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O'Raeilly joloed tn the langhter
evoked by this recoark.  He was guite
ad Wattervd as the poorest of Hetan
court's common saldiers . his  shoes
were broken and diseepatatile ; his oot
ten trousers, snagged by Larbed wire
wud brambles. and solled by dass In
the smaddle and pights In the grass,
vwere In desperale pend of attent

Hie beard had grown, 1o, and his sbin
where It was cuposed, was burnt 1o
a mabogany brown Cerialnly there
waRn aothing abvut his rabce te
hespeak hBis nationailty

The grt el tiged I am direct
o in this letter o belp you in »
v terprt s Command me sir™

As Dricfy as posaible J nie s
known the obledt of his % It
@cer nodded Bis cotprehension, |

as be did = 8 purtied expresalon
vosend his face

“Yea, | reported that Miss Var
had gone Into the city=—J touk =
pains to And el [0 you bave
i1a doubt-—"

"Not the least, fr.”

*Then~—why have you come nil thus
way ™

*1 came to find her and to fetch her
to her brother

“Nut —vou doa’t utiderstabd She
artually In<dde the line In Maty
rap—a prisoner

“Exactly. 1intend to go Into Mats
raa and bhring ber

Geniernl Betapooyrt & | .
tonishy “My 4 14 he ex

imlmest Are you mad®*

(i ¥ peontlesd | § A "Ju
probabiy All lovers ar Yy ad
' h"“l L &

“Ab! Lovers! I begin to wee. Dot
how do you mean to go al Lhise—
4. TP F T o e utdertaking?

“You told me Just pow that 1 eould
pass for a Cuban, Well 1 am golug
fo put It to the test. If I ouce got int
the oity | shall manage somehow to
et out aguin, sod bring her with we™

“Tm-m The genernl appraised
O'Rellly speculatively, “No doubt you
aan get o=t is not so diMcult to va
tar, 1 belleve, and especinlly to one
who spoaks the language ke a native
But the return—I fear you will find
that another matter., Muatanzas is a
place of poatllence, hunger, despalr
No one goos there from cholee any

mare, aod Do onee ETEr comes out”

“So 1 should Imagine” The speak-
¢r's careless tone added to Geperal e
lancourt & astoaishment, “Diess me ™
he exclulimed "What an extraordi-
NAFy young Is 1t possible that
you 40 not comprehend the terrible
conditions? A sudden thought struck
hMm and be logquircd quickly : “Tell me,
you are st by uny chance that bhero
they call El Demontao? 1 have heard
that be Is lodevd 8 demon. No? Very
well! You say you wish to visit Ma-
tansas, and 1 am lostructed to help
you. How can [ do so7"

O'HRellly hesitated an Instant. “For
e thiog, |1 need money, 1—I1 haven't
& mogle peseta”

“You nre weicome to the few del
lars 1 possess™

Johnule expressed his gratitude for
this ready assistance, “Ope $23ng
wore,” sald he “Will you glve my
boy, Jacket, & mew palr of trousers
and send him back to the Orfent at the
first opportunity ¥

“Of course. It is done” The gen-
eral lald a friendly hand upon O'Rell-
Iy's shoulder, saying, gravely: “It
prould relieve me Intensely to send you
pack with him, for I hnve fears for

ruccess of your venture. Matanzas
m hell; It has swallowed up thow-
mnds of our good countrymen; thou-
eands have died there. I'm afraid ypu
do not realize what risks you are tak-
Pl
OReilly did not allow this well-
meant warniog to influence him, nor
did be listen to the sdmonitions of
those other Cubans who tried to argue
with him out of his purpose, once It
became koown. On the contrary, he
procecded with his preparations and
spent that afternoon in satisfying him-
welf that Rosa had indeed left the Pun
de Matanzas before Cobo's rald.
Among Betancourt’s troops was a
man who had been llving In the hills
at the time Asensio and his family |
bhad abandoned their struggle for ex- |
istence, and to him O'Rellly went. This |
fellow, It seemed, had remalned with |
his family In the mountains some time
after Asenslo's departure. It was'
from him that O'Rellly heard his first
authentic report of the atrocities per- |
petrated by Cobo's volunteers. This
man bad lost his wife, his little son, |
mnd sll the scanty belongings he pos- |
weseed, With shaking bhands up- |
stretched to heaven, the fellow cursed |
¢he nuthor of his misfortunes, :
“I Kve for one thing!" he cried |
shriliy—*“to meet that monster, and to
butcher him, as be butchers women
and children”
ORellly purposely left his most un-
- rant task to the last. When his |
ngements had been completod and |

