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-- - --- -1 IlllUlUUUllt driver acta from tha spinal cord, an4
not from the brala. Therefore . bin
brain may be seething with a thousand
rreniiee, put no win above out clutefc
and brake feet In an emergency, aodX
hold them oat ILoBg Live the King
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At ten minutes part the nour, Nikky
heard the engine of aa automobile,
No machine came In alght but the
throbbing kept on, from which h
Judged that a car had been stopped
around the corner. Peter Niburg beard
It, and rose. A moment later a man,
with the springiness of youth, mounted
the ateps and confronted the meaarn
ger.

Mkky saw a great light When
Peter Niburg put his hand to hi
breait pocket there wa no longer
room for doubt nor, for that matter,
time for thinking. Aa a matter of
fact, never afterward could Nikky re-

call thinking at all II mned away
quietly, hidden by the shadow a of the
colounade. Behind him, on the steps,
the two men were talking. AhHe4
In themselves snd their bn lnes. they
neither heard nor saw the figure that
sllped through the colonnade, and
dropped, a blood curdling drop, from
the high end of II to the strrrt be-

low.
Nlkky's first Impulse, beside the car,

was to cut a tire. Hy getting bis op-

ponent Into a stooping post ti en, over
the damaged wheel. It would te rcsler
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Ho It happened. The man's bands
left the wheel, but he stopied his car.
Not too soon. Not before It had atruek
the i llfl". and tben taken a slekenlng
curve nut Inward the edgo of the
precipice. Hut atop It did, on the very
edge of eternity, and the rheanVw
held It there.

"Set the hand brake I" Nikky said.
The lamp were near enough the edge
to make blm diary.

The chauffeur erased struggling, and
set the hand brake. Ill head wa stiff
covered, lint having done that, b
commenced a atrncgle more furlou
than forceful, for Imtb of them were
handicapped.

And now Nikky foreed to an
unsoldlrrlike thing that he afterward
Irted to forgrt. pur the driver d.
Vetotd Unetjetrd sfrrnrfh. refuse.1
to submit got the tunic iff hi head,

nd. seeing htmaetf atteke by o
innn only. to. k courge and fell tn.
He picked up a w renin from the scat
tx-a- i te ,im, snd made a furious pas
at Nlkky's head. Nikky duked snd,
aft!r a struggle aeeured the weapon.

opened alowly. and he stared p at
the stars. "A fine night" he said
thickly, "A very fine" huddeuly he
raised himself to a sitting post ore.
Terror gave him strenth. Tve been
robbed." he said, "ltotibed. I am
ruined. I am dead.

"Tut" said Nikky. mopping Ms rut
Hp, "If yon are dead, your spirit
peeks with an uncommonly lusty

voice Come, get up. We present to.
gether a shameful picture of defeat."

But he raised Teter Nlbnrg gently
from the ground and. finding hi kneee
unliable, from fright or weakness,
stood hlra against a house wall. IVter
Nlburg, with rolling eyes, felt for his
letter, and, the saints he praised,
found It.

"Ah I" he arid, and straightened un.
"After all, It Is not so bad as 1 feared.
They got nothing."

lis made a manful effort to walk,
but tottered, reeled. Nikky caught
hi in,

"Careful!" he said. The colossus
vee doubt les the one who got u
both, and we are likely to feel hi
weight for some time. Where do you
liver

Peter Nlbnrg was not for saying.
He would have preferred to pursue hi
solitary If uncertain way. Hut Nikky
wa no half Samaritan. Toward IVter
Nlburg' lodging, then, they made a
slow progress.

Those recent gentlemen," said Nlk
ky. as they went along, "they are, per-hp-a.

personal
IVter Nlhur 1T. thonrht

not "Hut I know why they came," be
snld unguardedly. "Some early morn-
ing, my friend, you will bear of a man
lying dead In the street That man
will be I."

