in parliament,
by an orficer of the front:

'it is not always the shrieks of
the wounded as they fall. It is
not the sight of the dead as they
lie there, but it Is the cry of the
wounded boys calling for their

' mothers and there Is no one to do
anything for them. They are thv
boys of 16 and 17. and even

'younger They may say. mother
mutter.' but in their agony all
those boys call for the one who
has given them the greatest earn
In their lives."

The greatest thing in the world
comes to the front in death The
"mother country" is the country
or the mother, and it is the moth-
erland because it is tier land. And
at her fireside the mother Is call-
ing for the dying boy as desper-
ately as the boy calls for her.

Yet women have no part in war,
we are told. The men bear all
that burden. - it true? What
an aggregate Of heartbreak be-
tween the mother and the son,
the wife and her husband the sis-
ter and t lie brother, this gigantic
massacre In Europe is inflicting
upon the world! New York Mail.

THE PEOPLE AUK DELUDED
John Boyle ORielly.

The mass of poor, ignorant, dis-
organized, do not know the right
of mankind upon earth and never
realize that the world belongs to
its population. A small class in
every country has taken posses-
sion of property, and government
and makes laws for its own safe-
ty and the security of its ninnrW
educating the masses, generation
aiter generation, into the belief
that this condition is the natural
order and the "law of God." By
long training and submission the
people everywhere have come to
regard the assumption of their
rulers and owners as the law or
right and common sense and their
own blind Instincts, which tells
them all men ought to have a
plenteous living on this planet, es
the promptings of evil and disor-
der. ,
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