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heard the engine of an sutomoblle.

- - - - - e — I — — — -~
LA g | opened slowly, and be stared wp nll At ten minutes past the pour, Nikky
e the stars. *A fine night” he maid
thickly, *A wvery fine—" Suddenly he
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n>(20|.IN'|'ESS LOSCHEK'S SECRET MESSAGE CAUSES A LOT
OF TROUBLE FOR SEVERAL PEOPLE

=

Thorpe, & little American bay
fAuds everything In an uproar as= g
made for him, The same night

rage to King Karl of that country
to Princess Anounciata, Hedwig's

message to King Karl

=

Synopsla=The crown prince of Livonin, Ferdin
ten years old, taken to the opera by Lis aunt, tir
slips away to the park, where ho

Returning to the palace

boy's grandfather, the old king, who Ix very 1l
gests that to prescrve the kingdo
the terrortsts to form s republic, vy}
kingdom of Karula be secured by giving the |

and plots to prevent his marriage fo Hedwig,

ihd Willinim Ottto,
s uf the singing and
ntance of Hobily
n! night, he
y whieh |

s to consult the
The chnneellor

ks the acgt

resylt of the sen

i been
it el |

LTS

) which Is 12 pd by plots of
the f shilp of the neighboring
'rincess Hedwig 1o mare

Coutitess Loschek, lndy-ln walting

motlier

Is In love with King Karl
She sends o secret

CHAPTER V.—Continued,
— -

*Mother, you cannot look back, and
aod remetber your own Hfe, aud »
tow to be wretchwk You cun
a0t 1"

Hedwig began to ery

The archduchess Lated tears, and
nar » r wWoments were only o
weu “Iiry your eyes, and don't b
ellly » sadd coldly *You have n)
wayn known that something of «f

t s nevitable™

the dowr, Th
der Indy In wait

ved toward

rlacesses and

ing nalued still ytil she had left
the Then they fell 1o bLehiod
fher, ! the lttle prucession moved o
the wiuffy boudolr, for coffee. Hot
Ellida slipped her arm aroond her sis
ter's waist, aud the touch comfortied
Hedwig
“He piay be very nlee,” Hllda wvolu

teercd cuutlously, “Poerhaps It Is Karl
I am quite wmad about Karl, myseif”

Hedwig, however, was beyond listen
fag. EShe went slowly to a window
and stood gazing out. Looming mguinst
the sky-line, In the very center of the
place, was the herole tigure of her dead
grandmother., She fell to wondering
gbout these royal women who had pre
eedad. Her mother, fraukly unhappy
In her marriage, permanently embit
fered ; her grandmother, Hedwig had
pever seen the king young. She could
pot plcture him a8 a lover. To ber
Be was a fine and lonely figure. Rut
pomantic? Had he ever been roman
He?

She slipped out onto the balcony
and closed the curtmins behind her
A8 her eyes grew accustomed to the
Sarkness ghe saw that there was some
pae below, under the trees. Her heart
beat rapldly. In & moment she was
pertain. It was Nikky down
Nikky. gazing up st her as a child may
jook at a star, With s quick gesture
Hedwig drew the curtiin buck., A
{hin ray of Lght fell on her, on her
piim bare arms on her light deaperies
a ber young face. He had wanted
fo see her, and hie should #ee her. Then
she dropped the curtaln, and twistel
ber hands together lest. in splte of

Ser. they reach out toward him.
Did she faney It. or did the figure

salute her? Then came the guick ring

gf beels on the old stone pavemeni
Bhe knew his footsteps, even as phe
fnew every vibrant, eager lnflection of

Bis volre, Fle went nwny, scross (he
square, ke one who, having bent his

knee to a salnt, turns back to the hasi- |

hess of the world,

In the boudoir the archduchess had

pleked up some knltting to soothe her
fangled nerves. “You may play now
HNda,” she sald.

Annunciata dozed, and Hilda played
goftly. The countess’ opportunity hal
@ome, Bhe put down the dreary em-
Broldery with which she filled the
Srearier evenlngs, and moved to the
window, S8he walked quletly, like a
aat.

Her first words to Hedwig were |

those of Peter Niburg as he lnked
with his enemy and started down
gtreet. “A flne night, highness”
she sald.

Hedwig ralsed her eyes to the stars.

