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FARMINGTON

M. R. & B.T. SEEKS TO

RAISE PASSENGER RATES

If Commission Will Investigate They
Will Find Present Rate Too High
for Services Rendered

A message from Jefferson City, un-
dor date of March 18th, conveys the
information that tha State Public Ser-
vigo Oommission has fixed March 28
as the date for hearing the case of
the Mississippi River & Bonne Terre
Railrond, the efficials of this rond hav-
ing made claims that they could not
earn interest on the money invested
by operating this rond under the
present statutory rates. When such
application was made the commission
ordered a valuation of the physical
property concorned, and the hearing
will be on the correctness of the fig-
ures to which the company takes ex-

n.

The Times is most heartily in fa-
vor of an equitable railread rate, bas-
od on the quality of the service ren-
dered to the traveling public. In fact
there is, we believe, no just argument
that could possibly be urged against
such a position. Where service is
actually rendered the traveling pub-
lic we do not believe that any bene-
ficinries of such service would want to
evade payment for same. But if the
M. R, & B, T. Railrond officials have
any posible reason to suggest why
they should be permitted to increase
the passenger rate for the service they
force on their patrons, then we would
be delighted to hear on what grounds
such clnims are based,

Before deciding this ease, the Com-
migsioners should take a ride out ns
¥ar as Flat River over this road, not
in a private ear, but just s other
passengers ure forced to do—there-
by acquiring a personal knowledge of
the service for which this railroad
company is attempting to add addi-
tionnl tariff, If the Commissioners
will make the suggested trip, then we
huve no doubt that their sense of
vight and justice will cause them to
make the right decision on this appli-
eation. We believe such n journey

than they are gefting paid for at
present, we will try and suppress our

indignation.

The Times editor has made a num-
ber of trips over the above suggested
route during the past few months,
and they have served to impress us
deeply with the abundant lack of con-
veniences that are common on most
other railvoads. It is not uncommon
for these trains to run many miles
with the aisles crowded with passen-
gers unable to get seats; very often
women and children are forced into
the smoker in order to get seats, there
to be regaled with uncouth and ob-
seene language; to be besmirched and
begrimed with tobaceco chewing and
smoking, and compelled to undergo
other hardships not at all in keeping
with polite society. Few travel that
route who are not filled with thanks-
giving at their journey's end. To all
such the very thought that this com-
pany fis now seeking an opportunity
to raize the passenger rate for such
service, sppears to be an sttempted
hold-up, pure and simple. It is equal
to the proverbial “slow train through
Arknnsas," with additionnl hardships
thrown in.

Then, their contention that under
the present 2 cont rote, it is impossi-

ble to earn interest on the money in-|

vested, would appear to indicale thata
change in management would be prof-
itable to the stockholders, s we have
understood that this road was the
bost paying property of any short
railroad in the State, in passenger
traffie, Under its old management,
before the prasent 2 cent vate went in-
to effoct, the service on these truins
was perhaps ns good as was to be
found on any railroad within  the
State, and then they did not charge
the maximum rate permitted by law.
We trust the Commissioners will
munke a thorough investigation of all
the issues involved in this case be-

will necessarily put them “up againat”
some of the inconveniences that those
who must travel over that rond are
daily forced to endure, Then if they
ean honestly declare that the M. R. &
B. T. railroad is giving better service

fore rendering their verdict, If this
is done, we believe their opinion will
be the M. R, & B. T. railroad is be-
ing over-paid, at 2 cents ;mr mile
passenger rate, for the services ren-
dered.

Killed Fighting
For the Allies

Richard J. Howard, son of Mrs.
BEdith P. Howard of St. Louis, was
recently killed somewhere in France
while fighting for the Allies, confirm-
ation of whose denth reached St
Louia this week. Young Howard and
his mother, who is a friend of the
Gardners here, were in Farmington
some wecks during the summer of
1914, and he will be remembered by
# number of our young people as &
rather gay and dashing young man.

