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JURY QUICKLY SECURED
TO TRY CHARLES KRATZ

Defendant Late in Arriving and Ap-
pears Weak and Aged.

Hutler, Mo.: The trial of Charlea
Kratz of St Louls on the chargs of
oribery was begun In the clreult court
hure Monday at 10 o'clock, with Judge
Jharles A, Denton op the bench. The
defendant had not arrived at court
when (he cnse was called, He walks
slowly with a cane, and has the ap-
pearance of belng slck. He has aged
greatly since his first appearance here.
Kralz ls represented by Judge Thomns
B, Harvey, Thomas T, Fauntleroy and
Thomas 1. Rowe of 8t, Louls and Fran-
“isco & Clark of this elty. The state
18 represented by Clrenit Attorney Sa-
ger of 8t Louls and A. R Ladwick,
proseouting attorney of this county,

The defense filed a motion to quash
the indictment, which, after conslder-
able discussion, was overruled. De
fonse counsel then moved to require
the state to furnish him with the evl.
fdence taken before the grand - jury
which returned the indlctment, This
wiad also averruled,

The preliminaries were disposed of
by 8 o'cleck in the alternoon, when the
work of gelecting a Jury began, and at
the ¢nd of three hours the following
hind been selected: W, J. Park, P. K.
Wilson, Sam Walls, Henry ller, H. O,
Maxoy, M. 8. Willlams, J. 8. Evilsizer,
William Hice, A J. Bryant, J. R. Ford,
W. H. Browning and Charlea Waeat.
Mot of them are farmers and In poll
|es thoy are about equally Jdivided.

Charles Kratz, his wife and daughter
arrived Sunday, while Mrs. Kratz's
mother and her mald arrvived Monday,
wMuay people are coming to town to
hear the famous trinl, the hotela and
hoarding houses being crowdod. The
ourtroom was full of spectators at an
sarly honr Monday morning,

Juhn H. Higdon, a clerk in the cir.
ridt elerk’s office at 8t. Lonils, I& here,
in charge of the valuable papers and
records in conmection with the ease.
The $61,000 in bills to be Introduced as
rvidence enome in Tuesday mornlng, ac-
companted by two detectives, As moon
a8 the jury was selected the court ad-
jowrned notil # o'clock Tuesday morn.
‘ng.

ILLINOIS MINERS OBJECT
. TO RAILROAD BONDS

Urge That Funds Be Put Into Govern.
ment Securities.

Springfield, 11.: Rallroads are ob.
jectionable investments 1o a number of
members of the United Mihe Workers
of Hinois. The auditor's report showed
that $200,000 of the funds on hand are
invested In rallroad bonds, and the
knowledge furnished (ood for an ob-
jectionable debate

It was evident from the discussion in
the seoond day’s sesslon of the State
convention of the miners that manv
of the delegates considered railroad
honds ingecure, These delegales ox-
presed A preference in thelr talks for
Government bonds, even though the
rate of interest ls smallor,

W. D, Hyan, State secretary.ireas-
urer, defended the rallroad bond in-
vestment made by the members of the
Lixecutive Board.

Diesatifled with cerinin phases of
the agreement made for the hoisting
cogineers by the [linols United Mine
Workors Iast summer, delegates rep.
resenting & few of the locals over the
State, siarted a movement in Wednoes-
day's meeung of the miners to secure
the annulment of the agreement,

John MeDonald of adhens spoke for
the engineers, and sald he desired the
wignnization to put as much protection
about the engineers as possible, Aftop
tue debate, a committes was appoint-

d to consider the objectionable mat

1S,

“YARD ROADS LEGISLATION
IS DENOUNCED

illinois Grain Dealers Say They Are
Surdens on Rural Communities.

Grain Dealers’ Association of [linois,
i their meeting Thursday. the first of
# two-days' session, deoounced hard-
road legislation,

Hesclutions were Introduced, which
met with enthonsiastie approvel, de
cliwing that the alleged hard roads
were a burden wpon the rural com
munities, and are only demanded by
sutomobile federations and loan and
investment companies,

Proper grading and thorough drain-
nge of country roads was declared Lo
be the only feasible solution of the

prroblem,
New Officers were olected Thursday
a8 follows: Preaident, lee Kincald,

Athens; vice president, Thomas Lamb,
Jr.,, Bement; second vice president, T.
I. Dunn, Seneca; treasurer, J. B, Ab.
bott. Mason City,

Addresses were made by Charles AJd-
kins of Bement, on the penalty elause,
where stockholders sell to other firma,
and by F. B, Hougham of Lotus on
the gquestion, “In What Way Are Co
Oparative Grain Companies Benefitting
ine Farmers of the State?”