"1t Is very lovely.”
“A night to spend out-of-doors, lo-
d of belng shut up—" She

@oished her sentence with a shrug of |

e shou!ders.

Hedwig was not fond of the count-
¢emm. She did not know why. The
¢ruth belng, of course, that between
them lay the barrier of her own in-

,  When the countess® arm
mhm ghe drew aside.

there, |

*to gt even

¢ | dramatle,

o

things over, Probably never before in
his Hle had he deliberntely done
nothing. He bhad never, an & Tact
thought much at sll, It had been Nis
comfortable habit to let the duy tuke
cnre of Itsell, Beyond miinor
leins of Anance-—-minoe hecnuse his In
come was (rifling—he had econsidered
lttle Iu the last barder war he had
distinguished himself only wheo it was
A matter of doing, not of thinking
Hut be was young, and the right
was orisp nnd beautifal. e ook =
lomg breath, sod looked up st the siars,
After all, things might not be so had. |
Hedwig tlght refuse this marringe
Ihey were afrald that she woulid, or
why have asked his help? When he
weht of King Karl, he drew himself
up, and his heels rang hard on the
puvement, Kart! A hard wun aod
gownl] that was Karl, And old,
From the Tull manhood of his tweniys

gl

oty

good King

other referrs t Hedwig beld her tliree years NIKKy survered Karl's ale
heud v hig! | Was unjust, ot forty, amd considered) It age
A ver fo hiave any friends) It was iypleal of Nikky 1o devlde
! } 7 may have ! ded & bard walk 1
f ' It s t frivodship woest of his .t s intn?
T Mo he mt off brisily, turne
4 £ the rrowdsd part ¢ " ¥
A ! toanty waftly Anild e i1 was that Ny b
] s Captaln Lot * thing that was 10 take
h y I ¢ i I T ghit. and bring
KR Not r ad
I were faiking ury
\ highni that he w n arm Pine was
ng 1 iy, using his fre
1 i'r s Hed DUng & cane, to gesti
yos f olher walisd with bent
5 hig b o d
y i W a lin NLky, pausing to Ught a clgaretts
Ly Jet) A0S uwD e Bat the wind was tricky,
L th bis third match he stopped
| not ashn ] of what 1 do ' N nrchway, lighted his
| Nt d his tunle high
\ Of rourse 1 tut suld emergid o
nry # in others In vt t violent struggle Just nhead
| g You 1 vo et bad been attecked by
gavety, 1 at hers, and as he stare), the
| & v o the darkness, i oone wennl down Insta ¥
{f but that 1 can up- | & huge Bgure of 8 man outlined agsinst
i thie ght 01 1 A sireel Iamonp, or hed
1L & stonad #16ll, The old ity was #r the prostrate form of the fallen
preparing for sivepe In the place a Even the impercoptibile we
fow lovers loltemed, standing elose, and nd before he started to run toward
the falot tinkling of o beil told of the the groop, Nikky saw ihat the silent
Blessed Sacrntuent  belng  earrled | one, unmolested, was looking on
through the stroets to some bhedside of A moment later he was in the thick
the  dying The Princess Hedwig of things and fighting teriously, His
bowed her hond, | soldivrly enp fell o Iiia falr Dalr
It secmed to her, all at once, that  bristicd with excitement. He fung out
the world was full of wretebedness nnd | arims that  were hoth  furious and
vath, 1 of separation, which might | *rong, and with cach blow the group
e worse than death | nssuined & new fopmation, Unlucklly
I wish 1 1 help you, highness™ |4 &reat deal of the fighting was done
wnld T 8. "I should like 1o of the prostrate form of Peter Ni-
s you happy. But happluness does |DETE
Bt L] t. We must fight for But disaster. Inglorions &'saster,
o waited for NIkKy, Peter Niburg, face
“Filght? What chanee have 1 to|?0%Wn on the pavement, was groaning
) H g nsked scornfolly, nd Nikky bad felled obe man nrod
“Une 1 g. of course. 1 coold d L. iIrtiEg on A e nd with the figh!
o tha intess,  “On those days | '0F AP of caly-thren, Wheo
4] .I i " ‘.I‘ t" E.I\"‘ :'-‘l w .:. .." aos . -: : ':- I "'.'. T
royal Bighness, 1 could arrange, pers | KKF was smiling th a cut lip, and
I vou know if any member || " nis @) el !"'f“ o
5 Ak Pacad = 3 et ped I by a biow from
" the famlly intended golog to his behind,  La E xeon his shon)
I!' vies A mwoment before Hedwlg Jor biaden, it K } B8 Dead Baok
fhen she turned to | th a =nnp, and t bhim reeling. A
her | ghtily When 1 wish to have nd followed, vered by a huge
. !L' ,b.l :_ ‘. I.. .. ‘..\r_ I‘ .-._,.':]:' :‘.Lll.\- Wiy, I .'|'I. wn went N and lay still
She left the | ---.: ¥y abruptly, aban- | Ehve Tawn\ s RO, SN
ol . e o B "" 4 b |wore not ut H cepcinily in the
¥ - v i “ 'w :I & .._r_v r“,r"' lghborhood of the Hungarda, Those
the gropter  because r,:.h:;lh had who poused grus 1 about tlilllrf"l'
sertied b0 nenr.  Alone, she went red sotne stundenits Pt mEnin
jaod white, Mt her lips, behaved ac- | Perhaps two tes later, Nikky
wrdlng to the time-bopored tra- got up.  He was wer mibhute in lo-
fitlone, And even swore—in a polite,

