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THE CHRISTMAS TRADE
WAS BEST IN YEARS

as they seemed to kmow what they

Depleted show windows, upheaved
wanted to buy,” says Peck's Drog

stock and tired salespeople tell the
tale of the biggest Christmas business | Store.
the merchants of Columbia have ever| “We have had a good business this
had. Not only was the volume of | year,” says R. E. Renle of Renie Hard-
business increased but the grade of | ware Co. “Although there has been
merchandise bought was usually of |an increass of 20 to 0 percent
the best. People were easily pleased | on almost all merchandise, yet a bet-
and there was little bargaining and!ter grade of goods was bought than
delay. There was a continual com- | that bought last year.”
ing in and going out in the stores, and| €. H. Thomas of Newman's says
the trade was easily handled, accord-| this is the best Christmas they have
ing to merchants. ever had. Useful and lasting gifts
“We have had at least a 60 per-|were what trade demanded and they
cent increase in business this Christ-| gold an unusual number of electric
mas,” said 1. A. Barth of Victor Barth | washing machines and gas ranges.

Clothing Co. “The people bought| *The shoe business this year was
good merchandise and they bought| very good and larger than last year.,”
liberally.” said C. B. Miller. “There would have

“The volume of business done this | been a larger increase had the weather
Christmas was bevond any expecta- | heen less mild.”
tion,” said W. C. Knight of the Drug| “The weather this Christmas season
Shop. “It is one of the biggest Christ-| has affected the shoe trade, but alto-
mas® trade seasons we have ever en-l gether it has been very satisfactory,”
joyed and there was an increase of at [said E. G. Levy of the Levy Shoe
least 40 percent in the business Store.
The buying was snappy and the trade! <Although the weather is not fa-
seemed to know what they “llﬂﬂl.J vorable for the shoe business, we have
The sales were quick and free from  found it much better than last sea-
pricing and bickering.” .'son_" said E. G. Guitar. “The demand
F. A. Henninger of IIenninger's" was for high grade shoes.”
Jewelry store said that not only was  “The people are spending more
the volume of business better this year money this yvear than they did last
than last, but that the grade of mer- year,” savs Jimmie Mogcow. The
chandise bought was beiter and most : amount of the purchase is larger, The
of the trade was cash. ! sales on Christmas candy were very
“The people seemed to know what good.™
they wanted when they entered the  Campbell and Alexander say they
store and bought liberally. We thought sold more high priced articles this
the increased cost of living would af-| year than ever before, and the Mis-
fect the amount of buying, but it souri Store also reports that this
seems the only affect it has had is to has been one of the best holiday sea-
cause a8 more thoughtfully buying and sons it has ever had.
the buying of practical gfits. Our The grocers and butchers as well
business this year is far ahead of our| as the merchants are enjoying a won-
expectations.” is the report of the|derful Christmas business, and there
Strawn-Neate Dry Goods Store. seems to be no disappointments any-
“Our business has been rushed this| where. The postoffice and express
Christmas season,” said Harry Broad- | companies have their share of the
head of Sykes and Broadhead. “We | trade and the delivery service had not
have not time to compare this year's | enough time to spare to give a report.
business with last year's. The buyving| Advertising is one of the best baro-
has been toward useful gifts such as | meters of treae, and the local Christ-
overcoats and raincoats.” mas advertising in the Daily Missou-
“This has been an unusual good|rian show. an increase of almost
season. The trade was easily handled | 12 perceat over last year's.
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Northern Mexico,

By United Press x 7 s
EL PASO. Tex, Dec. 23—vitsta| YIrs. Sally Wood and Ed

Betz Struck by Negroe's
Automobile.

forces are holding Torreon, an lmpor-l
tant railway center, while the bandit
chief, with the main army, is mm‘ingl e
rapidly northward to strike a blow ari Mrs. Salley Wood and son-in-law,
the only formidable force of govern-TBd Betz, of 610 North Sixth street,
ment troops in northern Mexico, un-| While crossing Broadway and Tenth

der General Marguay, at Chihuahua |streets, returning from a show about
City. This is the substance of reports 9:30 o'clock last night. were knocked
to United States authorities tonight. |down by an automobile driven by Mil-
ton Crockett. a negro. Both sustained
g gerious injuries, the exact nature of

By Unite ress which are as yet unknown.