6ynopla The crown prince of Livonia, Ferdinand William Otto,
Cm yeara old, taken to th opera by bl aunt tiro f Hie singing snd
slip away to the park, where be uiukc tho nciuulntnnce of Hobliy
Thorpe, a little American boy. (.1 tin- - puluce at night, he
And everything la an uproar a a result of tin search which ha been
made for him. Tbe Mine night thi chancellor cull to consult the
boy 'a grandfather, the old king, who U very III. Tin- - iham-rilo- r sug-
gests that to preserve the klnglom, which In threatened ly plot nf
tba terrorists to form a republic, tti friendship of tin neighboring
kingdom of Karnla be secured by gMng the Prttuvs llcdnlg lo mar-
riage to King Karl of that country. Cotiutcs Los, lick,
to Prince Annunciate. Hedwlg mother. I lo love with King Knrl
and plota to prevent bia marriage to Hedwlg. Kbc sends a eecrct
message to King KarL

All thl In the car, over the aeat baraV L
wa then that Nlklr raised tkiTJt

steOi Ih ami stunned hi man with IL I
It was hateful. The very dull thoj f
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of It was strkrnlng And Ifiree
bad minute nr two whrti he lhSfh
be I, u1 k;!'il bl i'plsinnt. The mas
had link down In hi asst. a shirs
lim.p of inanimate human f.-i- i. And
Nikky. whose busine, la a way, was
kil'ing. ws t.irnf.ol.

The rhatiMir wkriiel. ten Pitnote
later, to C:l bimx-i- r . ur.-'- 11 f0
hi ewti tios.ig r , nl lying ,

ly ro to the t !f ihT oVtb,
Heslde htm en the fround sat a s'ra.lf-eyr- .

i.oinf man wiih a eit hp. TI.
yonnj bad lUhtol a r cirr'te. and
ws. 'set-- tt earrfu::j in ;h or.liv
Jur-- I 4.!e f b!s t.i.uith.

"J i't as s..i as you are ;p t It.
si t N Iky, "e sbsll bae a btt.s

talk"
Tl.e rbssfenr matfrnd .methlDg to

tlie easant patois of Ksrr.la
Tnw, r..ie '"" ily irfervr.l

'"sl up No h.i!tr j ltilnt !rc
I i.guea. tut tirst. I bat the Irtter
That sstes y.ur w.rryl'-- sNxit It.

A .in en rlar your f.i!!i I f..f ai flon."
Suddenly N.kky (!rTv -,t h.s ta, klt.f
I"" He was lit eartml. gM a .id
! s '.'y earnest.

"I ! fn.-y-. n y M I." be sfd.
"t. take tt.at of j ur no t. Its
dei(na:ion. Hit what that drstlr.atl.iO
Is. y .a ar to tell me"

Tt.e man oo the rround rrioiMs
, "lee knew hii-- r than

1 that he eald. "I will nerve
tell foe."

Nlkly had tKeoght thine out ftrty
writ, f C hlra. tn tbat ten minute, la
a businesslike fashd be tome. the
prostrate prisoner on ht side, en that
he face,! toward the rham. A lata
mo.e showe-- l its detth. sad ti valley
in whbh the air nrd swiftly Aa--1

birg tha fxsl htm t!Ttrd th nett
worll. Nikky. thmng sway bl
clfsrvtta teeaus It hurt bl lip. pot a
t.ne vf to fr.q tba r. lv beblod

Ms rtoer. and an. brr--l b..a thef
Tben be sat down and salted.

"Any nesisT" he asled. at ths end
f f ten minute' un'.rotLi-- s.leneie.

til prtsooer said He aa
thinking, doubtless, WrUhlag thine.
tnp w:rup lire atiat ri r jsl. a

afslnst . .ril..n.
Nikky eiatulrtol the letter again. II

was sllrcsjM-- 1 to a border town in
IJvonia. Hut the town lay far behJad
theni. The a lire, then, wa) a fal
one. He whistled fl!y.

Half an hour.
"t'orae. cufue," sai.I Nikky Cereelv.

"We are losing time." He hked
fierce. t,w. i. swollen lip did that
And be ii nerveu. It occurred to
htm that hi prisoner. In drvT!hin,
m!ct.t roll user the ede blm. If. which

All tight

mother referred t " Hidwg hehl her
head very high. "I she wa unjust
Am I never to have any friend"

"l'rli nds. highness? One may havs
friends, of course. It 1 not friendship
they fear."

