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old lady, who had been genulnely fond
of her daughter-in-law, and had always
been loyal to Isabelle, as one of the
Carters. Madam Carter was greatly
shaken, Nina hysterieal, Ward ag-
grieved, Irritated at his own feeling.
He had not seen his mother for seven
months, she had brought nothing but
& certaln unpleasant notorfety te her
children, yet her death struck both the
young creatures forcibly, and they felt
shocked and shaken.

“We can't be In the Fordyce tab-
feaux,” sald Nins in an Interval De-
tween floods of sobs. “Not that I
would want to, now! But I don't
know; It seems to me that 1 am the
most unfortunate girl in the world!"

*I think both you und Ward should
wear bluck for a certaln period,” Rich-
ard sald to her. He had been walking
the floor nervously, stopping now and
then beslde the greast chalr where his
mother sat sllent and stricken, to put
bis arm about her shoulders, and mur-
mur to her consollngly.

“When my mother died,” Madame
Carter quavered, with her handker-
¢hief pressed to the tip of her nose,
“my slsters and 1 wore black, and re-
fused all soclal engagements for one
goar. Wa then, I remember distinctly,
Began to wear white and lnvender—"

“INIna broke In pettishly : “I don't see
why I have to wear black "

- *Why should you?" Ward sald with
Biiter scorn. “It's only your mother!™
Mioa began to ery.

“You and 1 will go down to Land-
miann’s early tomorrow, Nipa," Har-
rlet suggested, “and we'll have some
one show us what is slmple and nice
~mot erape, you know,"” Harrlet sald,
with a glance at Richard Carter, “but
Black, for a few months, anyway."”

“Y think that would be the least,
Richard" his mother approved. "I be-
Ueve I will go with you," she conde-
scended to Harrlet, “after all, Trabelle
was my daughterin-law, and
mother of my grandchildren!”

“And 1 won't go to Callfornla or Ber-
muda or anywhere else unless Lady-
Blrd comes!” Nina burst out, with a
broken sob.

“Nongense !" her father began harsh-
ly. Harrlet sald:

*Bermuda? Is there a plan for Ber-
muda?

*“1 suggested it for a few weeks"”
Richard sald, frowning, “but I don't
prapoge to have Nina Invite a group of
friends. That isn't exactly the idea.”

*We could ask Mrs, Tabor,” Harrlet
sald, soothingly; "It is right In the
middle of the season, and perhaps she
wrill feel she can hardly spare the time.
Bet I'm sure that if she can—"

“If I ask her, she'll go,” Nina sgafd,
in @ sulky, confident undertone.

Harrlet had her doubts, but she did

The event proved her right, for while
18a Tabor flew at once to her discon-
solate little friend, and assured Rich-
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| He listened to her Interestedly enough,
with his evening paper held ready for
his next glance.

“Let you romm about the country
with Mrs, Tabor,” be sald, as the girl's
faltering mccents stopped. “No, my

dear, it's out of the question! In the

know where you und your grandmeth-
er were, or what was Tiappening to

you! While Miss Field Is In charge I |.

feel entirely safe. Of course, If
Tabor chooses to lovite herself,
that's her affalr(™

“Then I don't want to go!" Nina
stormed. But In the end she did go
Mudame Carter, Nins and Harriet duly
sailed, in the second week of January,
and Ward jolned them almost a month
Inter, In Nassau. And here Harrlet
had the brother and sister at their
best, free to show the genuine childish-
pets that was In them, to swim and
plenie and tramp, and here she in-

dulged Nina in long talks, and encour- |’

aged ber to assoclate with the yeung
peoplé she met.

Harriet wrote once n weok to Rich-
ard, making s general report, and In-
closing recelpted hotel apd miscellane-
ous bille, His ecommunications usnally
took the form of cables, although once
or twice she recelved typewritten let-
ters.

In mid-April they all came home
agaln, and Orownlands, in the year's
first shy filming of grees, looked won-
derful to Harrlet's homesick eyes.