fuslhion, to be sure—

| lady-In-walting

. L] [ ] . L] L] .
ll Things were golung very wrong for
Nikky Larisch.

Poerhaps, at the very first, he had
been In love with the princess, not the
'woman, It had been rather Nke him
to fix on the upattainable and wor-
ship it from afar. Hecnuse, for all the
| friendliness of their growing intimacy,

}H.-d-.ru: wns still a star, whose light
touched him, but whose warmth was |
not for him, He would have died
fighting for her with a emile on hix
lips. But he had no hope of living
for her, unless, of course, she should
happen to need him, which was most
unlikely. He had no vanity whatever,
although In parade dress, with white
gloves, he hoped he cut a decent figure.

So she had been his star, and as cold |
and remote. And then, that very |

Not badly—she was too expert for |
that. As a matter of fact, feeling her- |
self golng. she had flung two strong |
young arms around her horse's neck,
and had almost succeeded in lighting
on her feet. It was not at all

But Nikky's heart had stopped beat-
Ing. He had lifted her up from where
she &at, half vexed and wholly
ashamed, and carried her to a chalr,
That was all. But when It was all
over, and Hedwig was only a trifle
wobbly and  horribly humiliated,
Nikky Larisch knew the truth about
kimself, knew that he was in love
with the granddaughter of his king,
and that under no conceivable circum-
stances would he ever be able to tell
her mo. Knew, then, that happiness
and he had sald a long farewell, and
would thereafter (travel different
ronds,

Seo that night he started out te think

morning, Hedwig had been thrown. | €

eating himself

His cap Iny lo the

in the Thick of Things and Fighting
Gloriously.

gutter. Beside him, on his back, lay
a sprawling and stertorous figure,
with, so quick the downfall, a cabe
atill hooked to his arm.

Nikky bent over Peter Niburg.
Bending over made his bead ache
abominably.

“Here, man!™ he sald “Get up!
Rouse yourself [*

Peter Niburg made an Inarticulate
reference to a plece of silk of ceriain

ralsed himwelf to a sitting posture,
Terror gave him strea-th. “I've been
robbed,” he maid. “Hobbed. | am
ruloed. T am dead™

“Tut™ sald Nikky, mopping his cut
ip. “If you are dead, your wpirit!
speaks with an  uncommonly lusty
volee! Come, got up. We present to- |
gether a shameful pleture of defeat.”

But he ralsed Peter Niburg geotly |

No machine came In sight, but the
throbbing kept on, from which he
Judged that & ear had been stopped
nround the corner, FPeter Niburg heard
I and rose. A moment later a man,
with the springiness of youth, mounted
the steps and confronted the messens
Evr

Nikky saw a great lght. When
Peter Niburg put his hand to his
hreast pocket, there was o longer

from the ground and. finding his knees | reom for doubt, nor, for that matter,

unstable, from fright or weakness,
stood him nguinst a hoose wall, Poter |
Niburg, with rolling eyos, felt for his
lettor, and,
found It

“Ah!™ he sald, and stralghtened up.
“After all, 1t 1» not 80 bad ne 1 feared.
Ihey got nothing.™

He made a manfol effort to walk,
hut tottersd, reeled,
him,

“Carefol 1™ he sald.  “The colossus
was doubtless the one who got
both, and we are likely to feel his
welght for some time, Where do you
live ™

Peter Niharg was not for saying

e would have preferred to pursue his l

solitary If uncertain way. But Nikky
was no half Samaritan, Towsrd Peter
Niburg's lodging, then, (hey nmde a
slow progross,

"These recent gentiomen.™ sald Nik.
ky. as they went ng. “they are, per
haps, personal eneolon?

