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NONE GIRL’S FOLLY.

EY ANNA SHIELDS.

I was cnly seventene when it all
happend. Seventeen when I walk
od home through the clover fields in
the cool of an August evening and
wished I could die then and there.
T seem to see myself now, as dazed
and miserable, counscience-stricken,
mortified aud heart-sore, I stumbled
along until I reached my home, and
ocept into my own room, utterly
erushed. Then I thought mysell =«
martyr to eircumstances, unfortu-
mite and blighted for life. Now I
smile, sadly, it is true and think
what a little fool I was.

Orphaned in iufancy; I was taken
home by my aunt, Miss Edith Gate:
my father's sister, and made her pet
plaything and comfort. She had no
one else upon whom to lavish the
wealth of a loving heart, and she
gave me 1its entire devotion. But
experience of life was bounded by
the narrowest limits. In our little
village society was an interchange
of tea drinkings, spending the day
with a neighbor, and an occasiousl
summer picnic. My education was
entirely conducted by Aunt Edith,
a1d while there was & basis of solid
information imparted by the driest
of educational text-books, my accom
plishmenis consisted of a smaller
knowledge of the piano, a very lim-
ited amount of I'rench, and a varied
experience in fancy work.

I could cook gnd keep a house in
order; I could cut amd make every
thing [ wore; I could cultivate a
flower gardeu and was learned in
the ways of chickens and heus. But
my literary acquiremeuts were veiy
small and my knowledge of fiction
or poetry consisted of a small ae
quuintance with Shakespeare, Miss
Edgeworth, aud Milton. To say I
eared for vone of them would be
mortifying, but it is true.

I only tell all this to show what
an ignorant child T was when I was
called upon to exercise & woman's
privilege aud choose between two
suitors.

From the time when I could first
cun alone, Albert Gates. a far awny
cousin who lived close by us, had
been my playmate and companion.
To him I looked for ull my echild-
hood’s pleasures, and as I grew old-
or, for the protection that even a
boy can give one younger and weak .
er than himself. His father was 2
farmer and owned a pretty place,
which his mother made & second
home to me. I called them uncle
and aunt, but they were cousins, two
or three times removed, of Aunt
Edith’s.

As I grew from childhood to girl-
hood, Albert and I would some
times talk of a far away future when
I was to be his wife and we were to
live at the farm. My wildest dream
in those days never went beyond
this, the quiet life of a farmer's wife
with Albert’s love and ali the verene
content which his mother enjoyed.

But when I was just sevenieen a
new and strange world opened to
me. Aunt Edith after fifty years of
single Iife, married the minister and
six months later went with him to
India, upon missionary duty. My
mother's sister, who lived in New
York had offered me a home long
years before, and had never ceased
to urge her claim. So ‘When Aunt
Edith sailed I was taken to New
York, and my Aunt Mary, Mrs. Juli.
us Hamilton had the eare of me.

Oh, what a desolate little waif I
waa! I pity that child who was
once myself, with a tender; yearning
pity to this day. Aunt Mary was »
woman of fashion, a wealthy child-
less widow, whose ideas of life were
bounded by the requirements of so-
ciety and fashion. She had urged
her claim upon me from childhood,
but when I was actually in her poe-
session she found me all she most

Yisliked.

I was very pretty. It would be
but mock modesty to pretend ignor-
auce of that fact, but I was shy, ig
norant, awkward—a nraw country
girl, and yet too old to begn a sys-
tem of education such as my aunt
desired- Continually scolded where
Thadbeen petted; sneered at and
kept perpetually reminded of my
shorteomiugs and ridiculed for my
waat of manners, my shyness only
b.came more psivfal and my awk.
wardness more apparent.

But I was dazzled by the wealih
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|arcund me. For days the mere ta-
' ble gevice of silver and glass, the
| decorated china, the fine damask,
iﬁlled me with delighted awe. Ser-
| vants, too were a wonder and  pieas
ure to me. Accustomed to do every
thing for myself, it filled me with a
childish seuse of importance to or-
der attentions from the domesties:
I felt like a queen every time I rang
| the bell, and to sit idly and see my
roon: put in order was a source of
the most profound gratification. To
ved menls for the firsd

| see well ser
I after they were on the table, |
thewr

{ time
aud have no eare 1n
tion was another delight.

