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Are Floods Increasing?
Figures of the United States Geo-

logical Survey Indicates Cost of
Flood Destruction.
The present disastrous floods

of the Mississippi River and the
inundation of the surrounding
lowlands throughout the break-
ing of the levees suggest the in-

quiry: Are floods increasing in
the United States? Present con-

ditions are admittedly most
floods of both the Ohio

and Missouri rivers swelling the
already heavy flow of the Missis-

sippi itself, and this has created
what will probably pass down in
history as the worst flood of the
Mississippi since the settlement
of the country. Precipitation
either snow or rain must ulti-

mately take two courses, either
along the surface of the ground
directly into water-course- s or
into the ground by percolation,
with subsequent discharge into
the rivers by seepage. The wa-

ter which causes floods is that
part of the precipitation which
t3 not absorbed into the ground
and which therefore Jmust floe
along the earth's surface. Ac-

cording to M. 0. Leighton, chief
hydrographer of the United
Geological Survey, in Water-Suppl- y

paper 23-1- , which contains
papers on the Conservation of
Water Resources, "there are five
classes of agencies, or conditions
affecting the flow of streams.
The first is climate, under which
are comprised rainfall, evapora
tion, temperature, wind and hu-

midity. Although these are
exceedingly variable from day
to day and from season to sea-

son, the observations that have
been recorded indicate that a
period of years embraces all con-

ditions, so that the mean of them
may be considered fairly con-

stant. There is verylittle evi

Mayor s

dence, except in special areas,
that reveals any progressive and
permanent change in climatic
condition?. The second agency
is topography, and the third
geology, both of which may be
considered absolutely stable. The
fourth is surface vegetation,
which includes forest cover and
cultivated land. The fifth con
sists of artificial agencies, such
as storage reservoirs and drain-
age, which produce rapid and
marked effects on river dis-

charge.
When the physicial conditions

on the drainage areas are sum-
med up, the one great change
that has been produced in the
vegetative conditions is the re-

duction of forest area. On some
of these drainage areas it ha6
occurred by slow progression and
on others more rapidly. It is
certain that in some areas' this!
forest cutting has caused barren
conditions .because the land was
of such a character that after it
was relieved of forest protection
it eroded easily and it3 produc-
tive portions were quickly swept
into water courses. Summarily,
therefore, it may be stated with
confidence that the increase in
flood tendency shown so unmis-
takably is due in by far the
largest measure to the denunda-tio- n

of forest areas.
Figure! Iadicaln Flood Damag oa lacreato.

A complete census of flood
damages for any year or series
of years has never been attempt-
ed, but a few years ago the
United States Geological Survey
made inquiry of all the railroads
of the United States concerning
flood losses during the period

1. 1900, to August 1908.

The were selected for
this purpose because it is well
known that they are, by reason
of their location and extent, sub

City

ject to greater damage than
any other single interest, and it
was believed that from the
figures so produced a fairly rep-

resentative basis of estimate
might be obtained. The follow-

ing table gives the resulting
estimates from 1900 to 1908.
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From previous studies of this
matter it appeared that the rail-

road losses resulting from floods
amount to about 10 per cent of
the total loss arising therefrom,
excluding, of course, the largest
single item of loss, of which is
the depreciation of realty values
arising from flood menace.

Allen MeNeal of Graham,
Mo., conceived the idea of hatch-
ing grasshoppers to feed hi3
chickens. After hatching the
spring from his incu-
bator, he took several shovelfuls
of ground where he believed
grasshoppers had deposited eggs
and the warmth of the incubator
caused the eggs to hatch, and in
a few days he had a swarm of
young grass-hopper- s. Bloom-fiel- d

Republican.

A a tour of the state will be
made by the Missouri State Im-

migration Society during the
week of Arril 29th to May 4th.
Meetings will be held along the
route for the purpose of organ-
izing local immigration
with the view of incouraging
immigration to the state.

Proclamation
Clean-U- p Day.

MAYOR'S OFFICE.
City of Capk Uikakukai'. Mo., AriUL 22, 1912.

TO THE CITIZENS OF CAPE GIRARDEAU:

As the conditions warrant a combined effort. n the part of the City,
and the property owner and citizens generally, toward placing the City in
geod sanitary condition before the hot weather begins, and as we are to
have "the stranger within our gates" delegates and other representatives
of organized bodies and gatherings, which will convene here during the month
of May, it behooves us as befitting such occasions to show our appreciation of
their having selected our city as a meeting place, to have the City present an
appearance that will impress them favorably. Such results can only be ac-

complished by having clean streets and attractive home surroundings.