Though only about 26 years old,
he has had some fast and sad ex-
perience. In 1913 he came into. a
patrimony of $05,000 and started out
to see the world, He went to Lon-
don and there met and fell in love
with a musie hall girl, Dorothy Levy,
whose stage name was Dorathy Dale,
and married her, He spent the most
of his patrimony in exbravagant liv-
ing and then brought her home with
km. His family refosed to receive
her, and his resources being about
exhnusted, he secured apartments in
a 8t. Louis hotel and tried to do his
duty by her. He bad to retrench, but
this did not suit her; she wanted
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youth, which were wild and thought-
less rather thian viclous, there is
'much sympathy and regret over his
broken life and untimely though he-
roie death.

BASKET BALL.

Farmington broke even in their
double header lnst Saturday night
against Doe Run. The Eighth grade
boys played first and won 18 to 14.
The game was pretty roughly played

Farmington boys excelled in team
work and passing. The boys all

Farmington's two guards, Simms and
Ferguson, and of “Big Schramm" at
forward, was excellent.

The High School game was a good
ong, the final score of 48-20 against
us notwithstanding. Doe Run has
a good bunch of players, who play
the intercolleginte game in its rough-
est fashion, and they won by it
Farmington did the best they knew
and the first half ended in o tie score,
But during the second half Doe Run
clearly outplayed our boys and piled
up a large score.

Farmington plays Desloge a dou-
ble heéader noxt Saturday night ot
Farmington.

LICENSED TO MARRY

March 16, George B. Barron und
Alice B, Stegman of DeSoto.

and Nora Belle Newkirk of Elvins,

Crawford of Elvins.

20th, T. F. Francis and Neacy
Franeis of Mill Creek, Madison coun-
ty.

Fredericktown.

Smith of Patlon
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4| Bertha Salyer of Marquand.
| 20th,
‘Stuttaers of Desloge.
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8. G. Longgrear and

and many fouls were called. The

played their best, but the work of

18th, John C. Ring of Lendwood |
20th, Donald P, Porter and Ona

21st, Roy V. Hanchett of Grand|™ !
Taland, Nebr., and Alma 0'Bannon of |

Nell | hours.
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“Death to Mosquitoes”
Should Be Your Slogan

The season of the year is now st
hand when warfare should be daclared,
in this city and community, agninst
the mosquito. No quarter should be
extended the enemy, but it must be o
battle of annihilation of that heart-
less und deadly little pest, whose pow-
er for evil is gigantie if permitted 1o
go practically unmolested, excapt for
an occasional swat. The mosguito is
a wily little eriminal, an expert dodg-
¢r, and ean usunlly evade the “swat-
u-'l

There is but one effectunl way to

fight him in his lmir—if he ls per-
mitted to have a lair—which we are
gorry to suy he does have in Farming-

ton. So long as there are cess-pools
in Farmington, just so long must such
incubators for mosguitoes ba closely
guarded against and made proof
against breeding such vermin. A lib-
eral covering of kerosene over all
| cess pools and other breeding places
for mosquitoes in the community is
the best preventive against their
coming out.

The Times believes it would be wise

fight the mosquito, and that is to|

if the City Council wonld make it
compulsory on all owners of cess
pools to give them a liberal spraying
with keronene—and at once. Further
delay in this matter will permit these
disease distributors such hendway rhat
they will be practically impossible to
guppress.  Some of them have aleendy
takon wing, nnd are moking them-
selves most unplensantly feit. If you
do not adopt means to get the mo-
squito now, he will most surely “get
you" Iater. “A stitch in time" will
moat cortainly “save nine” in this in-
stance. Somo huve ulready given their
coss pool; n conting of oil, but thefr
efforts for the public good will be in
vain unless such mensure iz unani
mously adopted. Therefore we feel
that the City Council should sco lo it
that puch an order is vigorously en-
forced in this city. Sach netion may
mean the saving of many lives befory
the coming summer is over. It will
vertainly mean, in o very largo meas-
ure, the saufeguurding of the anilre
citizenship.