Peter Niburg reflected.  He thonght
pol. *But 1 know shy they eame” he

ald onguamledly. “Rome
ing, my friend, you will hear of 8 ma
Ising dead In the street.  That man
will he L™

“The thought hian A moral
Nikky “Iw not trust yourself out
looen at night.”

it he v .that Peter Nitare
his hapd over his hreast pocket.

early mor:

*vhaoryed

ket

Never having dealt In mysterea
Nikky wan s N At Few £ on#
Nut, he reflected, mwany things wepe

ng n 3 1 | ¥ in these (row
bled dave. Came to Nikks | at once
that this man on his arm might be one
of the hiddea eves of goveriument

*These are difMeylt tl %" he vep- |
taredd. *“for those ho are loynl™

I"eter Niharg gave him 8 sidelong
clanon *Difficalt Indedl™ he aald
l. r#..

“I think™ Xikkv e rtend “hat
nfter 1 sow yot1 safely 3 I shall
report this muall matter ¢ hie ¢

Rut bere Peter Niburg turned ever
paler *Not—nt  the jpulice™ bhe
L ."..I?

“Hut whyY Yom and 1. my friend
wWill esrry their insiguia for some dayws
I have a mind to pay ur debta

Peter Niburg condd I He
ped and faced Nikky, *1 do not wish
the poliee,” he sald. “Perhape | have
This is & privete mat-

30 O

sald too Jitle

ter. An affalr of Jeanlousy.™

b" w-“

“Naturally, not a matter for pub-
ety

“Veory welll™ Nikky assetited. Rot
in his mind was rising dark snsplcion
He had stumbled oa something Ne
ursed his stopldity that it meant, so
far, nothing more than a mystery to

n, He did not pride himeself on his
atelligence

“You wope ot alons, 1 think

Petvr Niburg suddenly retivemnbered
Herman, and stopped

“Nour friend muast have eacaped”

“He would esnp=" mald Petor Nb-
burg » fully ‘tHe Is of

.

that runa™

He lapsed Into sullen silenes, SBoon
he paunsed Loefore a quiet house, ohe
f the many which housedd In
fepths gncounted  clerks
srminll fry of the ofty
suld Petor Niburg, Then, rather
tardily “And thanks. HRut for
vog | should sow—" he shrugged his
ehonhlers

TAVEIIOuS
nad other

o] night tn

vou”

my

| "Good night, friend” sald Nikky.
“Amd better kos P your bed

He tiad turned away and Peter N)-
burg entervd the house,

Nikky inspected hNmself in the glow
of n street lamp, Bave for some dust,
|and & swollen lip, which he could pot
he was not unpresentable.  Well
| enongh, anyhow, for the empty streeta
But before he started he looked the
house and the nelghborbood over care-
[fully. He might wish to return to that
hotuse,

For two hours he walked, nnd re
sumed his interrupted traln of thought.
At last, having almost ¢lreled the clty,
he came to the Cathedral. It was

norrow, ™

| fewr

nearly miduight by the clock in the |

high tower, He stopped and consulted
his watch, The fancy took him to go
up the high steps, and look out over
the city from the colonnade.

Onee there, he stood leaning agalnst
a column, looking ount. There was
someons coming along the qulet
streets, with a stealthy, shufMling gait
that canght his atteation. So, for in-
stance, might a weary or a wounded
man drag along. Exmctly so, indeed,
had Peter Niburg shambled Into his
house but two hours gone.

The footsteps paused, hesitated,
commenced a palnful struggle up the
ascent. Nikky moved behind his col-
umn, and waited. Up and up, weary
step after weary step. The shadowy
figure, coming close, took a form, be-
came a man—became Peter Niburg.

Now, indeed, Nikky roused. Beaten
and sorely bruilsed, Peter Niburg
should have been In bed. What
stealthy business of the night brought
him out?