Now, therefore, To the end thut such may become a fact, and that
the City and the citizens work hand in hand for the purpose, I, F. A. Ka;e,
Mayor of the City, hereby designate

Wednesday, May 8, 1912,
as the day for putting such combined efforts into effect, and respectfully
request that all citizens, and especially householders, whether owner or ten-

ant, will clean. up their premises on that day and place all refuse, rubbish or
anything calculated to accumulate dirt, or mar the jjood appearance of their
yards, lawns or other surroundings that should be removed from in front of
their premises, on the street, and the City will, after notice has been given
the Street Commissioner by the property owner, remove same.

sealJ

January
railroads

Witness my hand as Mayor, with the seal of the city aflixed,
attested by the City Clerk, this 22nd, day of April, 19 2.

Attest:
GEO. E. CHAPPELL, Clerk.

far

chickens

societies

F. A. KAGE, Mayor.

LGOAL AKD GEuEHf.L

The Knights & Ladies of Se-

curity, comprising the 13-14--

districts, were in convention
here Wednesday. The conven-
tion was called to order at 10
o'clock by Thos. J. Juden, the
presiding officer, and A. II.
Beard of Lebanon was made
temporary secretary. The invo-
cation was made by Dr. Ivan
Lee Holt and Dr. W. S. Dear- -

mont delivered the address of
welcome in a forcable manner
and was followed by Attorney S.
N Lorts of Rolla. The after-
noon session was given over
principally to the selection of
delegates to the national conven-
tion to be held in San Francisco
the coming month, the following
representatives being chosen to
represent the body: Thos J.
Juden, Cape Girardeau and J.
W. Rounds of West Plains. Be
sides the regular chosen dele
gates, several members express
ed their desire to go along and
enjoy the big convention, at
which prominent members from
all over the country will be pres-

ent. The district convention
held here was thoroughly enjoy-
ed, the K. & L. of S's speaking
highly of the treatment received
at the hands of the local lodge as
well as the courtesies extended
by Cape citizens generally, who
are always glad to mingle with
members of this fast growing
society who are composed of the
best citizens. The Knights and
Ladies are always welcome here.
At the conclusion ot the work a
sumptious dinner was served by
the ladies in the city council
halls.

The directors of the Houck
system of railroads met here
Monday to agree upon the dis

iposalof the company's railroad
(properties. The directors were
j authorized to either lease or sell
the property, but as the meeting

j only aimed at forming a means
of disposal, it is not known
what disposition will be made of
the roads at this time. As far
as the public is concerned, the
desire is that the Frisco or I. C.

railroads will be the lucky buy-

ers, as these companies are
financially prepared to improve
the service of the road, which
if such sale materializes, will be
instrumental in putting Cape
county on the map and giving
more convenient service to the
public. The Houck controls
right-of-wa- y to Thebes that is
considered an important factor
in the transaction.

Philip Speigel, employed in
the tailoring department of the
Buckner-Ragsdal- e Co., left for
New York Tuesday with the in-

tent of taking a steamship for
Germany, where he will visit
about two monts among relatives
and friends of his boyhood days.
Some close friends of Philip say
he has a very close friend in
the old country who he may
bring back with him, and in case
he decides to venture on the
matrimonial seas he will find a
welcome awaiting him here on
his return. However, in an
interview with one of the Her-

ald's representatives, he failed
to interpret anything that would
indicate matrimony, which was
no doubt his characteristic way
of eluding publicity before the
nuptial knot was tied.

This issue of the Herald con-

tains a description of the "Im-
perator," which when completed
will be the largest ship afloat
The impression generally pre
vailing that the Titantic was the
largest ship on the ocean la
wrong.

sank, but the Titantic was the
faf.te.st, being built for speed
with the intention of making a
speed record heretofore unequal-ed- ,

an account of which our
readers have doubtless read in
the daily publication?. This new
craft, the Imperator, will be
much larger and carry a greater
ton3ge than anything in the line
ever constructed. Read the more
lengthy description in this

The committee in charge of
the worn of putting the build-
ings and general surroundings
in readiness for the big High
school meet to be held here May
10-1- 1, are getting busy, and
prospects for an immense at-

tendance and much enthusiasm
is in store. Everyone who can
possibly be here on that day
should do so. It will be a rare
treat in the line and will be both
educational and entertaining.
Come to Cape Girardeau May
10-1- 1.