To be sure my aunt’s tyranny—it

pn'p;{ TI'ik-

was little less—made we long often
for the freedom of my old life, and
yet it did look like hardship to think
of the that would
meet o there.

Judged to be tuo young and igno-
raut to be introduced into society, I
was put under competent wmasters
for musie, dancing and languages,
snd kept out of sight as mueh as
possible, seeing only my auunt’s most
intimate friends.

But amongst these I found a lov-
er. He was a man of ubout, 40 a
lawyer, and had both position and
wealth. To this duy I feel a stupid
wonder at his infatuation! What a
man of the world, handsome and ac-
complished, ecourtel by sociely,
weaithy and fastidious, could find n
me to make him want to share his
life with me, [ eannot, cven now im-
But the fact remains that he
loved me aud wooed me in a courtly
fashion.

My aunt was at ouce ammazed and
delightel.  She kept constautly be-
fore we the advantages that woul.
be mive if Mr. Elton was serious in
his intentions. He had taken me to
opere, concert, d we and rde; had

menial dotics

agine.

lavished flow:rs and music upon me;
had wisited 1y nnot upon every -
aginable pretext, aud by his gen(le-
nesg and kindness had charmed
Deter-
mined to help adong the w oing, my

away my shy awhkwardn ss.

aunt made a study of my dress, aud
while she faillel to plant
sting of dependence in eveiy favor,

never da
to keep me reminded of my peuni-
less condition, she brought all iy
beauty by becoming attire, and wa-
generous in gilts if not in words,

Ever before me during that win
ter, was the temptation of wea'th
and position  copared to poverty
und obscarity. Me. El-
ton urged his suit by cvery aet of
devotion, Albert Gat
two and three tim s o0 week
tone of an accepted lover
waited till he was of aue
m: «.d tike me back to the dear
old farm-house, whae his futher
and wother would welicome me as «
dearly oved daughter.

I uot a wicked eoquett

though I see how iuueh like one 1
appeared. I was a foolish child
who did not iu the least rvealize th.

importance of the situation in which
I was placed.

But in the spring it became evi-
dent that I could not well bear the
excitement and strain of my new life
Accustomed to be fast asleep by
nine o'clock it made me ill to sit up
till long past midnight at opera or
concert, aud sleeping till late in the
morning did not act as tonic.

My aunt relaxed something of her
rules of seclusion when Mr. Eiton
became my suitor, and I was allow

ed to come down stairs to all the
home festivities, and visit the homes
of very intimate friends. Added to
this, I was kept strictly to my les-
sons and piano practice, and daily
exercises.! 1t was no wonder that
the early spring found me pale and
Janguid, and the physician who took
care of my aunt’s nerves advised her
§0 send me into the country.

“A watering-place will not do,”
ke said decidedly; “your niece needs
perfect rest for several months.”

Then, with a sudden spasm of
homesickness, I begged to be sent
to D—, my old home. The house
in which Aunt Edith lived was rent-
ed to her cousin, who consented to
let me have my old room. Half D—
think, was related to me, for every
other house, it was said, belonged
to a Gates, and going to Cousin
Hannah was like going back to Aunt
Edith. But I was spoied I
found my girlish appetite refused
tore sh rok and beans, salt beef
and eabbage; berry pies were an a-
tomination to me and fastidious

Tor while
S Wrote o e
in the
He only
to cluim

wius

my confession.

teould sneed him at the traiu, so I re-

nose curled up at gingerbread. I|
ment«lly eriticised the cut of Cousin |
Hannah's ealico dress and shudder-
ed at her sun bonnet.

Worst of all, Albert's deficiencies
of dress and education became pain-|
fully apparent, at the same time|
that his genuine manly devotion was
most pressing. It was a busy time
with farmers, and I avoided Albert
whenever I could, while now my
letters came from Mr. Elton, word-|
ed with an friendliness, vet |
eontaining an uudertone of uuihor-t
ity, as if already Le felt |
dictate my !

|
easy t
a right to
life. |
)

either of my lovers on that August |

uight of which T huave written.
day had been warm but vot oppres |
sive. and when the moon rose. and
the breeze sprang up seft and deli
ciously cool, I was not unwilling to
stroll with Albert down the road
toa spot beside the river bauk,

ant to the young peopls of D—.
We had been scated but a
moments wheu Albert for the first
time wade me a downright offer of
his hand, and I knew in that instant
that I loved hita. I loved him and
not three hours before I had
swered a similar proposal from Mr
Eltou by acespting him. All the
glamour {1l from before me whin

few

-

sition.