"What then?"
"A lover." said the Cotintes softly.

"It 1 to see Captain Ijir-i-- h

in your presiiice, and not
real;"

"!. on."
"An I not renllze. hlgbnes. that he
In love with yon."
"How s.lly :" the Princes Hed-wi-

wrh e)i-s- .

"Hut highness :" implored the count-"I- f

only j.Mj would ue a little
caution. ipen denuuee 1 Its own d- -

fetil."
"I nm not ashamed 'f what I do,"

sjiid Ib'dwig hotly.
I ! of course not. Hut

thing that lire harmless In other in
your position jmi are jouti, You
should bine friend, gayety. I am."
she smiled grimly iti the darkties,
"not so old myself but that 1 can un- -

dorstniid.
II, Jul st.snj still. The old city wa

preparing for si. . p. In the place a
few lover loitered, standing close, and
the faint tinkling of a tx II told of the
Hlessed Sucraiuent being rarrli--
through (lie streets to souie Itetlslde of
tbo dying. The Prince ilelwlg
bowed her head.

It seemed to her. all at once, that
the world wa full of wretchedness and
ilenth. and of separation, which might
be worse than death.

"I wish I could help yon. highness,"
said the countess. "I should like to
see you happy. Hut happiness dins
not come of Itself. We must fight for
It"

"Fight? What cliauee have I to
Ilgftit 7"" Hedwlg naked scornfully.

"one thing, of course, I could do,"
pursued the countess, "tin those day
when you wish to have tea with his
royal highness, I could arrange,

to let you know if any member
of the family Intended going to hi
ill nrttiii tits."

It was a moment before Hedwlg
eoinpn bended. Then she turned to
her haughtily. "When I wish to have
t.-- a with my cousin." she said coldly,
"I shall do It openly, countesa."

She left the bulcony abruptly, aban-
doning the countesa to solltury fury.
the greater because triumph had
seemed so near. Alone, she went red
and white, bit her lips, behaved ac-

cording to nil the time-bonor- tra-

dition. Anil even swore In a polite,
fashion, to be sure

to get even.

Things were going rcry wrong for
Nikky Lnrisch.

Perhaps, at the very first he had
been In love with the princess, not the
woman. It had been rather like hlra
to fix on the unattainable and wor-
ship It from afar. Itecause, for all the
friendliness of their growing Intimacy,
Hedwlg was still a star, whose light
touched him, but whose warmth was
not for him. lie would hare died
fighting for her with a emlle on his
lips. But he had no hope of living
for her, unless, of course, ahe should
happen to need him, which was most
unlikely. He hnd no vanity whatever,
although In parade dress, with white
gloves, he hoped he cut a decent figure.

So she had been his star, and as cold
and remote. And then, that very
morning, Hedwlg had been thrown.
Not badly ahe was too expert for
that As a matter of fact, feeling her-
self going, she bad flung two strong
young arms around her horse's neck,
and hnd almost succeeded In lighting
on her feet It waa not at all
dramatic.

But Nlkky's heart bad stopped beat-
ing. He had lifted her up from where
she sat half vexed and wholly
ashamed, and carried her to a chair.
Tbat was all. But when It was all
over, and Hedwlg was only a trifle
wobbly and horribly humiliated.
Nikky Larlsch knew the truth about
himself, knew that he waa to love
with the granddaughter of his king,
and tbat under no conceivable circum-
stance would he ever be able to tell
her so. Knew, then, that happiness
and be had eald a long farewell, and
would thereafter travel different
roads.

& that night he started oat to think
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thing over. Probably never before In
his life had he deliberately done such
a tiling. He had never, a a fnet,
thought much at all. It had been hi
comfortable hnblt to let the day take
cure of Itself. Ilcyuud minor prob-
lem of finance minor liccaus bis In-

come was trifling ha hnd considered
little. In the last border war he had
distinguished himself only when It wss
a matter .f doing, not of thinking.