Second Iroquois Inquiry.

Chicago The investigation of tho
Iroguils Theater fire begun anew
Thureday by the Grand Jury. The

complaint (s Identleal with that pre-
sented one year agg when indictments
were relurned, which were recently
vunshed as faulty,

Paducah Merchant Drops Dead,

Paducah, Ky.: Frank Lawrence, a
will-known merchant and a brother of
Will Lawrence, once Republican can.
Jdidale for Postmaster, dropped dead
Thursday afernoon from heart trouble,

BOODLE FUND MAKES
JURYMEN NERVOUS

State Rests After Kelly and Gutke
Give Their Testimony.

Butler, Mo.: The Kratz trial way de
ayed an hour Wednesday morning by
the lateness of the Missourl Pacifle
passenger traln from St Louls, which
brought many new witnesses and the
$60,000 figuring in the ecase. The
courtroom was filled with spectators
long before court opened, people con.
tinuing to arrive from a distance. Much
Interest I8 centered in the expected ar
rinl of Thomas K. Nledringhaus, cau-
cus nominee of the Republican party
of Missourl for United States Senator,
The court Wednesday morning lasued
an attachment for Mr. Niedringhaus ot
appear here Thursday, He had refosed
to reply to the subpoena sent him.

As s00n ms court was opened Mr
Kratz had a sinking spell, and was ald-
ed from the courtroom ot the sher-
iff's private office, where a physician
attended him.  He was brought back
soon, seemingly retreshed. His daugh-
tar and his mother were In court and
sat constantly at his elde, together
with his wife

Charlea Gutke, a member of the St
Louls house of delegates rombine, was
the first witness o rthe state Wednes.
day. He gald he was asked by Kratz
to handle the deal for the boys in the
house, and went with Kratz to Stoek's
home, where he was Introduced to him.
After talking the matter over with
Btock, he suld he reported to Kratz
that he conlin't come ot an agreement
yel. He testifled that Kratz relled on
Brinkmeyer to work his part of the
deal and handle the money, whereby
he could make a few dollars for him-
self. He sald he talked about passing
the bill only a few times In the as.
sembly. Guthe ldentified a duplicate
of the notes and deeds of trust which
bhe signed as security for Kratz's $20 -
000 bond before he fed ot Mexivo.

On cross-examination witness sail
he had been indicted for bribery three
times and convicted once upon his own
confession. He declared he perjured
himself before the grand jury on the
advice of Kratz, upon which Judge
Harvey called him down. Continuing,
Gutke sald his conviction was for bri-
hery on council bill No, 44. He wus
then excused,

Charles Kelly., another member of
the haovse of delegates combine, was
next called. As he took the stand n
stir was caused by the entrance of
five detectives and the local express
agent, with the package containing the
$60.000, One of the detectives carried
a Winchester, Kelly sald he had been
indieted three times and convieted
once for bribery on the lighting bill.

On cross-examination he admitted he
had perjured himself on many ocea-
slong, but was not guilty on the charge
for which he was indicted.

Mr, Price. an assistant in the Miss
Issippl Valley trust company, testified
A5 10 the Jeposit of $60,000 there and
the box rent paid on the box, He sald
the box was never opened bhut once,
and that was by the efforts of Stock.
‘tne strong box was producaed and lden-
tified by Price. It was opened by the
nttorneys and detectives and its con-
tents exhibited to the Jury

J. R. Ford, one of the jurymen, took
the bunch and counted [t, When
through he jokingly said: “Talke this,
quick: I would go crazy with so much.”

The numbers of the billa were taken
and recorded.