Fortunately for Nikky® hiding place,
the last step or two proved too muach
for the spy. He groaned, and eat
down painfully, near the top. His
head lolled forward, and he
it on two shaking hands. Thus he sat,
huddied and miserable, for

|

Nikky enught | dropped

the type ¢

time for thinking. As a matter of
fuct, never afterward could Nikky re
eall thinking at all

colonnude. Hehind him, on the sieps,
the twa twen were talking Absorted
in themselves and thelr basiness. they

neither heard nor saw the Agure that |

and
from

stipped throngh  the  colosnade,
A bliww) curdilng drop

the high end of i1 1o the street be
low,

Nikky's frst imprise, heside the car,
was o rut & tire
ponent nto 8 slooping positien
gnd wheel, It »

Ry gerting his op
nYef
wild he casler

the dam

A Benmtry Stepped Into the Road

e Mut & has warh

lowt his Anifs

s

L w ita des atlon wonld be
tant. lle had think fer
bt ] oy T
$own the ¥ epm ot sten!
| tering, with the ring of nalle In the
| hewls of honry Bboota

Do time s
LI LI i

ihily. bt .t

NILLY fung his loag length Into the
tonn 1, aril there ervw hed It mas
Inrk eoough ta vm! him but Nk

Eyawas g large boddy In a stuall pis

However, the chaulleor ob!lr gisncwd
Eicked a tire with & prac
and et In

Ha heades] for the
Very poog lils passenger b

Al the r
thewsd fomnt
o country

ew that bhe

vas In fur & lonig Mde pewmalbly, & cold
sd s rortalnly Withia t) Ity 1 i
™) devor y, bat mhen

 suliartss were reachel the diiver

1 om & i power He drive ears
L] pe uhe who must make haste
bat eannot afford mecident

Nikky grew vwery nfortable
Ilis £ g arhed he § ¢ =
Iwerens 1) stingiders wmhere (1 V
clerye bLad landed his powerfal blows
throbbs] and beat Alss he was
puzzicd, apd he hated belng passled
Me f unarmed, toa, e lked
that st of all,

After a Ume he ralsed bis head He

Ie out that they were polug camt
towand the mountaing, and he cursed
the luck that had left his revolver at

home, Stll he had no plan but to
| watch, Two hours’ ride. at (helr pres
vutl rate, woeuld tuke the
horder snd luiv Karuls,

| With a squealiog of hrakes the ma-
chine drew up at the frontier. Here
was a chain across the highway, with
two sets of gunrds.  Long before they
reached 1t & sentry stepped Into the
| road and waved his lantern

l Nikky burrowed lower into the ear,
|and sttempted to look ke a rug. In
the stlence, while the seatry evidently
cxamined a passport and fashed a
lnantern over the chauffenr, Nikky
cursed the tleklng of his watch, the
beating of his own heart.

Then came a clanking as the chaln
dropped In the road. The car bamped
over I, and balted sguin. The same
formalitiea, this time by Karnian
sentries. Then the jerk following a
hasty letting-In of the clotch, and they
were off agaln.

For some time they elimbed steadily.
But Nikky, who knew the road, bided
his time. Then at last, at two o'clock,
came the steep ascent to the wery
creat of the mountsin, and a falling
back, gear by gear, until they climbed
slowly in the lowest.

Nikky unfolded his length quietly.
The genrs were grinding, the driver
bent low over his wheel. Very de
liberately, now that he knew what he
was going to do, Nikky unbuttoned his
tunie and slipped It off, It was a resh
thing, this plan he had In mind, rash
under any circumstances, in & moving
car—particularly raxh here, where be-

them over

e mowsl away
the suints he pralsed, | quictly, hidden by the shadows of the

driver acts from the spinal cord, and
not from the braln. Therefore his
bruin may be seething with a thousand
frensles, but he will shove out cluteh
and brake feet In an emergency,
hold them out.