Hut he was young, and the night
was crisp and beautiful. He tm.lt a
long breath, mid looked up at the star.
Afler all. thing might not 1 so had.
Hedwlg might refuse thl marriage.
They were afrnld that she would, or
why have asked hi help? When be
thought of King Karl, he drew himself
up, and hi heel rang hard on the
puvement. Kuril A bard umn aud a
good king-th- at was Karl. And old.

i From the full manhood of hi tniy
three year Nikky uriy.-- d Kurl'

forty, and considered it a:e.
It was tjplcal of Nikky lo divide

that he mcded a hurd walk. He
tf;m!ulid lilost of hi .111. 'lions Into
motion. So he set off briskly, t urn-In- g

Into the crowded part of the city.
And lore It that Nikky tuij- -I

! ' .1 oil tlie thing that was to take
him far that night, and bring !ut
mmiy curl. thills. ..'t f.,r aheail
of Mm to nieu were tulkine. They
went slowly, arm In arm. one was
talking loquaciously, ulug !.. free
ar::i. on wln.li hung a rane, to gestic-
ulate. The other Walked with beUt
to ad.

Nil.ky, aulng to light a cigarette,
fill Hut (lie wind wa trleky.
ntnl with hi third nist.h be slipped
into a stone arehway, llchted hi
ig:trette, I llttoi-- d hi tunic hlfih

mraitist the chill, and emerged to a
.lent but xlnl.'iit struggle just nheuiL

j The tun tin ii bad been atta k-- by
three others, and a he stn-l- . the
.uii(iou on wnt down. Instantly

a hue.' f!t,'ure of a man outlined sn;nt
the light frnra a street lamp, rrourhed
over the prostrate form of the fallen
t:;:in. Ilv n lu the imp r pt'.Me sec-
ond bef're he started ! run toward
the group, Mkky saw that the silent
one, unmolested, wa looking on.

A nioment later he was In the thick
of tilings and fighting gloriously. Ill

!Jletly enp fell rT HI fair Tialr
brlstletl with excitement. He flung out
arms tlint were both furious and
strong, and with rath blow the group
assumed a new formation, I'nlueklly,
a great deal of the f.s'hting wa done
over the prostrate form of I'eter

Hut d!.ter. ingloriou d'sasfer.
waltel for Mkky. IVter Xlburg, face
down on the pavement, w groaning,
und Nikky bad felled one man and
wa starting on a ond with the fight-
ing appetite of twenty-three- , when
someihlng luii'jM'ii.-1- . (ne moment
Nikky w smiling vl!h a rot lip, and
hair In hi eves, nn I the n it he wa
dropped like an i x. by a blow from
behind. Landing between hi ahoul-di-- r

blnrfe. It Jrl..-- hi head bark
wl:h a snap, and s. nt him rwllng. A
ivotul followed, delivered by a huge

fist.
IViwn wont Nlkly, and lay still.
The town slept "U. 8;re-- t brawl

were not uncomnoiii, cMH'lally In the
nelj;hbirh'Hd of the lliiugatia. Those
who roused gruir.Mnl alxnit quarrel-
some student, and slept again.

Terhap two mimitoa later, Nikky
got up. He wa tiie.fher minute In lo-

cating himself. H a cap lay In the

'

T a mtuf0k

In the Thick of Things and Fighting
Gloriously.

gutter. Beside him, on his back, lay
a sprawling and stertorous figure,
with, so quick the downfall, n cane
still hooked to his arm.

Nikky bent over Peter Nlbnrg.
Bending over made his head ache
abominably.

"Here, man I" he said. "Get np!
Rouse yourself I"

Peter Nlbnrg made an Inarticulate
reference to a piece of ailk of certain
quality, and lay atiU, Sat bin ayes

CHAPTER V. Continued.

"Mother, yon caunt lok back, and
and remember your own life, ami al-

low me to be wretched. You can-

not r
Hedwlg began to cry.
Tbe archducbesa bated team, anil

her sofier momenta were only mo-

ment. "Pry your eye, and don't lie
Illy." she wild coldly. "You have al-i- ;t

known that something of the
tort mi tacvltuble."