Richard was to join them at dinner;
it had been Impossible for him to

meet themm when the boat arrived, but |

Fox hud been there and attended to
the formalities. It had pleased them
all to make the occasion formal and
to dress accordingly, Nina looked her
prettiest in a white silk, and the old
lady was magnificent In diamondas and
brocnde, Harrlet dellberately eelected
her handsomest gown, a4 severe black
satin thit wrapped her slender body
with one superb and shining sweep,
and left her white arms and firm,
flawless shoulders bare. The firm
young lines of chin and throat, the
swelling white breast that met the en-

caging satin, the slippers with thelr |

twinkling buckles-—she could not but
find every detall pleasing, and her
scarlet “mouth, firmly shot, was
twitched by a sudden dimple.

Bhe glanced ut the clock, went slow-
Iy to the door, and slowly down the
big square stalrway. Richard and his
chlldren were In the lower hall, and
they all glanced up.

Down In the soft glow of light came
Harrlet, smillng: as she slipped her left

arm about Nina and gave the free’}

hand to Nina's father, She was ap-
parently cool and unself-consclous; in-
wardly she felt feverish, frightened

and excited and happy, all at oncel]

Richard whs In evening dress, too: he,
looked bis best ; his dark balr broshed:

to a shining crest, and his gray eyes

full of pleasure.

“Well, Miss Field—I" he sald, a lt..
tle breathlessly, “Welll' Your vaca-
tion hasn't done” you any harm " ;

“We had to make an occaslon of

our coming home!" Harrlet said, with *

& nervous laugh, trying not to see the
admiration In his eyes

“You look wonderful!” Nina sald.

“Why, you saw thls gown at Nas-
suu," Harriet protested.

“Louise—or whoever she was of
Prussla, or whatever you eall it
turned In the family vault when you
walked down those stalrs!” Ward
sald, *Oo-oo—ecnught you under the
mistletot—o0-00, you wounld!" he
added, with an cffort to envelop her
in his embrace,

“Ward, behave yourself!” Harrlet
sald, evnding him, and walking toward
the dinlng room with his grandmother,
who came downstalrs In her turn, and
Jolned them.

Richard Carter watched her, the In«
carnation of young and beautiful
womanhood, Clever he knew her to
be, capnble and consclentious, but to-
night she was In & new role, He liked
to see her there at the other end of
the table; he realized that she was the
center of things, here in his house,
and that he had milssed her,

After dioner It chsnced that Bot-
tomley called her to the telephone,
and that a moment later she passed
the call on to Richard,

“It's Mr. Gardiner, Mr. Carter. He
didn't know that you were here, but
he would rather speak to you,” Har-
riet saild. Richard went to the tele-
phone, and as she moved to make

gown, and the Ilittle
handkerchief that she dropped, and
that he pieked up for her, He smiled
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mmmm-hhdh;d’m.ndumﬂ looking at him

years,
“You look as if you needed It,” Har-
riet observed.
“You look wonderful,” Richard re-
turned, simply. “Wonderful! Is that
i new gown?"

“Well, I had it made last November

| with widened eyes and parted lips,
| without speaking. She was plainly
frightened, though she made herpalf
smile. The beawtiful room was full of
shadows; at the wide-open windows
| thin curtalns stirred in the codl might
alr, !

Just before 1 went away. Mrs. Carter  “Frighten yo&?" Richard said

gave mé the material a year ugo”
Harrlet gladeed down st herself and
smiled,

“ “I suppose a man may sk hig wife
it she llkes pearis?™ Richard sald, Im-
pelled by some feellng he did not de-
fine. He had leaned back in his chalr,
and half-closed his eyes, as he studied
her.

“Oh—please!" Harriet sald In an
agony., She gave a horrified glahce
about, but the Ubrary was cloped and

she asked., It was Richard's turm to
look a trifie confused.