I canuot write the words of the
scene that foliowed T was fright-
ened at Albert’s rage, his bitter re-
prosches and scareely knowing what
Ised, Itold b the truth—that
my ;romise was given but wy lieat
Wits 118,

H ilavg me from him as T clung
to L s urin. imploring him to forgive
me, wud strode
Elte . e

the iree 1o face me.

away  just as Mr.
from  bebind

He had not 1

me forward
tended to play eavesdropper but my
aun’ had beeu taken suddenly, dan-
gers \'.sly i“, :l!ls] '{1:1-1 st f-:l‘ {1 TR
Dirve cted by cousin Haonval he had

followed e, to hear the most of
A bert's nnger was not so crashe-

ol

believ-

in:__,' as  the eolll sarcasmn his
woils, as he told wme Lie had
ed ine H:-I!l'!r‘ tender child uisl_v to
fiud me a ealealating coquette.
Thire was no return frain to New
York until and I

eurly morning,

fused his escort back to the house
and be left me.

But my life did not cud as I hop-
ed it would on that miserable night.
I was besido my aunt by wvoon the
next day, and roused from my sel-
fish grivf by her elaims upon my
care- She lay ill, very ill, for sev.r-
al weeks, and then was ordered to
Europe still an ijavalil.  TFor six
long years she was hopeleasly sick,
and I was her constant nurse and
¢ mpanion. We both learued much
in those years, and when she died
and left me her entire fortuune, I
could smile over the misery of the
poor child who stumsbled through
the clover fields, praying to die.
Albert Gates married the pretti-
est girl in D—, and Mr. Elton mai-
ried a widow as old as himseif and
now has a daughter as old as the
girl he once sought for his wife.

I' No I never married; but there
is not a happier, more contented old
maid living than I have been for
thirty years and more.

The Sharon Case Ended,

San Francisco, Cal, Jan. 15. —
Judge Shafter in the superior court
to-rendered a decision in the Sharon
case which virtually ends that fa-
wous litigation. The principal point
in the present controversy wasa
demurrer to the answer made by the
Sharon heirs. In this they incorpo
rated the degree of the United
States circuit court by which the al-
leged marriage contract between Sa-
rah Althea Hill and William Sharon
was decided a forgery and ordered
canceled. Judge Shafter held this
decree of the United States court
was superior to all other courts and
that the contracts bad no legal exis-
tence. He ordered the Sharen case
postponed indefivitely.

Senator Brice Now
Columbus, O., Jan. 14.—Calvin S.
Brice was to-day at noon elected to
the United States senate, receiving
a majority of the vol2s in eash

I was not positively engaged to |,

The |
hundred rebels were wounded.
| remninder

!t'.\‘entg--m-e of the

v |sioned were.

where under a spreading tree there|
was a wide benceh especially pleas-|

Albert spoke, und I knew that I had |

sold myseli for euse, luxury and po-|

{tracted by a youug fellow who lay
jon his bed with eves elozed and his

BRAZILIAN TROOPS REVOLT.

Quite a Bloody Conflict 1n the Repub-
hic's Capitai

New York, Juu. 14.—One of the
correspondents of C. R. Fiint wrote
from Rio de Janeiro under date of |
December 23, 1889, as follows: “The |
outlook here is rot reassuring, Last
evening parts of two regiments of
cavalry, infantry and artiliery muti-
They tore up the republican
flag and raised the old imperial flag,
and it required all regiments
wy 1o subdue them. They

1 it‘d.

the
(“..‘;ll artills

o

agzat al the Sareatocus Gl a guar-
at night and one
The
To day
ring leaders were

1.
18

ter past S o ¢clog
surrendered.

None of the officers weren
the mutiny, but all the won-commis-

shot.

The cuuse of the mu-
with the
men's pay. The police are paid three
imiireil a day and the soldiers claim
{they were promised the same, but it
was raised to not quite that amount.
It is said that a number of old con-
servatives and liberals have been
tampering with the soldiers and
were at the bottom of last night's
row. This morning early Silveira
Martins, Barao De Lageo, Dr. Lima
Gurate, D:. Ferrira Vianna,
minister of justics in the last con-

[tiny was dissatisfaction

late

| . T ) .
servative ministry, "and Commenda-

tdor Braga, one of the leading mer-
:s_-l::'mts of Rio, were arresred.”