EL: PASO, Dec. 23.—Villa today is M
5 . r. Betz says that the car was going
;m’:"*:‘l’:“:‘y'r:;;‘:zf' ::e :‘:::h::_’,; {at a rate of about twenty-five miles an
. heur. The negro says that because of
. |

r::(:;’l“‘ ln:*les 1 n:n:‘(:el:i {:;‘:‘:‘? dt‘h‘o |the rain on the shield of his car, he
“' | was unable to see Mr. Betz and Mrs.
In an early morning assault yesterday 'r Wood = g
the Villa raiders met with only weak | Crockett was arrested but released

resistance from the Carranzistas. |

Authentic reports of the fall of Tor- | ::u:‘_“m boqd for his appearance In
reon were obtained by the United
States department agest here during
the night and transmitted to Wuh-‘ COLUMBIA IS OYSTERLESS NOwW

ington. Despite the silence of the | "
Mexican consulate, the United States | Shipments Delayed And Nome Could

Be Bought Last Night.
{ There is not a fresh oyster left in
| Columbia. Hetzler Brothers attribute
POSTOFFICE DELAYED BY MAIL | the shortage to the failure of the ex-
| press companies to meet the excessive

Villa Captures Torreon.

authorities here feel sure of their
ground

Largest Volume of Christmas Mail in

24, 1916

DEVELOPED BY BOOKS

ents. Columbia's younger set of high
Miss Leila B. Willis, Public

school students and University fresh-
men have been especially busy with a
Librarian, Says Desire To
“Make Things” Results.

round of informal dances.
FACILITIES ARE POOR

Mrs, W. S, Dorsey gave a Christmas
dance Friday night in honor of her
son, James Dorsey. The guests were
\Misses Frances, Jean and Elizabeth
Bright, Dorothy and Catherine Mum-
ford, Elizabeth Niedermeyer, Helen
Shie, Elizabeth Spencer, Winifred Dy-
sart, Mary Banks, Virginia Hickman,
Frances Gray, Helen Mitchell, Frances

E Es-

terest Columbians in Build- | Pores “eee e
ing Are Made. ell, Rex Sinnock, Philip Stephens,
S Overton Robnett, Garland Conley, Ben-

TR § 00 SNS: ; Aaps ‘h‘lljnmine Shore, Cuthbert Stephensom,
Miss Leila B. Willis. Librarian of the | gichard Spencer, Estill Guitar, Clf-
Columbia Public Library, is covinced ! ford Brown, James and Willlam Tay-
a new library would de for Columbia. lor, Laurence Stewart, Woodson Moss,
She speaks from years of experience | y. John Dalton and J. B. Herndon.
when she says it would develop a wid- | v and Mrs. W. Fuqua of Monroe
er interest of children in industry. City are visiting Mrs. Dorsey. Mrs.
For even with the present narrow l'a-I Fuqua was formerly Miss Margaret

Plans For Campaign To In-

sorority. Mr, Bradley is a West Point
graduate, of the class of 1915. He
won his “A" there in football and
baseball and a medal for sharp shoot-
ing. He is now stationed at Yuma,
Ariz, with the 14th infantry. After
the wedding the bride and bride-groom
will go to San Diego, Cal., and be at
home in Yuma after January 20,

The “Gang” will give a dance tomor-
row night at the Beta Theta Pi house.
Mr. and Mrs. F. W. Niedermeyer, Mrs.
E. L. Mitchell, Mr. and Mrs. J. L.
Stephens, Mr. and Mrd. H. J. Waters,
and Mr. and Mrs. Warren Fuqua will
be the chaperons. The “Gang” is an
organization of town boys: Cuthbert
Stephenson, Lawrence Dorsey, Roy
Sinnock, Antonlo Davidson, Jack Wat-
ers, James Dorsey, William Taylor,
Lawrence Stewart, Ernest Mitchell,
Pierce Niedermeyer, Philip Stephens,
Garland Conley., Woodson Moss, Jr.,
Overton Hobnett and James Taylor.

A dance will be given at the Union
Friday night {or the students who are

cilities the boys evince a much strong-
er interest in the books that tell how

to “make things" than any other kind.'

Likewise, the books on making gifts
are the most popular with the girls.

One small boy. afer struggling out
of the door with an armful of books-
one for each member of the family—
told how he made an airship after
reading “The Boy's Aeroplane.” But,
since it broke from hitting the wall
in its flight, he is going to try one now
with six propellers—"one on each side
and four in the back,” he stoutly af-
firms.