“That's all—my dear!” he sald,
obediently. The term made heér flush

“That's

All—My Dear!” He 8ald

Obediantly.

agaln, He was still smiling when she
closed the door.

CHAPTER XI).

It was the gayest spring that Har-
riet had ever known at Crownlands,
for even at her best, Isabelle had been
soclally an Individualist, devoting her
self to one man at & time, and to no-
body else, and the whole family had
necessarily accepted Isabelle's attl-
tude. Rlichard had been too busy to
notice or protest, the old lady help-
less, and Nina a child.

But now there was a beautiful and
gracious woman In Isabelle’s piace,
and long before the world knew that
Harrlet Fleld was really Harrlet Car-
ter, there was a very decided change
In the soclal atmogphere. Rlichard be-
gan to bring his friends to the house;
he was proud of his smoothly running
establishment, and proud of the
charming woman who neither fiirted
with nor ignored the men he brought
home.

Always beautiful and always busy,
constantly in demand on all sldes, she
went about his house llke a smliling
worker of - miracles, and Richard
watched her. When she went home
to her sister for a day or two he
missed her strangely, and wandered
about the empty rooms with a deso
inte sense of loss.

Bhe was presently back, and amuged
the young people at the dinner table
with a apirited account of her sister's
move Into a new house—*“really an
old house,” that she and her family
had been watching for years,

Nioa and Amy and Ward had rushed
from the dinner table to an early
dance at the club, and Richard, after
a talk with his mother on the terrace,
had wandered sbout with s vague
hope of finding Harriet somewhere

| with her book, But she was not
downstalrs,

He went back, and presently accom-
panled his mother to her door. The
old lady stopped outside of Nina's
open door, from which a subdued light
stréamed,
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1" Harrist stnmméred,
talke”™ .
suppose so,” he answered, simply.
t-we do is our own affalr,
I shall explain to my moth-
that for ws both it scemed & prac-
a—well, not unpleasant so-

need be no change here,
giiply have a more as-
position—" |
had been: watching him, with
in her face. But as he went
color slowly drained away, and
t her beautiful eyes a look of
straln and' even of something llke
shame gradually deepened. When she
spoke, It was as If the muscles of her
throat were constricted,

“Yes, 1 see. Certainly, I see. We
will have to let théem talk. This ls—
slmply the best arrangement possible
under the elreumestances!™

“It 18 an arrangement that a man
perhaps has no right to ask of a wom-
an,” Richard sald, “Love means a
great deal In a girl's life, and T sup-
pose there Is nothing else that makes
up for the lac® of it. But you are
| not an ordinary woman, and I assure
you that In every way that I can I
mean to prove (o you how deeply I
| appreclate what you are dolng for us
all.”

“Thank you!" Harrlet sald, almost
Inaudibly. }

“S8imply change your name on your
cheeks,” Richiard =ald, thoughtfully,
“T ghall have Fox step Into the bank
{with the authenticated slgnature. And
! if there is anything else, use your own
| yudgment. Perbaps, If 1 tell my moth-

er, you would ke to write to certain
| friends—? You can continue to draw
| on the Corn Exchange, that's simplest,
|and I hope you'll remember that you
| have a large personal” credit there” he
added, with a smlle, "It occurred to
| me tonight that you—you mustn't let
your sister worry about that new
lhme'. If you want your own cur—""
'[ “Oh, good Weavens, Mr. Carter!”
| Harrlet sald, suffocating,
| YAsk me ln[tl'.l[pg that puzeles yon,"

the man sald, And with a brief good-
night he was gob® Hurrlet, who had
dropped back Info her chalr, sat shso-
| lutely motlonless for a long, long time,

Her eyes were flxed on space; she
hardly breathed; it almost seemed as
if her heart was stopped.