S!ie moved toward the door. Th"
two princesses and her lady la wait-
ing remained still until ahe had
the table. Tben tbey fell In behind
her. and the little procession moved to
the stuffy boudoir, for coffee. Hot
Hilda all i ped her arm around her

wutst, and the touch comforted
Hod wig.

"lie may be tcry nice," Hilda volun-
teered cautiously. "Perhaps It la Karl.
I am quite tnad about Karl, myself."

Hedwlg. however. ws beyond
tag. She went !owy to a window, i

end stood gazing out. Looming against
the eky-lln-e. In the very center of lite i

place, was the heroic figure of her dead
grandmother. She full to wondering

boat these royal women who had pre-

ceded. Her mother, fraukly nnhappy
to her marriage, permanently embi-
ttered; her grandmother. Hedwlg bad

ever aeen tha king young. She could
t picture him a a lover. To her

fea wa a fine and lonely figure. Hut
fomautlc? Had ha ever been roman-
tic?

She allpped oat onto the balcony
tnd cloaed tha curUHn behind her.
Aa her eye grew accustomed to the
farknesa ahe saw that there waa aome
pna below, under the tree. Her heart
eat rapidly. In a moment ahe wa

recta In. It waa Nikky down there,
Nikky. gazing up at hor a a child may

gok at a star. With a quick gesture
edwlg drew the curtain buck. A

thin ray of light fell on her, on her
film bare arms, on her light drapert.n.
9a her young face. He had warned
to aee ber, and he should ee her. Then
tha dropped the curtain, and twinted
tier hands together lest. In sjilto of
ber, they reach out toward hlnu

Did she fancy It, or did the figure
falute her? Then came the quick ring
t heel on the old stone pavement.

Ehe kaew hi footstep, even aa ehe
Ivaew every vibrant, eager Inflection of
hia voice. He went away, across IK
4quare, like one who, having bent hi
knee to a ealnt, turns back to the bosl-Jies- a

of the world.
In the boudoir the archducbcs had

picked up some knitting to soothe her
fancied nerves. "You may play now,
fill la," she said.

Annunclata doted, and Hilda played
oftly. The couutes' opportunity had

4ime. She pnt down the dreary em-
broidery with which aba filled the
firearter evenings, and moved to the
jrfndow. She walked quietly, like a
at,
Her first words to Hedwlg were

t&oaw of Peter Xlburg as be linked
frame with his enemy and started down
Che street "A fine night, highness,"
tfce said.
i Hedwlg raised her eyes to the etara.

"Tt I Tery lovely.'
! night to spend Ia-g-

of being shut up " She
ftnlsbed her sentence with a ahrag; of
the shoulders.

i Hedwlg was not fond of the coont-- .
She did not know why. The

roth being, of course, that between
them lay the barrier of ber own

When the countess' arm
sVocned hers, ahe drew aside.

"Tonight," said the lady In waiting
fkeamlly, "I should like, to be In a
ator, speeding over mountain roeda.

C eeoM from the mountains, yon know.
eVaid I miss them,"

Hedwlg moved, a little Impatiently,
tat aa the countess went on, ahe d.

After ail, Mkky, too, came
fcaea the mountains. And because she

--Asaa eorry for the connteea, who waa
mesaeeick, and perhaps becaose Just

ahe had to apeak to some esse,
Aha tvrned to her at last with the thin

ifatot Oiled her mind.

Hli marriage," she eald bitterly.
It talked about) Am I the only

ess In the palace who baa not known
Jant ttr

No, highness, I had heard notnlns.
Of course, there are always rwsaora."

- "Aa to Ue ether, the matter any

"The thoucbt bn a moral," rhserved
Nikky. "Im not trust yoursi If nuu.f-door-

at nlnht."
Hut h saw that Peter Nlbnrg kept

hi hand over hi breast pocket.
Never having dealt In mysterte.

Nikky wn !w at reeoiriurlng one.
Hut be re flee ted, many tMiir were
g.lng on In the old etty In tlirse trou-
bled days. Crime to Nikky. all at one,
that thl man on bis ami night be one
(if the hidden ryes of (overument

"These are difficult limes," he ven-
tured. "f.r those who are loyal."