he had acquainted himself as far ns
e with the hazards he was likely |

to efigounter, he took Jacket asjde pod

Droke thie gews to him that on the.fol- worm to promise a hot midday: the |

and Jacke! begun 1o weep coplous!s

red Cuban soll was exposed the tras

“Come bore” commanded the Amert-

He worked huwself up to & Rysterical elers sank lote It as Inte wet pufty on
crescendo which threstencd to arots®  Crossiog & rocky ridge, ORellly and Jacket shiok his hesd  He made
the entire cucnmpment. Bat O'Rellly pin guide st st emerged upen an painful sattempt to swallow, and
Was mnnioved opens slope, keohigh I grass and “hon hs sttersare became more dis
“Be quirt” he told the boy, “I growm up 1o bottle paltos, those quevt 1 he constgned his idol 10 & warmer
wont el you go with me, and that | distorted trees whose (runks are swsd o than Cuba,
fends 1t 1 will be hard enough for one lon inte the Nkeness of carthen water “I'm a tough K" he diclarvd
man to slip through: two would be Jare Rosttersd Bore avd (here over “1hoa't gel gay on me ®
sure to full » meadows were dhe dond or fallen e two parieyed beiefly ;| then, when
Npaniards will =kl Liunks of stolhet varety, the cahba g «fed that Bo vialenee was intended
Jucket walled taim, b o8 heart of which ha (he boy sal down o Nsten. Pul
- b 1h re reason (o I 2 formed & staple article of Qiet fis hefory neither Argument nor sppes’
e o Nty sftvvios patial ases  had Vthe stighitent oMot upwn hm. He
At 1 her at d a loud been ut work bhere and ot & aln fodl thut he bad folloned his bene
\ \ ) re¢ foel s m tree remained slive The grven Booe ! £ he dectared that he was & froe
Ky of & ht t You das f the v 'y farther doum wan dold faxd it amd ol Hderty to go whers be
! bomve 1 1 amenl with the other, the roval Kind the oL IF It so chanced that his fancy
Lints g « starving ln Ma- maonarch of trople vegeinthon which Lk bim o the oty of Matannas at
. 10 sich | they are dylng lends to the Cuban landscape ltn g ¢ same Ume O'Rellly happened to
T | Cullar and distinetive beanty traveling thither, the elrcumstianee
T don’ t much "Yonder Is the caminn™ wmalld th ht be put down 1o the long arm of
When Joba showik Bhin head atub untryman, pelnting 16te the yalley Ience. If his company were dis
bormly Jocket lnunched hlmself tnte a "It will lead you 1o tha main read cfal 1o the wider man, OV Reilly was
toery f profanity 1he violepew of and thepe™—he turned to the north v to wail and follow lster; Il was a
whieh dricd his tvare His viws! rd—"1s Matnnras o with () ter of complete Indifetence to
ry was surprising. e poviled il don't drink the well water, which et e bad husiness in Matansss
Sponlands, O'Reilly, Wimeelf, everybody 18 poliuted from the raine™ WIEh & ! e proposed te sttend to 1. The
! everything . he leveled anntheman omile and a wave of the hand the mn Hed grasely, umbhlushingly New
that woman who had eome between tu™ned back and plunged Inte the helesa, he kept & watehful eye upon
! nd his b | bencfarts The ‘fungle * hoarer
tier Ustoned goud-nataredly, As ORellly descended the slope b Vory well® O Rellly told him fnal
*You're = gh LA™ he langhed realised keenly that he was slone and *1 give In."
shen Jacket's fiest muge had worn i1 In hostile territory. The hille and the Tarket's face instantly Nt up. Te
!t t 1 Hke ¥ nd 1'd take you | wonds from Piaar del Nie (o Orlente ated poud humot . he hitehesd his
i1 ' Batt tan etlerprise | wera Cuban, or, of wl, they wery i climey,
for m by It won't get you any. (Qleputed ground. Dlat hers In  the By ! T pot my own way, don’t
thing b his racketr™ | plains and valleys neur the cithes Bpaln he Taughesd
Jacket pext triedd the power of an | Was supreme. From this moment on “Indes! you @™ ONellly IaM a
Futsrut,  He attempled to prove that | ORellly knew he must roly entirels A footly upen B loysl follower.
1} a b rdous undertaking of this opon himself, The speresa of hla oo id 1 don't mind telling you that I'm
wirt hie pastetyn would be lovaty ' torprise—his very Wle—binged upw v than half glad of 1L )| was
ble. He vask so he deviared, the one Dis caction, his powers of Jissimuls ng lonesome, | dlidn't boow bhow
ot in all Cgba In every respect Uon, his ability to pass as 8 harmless A1 eonld mises you Nut pow we
! fed to share O'Rellly's perfla. To  heipiess pacificn. It gave bim an wn t makes some plans, we mudt have
begin with, he was not afrald of Span- accustomed theill, by no means plens understanding and decide who we
larde, or mnything else. for that mat- anl Lit me see—your resl name |s
ter—he dismissed the wubject of per The road. when he came a1, prrvesd relao—"
solinl cotirage with a contemptuons (o be a deep gutter winding betwess Narciso Villar.™
shrug. As for cunning, sagncity, pro-  red clay banks cut by the high wheels “Well, then, | shafl be Juan Yillar
dence, resotiree, all around worth, he of clumsy fane eeric.  Inusmoch as it hrother Neniwtirh we shall