Richard went downstairs, surprised
to feel still vaguely unsatisfied. He
had had his wordl with Harriet, had
sald indeed much that he had not ex-
pected to say. However, it was much
batter to let the world know thelr re-
| latlonship; he was perfectly satisfled
to have it so. But still, as he settled
himself to an hour's reading, the
plaguing iittle impulse persisted. He
would llke to go upstalrs again; he
‘missed her companionship,

There was something very appeal-
ing about thls woman, thought Rich-
ard, suddenly closing his book. Her
beauty, her sllences, her complete sub-
jugation of her own Interests to his,
he found strangely fascinating.

“By George, she has made & most
interesting woman of herself!” Rich-
ard decided, opening his book again.
“fhe ought to be right In the middle
of things, that girll"

v - . @ " " °

A day or two later Madame Carter
cameé out to the terrace at eleven
o'¢lock, beautifully groomed and
gowned, and with an imperative hand
arrested Harrlet, who was tumbled
and sunburned from the teonis court
and was going toward the house,

“Just & moment, Miss Field,” sald
she, magnificently, Harriet obedient-
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te speak to you" she sald, suavely,
bringing her distant glance to rest dis-
passionately for 4 moment upon
riet’s face. =

Harriet walted, amused. annoyed,
impatient. | 3

“l understand,"” Madame Carter
sald, “that you and my son—for some
reason best known (o yourselves—
have entered Into o 'secret marriage?”

“Your first object, niy dear, is not to
_antagonize his mothec!™ Harriet re-
minded herself. . Aloud she sald mild..
Iy:. “Ypu- have no reason to disbe-

Ueve it, hiawe you
“No resbon pzﬁmﬁn my soni”

his mother echoed, acandalized. “Why
should I have! Mr, Carter is the soul
of honor—absolutely the sounl. Upon
my word, I dom't understand you!™

“I said yon have nd remson to disbe-
lleve him,” Harrlet repeated. “You
sald that you understpod that we had
been married, It is trne!"

And she looked off toward the river
with an expresslon ap composed ns
that of Madame Carter herself.

“I su you know that old say-
ing: ‘A secret bride has a secret to
hide!""” the old woman pursued, pleas-
antly, ;

“I never heard it. I did not play
much with' the childréen of the neigh-
borhood when I was & child,"” Harrlet
answered. “My father was very anx-
fous to protect us from plcking up ex-
pressions of that sort!"

There was a sllence, Harriet, be.
glnning to be ashamed of herself, did
not look at her companion.

“A girl of your age has a great deal

of confidence when she marries into a
family like mine” the old lady said, |
presently, In a tone that trembled a-
little. “My son Is & rich man—he 18
n prominent man, He has used his
own Judgment, of course, But T con-
fess that In your place I shonld not
carry myself withy quite s0 much an
alr of triumph! It seems to me—"
|  Harrlat determinedly regyined her
! ealm, and taking the chnir néxt to the
| enraged old lady, quletly interrupted
the flow of her angry words, i
“I hope- I have shown no alr of

triumph, Mndame Carter,” * Harrlet |
gald. “You yourself—and most wisely |
—pointed out to us a few months ago |
that the arrangément here was un-
conventional—"

“Every one was talking, If you mind
that!" the old lady snapped. But she
was slightly mollified, none-the-less,
“But upon my word, you'd think mar-
rying Into the famlly was something
to be done every day—!" she was be-

| gioning again, when Harrlet Inter-
| rupted agaln,
i “No—no," she sald, soothingly, con-
| ceding the last words an amused
. amile that ltself rather helped to pla-
cate her companion, “It Is, of conrse, |
the most serfous step of my life! But |
the secrecy—as of coursa yow will ap-
precinte—was hecquse therehas been
s0 wmuch terrible notoriety this year!
Why, Mr, Carter tells me that never
in the higtory of all the Carters—"
This fortunate lead was enough.
Madame Carter launched forth superb-
ly upon a description of the usual Car-
ter weddings, the ceremony, the state,
In perhaps twenty minutes she was
blandly patronizing Harrlet, glving
her encouraging little taps with her

that Isabelle had made with Richard,
Harrlet knew that before three days
were over her terrible motherin-law

wise, under the trying elrcumstances,
the whole thing was, and just How
clearly she had foreseen it. She was
still lstening respectfully, If a trifie
confusedly, when Ward bounded from
the house, and gave her an effusive
embrace. :

