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“I'i hungry,” she sald, apologet:
feally,

“And plucky, too” I supplemented,
admirlogly. “Most women would be
In a weeping state by this time.”

“Perhaps, | am- walting i1l It Is
all over.”

“You had better take off your mask,”
In fact I felt pusitive that the sight of
her exquinite face would a~t lke a
tonle upon my nerves,

“1 am doirg very well with It on. |
can at least keep my face clean.” She
raised the eurtaln and took a liberal
bite of the apple—so nonchalantly
that I was forced to smile,

“Here's & box,” sald 1; “lets sit
down while we eal. We are  safe
enough. If any one had hoard the

“Proceed, | Have the Courage to
Trust to Your Guidange.”

racket In the coal bin, the cellar
would have been full of police by this
time."

And there we sat. ealmly munching
the apples, for all the world as If the
fron hand of the law wasn't within a
thousand miles of us. It was all very
Amusing, :

“Are—are you the man they arc
hunting for?" she asked abruptly,

“I never stole anything more terr!
ble than green apples—and ripe ones”
~with & nod toward the apple bin,

“Pardon me! | feel very gullly in
asking you wmuch o question, You
baven't told me your name."

“Haven't 1T My name Is Richard
Comstalk, My friends call me Dicky.”

“Meky,” she murmured. “It's
nice name'

“Won't you have another apple? 1
asked impulsively,

“My appetite is appeased, thank
you"

An idoa came to me “$lamilton
sald there were three tens of hoarts
That meant that only one was out of
order. Whare did you get your card

“That 1 shall tell you—Ilater,"

“But are you really an impostor?”

“I whould not be In this cellar else.*

“You are very mystifying.”

‘:.l'br the present I prefer to remaln
o0

We tossed aside tho apple cores,
roso, and went on. It was the longest
cellor 1 ever saw. There ssamed ab-
solutely no end to it. The wine cellar
was walled apart from the maln cel
lar, and had the semblance of a huge
clstorn with a door opening Into it
As we passod It, the vague perfume
of the grape drifted out to us.

“Let's have a bottle,” I began.

“Mr, Comstalk!" '

“By absent-treatment!” I hastened

to add.
“Youwill make a capital comrade—
it we aver got out of this cellar.”
“Trust e for that!"™ I replied gally.
“Be careful; there's & plle of empty
bottles, yearning to be filled with
tomato catsup, Give me your hand.”
But the moment the lttle diglts
closed over mine, & thrill melzed me,
und I quickly bent my head and kissed
the hand. It was wrong, but I could
not help It. She never spoke por
withdrew ber band; and my fear that
she might really be offended vanished,
“We are nearly out of it." 1
ultantly. *“I see the cellar stairs

/ahead. If only those
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