w

s, withoat doabt, uneqonled In any
untry. He was a veritable Spartan,

whea it enme to Bardship—petea-
tion and suffering were almost to hin
ng. He was dlscretion
was pomething he had inherited: he
wus a diplomat—diplomaey being one
of his most unique accomplishmenta,
As for this talk about hunger, O'Rellly
need not eoncern Bimsalf in the least
on that store, for Jacket was a small
ecater and conld grow fut on 8 diet of
dried leaves. Disease? Bah! It made
bim laugh, s experience with sick-
pess wus wider than most Oxlcos, and
he was a better nurse than Misa Ev
nns would ever be, Jacket did not wish
to appear In the least boastful. On
the contrary, he was actually too mod-
as his friends conld attest, hat
truth compelled him to admit that he
was just the man for O'Reilly. He
foutid it Impemsible to recommend him
self too highly . to save his soul he
could thiok of no qualification in which
he was Ineking and could see no rea
son why his benefactor would not
greatly profit by the free use of his
nmazing talents. The enterprise wps
diffienit; 1t would certaluly fall with
out him

Johnnle remainesd carefully atten-
tive during this adjuration. He felt no
desire even to smile, for the boy's ear
nestness wan touching and It caused
the elder man's throat to tighten un-
comfortably. Johnnle had pot realized
before how fond he had become of this
quaint youngster. Aod so, when the
little fellow paused hopefully, O'Rellly
put an arm around him,

“I'm sure you mre everything you
eny you are, Jacket!, and more, too, but
you can’t go!"®

With that Jacket flung off the em-
brace and, stalking away, seated hime-
seif. He took a half-smoked clgar
from the pocket of his shirt and Ut It
gcowling the while at his friend. More
than onee durlng the evenlng O'Rellly
detected his sullen, angry eyes upca
him,

General Betancourt and several mem-
bers of his staff were up early the fol-
lowing morniog to bid thelr visitor
good-by. In spite of their efforts to

lik ) s et

est,

| make the parting cheerful It was plain

that they bad but Hrtle hope of ever
agoln secing this foolhardy American.