But if soch safequurding is to ac-
complish its grestest good, it must

be dt&‘!' ONCE,

I

| A Brutal Attack

|  While quictly munching some food

the other evening, in the quistude of
lnur home and the domesticity of our
[ family, we were suddenly aroused and
| made alert by a buzzing sound in our
| right ear, which for the moment filled
us with fear that a death-deuling nir
craft wans making our way, and at the
| same instunt we felt n sharp instru-
ment inserted into our right temple.
We then realized that instan’ action
wak necessary if we were to be grab-
! bed from impending danger. Making
an upward stroke with “our good
| right”, we landed on the affected
purt with a staggering force. When
| we vegained conscionsness, we seomed
{to have been wafted from the secene
;af strife, ns there was in sight no in-
dieation of carnage.

Bud we have had it drilled into us
not to uet hastily, and for the next
severn] minutes we pursued a poliey
of “watchful waiting.” As the enemy
failed to make another appearance
we decided that he may have been
eanght bétween the upper and nether
stone that had “put us out,” and per-
hape fatally wounded, or at least was
frightened nway by the terrific erash.
But whatever the cmuse of his disap-
pearance may be, it appenrs to us s
most dasturdly and bloodthirsty that
we could not have been permitted to
eat of the little food that had fortun.
ately been spread before us, without
being attacked in such a villianous
fashion. The remainder of our fam-
ily #nid it was a mosquito. Buot if it
was, Mr. Mosquito must have been
much overgrown, to have been able to
carry a sword, We would be willing
to swear that he was armed. In fact,
we are not certain that we did not
swear. If the mosquitoes in this vi-
cinity are go belligerant, then the all-
important thing to do is to meet them
immedintely with an opposing army,
ond let it be a battle to the death.
There will be no need of shot mnor
shrapnel with this enemy. A liberal
sprinkling of kerpseme over their
bheadquarters will prove far more ef-
fective, But such battle must be
waged goon if it is to prove most ef-
fective.

AILLIONAIRES IN PROSPECT

B, H. Marbury and J. C. Watson
left Monday for Miami, Okla,, mine-
rul ficlds to take a first-hand look at
some lead and juck prospects there
in which they are interested. Late
reports indicate that their holdings
are developing great sbundance of
the richest kind of mineral, all of

‘| which The Times hope& is true.

We understand several other loeal

1]

‘Four Score Three

Dr, Reuben Fugate attained the
oighty-third onniversary of his birth-
day last Monday, March 20, 1910,
The Doctor is the Senjor Elder of the
Farmington Christian Church, and the
Ladief® Aid of that chureh conceived
the happy iden of surprising him and
celebrating the occagion. They got
up i splendid dinner and invited all thy
officers of the church to meot at the
Doctor's home at noon and help him
enjoy it. Of course bis good wife
wa# In the conspiracy, and the Dogtoy,
who has been on the invalid list the
past winter, sitting in his rest chair
in the family room, didn't imagine
ithe “preparation that was going on
with the assistance of some of the
good women in the kitchen and din-
ing room a short time before the sur-
prise was sprung. The first the Doe-
tor knew of it wns a few minutes be-
fore twelve o'clock, when the officers
of the church in a body murched into
the room and began to congratulate
him and wish him “many happy re-
turns.” His face brightened up and
n joyous smile wreathed his pleasant
face.

Two of the Church Board, J, H.
Tetley and J. E, Klein, wero unavoid-
ubly absent, but there were presenti
the following: the pagtor, Rev. J. M.
Bailey, T. I, Fisher, W, N. Fleming,
Judge ¥, 8. Clay, Dr. 0. A, Smith,
G. N. Baker, J. W. McCarthy, J. W.
Buck, Barry Phillips, John SBwink,
Frank Coffman and J. J. Roberts.
While eongratulations and good wigh-
es were still passing, the Indles ap-
peared and announced that the festal
board was spread. The men were
conducted into the dining roam and
geated about the table—only men;
the good ludies did the serving.