All the boys, Miss Willis says, are
interested in electricity and mechan-
ies. The boys are glad., she says, be-
cause the Elks Club has promised to
have Popular Mechanics sent to them.

Another thing the new library. for
which the Tuesday Club and other or-
ganizations are working. would make
possible, is the displaying of the books
that are approved by the Library
Commission of the Boy Scouts of
America in New York. According to
Miss Willis, book manufacturers for-
merly used the Boy Scout stamp on
anything they thought the boys would
read, but this is now unlawful. Lists
of approved books for both boys and
girls are sent by the American Li-
brary Assoclation in Chicago,

The library now has books for chil-

dren on language, science, useful arts,
fine arts, literature, history,
and fiction, and would have many
more if there were any way of meeting
the expense.

Not only do children come to the li-
brary. Elderly women, who tell how
much they like to read. and young
women, too busy themselves, send
little sisters for Thomas Hardy's nov-
els,

Miss Willis is communicating with
Miss Elizabeth B. Wales. secretary of
the Library Commission of Jefferson
City. about plans for a campaign

travel f for them tomorrow.

wherewith to interest the people of
Columbia in a library.

Columbia’s Largest (Cheese,
What is left of the largest cheese
ever known to have been in Columbia
is now at Richard's Meat Market. It
is a mild cream cheese and weighed
520 pounds. It measured eighty-nine

inches in circumference and was'
“made to order” by a Chicago firm. It
was cut two days ago and the gmter'
portion has already been sold.

SOCIETY NOTES

By the number of marriage licenses |
issued this week and the weddings |
that have taken place or are to talr.el
place soon, one would think that Cu-
pid and Santa Claus have formed a

Dorsey. in Columbia for the holidays,

Prof. and Mrs. . K. Burdick of
Ithaca, N. Y., are visiting Prof. and
Mrs, 0, D. Kellogg at their home on
Thilly avenue. Professor Burdick is
a member of the faculty of the School
of Law of Cornell University. He
wans formerly in the faculty of the
School of Law of the University of
Missouri. Sunday afternoon Professor
and Mrs. Kellogg will entertain in-
formally for them, and Tuesday night
Dean and Mrs. Walter Miller will give
a dinner party for them.

Mrs. E. L. Mitchell will give a dance
Tuesday night at the Beta Theta Pi

Julsome round of

A danee was given last night by
gome of Columbia’s young people at
the home of Mr. and Mrs, F. W.
Niedermeyer,

Miss Jessie Cook of Jefferson City
is the guest of her sister, Mrs, Charles
Digges,

Jriends.

Mr. and Mrs. Clarkson Rollins of
Grand Haven, Mich., will spend a few
days In Columbia this week with Miss
Margaret Rollins on their way to Pas-
adena, Cal, where they will remain
for the winter.

Mr. and Mrs. William Ashley Gray
and two children of St. Louis are in

That the day may bring you a

alloy---and that it prove a genuine
case of genuine Christmas Joy is 1
the wish of FREDENDALL'S 1
to all its employes and Columbia 1

house in honor of My,
numewdﬂurn.::‘&
ing the holidays with Mry,
mother, Mrs. C. F. McVey,
coxson of Carroliton
mlothmrum&*h

Miss Verna K;n'.,
i e

| that Wednesday night of Miss Lagpy
Sapp, daughter of Mr, ang Mrs. PR
Capp, 308 Christian Coliegs pyem
and James V. Billings, LL. B. 15, whe
is now assistant to A -

Barker. Mr. and l!r':.m Blm..w
for a short visit to Mr, Billings* pg

ents at La Plata before going .:
ferson City where they wil “‘“ j
home. = i

pleasure without -'?

Columbia visiting Mrs. Gray's par-
ents, Mr. and Mrs. E. W. Stephens. A
family Christmas dinner will be given |

Silk, China.

Your friends have not seen

and bear in mind, in wish

Years All Over Country. |
By United Press

WASHINGTON, Dec. 23.—Miljjons
of pounds of mail innundating the
Postoffice Department =all over the
I'nited States today in the biggest vol-
ume that the Christmas season has
ever presented to the postmasters
Every postoffice in the country has
been hit by the deluge.

Several hundred telegrams a day
have been sent lo the Postoffice De-
partment regarding delivery of rec-
ord mails and record obstacles in their
deliveries in every big city between
New York and San Francisco, Strug-
gling through snowstorms and bliz-
zards, mail trains are making their
way across the continent from eight
to twelve hours late.