Johnnle's spirits were not In the
least affected by this (ll-concenled pes-
wimiam, for, as he told himself, he had
money in his pockets and Matanzas
was not many miles away. But when
he came to part from Jacket he experl-
enced a genuine disappointment. The
boy, strangely enough, was almost In-
different to his leaving ; he merely ex-
tended a limp, dirty hand, and replied
to O'Reilly's parting words with a
careless “Adlos "

In hurt surprise the former inquired,
“Don’t we part good frienda?”

“Sure "
turned away,

Jacket was a likable youngster: his
devotion was thoroughly unscifish; it
hud not been easy to wound him. With
keener regrets than he cared to ac-
knowledge O'Reilly set out upon his
Journey, following the guide whom
General Betancourt had provided.

It was a lovely morning, sufficiently

Jacket shrugged, then |

|

“You're a Tough Kid!™ He Laughed.

crops whatever had been moved over
the road during the past scason, It was

now little more than an oozy, sticky
|m!. Not a roof, not & chimney was in
| slght; the valley was deserted. Here
[ was a fertile farming country—and yet
no lving thing no sound of bells, no
volees, no crowing cocks, no lowing
cnttle, Tt was depressing to®O'Redlly,
and more, for there was something
menacing and threatenlng atout it all
Toward noon the breese lossened
end It became Insufferably hot. A
bank of clouds In the east promised a
cooling shower, so Johnnle sought the
nearest shade to walt for It, and took
advantage of the delay 1o ent his slen-
der lunch, He was meditatively munch-
iag a sweet potato when a sound at
his back caused him to leap 1o hix feet
in alarm, He whirled, then uttered
an exclemation of amazement, Seated
not Afty feet away was a bare-logged
boy, simllarly engaged In eating a
sweel potato. It was Jacket. FHis
brown cheecks were distended, his
 bright, Inquisitive eyes were fixed upon
O'Rellly from beneath a deflant scowl.
l “Jacket I" cried the man. “What the
| devil are you doing here?”
“You goln' to let me come along?

| challenged the Intruder,
| ®Bo! You followed me, after I paid
| I didn't want you?" O'Relily spoke pe
proachfully; but reproaches had po
effect upon the lad. With a mild ex-
pletive, Jacket signified his contempt
| for such m weak form of persuasion.

“Sea here, now.” O'Rellly stepped
closer, “Lot's be sensible about this”

But Jacket scrambled to his feet and
retreated warlly, stufling the uneaten
portion of the sweet potato Into his
mouth. It was plain that ke had no
confidence In  O'Reilly's ptentiona.

lowing Mornthgs they mnst” part.  as |alr was moist and fresh from a recent | Muttering something fn s muffied
“e had espectéd, the boy refused to | ghower. This belng the rainy senson, | volce, he armed himself with a stout

“sten to bim. Q'Relily remalued Zrm | the tralls were soft, and where the rich  stick,

-ak nolhing but Spanish  Tell me
pow, what was our fether's name,
where was our home, apnd what are we
Aing together V™

"aring: the breaihlema Interen! be
fore the shower the (wo gt with thelr
headn together, talking enrmestly, Ao
e wind cume and the comling reln be

L gma o mlfle on the leaves overbesd
{they tosk up thelr bundies and set
wit  The big droge dreached them
quick!ly Their thin parments clung
to them and water streamed down
thelr bosllem . overhead the sky wan
Back aod rent by vivid streaks of fire
but they plodded onward cheerfally

Jacket wan himeelf apnin. he bent
his weight agninst the tempest and
lengthened his ahort strides (o (YVHM)
Iy’ e t#ie] to whistle, but his teeth
chattered and the wind Interfered o
be bummed & mong, to drive the chill
oul of his bones and to heartem his
benefactor. Now that he was at last
fovejded an a full partner in this entee.
prise, it beeame hin duty not only te
share (i perils, but to lessen Its hard
ships and to yleld Algrsion,