It was a spread worthy tho gods,
and the guests all proved themsslves
good feeders—their appelites paying
glowing complimenta to the cooks.
In the midst of the feasting, one good
brother lifted his eyes from his plate
long emough to look around the board,
and then easunlly observad, “there are
just thirteen at the table Did the
remark throw a damper over the
compnny? Not on your life—it was
not their suyerstitious day, and no
one voluntszrod to vacate to break the
tabooded number, The Jocund word
went round, the smiling faces grew
brirhiter, the feasting slockened not,
and

“Not a wave of trouble rolled

Across their peaceful breasts,"”

It was eartainly an enjoynble oc-
cagion, and there was a sincere re-
sponse in the heart of everyone pres.
ent when, just before leaving, Rev.
Mr. Bailey expressed the high estoem
and love in which Dr. Fugate is held
by all the church and especially the
board of which he is an honored
member, and prayed that he might
be spared to bless them with his pres-
ence many more seasons of joy and
refreshing.

Dr. Fugate has had a pretty
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|ANOTHER CHAPTER
ON ASSESSED VALUES

Where the County

»

Court Might Raise

Revenue to Remedy Conditions
Pointed Out by Grand Jury

February term of our Cireuit Comt
turned in a report to that tribunal
which wans somewhat startling. It
was published and naturally crested
comment, u lifting of the eyebrows in
wonder that such things can be. It
mentioned sanitary conditions at the
County Jail that ought to be remedied
without question; suggested needed
improvements at the County Infirm-
ary that brook no delsy, and poiuted
out in mno uncertmin way the inade-
quacy of the Court House to meet
the requirements of our rich and rap-
idly growing eounty.

These are all matters that deserve
prompt attention and remedying, and
if remedied in the proper way, which
is  always the most economical,
they would cost some thousands of
dollare. Our County Court has not
shown itself niggardly when IL comes
to necessary und legitimate improve-
ments, but like the [sraelites in Egypt,
they cant “make brick without straw'.
We are satisfiod the money to do this

{work Is not in the county revenue

fund, so how would the Court go
about accomplishing it? Exceod the
revente 7

What o queition te ask in a rich,
populous egunty like St. Francois, that
ought to have more revenue and would
have move if cerlain rich corporation
holdings were assessed at the samo
ratio as that of private individuals.
If this were done, the tax rate for
county revenue could even be lowered
and then give the county an abund-
unce of revenue and to spare for sich
conditiona as the Grand Jury report
so graphically, deseribes,
this not been done?
been done long ago? Everybody who
in not interested in these corporations
finnncinlly or hy ties of salaried prof.
erment, recognize the justice of exact-
ing the same ratio of taxation from
them that is exacted of other taxpay-
ers.,

At the risk of sgain offending the
rich and all but arrogant lead com-
panies of this county we are going to
repent some facta. The St. Joseph Lead
Company has land holdings in this
county, the metual value of which its
official statement to its stockholders
places at $6,782,642.16, and ita equip-
ment or improvements on these lands
it places nt $4.064,509.89, a total ne-
tual value of §10,807,061.49. Of this ity
officinl figures claim that $1,723.471.-
84 is ot Herculaneum, in Jefferson
county. That leaves £0,083,679.65 in
St. Francois county. Now the as-
sessed valuation of these lands und
equipments is only $1,452,830, or in
rough figures about 20 per cent of
their value—the wvnlue placed upon
the lands and equipment alone by
the company's own auditors—while
you, Mr. Farmer, are nssessed at
about 40 per cent, just twice as much,
on your lands and houses, There is
no gucss work about these figures
and valuation—they are the company’s
own. Do you think you ought to pay
twice ns much tax in proportion to
your wenlth as this company does?