AG. A. K.
“Towards the close ol the war,”
said a member of the G. A. B. whose
mind 18 well stocked with reminis-
cences at a recent meeting of his

Story.

pest, “I was visiting a southern hos-
pital, an:d while passing through one

oi the wards my attention was at

face so white and still that I thousht
be must be dead.  Winie I stood
looking ut him a door near at haud
opened und u youny girl, benutilul
as ﬂ““tilf'fll ;"“'ld sometimes wre, €n
tered. The wonnded
his eyes, and saffering a spasm of

10 lb-.il\i

mun  opened

puin as he tarued his head
at her exelaimed:

“0Oh, Lord!™

“Why do you spesl my futher's
name?" asked the girl, advavecing to
his side.  “I am n daughter of the
Lord. Is there anything you would
like to have ask of Him lor yoa?”

“Yes, came the avswer 1 slow,
euffering tounes, while he devoured
her with his eyes. “Yus; ask him if
he'll take me for a sone-n.-tuw.”

Suppeossed tor Cituse .

New York, Juu. 15—At the annu-
al meeting  of the Americau society
of eivil engincers, begun here to-dny,
the committee appointed to look in-
to the bursting of the dam at Johns-
town, Pa., stated that the repirt
had been decided upon. Some dis-
cussion was had when it was agreed
that just at present it w..uld be un-
wise to make the report publie b.-
cause of the many suits peuding for
damages. Finally it was decided to
s~al the report and keep it sceret.

According to the philosophy of
the pessimists there is always some
thing to dread. Some oue says:
“Man has anything but a soft snap
on the earth. When he is wall he
is in constant fear of being ill, and
when he is ill it is always time for
him to take his medicine.” So trou-
ble is always in sight for the jaun-
dice-eyed.

Sneezing people do not care much
for toys. Many hundreds of thcu
sands of framcs were lost by the
great Louvre establishment because
of influenza. During the holidays
no one would visit the place to buy
the mountains of Christmas and New
Year'stoys, which remain unsold
and will probably be carried over
till next year.

The pope is keeping up with the
eurrent history of the world. He
reads the newspapers of all nations
from € to 10 every evening. He
knows how to remain young and
wise,

A manin Massachusetts who ac-
cepts a free pass takes his own risk.
Th- supreme court of the state has
ruled that a man who is i jured
while riding on such a pass eannod

branch of the legislature.
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McFARLAND BRO§

——————— ‘A‘l l\

BUTILLER ——
KEEP THE LARGEST STOCH

AT TuE BESY PRICES IN

HARNESS and SADDLRE}

SPOONER PATENT COLLE

-—=PREVENTS CHAFING——

CANNOT CHOKE A HORS

Adjusts itself to any Horse’s neck, has two rows of stitching,

will hold hames in place better than any other collar.

FRANZ BERNHARD

~olengent rorcne Mockford and Aurors watcher, in Golil, Silver and Filled Cases,

Is headquarters tor Fue Jewelry

Watches, Clocks, Solid Silver and Plated Ws

Spectacles ot all kinds and tor all ages; also fine Opera Glasses. Y.

are cordialily invited te visit his establishment and examine
his splendid display of beautitul goods and the low prices,

ALL KINDS OF

r,
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ENGRAVING NEATLY EXECUT

A. O WELN

"

-

JEWELRY STORRE

PETTYS & WELT

DEALEiII~ IN

Staple:Fancy Groceri‘ |

Feed and Provisions of all Kinds.

ICICARSE ANT TOBACCO,

Produce.

East Side Square. Butler, MO

C. B. LEWIS, Prop'r.

THE BRICK LIVERY STABLE §

AMPLE SUPPLY OF
Buggies, Carriages, Phaetons,
Drummer Wagons, &c.

This is one of the best equipped Stables in this section
of the state.

FIRST- CLASS RIGS FURNISHED
At any hour, day or night on the most reasonable terms.

Farmers desiring to put up their horses when in the city §

will find this barn the most convenient in town.

BEEF"NOTE.—The Constables office can glso be found at

the office of the barn. Call and see me.

C. B. LEWIS.

Trecoyer damgea.
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|
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Always pay the highest market price for Couf
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