Wm. Klaunenberg died at his
home on Good Hope street Sun-
day night at the age of seventy
years, of dropsy and the infirm
ities or age. lie was a native
of Germany, came to this country
when quite young and was a
Union soldier in the Civil war.
He had no immediate relatives
in this country and was unmar-
ried. It is said he left an estate
of several thousand dollars. The
remains were laid to rest in the
city cemetery Tuesday.

Newt Broadway, the expert
linotype machinist-operat- or who
formerly held situations here and
at Jackson, was in the Cape
several days this week to see old
friends, and also paid a visit
to Jackson. Mr. Broadway has
always had a warm place in his
heart for Cape Girardeau, and
his friends are not confined alone
to the male sex. His home is
Paducah, Ky.

Crit Jones,' formerly of this
city, was here from Monroe, La.,
to see old friends, and later went
to his old home at Bloomfield
where he will take a needed rest
from newspaper work before

the field. Mr. Jones
spent several months in the south
and says the high waters have
done more damage to the people
around Monroe than in Southeast
Missouri.

Extensive preparations are be-

ing made for the coming of the
Knight Templars, which order
will meet in conclave here the
coming month. Representatives
of the Templars from several
states will be present and a royal
time is expected. C. Lutz, J. L.
Miller and C. M. Freeman com-

pose the local committee looking
after details.

FreU Pape died at his home in
this city Tuesday, April 23, at
the age of forty-si- x years and
four months. He leaves, besides
his wife, one son and one daugh-
ter. The interment was made
Thursday at 10 a. m. We did
not learn the cause of his death.

The Frisco will give special
excursion rates to accomodate
those who want to attend the
lig High school meet to be held
in Cape Girardeau, May 10-1- 1,

1912. A two-ce- nt rate will be in
effect if a round-tri- p ticket is,

purchasad.

County Clerk Fred Goyert was
in the city Wednesday. Ilia
mother came over with him and
spent the evening with her son.

The Olympic is a larger A. II. Goyert, on North Foun- -
ship than the one that recently 1 tain street
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The public
Ridge closed

school at Poplar
April 12, with an

entertainment suitable to the
occasion, and a box supper. Tho
school has had a successful ses-

sion and the instructors were
highly commended for their

Miss Edith Carlton, and Jewell
Scott of Sikeston have been se-

lected to represent the Sikeston
High school in the declamatory
contest to be held at the Slate
Normal in May.

Terry Alt. son of Captain and
Mrs. G. E. Alt, ha3 been quite
ill of pneumonia for several
days, and much uneasiness is
felt by his relatives and friends
about his condition.

Rev. J. P. Pond returned
Tuesday from Round Pond
church, where he conducted a
religious revival. His next meet-
ing will be at Burfordville.

Misses Mabel and Ruth Rogers
spent several days pleasantly
with friend3 in Chaffee last
week, returning home Monday.

Geo. H. Har.ford spent the
latter part of last week at Sikes-
ton and other near-b- y points irw
the interest of drainage matters.

H. C. Burns of Sikeston has
sold his property there and is
moving his family to Cape

Ben Vinyard, the real estate
man. went to Bloomfield Wednes-
day to look after business in his
line.

Mr. and M. J. Diedrich return-
ed Tuesday from an extended
visit to relatives and friencis in
Illinois.

Alvin Seimers of Gordonville
was taken to St. Louis Monday
to be operated upon for

Joe Mayer of Jonesboro, III.,
has been in the city several days
visiting old friends.

R. C. Hough and family spent
Sunday in Jackson with Mr.
Hough's parent's.

Messrs. D. Simpson and A. R.
Boone of Charleston were in the
city Wednesday.

Mr. and Mrs. E. L. Boyce are
parents of a girl, born Wednes-
day morning.

Mr.
to St.
a few

and Mrs. I. B. Miller went
Louis Wednesday to spend
days.

Mios Conway Medley of Jack-
son was in the Cape Tuesday
visiting' friends.

John Taylor was in Bloomfield
the latter part of last week on
business.

Homer Welts of Kennett spent
a few hours in the city Tuesday.
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