Postmaster General Burleson today
ordered all superintendents to press
freight cars into service in an effort
to catch up with the biggest volume
of mail Mr. and Mrs. Santa Claus have
ever entrusted to Uncle Sam.

MAY HINDER RAILROAD SERVICE

Coal Shortage Will Result If Miners
Take a Vacation Now,

By Uaited Press

DES MOINES, la., Dec. 23.—Rail-
way lines running through Des Moines
may have to curtail service seriously
because of coal shortage if miners
take the usual two and a halfl day va-
cation they generally enjoy at Christ-
mas. The Rock Island already has
been forced to annul some freight
traing and in some instances has com-

| shipping demands.

Shipments of oysters, which left
HBaltimore Wednesday morning are not
here yet. They are expected by Mon-
day. however, g0 customers will not be
without their oyster dressing for their
Christmas dinner. The express held
up is due in part to the car shortage,

Y. E. Sullivan of the Richards Meat
Market said that, in spite of the fact

| turned from boarding school and col-

trust to ensnare Columbia’s young
folk during Christmas. Rivalling these
wodding celebrations have been the
parties given for the number of Co- |
lumbia girls and boys who have re-

lege or from teaching in high schools
e —————————————————

For “Last Minute” Bu)ers

that he has a standing order with l!
Baltimore firm for oysters'he has
none in stock as yet. He tried to re-|
lieve the emergency by telegraphing
to St. Louis for a quantity, but has
heard nothing of them. Mr. Sullivan
said he would consider himself lucky
if one shipment came,

Tissue paper and eggs and other|
rare things are increasing in value
in Columbia. All of the dorntownt
stores are out of tissue paper, and one
man was heard to say in a local store
yvesterday: *“I would give twenty-five
cents for a sheet.” The merchants
all had large supplies on hand for the
Christmas rush but they underesti-
mated the demand.

Holly was scarce last night because
of the failure of express shipments to
arrive. A shipment ordered Wednes-
day from city markets arrived late’
vesterday afternoon. |

Farmer In Jail For Drunkemess. |
Fayette James, a farmer who lives
near McBaine was locked up in the
city jall yesterday afternoon for
drunkeness. Hemnﬁuotﬂusky'

mandeered coal.

which he sald he brought to Columbia

Here is the logical store for the ““last minute”
selections! We have a wonderful stock of
appropriate gifts of every description.

Open Christmas Morning
CAMPBELL & ALEXANDER
920 Broadway

Open Christmas

The Gift you forgot to give is here.

Our wonderful stock is overflowing with ap-
propriate gifts—gifts of true merit and artistic worth
—and all offered at the lowest possible prices.

Shop

Virginia Building

from his home.

Joe Janousek’s Art ||

A Merry Christmas Day

Among the lnTu-_girls who have 1
been away from home teaching this - '\1‘
winter, now visiting their parents for ou 8
the holidays are Miss Katherine Jones, y X i
daughter of Dean and Mrs. J. C. Jones, | see -
who has been teaching in Louisiana; | y® g
Miss Abbie Elwang, daughter of Rev. ' : ¥ ;‘
W. W. Elwang, who has been teaching Christ & |
| in Mexico; Miss Adeline Jesse, daugh- | tree 1
ter of Dr. and Mrs. R. H. Jesse, who s - 1
has also been teaching at Mexico, |
and Miss Helen Williams, daughter of] ODC Of the
I Mrs. W 3

ean and Mrs. Walter Williams. | best typc tOO'

A Columbia wedding of interest is - .
1thal of Mizs Mary Elizabeth Qua}le' and Whl]e! dear :
|and First Lieutenant Omar .-\'elmu' ~ : hn
Bradiey, which will take place here| sir, ‘tis not a
December 28. Miss Quayle was gradu- | s - E
ated from the School of Education of | fll', yet It was made K
the University last spring. She is al L : '
member of the Kappa Alpha Theta ﬁl’ you. TIS tl'llf, 'E

— — 3 g )

— = ; you see upon this tree ¥

° . t

Embroidery, . Do presents, rich and ;
rare; yet please be kind, o

these beautiful Oriental goods. | the gifts are thCl'C. We now s SJiS K
They are: 1' ol all th h .
Best for Christmas Gifts [ffil ; e‘ short and all
Now on display in the | ) TORINE m‘ddlc‘agtd and ! '
Orienal case. gray, the poor
CO-OP the rich
Get them before they run out white :
black LA
as pitch, b
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