Peter Niburg give him a sidelong
glanee. "Infficult lndeel." be said
briefly.

"I think." N;kky observe,!, "that.
after I soe you safely h" I shall. Ireport thl small matter to the s.l.e.

Hut her Petrr Vhurg turned even i

paler. "Not not the polled" he
stammered. i

"Hut why? Y u and I. my friend. I

will carry their Insiciii for some days.
I have a mind to pay our

Peter Niburg consldi 'ed. He te
ped and faeed Nikky. "I do not wish
the pollee." he ld. "IVrhat I have j

said too little. Thl Is a private mat-
ter. An affair of Jilony."

"I see'--
"Naturwtly, not a matter for pub-

licity."
-- Very well." Nikky assented. Hot

In h! mind wa ntng dark usplc'.on.
He had stumbled on something. He
cursed hi stupidity that It roitnt. so
far, nothing nn re than a mystery to
htm. He did not pride himself on hi
Intelligence.

"You were not alone, I think?"
Peter Niburg suddenly remembered

Herman, and toped.
"Your friend must have
"He would rv.e." snld Ivti-- Nl-

bnrg scornfully. "He I of th type
that run."

He lapsed Into ullen llene. Soon
he paused before a quiet house, one
of the mny which housed In cavernou
d'i'ths uncounted clerk and other
small fry of the dty. "tod night to j

you." said Peter Niburg. Then, rather j

tardily. "And my thank. Hut for i

yoo I should now" be shrucged hi
shoulder.

"flood nlcht. friend." said Nikky.
"And better keep your bed tomorrow."

He bad turned away and Peter Ni-

burg entered the house.
Nikky Inspected hlmnelf tn the glow

of a street lamp. Save for some dust,
and a awollrn Up, which he could not
see. he wa not unpresentable. Well
enough,' anyhow, for the empty street.
Hut before be started he looked the
house and the neighborhood over care-
fully. He might wish to return to that
house.

For two hours he walked, and re
sumed hi Interrupted train of thought
At last having almost circled the dty,
he came to the Cathedral. It wa
nearly midnight by the clock In the
high tower. He stopped and consulted
hia watch. The fancy took blm to go
up the high steps, and look out over
the dty from the colonnade.

Once there, he stood leaning against
a column, looking out There was
someone coming along the quiet
streets, with a stealthy, shuffling gait
tbat caught bis attention. So, for In-

stance, might a weary or a wounded
man drag along. Exactly so. Indeed,
had Peter Niburg sbsmbted Into his
bouse but two hours gone.

The footsteps paused, benltated,
commenced a painful struggle up the
ascent Nikky moved behind bis col
umn, and waited. I'p and up, weary
step after weary tep. The ehadowy
figure, coming close, took a form, be-

came a man became Peter Nlbnrg.
Now, Indeed, Nikky roused. Beaten

and sorely bruised, Peter Nlbnrg
should have been In bed. What
stealthy business of the night brought
him out?

Fortunately for Nlkky's biding place.
the last step or two proved too mnch
for the spy. lie groaned, and eat
down painfully, near the top. But
bead lolled forward, and he supported
It on two shaking hands. Thus be sat
huddled and miserable, for Ave min-
utes or thereabontn. The chime rang
out tha hoar.

'
vmf.irtable. Js

and Nikky' fierce, I

had got In their I

A Stntry Strpp4 Into t Rd.
I ' orf.-.-n- e bt!v H'lt a bsty - r b
riveal.-- that be bd ot hi knife In
the melee. Atv! soennd tb.'ntM ge
l.m a Utter plan. Af'er ll. to g t
tie let'er w not cvrrr'Mng. To
know r definition wonld I Imp"
tint. He b no lira t think fur- -

'hrr- - m "Wt" ".ritr.g
1"",, th" n'' "wttMly. but rial- -

imn. ii-- m nng ot nans in id
hnels of hravy boot.