“Hello, Mamma I" Ward sald. Har.
riet Taughed, as she pushed away the
filial arm. Hardly knowlng what she
sald or did she made her way to the
house, and up to her own room,

But here, In Nina's room, were Nina
and Mrs. Tabor, end from thelr eyes,

imew. Nina got up, and came for-
ward with a sort of sulky graclous-
ness,

“lI hope you'll be very happy, Mlss
Harriet—I suppose I oughtn't to ecall
you Miss Harriet any more” Nina
gald, with an effort to smile that Har-
rlet thought quite ghastly. Bhe gave
Harriet one of her big hands, and hesl-
tated over a kiss, But they did not
kiss each other,

At luncheon everything was exactly
as usual; Richard had gone to the
clty, not to return for a night or two,
and several Soclal engangements Als-
tracted the young people from the con-
templation of their father's affalrs,

Harrlet had not-dared to hope that
they - would accept the situation so
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would bé telllng the world fust how |

as she came In, she knew that they |
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V1.—An at his wile's

CHAPTER
too open firtation young An

hard Carter

. returniog
her youthful lover's attachment, el
with him on his yacht, and pursuit
useless, The news of the sensitional af-
falr, exagguerated, of courses, by gopsip,
Is kept as much as possible from being
publie property.

CHAPTER VII. — Ward Carter again
urges Harriet to marry him, but she can-
not bring herself to an alllance with him
merely for the sike of gelf-advencement,
and refuses. The fact of Mra Carter's
elopement becomes publle. Harrlet's ca-
pable managing hand is more than ever
nesded nt * wnlands,” and desplte the
complications she foresees as Inevitable
ahe deciias to ramaln »

CHAPTER VIIIL.—Blondin puts pressurs
on Harriet to forward his marrings with
Nina, but she makes up her mind to
defy him. Richard Carter questions har
concerning her knowledge of Blondin's
Intentions, and she counsels active oppo-
sitfon to the match. The family, with
Harrlet, move to a summer establishment
o) Long Inland. .

CHAPTER IX.—In the new home Har-

et, with Madame Carter and Ninn, set-
tle down for & vacation. In a frank talk
with Nina Harriet endeavors to show her
Blondin's unworthiness, hut It has lttle
sffect on the infatuated girl. On Richard
farter's inslstence, Harriet Is Installed
us mistress of the hougehold but find-
1nf. her position wuntanable;” deéclares her
Intention of leaving., Richard' makes san
offer_of marriage, as a way out of the
situation, but Harriet, eo aring such n
thing Impessible while Mra, Carter
(though divorced) ls still alive, refuses,
and leaves the house. To e, old-fesh-
foned idess, the fact that Richerd

Pu :::n ted & Alvores.

o

8 not fres him his mar-

ital tles, and marriage with' him is 'im-
possi : |

ble.

CHAPTER X.—At her gister's home
Harrlet helps to bring her small nephew
safely through an attack of ml)hthcr:i.
Linda cordially approves Harriet's atand
on. the question of marriage with a dl-
iﬁ"'fﬁd {nuln David lmvmpm.hf.'lndll’l
rother-in-lyw, wamrmuu wult
and Harriet has about mdda up her mind
to accept him when Richard Carter ap-

ra with the snnouncement that Isa-
elle i¢ dend and no obatacle to his mar-

e with Harriet remaing. The girl
vields, and the marriage is quletly sol-
emnized. Harriet offers to tell Richard
the circumstances of her entanglement
with Blendin, but he refuses to lsten.
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SUNDAY BCHOOL CLASSES
PLAN EASTER PROGRAM
AT RUSH HILL, MO.
The older boy’s and girl's classes of
the Sunday School at Rush Hill are
planning on Decision Day for Easter.
The Willing Workers' Class re-
cently had a sale of linen and food
and ‘eleared $31.28, ;

. Garden Beed Bill Passed.