Al 11:15 the state rested

Al the close of the testimony for the
state the defonse filed a demurrer to
the testimony, which Judge Denton
overruled,

The afternoon sessfon began at 2:20.
Attorney Fauntleroy, for the defense,
addressod the jurors and gaid they
would attempt to prove the good char-
acter and high reputation of Kratz In
8t. Louls, and that the charge against
him was formed by a band of self-
confessed boodlers and perjurers: tha'
councll bill No, 44 was one of the hest
and most benefelal bills to St Lonis
gver flled in the council, and that Kraiz
wns piways in favor of the same,

i
DEATH LIST AT ALABAMA
MINE IS SEVENTY-FIVE

Half of the Bodies, It Is Thought,
Have Now Been Rescued.
Birmingham A la., Feb, 22—At §
o'clock this evoning seventy-five black-
ened and disfigured bodies had been
recoversd from the Virginla mines,
In which the explosion occurred on
Monday afternoon, entombing more

than 150 miners,

To.morrow will be a day of funerals
at Virginia Clty, Bessemer, Pratt City
and Ensley. The men have been taken
to Bessemer as fast as identified. 1den.
tification is difficult. A supply of cof-
fing from nelghboring cities arrived to-
day.

The rescuers are at work fn the
glope, and as the Jdiggers advance the
bodies further In the mine are found
to be worse burned and mutilated,
No hope is now held out that any of
the men can be alive, Thiee men
were found yesterday whose hearts
were stlll beating. but they expired
immedintely on reaching the air,

The Birmingham district has come
promptly forward In the matter of
reueving the destitute fama.ed of the
victims, and mags mectings werae heid
in Birmingham, Bessemer, Eusley and
Pratt City today,

To Study Orient at University,

Columbia, Mo.. Japan and China
clubs havée been formed at the univer
slty for the study of conditions in the
Orient Several Japanese students of
the university will assist in conducting
classes. Beveral students who intend
to become forelgn misslonaries have
enllstedd In the eclubs,

RIOTS SPREAD IN RUSSIA:
 RACE WAR A CONPLICATION

Bt. Pelersburg: The latest private
reports from the Cauncasus say trouble
hag broken out at Balakhany, near
Baku.

The military foree of the whole re
glon Is deciared to be Inndequate 1o
suppress the disorder, and a spread.
ing of the racial contest is generally
anticipated. Pot! cannot be reached
by telegraph.

Thousands of Armenfans are aaid
to be leavnig Baku and Batoum. The
Armenians and Mussulmans are prac.
tically in a state of open war,

Riotitng Rife at warsaw,
Warsaw: The poliee of this ety
threaten to strlke for higher wages,
They constitute an independent force
pald by the city, and at present re-
celve §6 o month and thelr uniforms,
The pollee subsist chiefly on money
obtalned from other sources. They
presented formal demands for an in-
cronse of pay Lo the Chlef of Pollee
SBaturday,

The operating departméeénts of the
Warsaw Jivision of the St. Petersburg
railway hove struck, but traln service
{s maintalned with the ald of the army
railway corps,

The strike on the Vienna and Vis-
tula raillways continues,

The milltary occupy the gae works,
the employes of which threaten to
atrike,

A policeman was shot and killed by
a student In a disturbavce in a rall-
way station Friday. The police at.
tempted to disperse the great crowds
which had gathered there, and arrest-
ed a student. A mob trled to rescue
him, and & pollceman drew his sword,
whereupon a student killed him and
disappeared in the crowd,

Cossacks and infantry are guarding
the telegraph lines of the Warsaw-8t.
Potersburg rallroad, fearing that the
gtrikers will cut off communication bhe-
tween the two citles,. The malls from
Warsaw .to Lodz, a distance of sixty
miles, have to be dellverad In carts,

Rallrond strikers of Lodz, who are
coming here to attend a conference
with the strikers of Warsaw, are
obliged to travel by road

A police patrol in Alexandrova stroet
at § o'clock Friday evening was zud-
denly attacked by a mob and two of
the policemen were fatally wounded
by revolver shots.

The town Is threatened with dark.
ness after Friday night on account of
the Inaollity of the company to sup-
ply the sufficlent gas. The soldiers
have replaced the strikers, alded by
A few skilled men, int the foree is (o
aufficlent

Poutilof Workmen Strike.