Nikky fljt.f hi locg length into th
totjr.isu. and there erooihed. tt was
dark enough to cinne him. bnt Nik-

ky wa a large Nily In a small pise.
lloweer. the rbiuffiur only c!Dcrd

t the ear. kirked a tire wt'.h a prac-
ticed f. t. nd got tn.

He bcade-- l f, the open conntry.
Very soon his pasctfer knew that he
wea In f 'f a bg ride .tMy, a rt,
ride certainly. Within the rlty Until
the car meicd detri!l;y. but when
the suburb wrre rearhol. the driver
put on til hi power. II drove rar
fully. t'v who mtitt make haste
but enrnnt alT.ird acrllent.

Nikky grew very uniMtnfortable.
ins jone in im-- in piac e-

tween the shoulders wht-r- the rvn-- !

(ierre .ad landed hi powerful blows
throhtied and beat. Also lis ws
'iiu!.-- l. snd he IisteI being puilsL

He was unarmed, too. He disliked
,hal m,, u'

After s time be raised his head. He
made out that they were going at.
toward the mountain, and be cursed
the lurk that had left hi rrrolwr at
home. Mill he had no plan but to
watch. Two hours' ride, at their pres-
ent rate, would take them over the
border and lulo Karnla.

With a squealing of brake the ma-

chine drew up al the frontier. Here
wa a chain across the highway, with
two set of guards. Long before they
reached It. a sentry stepped Into th
road and wsved hi lantern.

Nikky burrowed lower Into the car,
and attempted to look like a rug. la
the silence, while th (entry evidently
examined a passport and flashed a
lantern over the chauffeur, Nikky
cursed the ticking of hia watch, the
beating of his own heart

Then came a clanking aa the chain
dropped In the road. The car humped
over It and baited again. The same
formalities, this time by Karnlan
sentries. Then the Jerk following a
hasty letting In of the clutch, and tbey
were off again.

For some time tbey climbed steadily.
But Nikky. who knew the road, bided
his time. Tben st last at two o'clock,
came the steep ascent to the very
crest of the mountain, and a falling
back, gear by gear, unUl they climbed
slowly In tbe loweat

Nikky unfolded hia length quietly.
The gears were grinding, the driver
bent low over his wheel. Very de-
liberately, now that be knew what he
waa going to do, Nikky unbuttoned his
tunic and allpped It off. It waa a rash
thing, this plan he had tn mind, rash
under any drcumstnncea. In a moving
car particularly rash here, where be-

tween tbe cliff and a precipice that
fell far away below, waa only a wind-
ing ribbon of uneven road.

Nikky, he waited his moment, and
then, with one singularly efficient ges
ture, he flung hia tunic over the
cbauffeur'a head. Be drove a car
himself, did Nikky not his own, of
coarse he waa far too poorand he
coasted en one, thing an automobUe

would he most ntH
Hut the prectptce,

lip, and other thing.
work. The man on the ground stopped
muttering In hi patois, ami turned on
Nikky ryes full of hate.

"I will fell yon." be said. -- And yon
will free me. And after that

"Certainly." Nikky replied equably.
"Ten will follow nie tn the end of
the earth although that will not be
neeary. because I donl Intend to go
there and finish m off." Then, stern
ly: "Now, where does the letter go
I have a fancy for delivering It my
self."

"If I tell yoo. what then?"
"Thl : If you tell me properly, and

sll goe well, I will return and release,
you. If I do not return, naturally yoo
will not be released. And, for fear
yoo meditate a treachery, I shall gag
yoo and leave yon. not here, but back
a short distance. In the wood we Just
passed. And. because yon are a bravo
man, and tbla thing may be less seri-
ous than I think It la. I give yon my
word of honor that if yon advise me
correctly, I shall return and liberate
yoo,"

"I have only your word."
"And I yonra," eald Nikky,
Tbe chauffeur took a final glance

a round, as far aa be could see. and
final shuddering look at the valley of
the Ar, far below. "I will tell yoo- ,- b
said sullenly.

The erewn prlnoa and Prliv
cess Hsdwlg wait In vain for the
return of Nikky, whose disap-
pearance they are unable to un-
derstand. Watch for the next
Inttallment

(TO kUI CONTUfOBOie
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