The ratn was oold, the hriers bealde |
| the overgrown path were sharp, and
| they scratchod the bay's bare legs cru- |

elly : his stomach clamorsd for a com-

| panion to that solitary sweet potato
[ton, but In his breast glowed ardor
llnd pride.  Jacket considered himself
| @ fortonate person-—a very fortunate
fpﬂhn Indeedd. Had he not found a
| brother, and did not that brother love
him? There was no doubl about the
latter. for O'Rellly’s eyes, when he
looked down, were friendly apd ot
mate. Here was a man to dle for,

The downpour lasted but s short |
time, when the sun came out and dried
the men's clothes; on the whele, 1t had

1l’ﬂn refreshing  When evenlng enme
the Villar brothers sought refuge In
an old sugar mill, or rather In a part
of it still standing. They were on the
main calzada now, the paved road
which link= the two maln clties of the
Island, and by the following noon thelr |
destination was in sight. I

OReilly felt a sudden excitement
when Matanzas came Into view. From |
this distance the city looked quite an
it did when he had left It except that
the biue harbor wan almost empty of |
shipping. while the famillar range of
hills that hid the Yomuri—that valley
of delight a0 closely linked In his
thoughts with Rosa Varona--seemed |

the thousandth time he nsked himself
if he had come (n time to find her, or
if fate’'s maddening delays had proved
his own and the girl's undeling.

O'Rellly knew that althongh Matag-
zas was a prison and a pesthole, a gir
ltke Rosa would suffer In perils lnf:
nitely worse than imprisoament or dis-
ense, It was a thought he could mot
bear to dwell upon,

Bigns of life began to appear now,
the travele passed small garden
patches and oceasional cultivated
fields; they enconntered loaded carts
bound {ato the city, and onee they hid
themselves while a column of mounted
troops went by.

O'Rellly stopped to pass the time of
day with a wrinkled eartman whose

fellow inquired, “Starved out, I sup- |
pose. Well, it's as pleasant to starve
in pircs as another.”

i

Insctptine

from the lead and began e mryp

never
EIrict at best, was extremely lax at

the brick fortinas along the ronde and.

Suce these two refugees were ton poor
they wors wavred
They oheyet

o warrant search
onward by the seniries

slently ; In simless bewiiderment they
shufed along towsrd (he heart of the

iy

they had ram

Almaost before (hey realined It
the pantiet and had

Joined that army of wmisery, Aftees

thirw nd slrang
had chosed over (hem

CHAPTER XVIL

The hand of Ngain

Taowk 1 Jacket elutehed at (YReally

and peinted a shaking Buger
begonrs!  Chrtate!

“More
Apd thome Iils

childrea ™ The hoy tried te Inngh, but

bis vodeow eraciemd nervoasly

“Are they

children. or gourds with legs under

them ™

OReilly  looked  then turned

eyes nwny. e and Jacket had reshed
the heart of Matansas and were facing

the public square, the Iam de W Lib
M was mlled Matanses ap

eriad

pears] pour and squalid, depressing's

wietched ;
the Mazs de la Libertad—grim mock

it sireeis wore foul and

ery o & Bame was crowded with o
throng sach as It had acver beld In
U'Railly’'s Ume. a throng of people who

were, withowt
lesm, regget

parads
the betches mere faull but thelr aere

«trepdion,  gewnt bt

Manty were al'ent. too sl h of Lo wesl
Not were there auy romping
e vasl
dersive? Arutes o the
e beede] ta bnk toilee
to realize hat they were pot pygmies
It was aet
Frew e e
them o pounds with leges for all sere
paked and mewt of thers bhad beedies
swollen Inte the Uheness of padn of
Ther bwhed pecullarty
fwtesque with thelr spidery legs and

To move
chitdren. There nere tn
numbers of ¢
sQuare. but oe

o wiaened Littie obd folha
strange that Jeacket had

alabasthea

1hin farva

UFRANY posweed & damp hand arross

his eyen. “Just Heaven ™ he breathed
“Mheabe’s one of 1hese ™
The revonrentradea avermn Metan