The St, Joseph Lend Company by
| sworn statement fixes the value of its
property at Herculaneum at §1,723-
371.84. On this it paid last year on-
ly $140 in State taxes, which indieates
thal it was agsessed on its property
in Jefferqon county about §83,000, or
less than 7 per cent of its actual val-
ue. In St. Louis they claim to be pay-
ing taxea on an assessment of about
60 per cent. No wonder the taxpay-
ors of that city are complaining sbout
paying » onate share of
State taxes. If this St. Joseph Lead

Why has|
Why has il not[

The Grand Jury at the class of fhe| Company property were in St. Louie

dnstead of Herculuneum, the State
tax on it would be in the neighbor-
bood of £1,800 instead of §140.

Let ua take up the Doe Run Lead
Company. It owns, according to ita
estimated official figures, §11,771,802,-
01 in lands in St. Francois county,
and $2,737480.42 in equipment or im-
provement—a fotal of $14,500,288.88,
It is assessed for taxing purposes at
$1,004,825, or less than 9 per cent of
the walue which the company places
upon it, while you, Mr. Farmer, are
asseased at 40 per cent on your farm
land and improvements. Do you see
any reason why youn should be paying
four times as much tax on your
wealth as the Doe Run Lead Com-
pany does?

You will notice that while the Doa
Run Lead Company owns $14,509,-
28838 in lands and equipment, snd
the St. Joseph Company owns cons
sidernbly less in lands and equipment
than the Doe Run, In exact figures in
 this county, $9,083,67.65, the St. Jo-
soph is nssessed ot $448,000 more than
the Dae Run. This muy be because
the 5t. Joseph owns other assols
which, with ita lands and cquipment,
amountad at the close of the calendar
yvear Decombor 81, 1914, to 329,
770,728,563, while the Doe Run's asesta
over nnd above itz lands and equip-
ment were only $775,617.16. Bul if
these extra assots were included in the
assessed valuntion of the St. Joseph,
then that company was nssessed
only about 9 por eopt vl the wvalug
whieh it places upon its capital wealth,
about the same as that of the 'DM
Run, mn_on;j ORE-SOUTLR 88 MuCH 98
you are nssessed, Mr.-Farmer.

Whether there iz sny dizparity in
the assesament of the Federal.and the
Nationnl Lead Companies, we eannot
| any 02 we huven't any balance shests
| or statements of theirs to their stock-
holders showing the value of their
holdinge, and can therefore make no
comparisons, much ns we would like
to do so. We want to deal with ac-
tusl values now and not guess work.

But the question of taxation does
not end here. Bonne Terre and Flat
River are both prosperous towns, with
large populations, doing o driving,
thriving business. The lands on
which these two most populons towns
of the county are built belong to the
lead companics. The surface lots of
thene towns ave leased to the people
for residences and business houses,
and not n few handeome residences
and commodious business blocks have
been erected on them. If a man in
Farmington owns a lot and erects a
$6,000 residence or a $10,000 business
block on it, he is asseased and pays
taxes on 40 per cent of its wvalue,
Does the man who builds on the com-
panies’ leased lots in Flat River and
Bonne Terre have to pay taxes on it?
He dowa not. It is on the company's
leased land, and that land is included
in the company's nssessed valuation.
The Assessor can't assess any of the
buildings soparate from the lots on
which they stand, so a man muy own
a $10,000 business block on one of
these leased lotk and not pay o cont
tux on it. Thus, while the company
is nasessed at 0 to 20 per cont on s
woenlth, you, Mr. Favmer, are assessed
ut 40 per cent, and the company stands
na a shield between the people who
build on its leased lots and the As-
sessor, Otherwise they would be pay-
ing taxes on their residences and
store houses, the same ns farmers and

Another Nice Batch

The following names have
added to The Times subscription list
the past week, all of whom have vol-
antarily come in or sent their names,
wing _to the information that
~eached them that this is now actu-
dly a NEWSPAPER, worthy of their
support: Osear L, Huile and B. L
Morris of Farmington, R. J. Clay of
Teadwood W. P illington of Poplar
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| The following Iun renewed

Gillespie,
. Farmington