Petershurg: The strike has brok-
en out afresh at the Poutiloff iron
works, The men walked out Friday.
The minority objected at first to a
renewal of the strike, whereupon a
confliet occurred hetween the two fac.
tions, which reguired a strong foree of
police to quell. Troops have again becn
requisitioned 1o *patrol the Poutilof
Btrike zone,

8t

Moscow Men Quit Work.

Moscow: The employes of the Maos
cow-Kazanm Rallropd strick Friday, as

they had not received the manage
ment's reply to their petaion. The
men, however, decided not to Inter

fere with military tralns, Other traina
will not be alowed to leave, Troope ars
guarding the raliroad station

Southern Psasants Inflamed.

8t. Petersburg: The Leginnings of a
dangerous movement have been oh-
served among the peasantey of some of
the southern provinces, where reva
Intlonary agitators are cireulating re-
ports that the Emperor will, on March
4, issue a manifesto providing for a
general division of lands. A new allol.
ment has bheen the dream of the mon-
Jiks ever since emancipation: and, ac-
cording to private reporis, the stories
have spread llke wildfire, and are im-
plicity believed.

KANSAS TO WAGE LEGAL
BATTLE ON OIL TRUST

Supreme Court Will Be Asked to Pass
on Standard's Rights.

Frank H. Monnoett,

of Ohlo, arrived

Topeka, Kas.:
ex.attorney general
here Friday to asist the Kansus oil
producers In thelr fight against the
Standard oll company. Although he
hag been in Kansas only a few hours,
Mr, Monnett says he Is of the opinion
that the Kansas people have a very
just grievance and that they are ln a
position to win thelr fight.

Shortly after Mr. Monnett's arrival
here, he met €. C. Coleman, attorney
general of Kansas, in conference, anid
it was agreed that proceedingg would
be commenced shortly in the state su-
preme court to prevent the Standard
oll company from selling its products
in this state. Under the provislons
of the Kansas.statutes, a forelgn cor-
poration must have authorfty from the
state charter board before doing busi-
ness in the state.

The Standard is selling oil in every
town In the state, and has obtained
no such anthority from the charier
board. If the supreme court holds
that the Standard I8 operating here
without authority, it will be driven
froin the state, and thus will widen the
field of the independent refineries
Mr, Coleman has been comtempinting
this move against the Standard for
several days, but walited untll the ar-
rival of Mr. Monneit before deciding
to begin it

“lI know very little of conditions in
Kansas,"' sald Mr. Monnett, “but from
what 1 have seen of your lawmaliers
this state will win In any fght it starts
against the Standard."”

Rugsia May Induce Slavs to Return,

Pottsville, Pa.: The Russlan govern-
mient 8 belleved to be making a sys
tematic effort to induce the 25,000
Siavs In the anthracite region to re
turn home and enlist in the service of
the government. Most of these
have only been in Ameries a foew
years, and are favorably disposed ti-
ward the bureaveratic government free
passage home. A conslderable gum in
money |5 the consideration offered. G
Fritz, a stranger, registerel at the
Pennsylvania Hall hotel, iy sald to o
a secret agent In the Russian govern
ment charged with this misslon

Grand Jury for Beef Investigation.

Chicago, I11.: The apecial grand jury
ordered by Federal Judge Kohlsaat to

maon |

investigate the alleged meat trust was |

drawn Friday.
the names of members of the jury be
spread on the records. This will not
be done, however, uptll a few davs be-
fore March 20, when the grand jure
will meet, as It Is desired to keep the
names secret as ong as possible. I
is sald that the government wishes 1o
examine the record of each man,

Find Diamonds In Rhodesia,
London: A dlamond fleld has been
discovered in the nelghbearhood of
Gwelo, southern Rhodesin, This Is the
first time that diamonds have been
found in Rhodesia, and it wna not

supposged that they existed thers,

Senate Draws Line on Bougquets.

Washington: The Scenate hegan pro
ceedings Friday by adopting a resoln
tion reported by Mr Lodege from the
committeés on rules directing the ser
geant-al-arms nuot to permit fowers to

The law requires that |

e ”~ o

MINERS MAY ERECT
BUILDING IN SPRINGFIELD

Proposition Is to Be Submitted to a
Vote of the Members,

Springfield, 1.: President H. (.
Perry of the United Mine Workers of
Iinols, in his annual address Friday,
suggested the construction of an of-
fice bmilding in Springfield to cost
$300,000, about hall of the reserve
fund of the organization. The propo.
gitlon will be submitted to the miners
of the state and a vote on it will be
taken.