WASHINGTON, March 14—By a
vote of 145 to 66, the house late last
Thursday authorized the expenditure
of $360,000 for fres garden seed to
thefarmers in the next fiscal year,

An atempt to cut the amount down
to $240,000, made by Representative
Anderson of Minnesota, failed by a

vote of B7 to 68. , .

Buys Mexico Homg. -

" H. E. Bensen who is connected with
the Continental Bank-8upply Co., has
purchased from Ross Osuthorn, cash-
fer of the:First National Bank, his
home at 616 East Monroe street, and
will take occupaney in May, Mr
Bensen's' family have found living in
Mexico very congenial and ‘will re-
main here permanently we are glad
1o announce. .

m?fﬁmmmmmu!mHWQh
guest of her son, J. B, Elder
_W'. ‘Monroe. 8¢., : A e
! L —— < A
A, 8, Kennen of Laddonia was in
Mexico Thursday. : e
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GIVES, INSTANGE
OF POWER
PPN

" Ktter ronding it the Ledger of Mrs. -
healiiig of ‘ood.ly affiétion by prayer.»
the following is brought to my mind"'
In the fal] of the year 1880, my /
father, D, R. Erisman, was sent from -
Sabbath Home Methodist Episcopal-
Church, then standing two and one-
half miles south of Rush Hill as &
delegate to the district conference

| held at Centralip. :

He with two ministers were cared

for ‘at the home of a Mrs. Hunt. The
Hsmmmumo!?hm 20, Mra,
Hunt talked withf the' miinistéss-in re-

‘gard to the exaniple and -influence’on
their follewers and then offered pray-
ers for their willingness to quit” the
habit. Also for the removal of the
desire, ¢ L
My fither, who was a clags leader,
Sunday School superintendent- and
teacher of & class of boys bad often
tried to quit the habit but was never

“ [#ree from the tormenting desire and

conseqaently would return to- the
habit. Turing Mrs. Hunt's prayer he
promised never to use tobacco again _
With a consecration which was deep’
enough faith sprang up and as a nat-
ural consequence the work was done.
Such is his testimony today.
Respectfully,
MRS, W. E. SPENCER.

Country Club

Committees Are

" Named Monday

Country Club committees were ap-
pointed at a meeting of the board of
directors of the club Monday even-
ing, The resignation of H. P. Brett
from the board was accepted. The
committees are as follows:

Greens commitbee:— Chairman, ..
Lawder; T. R. Burde and R.-
Arnold.

House comjimttee: Chairman, Jack
Marlow; Morris Phillips: and Theodore-

"Grounds committee:r Chairman, J.
B, Arthir; L. M. White and Lewis
Barth,

Entertainment committes: Chair-
man, Joe Willkins; Claiborne Jackson
and H. P. McKinley, “=un

Sports and games- committes:
Chairman, 'Rolla McIntyre; Earl
Brown and Wiley Corl.

Rodes Jesse was elected to fill the
vacancy left by the resignation of
T. R. Cox.

JOUETT SHOUSE HEAD
OF KANSAS OIL COMPANY
RECENTLY ORGANIZED

Jouett Bhouse of Kansas' City,
formerly of Mexico, is the organizer
of an oil ¢company which is planinng
to drill & test well for oil and gas to
the depth of 3000 feet in southeast-
ern Hodgeman County in Kansas.
The company is capitalized at $100,-
000,

\ :
JAKE REED TO MEET
GOBAR, THE HINDU

|

Jake Reed of Fulton
match there £1
‘the Hindu wrestler. Gobar is
nized as an

o
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