Pas IN an un lean swarm @ reets and
lasns were congested with (hem Por
Bo atterapt was made ta confine them
their quarters.  Meorning broaght

te
them sirraming down fromm (he sub

nrtag slopes whete they Hen! eveaing
their daye
foe
They snatebed st crumbs and
Now
they mansged ta rlis?, whenre rame
Ihe fousd that kept Ufe In thedr mises
able bDoulien, wun & mystery, evem o
L the citizens of the city . no orpanieed
offort had been made 1o care for them
and here was insufBcient surples food

seut thetn winding hack
were end la an aimiess sarch
Fommt
combad the gutters fof crusta

for ha'f their pamber Yot soesehow
they lved and lingrred o

AL the time of ('Nellly’s arrivel the

sphit presented by these Inporent vie

time of war was appalitag ; 11 roused

In bim a dull red rage ot the power

which had wroaght this crime and o

the men whe permitied it te continne
Spaln was & Christian nation, he e
flected | ahe had »et up more crosses
than any other, and yot beneath them
the had butchered more peuple than all
the pationa of the sarth combined
This monstrous, eoldly calenlating of.
fort to destroy the entire Cuban people

seetned to Rim the blackest Infamy of

all, and bhe wondered If It would be ak
lowed (o spccved

Fortunately for the two friends, (e
ernl Betancourt's gruerosity served to
relleve them from sny Immediate dan-
gor of starvation. After making & few
purchases and eating with the utmost
frugality, they began thelr search

Later they stretiched themselves out o |

sleep on the stones beneath the portales
of the rallroad station,

They spent a horrid, harrowing night,
for now the general distress was
brought home to them more polgnant-
Iy than ever. At dawn they learned
that these people were actuslly dying
of neglect. The falnt light betrayed
the presence of new corpses lylng

lupon the station fagstooes. From

those »fill lving. groans, sighs sick

drageed his youthful companion out of
the place.
(TO BE CONTINUED)

Dog I1s Man’s Friend
However much or little the average
dog costs, he pays back to humanity

Thete was no aftersona
f Anery. 8o laughter, ne nelte

——

B et \lrmph e dl':
your Vegetalie Compuy
bas made ma & well, strorg woman s
| do all my own bousework. | eannot
recommend Lydia K Pishbam's Vege-
table Campound o ¥ W women
e of Life ™
8 Urchade

Galant
“Tardon me. Mr casherty My hood
Is salewp wmid Moss Secwileigh
“Abd what Mght swper W weusl
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tnrasn! alumleror

Get New Kidneys!

The Lplnrss are the

returtiod the g

Cemt aoorreme bed
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" owthe pare sl Haariew (8 o
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DO WORK AT HIGH PRESSURE

Dutes of War Corrmmpondanta a1 the
Fromt Ars in the Highaetl De
e Esacting

Nere are the cxaliibine gater which
Y nden! hasr e wdd

A grea!l altach s pending et =
the Meck night the war orreapond
eat Jonrteys facth froem & 1L Q W
CAf e bewne vaninge P! roam nbich
Be soms what be can of the attie
and rven were vislbiligy perifert, o
der ~ndbons of oewdery war e foald
ouly hope 1o wilnew & tiny rornes of
the batthe < gl ks up what faegs Be can
ol bhrigade AT oF AImYy
headquariers and from he “waiing
wounded © s bho legie to tremm doen
froms the fromt within an ooy of
Tretv " Mtudies bl mampa. and mmbes
his noten. Morning papers go te press
early these days  Sa ln the enrly oft-
ernoon by ie whirted homewand maybe
through shell fre. Afty, sigty, ¢ =y
enty wilew and then oniy. o (he wad
of & long cthausting day Ma werk
proger begine e must ol down snd
write promptly & clear and compreben-
sive account of the day's dalngs,
graphic, If pomsiblo, as cenpiele as
may be, yot contaloing nothing thad In-
fringes on consurship rales. N s o
task demanding the simost ~opevrntrs-
thon from s mind and bsly already
rtigued
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First German  (ficer - Then you
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many women and chillren st half iha
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