The reports show that the cash bal.
ance now In the treasury ls $085,000,
of which 200,000 j8 invested in rail
road bonds. The convention indorsed
a bill now before the General Assem-
bly to compel corporntions to be re.
sponsible for injuries sustained by
employes while In the performance of
their dutles

Mrs. Chadwick Refuses to Answer.

Cleveland, Ohlo: Mrs, Chadwiclk,
when placed ‘on the stand In the bans
ruptey procecdings against her Friday
before Referee Reminglon, refused at
first to ba gworn. After consuitation
with her lawyer shoe finally consentedd
to take the oath. She was then asked
to state her name. She refused lo
reply to this or any olher questions
that followed,

Explosion Killa Miners.

St, Clalrville, 0. Twelve workmen
were badly Injured Monday by the ex-
plosion of a stationary boiler at mino
No. 1 of the Providenes Coal Company,
near here. Two of the Injured have
since died, and four others are be.
lleved to have bheen fatally hurt. At
the time of the explosion there were
200 miners In the Immediate vicinity
of the boller

honge

Oppose Porto Rico Eviction Laws.

San Juan, Porto Rico: The honse of
delegates has passed the five.day evie-
tion law agalnst tenants. The Ameri
can federation of labor denounces the
measure as oppressive, and denuncia
tory meetings are belng held through-
out the island. The exceutive counctl
will be appealed to to Jdisapprove the

act,

Canada Canals to Be Free.
Ottnwa, Ont: Canadian canals will
be free for another year, an order o
council having been passed Friday ro.
mittnig canal tolls for the coming sea
son.

Becomes Judge of Canal Zone.

Panami: Former American Consul
General H, K. Guidger took the oath
Friday as judge of the canal zone dis
triet of Ancon

James Walsh,

Springfield, N James Walsh, aged
al, viee president of the Sangnmon
homestead amd savings assoclation

died suddenly Friday of heare fallure

Francis Joseph Forcing lIssue.

Buda. Pesth, Hungary
Andrassy hns recarned
unsatisiactory snudlence
peror at Vienna. The erigla
continues, Francis Josdph, ft §s mald.
having declined to entertain olther the
military or the seonomis
tae independent parly

Count Jullns
nliter anothng
with the em

cabinet

demuands ol

Viadivostok Is Threatened,

St Petersburg: Gen. Kuropatkin 1l
egraphs that twenty Japanes

boats and one warship

torpelo

have Lesp

be brought luto tne Senate chamber. | sighted off Viadivostok.

—_—

DILEMMA PRESENTED
BY DOMINICAN TREATY

Scnate, in Passing It, Must Consider
Effect on Monroe Doctrine.
Washington: Members of the for
elgn relations committee of the Senate,
of which Senator Cullom of linols 1=
chalrman, agree that it will be Im-
posselble for the Senate to ratify the
treaty with Santo Domingo at this
sesalon. It will go over to the extra
sesslon, immediately after March 4.
lae bilef Is based upon the general

Jisposition of the Senate to be delib- |
erate in passing upon all matters that |

come before (t, sud the even greater

digposition to go slowly with things |

that involve our foreign relations.

Senator Morgan has prepared a for. |

mal protest against the action of the
rresident in Santo Domingo. There
Is a disposition on the part of Repuhii
can Senators to proceed with caution,
for they reallze tha much Is Involved in
what the administration proposes to do
in 8anto Domingo,
once the United States appears before

the world as the sponsor for the debts |

of Santo Domingo, it becomes a stand

They realizo that |

|RUSSIA AND JAPAN SEEM
NEAR TO AN AGREEMENT

| Czar's Council Sald to Have Pracli-
cally Decided Upon Terms.