Ho It happened. The man's bhands
loft the wheel, but he stopped his our,
Not tos soon. Not before it had strock
the cliff, and then taken a wickening
curve aut toward the edge of the
precipiee.  Hut stop it did, on the very
eclge of eternity, and the chauffeur
held It there,

“Set the hand brake!™ Nikky sald,
The lampw were near enough the edge
to make him dizey

The chaulfeur cvancd struggling. and
sot the hand brake. 1l head was stify
coversd.  But having done that. be
romtmenced & stroggle more  furious
than forceful, for luth of thetn wers
handien pped

And now Nikky was foreed ta an
unsoldleriike thing that he afterwand
triedd o For driver de

rget the

Vo dirpiamt uneypweied strength, refused
to subanit, got the tunie off his head,
wnd, seeing himaelf attarked by one
tunn only, took and fell ta
He pleked up & wrench from the seat
besite him, and made a furions pass
At Nikky's head Nikhy duked snad,
after & siruggle secared the weapon
All this in the car, over the seat bar
Jt wan then that Nikky ralsed the
whteneh and stunoed Lils man with I

courage

I'" man hateful The wery dull thud
f It was s'chenlag And there was 3
bad minute or two snhen he theaghl
b A 1 his gy hit The man
' Wk w N his sent, & sulden
» of ’ ate ) an Mead Al
Nk A Boer bian wh, D B WAY, Y
b £ W hor w1
) ® ot W 1 ten .
Iater. e o ? ' y Hex] with
hie " I ' . |
Ire ! i f '
n ithe § L #lea
an with ]
1 1
» at
|
" ) BP
~ L3 r L} a
k
e - '
. i k
“ N ) hoarryedd
9 s &
s Hut f 1 he
T} . ' g »l '
. r 9y
[ y Nikky . birg
¢ il .y . Erim Al
¥ »
1 har y £ .' . 1
'a & F f v s
° ] " that o ation
. i v 1 v -
The s on 1) e 1 prianed
r ally You & w hetfer than

e wak That™ he sald
| tell pom.™

Nishy had thought things ot falrly
weil, for hira, 1n that teo minu'ea In
essllie fashion he turne) the

*1 will sever

a bus

prostrate prisotier on his slde, so that
e fared toward the chamm A iste
0 showed] [ts Seqth, atnd the valiey
' which the alr Bowed pwiftly Aot
Phaving thus faced Wim toward the nett
wuell Nikky throwing away his
cigeretie becadne It hnrt hs LD ot @
[ # of Tug (Hoen the lmar bhehind
L saper. ARd andhored hom L)
Thee he sat down and »
“"Auy DewsY he and o the end
f tea v tea' mntsaken » ¥
b s priscoer sald poching He was
thinking doabtlsss Weighing things,

e e life ag o betrayal, &

far ¥y & t swpa i
Nikky en 1 the letier aguin. I
was addresses] te A border town In
[dvonis.  But "he town lay far behind
it Tt Mress then, wad a falee

He whistled saltly

Malf an hour :
Cume, comue™ said NIkky flervelr
"We Aol g Y He inknd
s swullen lip 3K that

It occarred to
in desperation,
bittimelf, which

fortable

And ! e ferveys
i that his pr
nt mil

workld P

S
ver Lthe edgy
L 1Tl {81

Nut the preciplee. and Nikky's #
lp, and other things, had got In thel
Mie man on the ground stopped
| muttering (o his patols, and turned on
'.\I\\IY ryes full of hate

“T will tell you.™ he sald, ~And you
will free we. And after that—"

“Cermainly.™ Nikky replied equably,
“You will follow me to the ends of
the earth-—although that will not be
necessary, beeause | don't Intend to go
there—nand finish me off.* Then, sterps
Iy: “Now, where does the letter gol
[ have a fancy for delivering It myv
ﬂ!_‘!

“If 1 tell you, what then?"

*This: If you tell me properly, and
all goes well, 1 will return and releass
you, If I do not return, naturally yon
will not be releass). And, for fear
you meditate a treachery, [ shall gag
you and leave you, not here, but back
4 rhort distance. In the wood we just
passed,  And, because you are s brave
man, and this thing may be leas seri-
ous than I think it ix, 1 give you my
word of honor that If you advise me
correctly, | shall return and Hberste
you."
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“1 have only your word™

“And T yours," sald Nikky,

The chauffeur took a final glance
around, as far as he could sen, and &
final shoddering look at the valley of
the Ar, far below. “I will tell you,” he
sald =ulienly.

_————a
The crown prince and Prine
cess Hedwig walit in vain for the
returmn of Nikky, whose disap-
pearance they are unable to un-
derstand. Watch for the next
instaliment.

quality, and lay still, Put his eyee

min-
utes or thereabouts. The chime rang
out the hour,
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