London: A lispatch Tuesday (o
Renter's Telegraph Company from St
Petersburg, confirming the Assoclated

| Press advices of February 17 and Feh-
ruary 18 from 8t. Petersburg to the
effoct that peace was under conshlera-
tlon, adds:

“The gquestion of peace has not only
been formally discnssed, but the condi.
tions on which Rusgia is prepared (e
make peace have practically been
| ngreed upon,

These are as follows:

|  Korea to Le placed under Japaneso
suzeralnty.

| Port Arthur and the Lisotung Pe-
| ningula to be ceded to Japan.

Viadivostok ta be declared a nentral

| port, with an open door,

The Eastern Chinese rallroad to ba
placed under internationa) adminlstra-
tlon,

Manchurin as far north as Harbin to
be restored as an Intogral part of the
Chinese Empire,

Ing recelver for the defunct and bank- |

rupt nations of this continent, Forelgn-
ers have milllong of dollars’ worth of
clalms against the Bouth and Central
American republies. They can never
hope collect them under present
comnditions. Onee the United States
intervenes in behalf of forelgn eredl.
tors in Santo Domingo to prevent oo
ercive moasures hy forelgn powers, it

esablishes a precedent that can apply |

in similar sltuations relative to other
southern countries.

The Prealdent realizes the responsi
bility which the ratification of the
treaty Involves, He belleves, however,
that unless the United States assumes
that responsibility (t might as well re-
pudiate the Monroe doctrine or stand
aside amd let foreign natlons ecollect
thelr delts, -

The latter course Ia one which, it is |

admitted, can but lead to eventual oe-
cupation of territory on this continent
and the smashing of the Monroe doc-
trine past all hope of repair. It ia
belleved that the Senate will not ac.
cept the responsibility for this latter
coursge, which s sure to be involved
by the rejection of the Santo Domingo
treaty,

STOCK TELLS STORY

OF BRIBERY DEAL

Testimony Regarding Passage of Sub-!

urban Bill In 8t. Louls Council,

Butier, Mo.: At
morning the Kratz case entered the
active trial stage, Philip Stock, the
main state witnegs, compléting  his
testimony. At the outset Clrenlt Ar-
torney Sager read the Indietment to
the jury. He then ontlined what the
state would attempt to prove. He dos
clared that Phillp Stock was the agent
of the St. Louls and Suburban raii-
way compuny; that J. G, Brinkmeyer
wis agent for Charles Kratz: that the
money was deposited in the German
Savings bank, and that Stocic
Brinkmeyer held keys to the
depokit box, which could not be opened
unless both were present; that the
$60.000 was deposited October 13, 18500,
and remained there until January 28,
1402, becanse nelther siGce would give

in. It was not to be turned over to
Kratz for distribution until council
bill No. 44 was passed

John Higdon, deputy to the clroni
clerk of 8St, Louls, was the first witners
called. He produced a precord book
showing that Kratz was elected coun
cilmon in April, 1887, Patrick R. Fitz.
glbbons, register of St. Louls, pro
diuced a record of the oath made by

Kratz upon taking hix office April 10 |

1807,

George F. Mochler, seeretary of the
clity council, was asked by the proseey.
tion to read the councll bl which was
desired to be passed by the St Louls
and Suburban rallway company

Judge Harvey objected, but after an
hour's argument the objection was
overruled, Mr. Mochler then read the
famous franchise bill, and his record
showed fhat Kratz was pregent when
the bitl was introduesd, Much time
was spent by Mr. Mochley in numing
members of the eouncll and siatine
the dutles of the varlous committoes

In the house
Philip Stock., secretary of the St
Louls brewing association, wns thoe

first witness called after the noun ra
¢ess. He told hlis story of his connec-
tion with the passage of the hill
The courtroom was crowded
women during the entire day

with

Vates $1,000,000 for Courthouse.

Memphis, Tenn.: The county court
Monday declded make & millon-
Jollar bond 1s5ue to bulld 4 new court-
house, and a board of five commialon
ers Lo suporvise the work was appoint
el A motion to submit the bond {s-
gue (o g referendum was voted down

Maj. Carlton Stricken,
Bedford, Ind..: Maj, Jaumes . Carl
ton, president of the Mexican War

veterany'  Assoclation, alricken
with paralysis Thursday, and It 18 be
Heved he s dying

wins

Hoch Denles Confeasion.

Chicago: Johann Hoch Tuesday 1
puldiated his alloged confessjon read
by Police Inspector Shippy before n
Coroner's jury. "I never told Inspoc

tor Shippy | bad married eleven wom
en,” sald Hoch

President Calls Special Session,

wWashington: The Prescent Thars.
day lasued o proclamition convening
the Senate In special sesglon at 12
o clock noon on March 4 next o
“recelve such communications gy may
e wade by the excoutlve,”

9 o'clock Tuesday |

and |
anfp- |

Indemnity,

The difficulty lles In settling the
question of Indemnity., uwpon which it
is known that Japan insists, bat it s
thonght that this difficnity is not in.
superahle

The mos! trustworthy apimon at 8t,
Peteraburg 18 that, in view of the in-
ternal  situntion and the enormous
ditficulty In carrying on the war, peacs
on the terms oxmtlined will be conclud-
ed within a comparatively short time
It the indemnity question ean be are
ranged, but It is quite possible that
Russia will risk another batile before
E a decision s reached

China's Integrity Assured,

The concessions said to have hoen
made by Russia practically insure the
Integrity of China

Some time ago the Powers, in re.
sponse 1o a note from Secretary of
State Hay of the United States, agreed
that, whatever the putcame of the war,
they would sea that China did not
suffer dismemberment

United States officials felt that there
might be an effort on the part of the
victor to take off a slice of China's ter-
ritory or some of the Powers might
step In and agres apon a division
among themselves,

Under the Hay agreement, however,
the Powers have pledged themselves
to preserve China’s Integrity, and
there Is little chance for any sort of a
| division.

KRATZ NOT GUILTY '
SAYS THE JURY

Verdict Freeing the Defendant Was
Brought in at 1:30 a. m. Friday.

Charles Kratz,

Butler, Mo.: former

St Louls Cluncllman, was found not
gullty on the charge of bribery in
| connectlon with the Suburban bili at

1:30 Friday morning.
| The jury was out an hour and forty-
five minntes,

Kratz began to cry when the verdiet
was read, and was kigsed by his wife
| and mother, who flew o his side as
they heard the words: “Not gulley.”

I am glad, was all Krata wonld say
for a time

Later, when more calm, Kratz made
this statement:

"I kenw In my consclence that 1 waa
Innocent, and am pleased and vindi
cated o my own mind, 1 am now fros

and have nothiog hanging over me,
for the first time in three yvears
“I admit | made 2 mistake when [

went to Mexleo, but 1 did not think so
| at that time."
The jury racvired at 11:45 p, m.
After belng eloseted for half an hounr
Thdge Denton sent word that If & ver-
et bad not been reached the jurors
would be locked up for the night.

Word was sent back that a littla
more thme was wanted

At 1515 Friday moming It was an:
nounced  that o verdict had been
reached

Cirenit Atorney Sager had retirad
umd A messenger was gent to Liring
Iim into court

When Gie arrlved the Jury was

bronght #to court and the verdlct was
banded o Judge Denton by H. O,
Maxey, foreman

RAILWAY COMMISSION BILL
PASSES OKLAHOMA HOUSE

Adopted by Decisive Vote Although
Bitterly Fought by Corporationa.
Guthrie, Ok The Maxwell bill, to
cregte s board of Rallway Commlis
sloners, was passed by the lower house
of the Leglslature Monday nlght by o
declsive vote of 20 10 2
It 15 n combination of the Knusas
und Texas Rallway Commission laws
and was apposed by the rallroads. 1t
Is almost certaln the medasiare will pass
the upper hotse
The bili provides for twe Commis-
sloners, with the Governor, as an ex-
officlo member, an andilor, & secretary,
and a stenographer
agrragnting 11,7,

n clork carrying

spluries

Beat Redrmond Amendment.

London: John HRedmond's amend
ment lo the address in reply to the
speech from the thrune was defears!
in the House of Commons Tuesday
night by n vote of 256 to 286, after an

exhbanstive debate ocoupying two da

and affording an opporianity to rep
resentatives of the several partios and
factions lo express their views on tho
Irish slmation. The amendment .

tlared, in elect, that "“the presemt s

tem of government (of lreland) s
oppused to thewl!l of the Irlish peoole™




